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UFE OF FRfil^efttC Itt Kinf df Prussia. By 



Th6 leligloiM principlM of the withor of tbw worili Umi 
^nbliiiien believe to be pec&cUy eo m d -taid iheiike reate 
vriH find its pages studioosly gauded ftoai Hie letNrettiaf 
•iiti-eliristianitiD in •vexy famu Cennderkig Ike pfMol* 
ikence of the iireUgiout feaimo of Frederic's ^sraeter^asid 
the figoie whitfh was made in the hist<l^ of his life by IIm 
ciicle of Fiencfa schohms «qualiy binUiaBt ia fsmns and 
skeptical in philosophyi that elusteied about his •otNtrty ll ii 
highly honorable to the wiiteiv that while he htts dons fidl 
{ustice to his sahjecty and eempiled a worit of inlMSt 
iuteiest, he has aowheie lendend 5Pioe attnctimy m ioA* 
dslity plausible. 

•« The work of l^ord Ikyver is iweHHimed. .... He is « 
§ui and indttstsioaB eompilei^ and is sufficiently 'oei w eisa nl 
with literature and society to be aUe tomleel with tast^ 
and collect without tedlousness. HiM in short «ie, kkM 
moderate eompais, the meaiis of formiiig an enfightenet 
ofiaioa of Ffederie» or at least the opportunity isprssentel 
of acqiuriag suck a geneial notion of his education, Ii% 
and charaeteri as will be highly ussftd fay wa^ of text to a 
deeper inquirer, ov idtogelher saliii6uBtory to me who wishe* 
to obtain the informataon onty as a partof a geneiul histoid 
ical Bt<Hre.'*«-^ We9Mii»#<«r Bemtiw, 

" We are again indebted to liord Dover for an Istirestiiig 
historical <qpisode.««. His indttitry has not been thrown 
awaji for its result is« mostdsiightfnl imd eoiiqnrehflnsive 
woik. . . . Jtt^tieious inseleetton, iatettigAit in ammgementy 
aad graeelul in stylsy these uttraetlve vohimes well deserro 
thBipains bestowed on thehr oompletion by their accom* 
I^ished author. We think the Life of Frederic will meet» 
and we are sure it d osen w % a high place in pubUe fevoor.** 

•<iA fiifthM a cq tt aiatg aflr wifli the woilt has teffvd Id* 

confirm our favourable opmion.'*'-TAe A^mmmu 



Lord Dovet^s lA/e of Frederic IL 
EreJeric 11. lired in an age among the moat renaikabto 

In the annalfl of the world. He waa one of those men who 
eonatltute an epoch ; who, by their paramoant in£aence 
upon the events of a particular period, impress it in a degree 
with characteristics resalting from their own peculiar sen* 
timents, habits, and proceedings ; who may be considered 
monuments on the road of ages to designate certain divi- 
sions of time. . • . There is no department of literature com- 
bining greater advantages for the diffusion of entertainment, 
and information of the most desirable kind, than that which 
embraces the accounts of the lives of those personages 
whose position and character must cause their biographera 
to compass the annals of a country during the period of 
their existence. A union of the respective attractions of 
history and biography is thus presented to the reader. Ade- 
quate mention of the occurrences and individuals of the 
epoch, of the proceedings and relations of states, with the 
other requisites of historical compilation, must be encoun- 
tered to a certain extent, as well as those more private and 
ilaniliar details, appertaining to biography, which are. not 
only replete with intrinsic interest, but often render incal- 
culable service in throwing light npon the loftier inddenta 
that in more dignified annals are not easily appreciated ot 
Understood. ... As far as mere narrative goes, our author has 
accomplished the objects we have in^ated in a praise- 
worthy manner. He has given a faithful picture of Prus- 
sia during the reign of its iUustrious monarch, and a suffi- 
cient insight into the intricacies of the political transactions 
connected with it in one way. or another, as well as a clear 
and accurate account of the performances and character of 
the subject of his volumes. . . . The stoiy is told with suffi- 
tient perspicuity and neatness, and there is eveiy appear- 
ance of authenticity about it, resulting from the laudable 
iiligence and care with which the author seems to have 
explored and ananged his mateiia]s.-<-iSf<e Am* Qumiirfy 
Remeuff Jme^ 183S. 
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PREFACE. 



following pages haye occupied the author 
of tiiem for some time, and have extended to a 
greater length than he originally intended ; partly 
from ahundance of materials, and partly from a 
wish on his part, haying once conunenced the 
work, to do justice to his subject. 

He was originally induced to undertake the task 
by a feeling,, that a Life of Frederic the Second 
which should collect under one view the authentic, 
yet scattered, accounts of that extraordinary man 
was a desideratum in history and literature. This 
opinion he still retains ; and any want of success, 
he conceives, is therefore to be attributed to his 
own imperfect execution, and not to the defect of 
interest la the history of the hero of Prussia. 

He has endeavoured to avoid the error into which 
lustorians and biographers are too apt to faU^—- 
namely, that of becoming so enamoured of the 
character of the person whose acts they are relat- 
ing, that they involuntarily disguise or palliate his 

faults ; and thus present him to the world in too 

A2 
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favourable a point of view. How far he has sue* 
eeeded in preserving impartiality it remains for 
the reader to judge. 

The authorities referred 4o. in ihe course of the 
Life of Frederic wiQ be found to consist principally 
of works already published; but the author has 
also had recourse for information to the manuscript 
collection of the Mitchell Papers, preserved jn the 
British Museum; and to the Gorrjespofidenos itf 
Lord Marischal and Field-marshal KeiJ^> in Ih^ 
possession of the Honourable A4nural FLmii^ 

Pecember, 1831. * 
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1713-1740. 

Predecationi of Frederic the Great— Frederic WRIiam the fTM^-4Bs 
Chuaeter and Oecapationa— Birtb of Frederic the Great— Firat Tean 
or bia Life— Hia eldeat SiatflrHlir Clwm^er— Chansea in the Court 
of Bfiriinr-ChvAeter of the Queen Sophia Charlotte— Internal Admin- 
;|iti«iDn of Hie Frvaaian fitatea-^UFar mhk ftwodeB-IDp Um 4fi 
Jai^n made fnetftm-vt 4he f oonc VniuAo^F—^ An .Hm mnh 
fit 'anropo^'^PnbUe ' lmmroi»e m e ala V iait of Um .Qaar to BarU»r- 
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Qteraclera of - ft adarif f a Oowrer p ora ' Il lMaa^rgiaderie WiiliBW lad 
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the Aoatrlana— Battle of Keeaeladorr—Fraderio Jolna the Prince of 
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War— Reform of the Law*— Caee of ihe BfUler Amtrid— Dangerow 
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fjrederie*a Latter of InTltation to Voltaire— Baeolard IVAmaiid— Vol* 
taire^a Reception at FOtadaQi, and hia Sitnation there— Jealonay of 
the other Men of Lettera againat him— Maapertvia— La Mettrie^ 
— IVArgene — Forllnitz — Algarotti — I^Arget — Commencement of 
Frederio'e Qnarrela with Voltaire— Voltaire in a Lawanit— Sarcaams 
reixnrted to Frederic— Manpertuia'a Controreray with Koenig— Vol- 
taire'a ** Doctor Akakia"— Hia anbeeqnent Conduct, and the Kinfa 
Anger againet him— Ifoltaire leaVea Potadam— Hia ArriTal at Frank- 
Ibrt, and Axreat there, dbc.;. S8S 

CHAPTER IV. 

fimbaaey to Frederic from the Khan of Crimea— Hia Diflbrenoee with 
Rnaaia— Hia Relations with England— He la (^ered the SoTcreignty 
of Corsica- Imprisonment of Baron Trenck— Frederie Tiaits Holland 
—Treaty between England and Rnaaia— Rnasia and Auatria excite 
HoMility against Frederic— Reasons of Maria Thereaa for rentoring 
on the Seven Yeara' War— Character of the Emperor Francia— De* 
telopment of the hoetile Viewa of Austria, Rnaaia, and Baxonyagainal 
Frederia— Frederic aoqnirea a Knowledge of the Pluaof hia Enemjes 
— HedecideavpontheuiTaaiooofSazoay i04 



BOOK THE FIRST. 

I 171»-1740. 

FlIOX T&B BIRTR OF FRCDSRIO TO THB DBATR 

OF HIS FATHER. 



CHAPTER I. 

PwdapewMWi of Frederic the Great— Frederio WUIiani tbe Firrt— His 
Charscler and Ooeiipatlon»— Birth pt Frederic tbe Greet— First Tears 
er hia Life— Hie eldest Sister— Her Characfer-'Chanxes in the Coort 
oTBerUn- Character oT the Queen Sophia Cbarlocte— Internal Admin- 
istration of tbo Prvsslan States— wsr with Sweden— Da Han ds 
Jendon made Preoeptor of the younc Frederic— Peace in the North 
of Europe— PoMie InipfoTemenrs— visit of the Csar to JBerlin— 
Oonspiraey against tbe LiTss of Frederic and his Father. 

Thk tluee immediate predecessors of Frederic the 
Great on the throne of Brandenburgh were princes 
differing each from the others in almost every quality, 
tnental as well as personal. It is therefore amgular 
that they should all have contributed to the aggran- 
dizement of their house ; which, however, was the 
case. Bach in his different way assisted in laying 
the foundation of that structure of greatness 'and 
power which it was the lot of their more highly 
gifted descendant to bring to perfection. 

The elector of Brandenburgh, George WiUiam, 
died in 1040, leaving to his son Frederic William, sur- 
named the Great Elector, great-grandfather of Fred- 
eric the Second, " a desolated country, of which his 
enemies were in possession— few troops— allies 
whose affections were suspjected — and hardly any 
resources.^* Most sovereigns would have sunk 

* Mtaiolres poorsactir Al'HistaindBla UtlsoD da Bxaiidsbsvri. 
Vol. I.— B 
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under such multiplied disadvantages: tbey cialy 
enabled Frederic wilUam the better to show ths 
extent of his talents, and to pfove Ins title to the 
appellation o(** the Oreat Elector," by that truest of 
all tests of greatnesst the nstng under adversity. 
The continued success of his arms and of his nego- 
tiations, andt abe^ Ml, his wise asd patenal i*oT« 
emment, which entirely rastarad to prosperity his 
dominions, reduced by the ravages of the thirty years' 
war to the lowest eb!b of misery^ have justly placed 
his name among those of the most admired modem 
sovereigns. *' He uDited," to use the words of his 
descendant, '* the merit of a great kin^ to the indiffer 
ent fortune of an elector. Maniammoiia, benevo 
lent, generous, humane, he never belied his character. 
He was the restorer and defender of his country, the 
founder of the power of Brandenburgh, the arbitrstor 
among his equals, the honour of his nation ; and, to 
sum up all m one word, his life formed his beai 
panegyric."* 

His son Frederic, the first King of Prussia, who 
succeeded him in lfR88, was a vain and frivokvns 

§rince,->-f0eble alike in body and mind, and cmtirely 
evoted to pageants, processions, and the etiquettes 
of his little court. ** He was great in Uttie things, 
and little in great ones.**! 

In 1701 he brought upon himself the ridicule of 
Europe by the assumption of the royal dignity, then 
considered as belonging only to much more con* 
siderable sovereigns. ' But while he thus gratified 
his personsd vanity, he was conferring on his family, 
without suspecting it, an essential benefit Wb 
descendants were engaged by this step to use every 
endeavour for the aggrandisement of their territo* 
ries, in order to render their house more wor&y of 
Uie title which had been conferred upon it* 
The royal dignity delivered the fami^ of Brandok 



tt ]6 

tan^inak ti» yoke of Mrfiftudtf imder wfaick tkt 
lM>aie of AtHtiia then held M tbe ptmus of Ger^^ 
MStn^ri HwM a bait wlmh Frederic liielifBt cast 
to ait his pw r t ei ityy and by whicfa he eecaied tosof 
tothenitlAser megmnd/m' w<wm ti de vm ke yntr^ 
Mites worikfefit .* I koM kUdtke/mndaii$n» rffam 
graitiie9$*f^ fg m i wwi fpr fm$ tr ofsnlf le Mr warJu 
Prince Eugene seen* to hfljve bemi the only petson 
who, at the mommt^ foresaw the kaportani conse* 
quences of this step ^ fov he oboeired, when he heard 
the AustriaB eowthad eotisenledto il^ '^The estpmr 
ought to hang- te mintetefSi who haive giveii him 
such treacherous adfiee/'* 

In the oooBmeacenient of 17U» F^wdefie wa» 8«ew 
eeeded on the throne by Frederie'Willianv the fiEithw 
of Frederic the Oreat^-^^^iie of the strangest beia^l 
of whom history gives us any inteMigmicev-«-of a 
temper so violent ipd nngovemsMe, that his passjoae 
idmost, amounted to madiies8w-*«f an avarice so 
caccessive, esf en m his youth, that he haordiy; allowed 
his fomily themeaas of sidbeieteace — of a nriUire so 
kiseiisible to tiie fe^ngs of humanity as to bav« 
twice attempted the life of his eldest son^first by Ins 
own hasd^ mid afteiwardby means of a mock trialt 
«-*4m yet poasesaed soese of the oiialittes of a great 
ioveieigiiL Hiis govesnmeni of his different states 
wao wiio add paS^mid: he encouraged commeros 
and industry, not only by favourable edicts, but also 
hjr devoting Ins time and his treasures to these 
OUeets. Finally, h^ was the creator of the Prussian 
inmnCry, which, for exact discipUBe,, bravery, and 
the capability of sustaining hardships, was then con» 
sidened the, first in Europe. 

His fondness for his tafi regiment of guards is 
weUhnown : every country bordering upon his own 
territories was ransacked in search of giants ; and 
hpon more than one occasion he wibf near goi^ to 

f mftmoifM OTlvmugiMvd#BapBiSi«/ 
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wvv rather than be compieUed to give np his aoquioi^ 
tlons of this kind. Nor was any class of men, or 
any profession, sacred from the violences of the 
Prussian press-gangs. Even priests were actually 
torn from the altars ; as was the case, among others, 
with the Abb^ Bastiani, who was carried off while 
celebrating mass in a village church in the north 
of Italy. He subsequently settled at Berlin, and 
was admitted into the intimate society of Frederic 
the Great. The extraordinary desire of Frederic 
William to recruit this regiment seems even to have 
got the better of the passion of avarice, which, on 
all Qth^ occasions, reigned paramount in his breast ; 
for we find instances recorded, in which he gavQ 
great sums for single recnfits of a gigantic stature. 
To one called " the great Joseph/* who apparently 
was a monk, he gave 5000 florins for enlisting, and 
paid 1500 rix-dollars to the monastery he belonged 
to.* In the procuring of an Italian, named Andrea 
Capra^ the charge was as foUows : — 1500 rix-doUarS 
as Dounty money to the recruit himself, and 3000 rix* 
dollars to the persons who discovered and watched 
him, and to those who carried him off by force from 
his owii country.f But the most expensive recruit 
of all appears to. have been an Irishman, named 
James Kirklandt for the procuring of' whom the fol* 
lo win^g curious bill was brought in to the kkig .*-— 

For the man hUnMlf, on oondiUon of bfai giving np hia £ 9, d, 

person ^ 1000 5 

Forthemndingof twotplee «. 18 18 

The Journey Arem Ireland to Cheoter 80 

From Chester to London. i*^ S9 IS 

The man wh*> seoompenied him on tbejonmey - 10 10 

To himself on his arrival v^* 1 18 

Three yeais' wages promisfdto him 60 

To some of his acquaintance in Londoog^ who helped to per- 
suade him * 18 18 

A flNTtnigbt's allowanee ....« ,. 180 

ibraim{^bnn,sboes, A.e...t 10 8 
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JiNinMrlfMi«C0ii4iii li*B«ffl».... 91 

^<»t-hfirM»ikM»Ori«wMidf»<LMdbar«idlMeir^««.^«««.« 9 6 

Tb other penRNis employod ia t)i« baMMM .->^ . .•v<»*>*.«» *> ' # 7 41 

yoiw»nldiers«rtllr(Qftnrwls»«irsiitCiBd 15 15 

T^aouf pBMDM tNrlMBbCjr"-'**^- -''••"•••'•»• 13 19 

ExpeoMs at tb* ian-at OmTMMidj. .<.•• •■«. • . .«•« ••.<.••.•» . • m* .• 4 13 

T^ c Jmtiev of pHnser* • .- ..••..#»»««. m».«.^». 6 

Vtf% a QMS- wfttf MivMiiMiuleil Hfd ffttdMf httir flUnttloinj. > S 9 

Voraboat-- » ^... ^.-^...'.......^.w^^....^...'...^.- 5 

gW rattofs to Irclaiid aiwL p acfc .».»»««» ^.■.»«rw».«%—..^.«»»» S 10 
fljfttaf ia aUttoeMnnoQa Mm, pHtf (brk aiiigla ncniit. of jC1900 10c * 

Nor mi^fhe^ anxle^ of ^deric WSiiam confined 
fa the ]^088nt Fecnittin(f of his taff ref^ment, but it 
extendcidf also to tfie futare^ Otoe of his chief oares 
was tbe estaMishinent t^ 2l race of giants in his 
Auminions, from atiionf whom his grenadiers might 
fld wtBjv b« rvptenisAietf. In fuctSierance of this object 
ht was acouBlomed, wheherer he saw a woman of 
extracnrdtnary staitove, iff marrj her forthwith to one 
of his gawds, withootiirthe sl^test deg;tee consult- 
ing 'ket imdnMilienfi upon mer subject' On one 
occaskm, is going: frottr Potsdam to Berlin, he met 
ftyooi^, Ite n ids o me; and well-made girt, of an almost 
gigantic mf»z he was* strode with her, and, having 
•lopped and spoken to her, he lisanied frokn herseli 
Oat she vmm a Scorhij and not married— that she 
had come on business to the market^ at Berlin, 
and w%ui now vetuming to her village in Saxony. 
<*!» thai caBe^Tsaftr Precteric "WiUiam ta her, " you 
pass b0l6r«i the gate of I^otsdam ; and if I give yoa 
a; note to* the commandant, you can deliver it with- 
aot going out oTyenr way. Tkke charge, ^erefore, 
•C the B0t9 wltfefc I am^ about to writer, and- promise 
lae to deKiv^r it yourself fb* the commandant^ and 
3^0 shall hai« a dbflar for ytrar paihs.'^f The girU 
who knew the king's character weff, promised all 
that he wiahad^ Ttie note was written, sealed, and 
dehirered fe iter with the dbllkr; but the Saxon» 
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aware of the fate that attended her at Potsdam, did 
not enter the town* She found near the gate a very 
little old woman, to whom she made over the note 
and the doUar, recommending her to execute the 
commission without delay, and acquainting her at 
the same time that it came from the king, and re- 
garded some urgent and pressing business. Aft^r 
this our gigantic young heroine continued her jour* 
ney with as much rapidity as possible. The old 
woman, on the other nana, hastened to the com* 
mandaht, who opened the note, and found in it a 
positive order to marry the bearer of it without 
delay to a certain grenadier, whose name was men- 
tioned. The old woman was much surprised at this 
result : she, however, submitted herself, without 
murmuring, to the orders of his majesty; but it was 
necessary to employ all the power of authority, 
mingled with alternate menaces and promises, to 
overcome the extreme repugnance, and even despair* 
of the soldier. It was not till the next day that 
Frederic William discovered he had been imposed 
upon, and that the soldier was inconsolable at his 
misfortune. No other resource then remained to 
the king bat to order the immediate divorce of the 
new-married couple. ' ■ ' 

The excesses of Frederic William in the use of 
wine, to which he was led, according to the testis 
mony of the Princess of Bareith, by his minister 
Gmmkow, and the imperial envoy at his court Seek- 
endorff, in order that by these meansHhey might ob« 
tain more complete possession of him, sliortened his 
days. Though his constitution was an iron one, it 
3rielded at last — ^he became dropsical, and died at the 
age of fifty-one. 

Frederic, the second of that name. King of Prussiai 
was bom at the palace at Berlin, on the 94th of Jan«» 
aary, 1713. His mother was Sophia Dorothea, 
daughter of George the First, King of Englmid, At 
his christening, at which ceremony he was named 
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Frederic Charles, bis grandfather took an opportu- 
uity of gratifying his own vanity, by naming as god* 
fathers and godmothers of the infant, the Emperor 
Charles the Sixths the Czar Peter, the Republic of 
Holland, and the Canton of Berne. The care of the 
first years of his life was intrusted to Madaqdede 
Rocoule, a female French refugee, wbo had fiUed 
the same charge about his father'; and who ia sup- 
posed to have first given him that tastet for the French 
language and literature, in preference to every other, 
which continued to form a distinguishing feature of 
his character during his whole life. 

The eldest sister of Frederic, Frederica Sophia 
Wilhelmina,* afterward Margravine of Bareith, was 
his senior by two years and a half, having been bom 
on the 3d of July, 1709. She and her brother were 
educated together, and contracted in early youth 
that mutual affection, and that admiration for each 
other^s talents, which continued unchanged and Un- 
diminished till the death, of the princess. . She ap- 
pears to have beeti a woman of superior understand- 
ing and great instruction. Her life was a tissue of 
apparently undeserved misfortunes. During her 
childhood she was ill-treated both by her father and 
mother. Her hand w^ at different periods destined 
to Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, to a prince of 
Russia, to Augustus the Second, King of Poland, and 
to Frederic, Prince of Wales; yet was finally be- 
stowed upon a little German prince, who was un- 
worthy of her both in station and character. She 
died at the age of fifty, much regretted by her heroic 
brother. 

The year aftep: the birth of Frederic, Frederic 
WilUam ascended the throne ; and the change in the 
manners and habits of the court of Berlin was in- 
stantaneous. The costly retinue and numerous 
^household which had belonged to his father wei0 

* Mi» «M genmlly MUed bar tfc« latter BMM. 
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^ wil w oi^ awireff m He learmfA im^ wHo* fiad^en 
p«itk>iied md fernie«lkite»a» sreaNTemj By lus motiier : 
w^ Iterseir a- pefscm of grear memr Md the good 
%a»Ki»tar' be tile imnd of LeHMtoy and riie patroness 
#f ailldiids sf filiBW ittir c'. Of the eharaeter of her 
hui^and she* ae9m» to Hare Ibeen' faBr aware : as 
apon^ a eeft^iib efeeanoiit when LeiMiffSB nad sent her 
a pafterwofttM^SiMApiliiMftf^ a^ is reported to have 
said, *^Hamf fec^sfr of JLeihmix to* think that I want 
is» team any thmg' r e sp a ctf ny mffiute fi^leness ; has 
he fbrgotfeti that fam the wifeof Frederic the First, 
or does he think Ldo not know my own husband !"* 
H<er name was Sophia* Charloltej a princess of the 
house of Hanoi*e^. She* died m 1705, and' her char-» 
aeteF is tHas given* h}F her grandsoff. 

''She was a prineessof dieChigtttshed merit, who 
ji»ined aff the graces of her sex to tbe ehnnns* of 
tatent and to* the lights of reason r she had travelled 
during her youth with* her parents^ intto- Italy and 
France. 8he» was destined* to fill ;^e tfhtme' of 
F^ee» Iiovm ^e* FdurCeentfr #as t^otiched with 
her beauty; butf poIiUcal* reasons eansed her mar- 
riage with the* danphin to^ be broken- off. Thn- prin- 
oess brought with her- into* Prussia' the talient of so- 
eiet3r» true* pehtefneBs, and the love of 19ie aite and 
sciences. She funded the RbyaT ilcadbnty : i^e 
itivited Sisilnita and' many other men* oC science' to 
hercoutt. Ifer iti<|uinng rinhd wished to become 
acquainted^ witi^ tite first, principlbs of things. Eeft»- 
nitz, whoffi' ^0' questiened one day upon* this sifi)- 
ject; srad t» her, ''Bfthdlami there is- no way of con- 
tenting you : you wish to know the wherefore- of the 
wherefore r Charlbttenburg" was the phice of re- 
sertf of all persons' of taste : i^ sorfcs or diversions 
and IStesor various kinds rendered' thi^ abode de- 
Ightftdv^and^ the court brilhantt Sophia CharibtCe 
had ar pwmrM midierstaridihg'r her rehgion' was pa- 
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rified from superstition ; lier temper was genfle ; hear 
mind was cmtiyated by the study of a& the best 
works in French and Italianr She died at Hanover, 
in the midst of her family. One of her ladies of 
honour, whom she was very fond of, wept : * Do not 
grieve for me,' she replied, ^ for I am going at pres- 
ent to satisfy my curiosity respecting the principles 
of those things which Leibnitz was never Me to ex* 
plain- to me, concerning space, infinitude, existence, 
and annihilation: and. I am preparing for the kin|^ 
my husband the spectacle of a funerU pageai^t, in 
which he will have a new occasion of displaying his 
magnificence.' On her death-bed, she recommended 
to tne Elector of Hanover, her brother, the men of 
science whom she had protected, and the arts which 
she had cultivated. Frederic the First consoled huih 
self by the ceremony of her funeral, for the loss of 
a wife whom he ought never to have oeased to 
repret.* 

To return to the change in the court on the acces* 
sion of Frederic William. We find that he reduced 
his establishment to that of a private gentleman*; and, 
to throw ridicule upon his academy, appointed a mad* 
man president, and gave the pensions of the mem* 
hers to regimentid surgeons and midwives.t 

After the conclusion of the treaty of Utrecht, 
which took place in the same year in which Frederic 
William ascended the throne of Prussia, and which 
gave peace to Germany as well asto the greater part 
of Europe, the attention of the Ifmg was turned for 
some time almostexclusively to the arrangement of 
the internal government of his different states. He 
laboured especially to restore order in the finances, 
the police, the administration of justice, and the 
army, all of which had been equally neglected under 
the preceding reign. ** He possessed a mind capa 
hie of great application, in a robust frame : there 

• U^taebnm poof Mtrvtr APHLitoln de U Maiaoo 4e Bnndeboaii. 
t Vi0d«FndMtelL 
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MrkAp» nevei existed a man with a gieatev taknt 
hw detail. If he descended to the ecmsideraf ion of 
the most miniite thingSy it iiras because he was coiv 
vioced that it is a multiplicity of small things wfiieb 
piodiicea neat eveata He conuudered every thini^ 
that he dia with refeience to its bearing upon (he 
|[!eneial. view of his poUtical afiaira ; and by labomv 
iiig to i^sfeet the details, he considered that he was 
altendmg to the peifection of the wholes He re- 
trenchsd aQ useless expenses^ and stopped the tor- 
lents of proiiisioci by which Ma father had diverted 
the streams of public wealth to vain and unnecessary 
Hoesw The eoiHt was the irst pavt of the state thiU 
felt this lefontt. He only kept there the number of 

S^rsQDO id>8okitely necessary foi hia dignity»or use- 
I to the sUde^ Of one huadved chamherlams who 
belonged to- bis father, he retained but twelve ; the 
others took to the profes^isA of arns»or to tiiiat of 
diplomacy. He reduced his own expense to a very 
smaU siniy sayie^i that a princo ought to be spaiing 
of the bWd aiid. treasure of his sobject& Hewas^in 
Ibis respeett a real philosopher upoa a fhrone ; very 
(Hfierentfi>OB» those who nudbe their barren and use»» 
less science cossist in the consideration ef those ab- 
stract qaestiooa which seem to ehide our research* 
He gave the example of an austenty and a frugality 
worthy of the first times, of the Roaiaa republic : 
the caiemy of the imposing and outward pomp of 
loyalty, has sftoieal viorUie also pcev^ted his making 
iiae of the commoBSst comforts of life* These simple 
mannesa and this great economy formed the mqst 
perfect eontrasi possibD^ with the vain pomp and the 
profusion of Frederic the First* The politioal object 
which Frederie William paroposed to himself by his 
interior asnmgements.was» to render himself fbrmi- 
dak^ to his neif^boms by the keeping up of a nu- 
metouft anny. The example of George Wilfiam* 

* The EIlKtflr Ctemfe WUniB» gnmd!Aiinrfi»Rttelt 
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Ind tauglKt liini bow d m wtows it w farm prince lobe 
wUhont the power of dewnding^ Idnneif ; and lhat«f 
Fred^rie the First, whose troops were less at his 
own disposal than al that sf the iMieB who paid fot 
them, had eonrineed hknth«t a flotereign is oidj i<^ 
spected in proportion ae he i«nders hiniaelf .radoabfr- 
me by his power.*^ ' ^ 

In 1714 the generals of Charles the Twe]itii,Kttig 
of Sweden, being unable to resist the united anntes 
of the czar and the King of Potend, whp were laying 
waste Swedish Pomerania, and had bombarded Stet> 
tin, the capital, consented to deliver that town inse- 

Suestration to the King of Pmssia; who accepted 
lie deposite, and paid 400,000 crowns to the aUied 
troops to induce them to consent to the agreemei^.f 
No sooner, however, had Charles the T^^elftb, who 
had now been for eleven months in bed, at Demotica. 
near Adrianople, heard of this transaction, than he 
entirely disavowed his generals, and proclaimed his 
determination of never repaying the 400,000 crowns 
advanced by the King of Prussia4 This condnctt 
and a successful attack made by the Swedes upon 
the Prussian troops, who had also .seqoesteied and 
garrisoined the island of Usedom, an important fbrti* 
fication at the mouth of the Oder, induced the King 
of Pnmsia, in 1716, to abandon the neutrality he had 
hitherto jMrofessed^ and to unite his forces with the 
Russisftt^ 'Saxons, and Danes, who were leagued to- 
gether to curb the restless and unceasing encroaoh«> 
ments of the Swedish monarch. It appearis that it 
was wilh considerable unwillingness that Frederic 
WiUiaiii ' brought himself ta declare war against 
Cha^eS ;' for upon hearing of the conduct of the 
Swedish'iroops at Usedom, he could not help sayin^t 
** Why wM a kingl esteem oblige me to become his 
enemy.^^ 

* M^XMkA jppar Mndr A rHUtoire de U Maiaon de Braad^bowy. 

t Ibid, 

i Voltaiae, Histoira de Chariea XH. 

f MiiBoina iwor aenrlr 4 rHteuOra da la Midaan da 
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The first enterprise which the allies undertook in 
conjunction was the siege of Stralsund, where 
Charles w^s now arrired from Turkey* and had 
given immediate notice of his intention of carrying 
on the war with renewed vigour. Frederic WiK 
Ham commanded his own troo^ which amounted 
to SOtOOO mien, in person, as did also the King of 
Denmark;* and ** thus was presented to Europe the 
spectacle of a king besieged by two kings in per* 
son.'^t The Prince of Anhalt was, in fact, the real 
commander under the two sovereigns. The fate of 
Stralsund, and the flight of Charlesj are too well 
known tp require mention here. The> death of this 
prince, which happened shortly afterward, was the 
signal foir peace, which was concluded at Stock- 
holm ; and Frederic William was rewarded for the 
bravery of his troops by the acquisition of a part of 
Pomerania to the crown of Prussia. At the com- 
mencement of the siege of Stralsund, Frederic Wil- 
liam wrote the following letter to his council of 
state at Berlin, which shows that at this time his 
feelings for his eldest son were what might have 
"been expected from a father, though subsequentlv 
th^y became so much ahd so unaccountably changedL 

** From the camp before Stralsund f . 

" 2eth AprUr ins. 

"^ As I am a man, and may therefore die or b^ shot. 
I command you all, in that case to take care ct Fritz,^ 
for which God will reward you. And I give you aU, 
beginning with my wife, my malediction, and may 
God punish you as well temporally as etemallv, (f 
yoii do not bury me after my death in the vault in 
the chapel of the palace at Potsdam. You are not 
to permit any feasting or ceremonies at my funeralt 

* n«derie1V..wbo sneeeedad hit ftUier Christian Y. tn 1004, SSA 
tedHlnwiriiilTSO. 
t MAmoirM pour atnrir irBtatotoe de la HaiaoD de Bcmdetoon. 
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eatcept fhat you shaU order the regiments in the 
neighbourhood to fire a salute.*^ 

At the siege of Stralsund Frederic W£Qiam fimt 
l)ecame acquainted with a French refugee, by name 
Du Han de Jendun, who had left France, together 
with his father, on account of his religion, at the 
time of the revocation of the edict of Nantz, and 
had since been educated at the French college at 
Berlin. He had accompanied the son of the field- 
marshal Count Dohna to the siege, as his preceptor ; 
and the circumstance of a tutor who followed his 
pupil to the field, so pleased the king, that he deter* 
mined to put him about the prin6e royal in a similar 
capacity ; a determination which, on his return to 
Berlin, he without delay put into effect.t 

Du Han appears to have been a man of some 
merit, and was adroit enough to obtain the confi- 
dence and affection of the young prince, during the 
eleven years he continued with him, to a- very great 
degree. *' He possessed considerable: cleverness, 
and a great deal of knowledge. It vras to this pre- 
ceptor that Frederic owed his instniction| and the 
good principles which regulated his conduct during 
the early part of his life, and which'always continued 
to have some influence on 'his mind.'^ 

The return of tranquillity in the north of Europe 
enabled Frederic William to turn his undivided at- 
tention to the improvement of his kingdom and the 
discipline of his troop, — the two objects which ever 
afterward ^continued to occupy him. For this pur- 
pose he made }rearly visits to his different provinces, 
taking with him generally the young Frederic; 
where he redressed grievances, encouraged agricul- 
ture, trade, and manufactures, and exercised and re- 
viewed his troops. He also by degrees increased 
the numbers of the latter, till at the end of his reign 

* Friedrietos dM Grosaen Jagendtalm, Ton Fr. Vttrater. 
1 Ibid, t UAnotiwdtlmllvgnTediBtnMi. 

Vol. I " 
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fbfij a:iioq]iM to 70,000 effactivo m^Ut coi^ildeiaUy 
more than double the fof oe possessed by kis (aXhsr. 
It is said that an accidental circumstance, which 
occmrp^ to him ea^rly in Ufe» first |av« to FMIenc 
WiUtam the ides» as w<4l as the desire, of .iBerea«uu[ 
his militaiy foreti. This prince in liia youth seirad 
the campaigns in Flanders ; otid while he assisted 
at the siege (^ Touraay, he one dayfound two Eng- 
lish generals diepntiag together. . xhe one affirmed 
that the King' of Pmssifi could scarcely afford to 
maintain 16,000 men without the assistance of sub* 
sidieSf while the oth^r contended th^t he could sup- 
port S0,000. The young prince, with some warmth^ 
said to them, ^' The king my father could maintain 
30,000, if he chose it.''* The English took this 
answer for the boasting of an ambitious youxi^ man, 
who wished to magnify the resources of his country, 
but Frederic Wiltiam, when he came to the throne, 
prored that he haid not exaggerated ; and the good 
administration of his finances enabled him from tho 
first year of his reign to maintain 60,000 men with- 
out receiving subsidies from any power. 

Towards the d«d of this vear arrived the Czar 
Peter the Great and his wite Catherine, at Berlin; 
who seem to have been most unwelcome guests to 
the court, on account of their uncouth and barbauroud 
manners, and to the king, on account of the addi- 
tional e^qiense which was entailed on him by their 
visit. Upon tUus oocasion he wrote the following 
characteristic epistle to the genera] directory:—" I 
shall allot 6000 dollars, to be paid by the finance 
dkectory, to defray the cihar^ of the Qzar's journey 
from Memel to Wesel. While he is at Berlin tho 
expense of his entertainment will be a Sieparate ac- 
coimjt. I witt not give a single iiarthing more ; buit 
to Um world yott must give oat that it has cost vm 
30^000 or 40,{m doUacs."! 

* M6moin« MHur Mnir A rmfCoin de la Malaon deBnaj^hirarg. 
I FriedriclNi OM OfQPMa JaieQ4]|Uure, Toa Fr. F6nter. 



tlie^ w«m ledger «l lif<mb^% a^^alftce boloitgnff 
\^ thid qaeeil,->-wliO) to preirent a recuxrenoe oC thS 
^K»iik?f6 mf^itik the R«s«ibiis had caused ia att Ihi 
iMHet plaees^ they liad itikabitedv had tlw iMuad^ uto> 
fltiiiish^ aftid eanfird aimy every tfaing^ thai imM 
mf'tie in it.* Tlie csatv kis wilk, and all tiwk obnrt 
limyed some ^dbQrs after this at lHoaMiiDa by itatefv 
The king ^aid queen reoeived tkeai on Uie hank oi 
Ihe tii^eh The Idng gave his hitnd te the onrina to 
assist kef to kkud. As seon as the etar had disemr 
barked he gate his hand to the kingv vai said to 
hiRH^'^ I am giad te see yoa, ray biroSai' Fredetie.'' 
H6 afterwai-d appreachedthe qtteeii» aid vrished to 
embrace her, bi^ she Tepalsed Urn* liw (»anita 
fyegan by kissing the hand of the qfaeen, which she 
tSid several times^ She then presented to her the 
Doke and Duchess of Meeklenbaarg, who accoo»> 
Minied her, and .490 ptiBteaded' ladies of her soiio. 
They were for the most part German maidMsetvanis, 
who timted the oilces of attendant ladies, of womea 
Of the bed-chamber) of^tsooks, and of washerwotnen. 
Almost all these creatures carried rach in their arms 
H ehdd in Hch clothing ; and when they were ad^d if 
they were their own, they answerM^ with m^y 
feverences after the manner of the RussianSf ** The 
^ar has done me the honour to begat this child for 
t&e.^ The -queen would not ssdute these crea^ree. 
The czartna in return treated the prtncesaes of the 
Mood with a great deal of kaagfattness^ and it was 
w^ much difficulty tlait the kwg persuaded imr to 
aalute them.t 

^ I saw all thi^ oomrt the day aftcivt when the 
tzaor and his wife eatm to pay the queen a. visit. 
That pHneess received them in the great apartmentB 
Of the palace, and went to metft them as nur as the 
guard-roonu The queen gave her hand to the 

* IGbmoires de 1ft Mftrmve d« Btfrelth. f AiA 

la Is Oi^PriHMift of BMBitti tkbft ifMln. 
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etarina, aiidtimtting: her on her right, condncied her 
to her liudience-chamber. Hie lung and the czar 
followed them. As. soon as the latter prince «aw 
me he recognised ine, havii^ seen me five yeanr 
beibre. He took me in his arms, and hurt my (ace 
by kissinpf me/ I gave him boxes on the ear, and 
fought with him as much as I was able, telling him 
that I did not like these familiarities, and that he 
dishonoured me. He laughed much at this ideSf 
and conversed with me for a considerable time. 
They had before given me my lesson ; so I talked 
to him of his fleet, and of his conquests, which 
charmed him so much that he said several times to 
the czarina that he would willingly give up one of 
his provinces to have a child like me. The czarina 
also caressed me much. She and the queen were 
placed under the canopy, each in an arn^-chair ; I 
was by the side of the queen, and the princesses of 
the blood were opposite to her. The czarina was 
short and fat, of a very dark complexion, and. had 
neither air nor grac^. It was, sufficient to see her 
in order to discover her low extraction. From her 
dress otfe would have taken ^ her -for a German ac- 
tress. Her clothes had been bought at a second- 
hand clothes-shop: they were ojd-fashioned, and 
excessively charged with silver and dirt. The front 
of her stomacher was ornamented with precious 
stones: the design was a singular one — a double 
eagle, of which the plumes were set with very smaU 
diamonds, very ill*mounted. Sh6 had a dozen 
orders, and as many portraits of saints and relica 
attached- al<ong the edge of her gown, so that when 
she walked one thought one heard the, bells of a 
mule, as all these orders knocking one against the 
other made the same sort of noise. The czar, on 
he other hand, was very tall, and rather well made ; 
his face was regularly handsome, but the expression 
of his countenance had something so harsh in it that 
ii frightened one* He was habited as a sailors with 



1717.] tm Of naiMniie u^ 81 

a dress afi of ^ same coMnr. His oaaif a% wIio 
i^ke Gerfluin yeTy ^ and trnHd^ not uadenMsni 
wlut tl» ^mecn said to heiv kad her fod broog^lit to 
Imv wid oonfersod witH her ift Rnssiaii. This poot 
tnreatiure ww a Pnncess 6alitie% wIm> lied been t^ 
dnced.to set the Idol in older to saire her tiftk 
Aaring been ia»plie»ted in a oenspiraoy against flm 
^emti she kai twioe reoeiirod tiio knout* I do not 
know, what she said to die cfiuina, but that fNinoosa 
was in constant fits of ianghler. At lei^k wo 
went to dinneti and liierttar placed knnself fay the 
side of tiie qoeso. 1* is wdl known that this prinoe 
kBid once been peisoned in hi* yooth,-*-a most subtle 
^son had kMiki on kia nerves, wfaiok caused hiin 
oometimes to fall into a sort of convidsion that 
^<x>nld not be presented. An accident of this UnA 
happened to him at table : he made manf contoi^ 
iiona^ and, as he hid his kntle in hia hand, aMi ges* 
tieidated with it ynrj/^ near the <|tteen^ she was eo 
irichtened that she several tnnes wished to got np 
and go away. The csar reasswed her, and begged 
ker to tran^tlliae herself; as he wocdd do bet nO 
Jiarm : at the same time he took ker kand and 
.equeexed it with so niueh violence in his own thnit 
the oaeen was obliged to cry ont, which made Mm 
Inngn heartily, saying at the same time that her 
bones were much more delicate than those of Ma 
'.Catherine* Ev«ry Unng was prepared after- supper 
•€or a bail, but he went awSy as soon as we weio 
risen from taUe, and returned alone and on foot to 
Bionbijon. The next day he was shown all that 
was most remarkable at Bssin, and among other 
tilings the cabinet of medals and of antique statues. 
Tlwre was one among these last; as I have been 
brid, which represented a pagan divinity in a veiy 
indhoent postwre. This statae was regarded as veiy 
rare and valuable, and as one of the fittest in the ca(- 
lection. The czar admired it much, and ordered 
the czarina to kiss it* She wished ts refuse, but he 

C9 
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lMcaineaii|[fy,a]ifd8akl to her in bad G^rmxaf kopaif 
which signifies, I will cut your head off if you' do 
not obey me. The czarina was so frigfateiie4 thi^ 
•he did all that he wished. He asked for this statoe 
without the sligfhtest hesitation, as wdl as for 
several others, which the king could not refuse to 
give him. He did the same -with respect to a cabi- 
net, of which all the panels were of amber. This 
^eabinei was iinique in its kind, and had cost immense 
sums to the king Frederic the First. It had the sad 
fate to be sent to St. Petersburg, to the great remt 
of eveiybody. This barbarous court departed at 
length two days after this. The queen iihmediately 
returned to Monbijou. The desolation of Jerusalem 
reigned there ; I never saw any thing like it ; every 
thing was so entirely ruined that the queen was 
<rt>liged to have idmost the whole house rebuUt."* 

About this time, according to the Memoirs of the 
Princess of BareiUi^ where alone the circumstance 
is mentioned, the life of the young Frederic was in 
considerable peril* from d conspiracy which was in* 
.tended to envelop in one common destruction the 
persons of himself and of his father. In order to the 
oetter understanding of this strange story, it is ne- 
cessary that we should retrace our steps t6 an 
earlier period in the Ufe of Frederic William. While 
only pnnce royal he had selected as his two favour- 
ites Leopold Prince of Anhalt-Dessau, and the 
general Gnimkow. The' first a man- of talent, es* 
pecially in his military capacity, but ambitious^ 
false', and cruel. His character was violent and Ob- 
stmate : quick but prudenl in his enterprises, to the 
valoipr of a hero he united the experience of having 
served in the finest campaigns of Prince Eugene 
His manners were ferocious ; his ambiticm without 
measure f learned in the art of siegee, a fortunate 
feneral, a bad citizen, and capi^le of all tb« enter 

* Mttnoini da la MarfnTd de B«Miilu 
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prises 0[ the Mariuses and the Syllas, if foitmie bad 
favoured his ambition in the same way it did those 
Romans.* The other is described as a man of so* 
perior understanding, cultivated, agreeable, and in^ 
einiiatin^; but concealing under this fair outside a 
total want of principle. The great object of these 
two individuals was, first tq obtain and tlien to pre* 
serve a complete ascendency over the mind of 
Frederic Wiliuun, in which they were unfortunately 
too successful. Of the means to be employed for 
this purpoGfe they seem to have been in no ivay 
scrupulous. The Prince of Anhalt had been disap-^ 
pointed by the marriage of Frederic William to the 
Princess of Hanover,, who was preferred to his own 
mece,'a princess of the house of Or^ge.f Whether 
from a vindictive feeling of revenge towards the in- 
nocent Sophia Dorothea, or from a wish to prevent 
herobtainmg influence, over her husband, his first 
care after the marriage was to inspire the mind of 
Frederic William with sentiments of jealousy, — 9^ 
fault , to which he was by nature too prone, and 
which for many years was the source of great ua>» 
happmess to the princess. 

The next scheme of the Prince of ^Bhalt was laijd 
oh conjunction with Grumkow. They concerted to- 
gether to persuade the king to consent to a project 
Jor the marriage of his eldest daughter to the Mar- 
grave of Schwedt, nephew of Anhalt, and heir to 
the throne of Prussia in the case of Frederic Wil- 
liam's decease without male heirs. The weakly 
constitution of the young Frederic, then the king's 
only son, gave them hopes. that this contingeney 
might occur ; and the marriage proposed would then 
ensure to the Margrave of Schwedt the entire inr 
heritance of every thing possessed by the house of 
Brandenburgh. Frederic William listened with fa- 
vour to the proposition ; but the extreme youth of 
the princess deferred the final execution of the i^an* 

" * If eiiioir«« pour Mrrlr ft Ilffatolra de la Maiwm da BrandBbovrf 
t HAmoirai de la HargniTe de BareiUi 
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bllwvMn ^vlt^ Am h«aMi of i^Meiie improt^d 
•0 much thai all hojpe of ptioiliiig tiy his death 
Memed at an MdL 

. DetanRined not to loae the fniita of thehr hitrigoea, 
lOie eoofederatea resolted to e<!^t by Tioient meam 
whiit natuie denied them. A faronn^le 6pponiiBit)r 
1^ puttinif their deeisiia into execution oeemrred in 
the animal at Berlin of eome eoihediane and rope* 
dUKsen. Qtumkow enga^ to induce the king to 
ittend one or their exhibitions, and to tdke hia eon 
Frederic ^th him : in older to obtain the latter ob* 
Ject, he was to uiri;e that the sight of the repmen- 
lation wfMild be hKelv to dissipate, or at least to di- 
minish, the melanehofy humour-of the y6vmg prince. 
The theatre, which was made of wood, was to beset 
on fire, as if by accident, as soon as the royal family 
entered it; and, in the midst of the tumult occa* 
eioned b^ this, the king' apd the prince were to be 
eferangledk The palace was also to be set on fire, i^ 
order to add to the conftrsion ; and the crime beh^ 
accomplished^ Anhdt and Orumkow were to take 
mssession of the government in the name of the 
Margrave of Schwedt, who was then in Ittdy. The 
king agreed to the proposal of going to the theatre, 
as soon as it was made to him ; and the day arrived 
which was to consummate the scheme. 

Fortunately, the Count Manteufel, envoy from the 
King of f^oland at Berlin, was in the intimate con* 
fidende of Grurakow ; and becoming acquainted with 
the particulars of the conspiracy, and being strode 
with a natural horror at t^e turpitude of the crime 
p^jected, communicated the psurticuhirs of it to his 
mistress, Madame de Blaspii, one of the queen's 
ihvourites. Madame de Blaspii did not disclose the 
whcHe plot to the queen: she appears to have been 
afraid of doing so, knowing how high Gramkow and 
Anlndt stood in the kinff's favour. She, however, 
told enough to frighten the queen exceedingly, and 
advised h^ in any case to prevent the king firom 
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going to the theatre. The ttepe Sofribia Dorothea 
tooK to effect this object mark very clearly the awe 
and fear of her husband in which she "lived. She 
seems never to have contemplated the making him 
acquainted with what she knew; but leaving him in 
ignorance, she sought to detain him from the theatre 
Jby indirect means. ; 

The young Frederic was intimidated with fright- 
ful^descriptions of the representation; andher eldest 
daughter was enjoined, by caresnng and amusing 
her father, to make, him forget the hour of his aj^ 
pointment ; and was further tc^d, that upon her suc- 
cess pa. this depended the lives Of her father and 
brother. The princess describes herself as having 
been successful for some time ; but that at length 
the kin?, remembering his engagement, started up, 
and holding his son by the hand, went towards the 
door of the apartment. Frederic wept and resist4kly 
to the great astonishment of his father, who at lengthf. 
taking him up in his arms, was ilbout to carry him 
away by force. ^ It was then," says the princess, 
^ that I threw myself at his feet, which I embraced 
and bathed with my tears ; while the queen placed 
herself before the. door, and besought/ him for that 
day not to leave the palace.*'* The king, surprised 
more and more, demanded from the queen the rea« 
son of this conduct. She was unable to give him 
satisfactory answers, but confessed to him what she 
knew ; and the next day he was made acqiudnted 
with the whole conspiracy by Madame de BlaspiL 
Grumkow was confronted with her, and solemnly 
denied say knowledge of the transaction. 

Upon this it became necessary toe|[amine further 
into the mystery of iniquity, and the principal per«» 
son appointed for that purpose was thenscal-general 
Katch, a friend of Grumkow's. Katch is thus de« 
spribed by the Princess of Bareith^"-*^ Worthy of 

• Mtanii^deU IbigitfrielitliMii' 
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tilt protectioD 0f GffQmkon^he WM llie Wrtg ftmtge 
«f the oiiiiMt Judge ia Seritrtmet and was fantei and 
aMkoned by all good peottle**** By iageBioQs brow« 
beating and ofoeecqueilMiAag Madame de Blaepa 
was tnrowii off hei ^foard, ^ad led mto contradic- 
inoa^ Finally» not bemg- aMe to predaee proofs of 
what she asserted, she was condeiMied to confine- 
ment as a criniiaai in the fortieas of Spaiidau, while 
Qfumkow and Anlialt wera ftst^red to fiftvottr. The 
P ri nc e es of BaraiHi eonekides her relatfoB of this 
aingular transaction with the following 8e.itence>^ 
**^ I becanw acqvaiitod with afi ^e parficalars whieh 
I have just idatted (ton the qaeen my mother: they 
aie known to atily a tery few ihmvidtials. The 
queen took great patna to conceal them; and my 
brother, i^r tie oaaio to the crown, had all the 
wtitinga relating to the trial bomt. Madame ds 
BKaaptl was reteaaed at the end of a 3rsar, and het 
im[m8onnient was changed to banishment in the 
territory of Oldvei. The king saw her some years 
afterward, showed her much civility, and pardoned 
her the past. Alter the death of this prmee, tiie 
king my brother, to please the q[iieen, placed her as 
foremess to my two yoangest sisters.** 

It baa becii already stated that the history of this 
cottspihu;y exiata only in the Memoirs of the Princesa 
of Bareith, ao often quoted in this work, and from 
wlacb the eitcomataneea Jnst related are extracted. 
Yet Frederic tiie Gteat certainly alhides to it, though 
iadtrectlyt in hia Memoirs of the Hoose of Bnoi- 
denbnrgli; where, having given an account of the 
intrigues of a miserable Hungarian, named Clement, 
who pretended to discover eonMpiracies i^inst the 
person of the king, and who haa just expiated his 
oibnoes by a violent death, he adds, *' Nevertheless 
Ummm aocBsations occasioned the ruin of some for* 
tme^ waA cansadfor a time distrosts ^md snspiciona* 
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Calumny introduces itself more ensHf into the minds 
of , princes than justification.'^* This passage, and 
the subsequent favour shown by Frederic to 6rum« 
kow, whom, on his accession to the throne, he made 
a field-marshal and gofetBor of Berlin, would at the 
first view lead us to imag^ine that he disbelieved -the 
tiEisteiice of tiM eoaiipunacy« A Itttk reflection upoa 
the character of this orince wifl ho«i«fer be 0001- 
cieni to make it very ooubtful wheUier he realtv dis- 
believed it, or only was anxiotts the woiid sinoidd 
think he did» for political pari>08e8. What those 
purposes might have been i^ is ii^possibte for us at 
this distance of time to decide; biit, aHer Tssdiinji^ 
the circumstantial and clear relation of the conspi* 
racy, which maybe fbund in the Memoirs of iis 
sister, who must hskve been fidly aware of all the 
djrcumsta];ice8 and bearings of the case; it is suMjr 
lair to infer the probabihty, thtit some vieirs of this 
kind occasioned the insertion of the passiwe w^ fattrs 
just read in the MemoireT of the Hoose of Sronden- 
OUTji^h, and the honours bestowed on Grsmkow* 
Ilpon Jhe whole, we may, perhaps, without daii|*sr 
of falling greatly into error, come to the foUowmf 
conclusion: — ^that the facts stated by the Prineess 
of Bareith are generally true; though) kavinff come 
throtigh the channel oi the queen, who was the per- 
sonal enemy 6f f>oth A,nhatt and Grsmkow, my 
may have been somewhat hig!^ coloured. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Character of FMerie^ CMvwiiora-^llliiMa of FradarieWDUara— A«d 
or Ilia flideat Davgbtaf^-^rederie WUliam eodeaToara to iiwpira Ua 
Son with a Military Taate— Negoiiationa with the Engliah Court Ihr 
a double Marriage— 6eorge the Piratat Chartottenburg— Unfbandad 
Jealousy of Frederle WUliam towarda hia ClQaeii>-Hii violent B»» 
haviour— Ftederic at.ibe Age of Fouiteen-^Dialiked and ill-treated by 
hia Father— Hypochondriac Malady of Frederic— Hia Visit to Dreaden 
'— ffia Fatber'a cmel Treatment of him eonthmaa— Un^pi^ iiftof tha 
Pnaaten Royal FaifUly. 

At the age of six years, his health being now much 
improved, Frederic was taken out of th^ hands of 
Madame de Rocoule, land put into those of the Count 
Finekenstein and Colonel fCalkstein, as governor and 
sab-governor. The former, who had commanded 
the Prussian auxiliary troops at the battles of Blen- 
heim and Malplaquet, having previously served with 
credit in the armies of Louis the Fourteenth, was 
a man of probity and a good officer, but low in in* 
tellect ; and the latter is represented to have been 
Of a flattering and intriguing character.* The Prin- 
cess of Bareith sketches him in her severe manner 
thus :— *' Monsieur de Kalkstein possesses a spirit 
of intrigue : he studied under the Jesuits, and has 

Srofited much by their lessons. )Ie affects a great 
eal of devotion, and even of bigotiy. He is al- 
wayiS' talking of being an honest man, and has man- 
aged to deceive many, who have really thought him 
such. His disposition is supple and insinuating, but 
he conceals under all this fair exterior the blackest 
heart. By the unfavourable accounts which he made 
daily of the most innocent actions of my brother, he 
imbitteredthe mind of the king, and inflamed him 
against him.*'t Fortunately for the young princei 

* Vie de Frederic n. 
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and yma hw^vaik imtnioter^ ifowBt albmniiBtoaeted 
ill reUfionf battle pveadM of the GAuttvAndrd^; and 
in mt&eatatVBs and fbrltlABation.byUia Ma{D0>Si^te* 
ingr^ att^eagmeer of umrit* M the- saant tine* with 
fthess^appuintdientar a sspaiater alfoivraner wHfismode 
to Fredenc',. virfiichat first 4»inBiBted) ot 360* ddlltos 
jTcarlsT) and* aftevwatttwwBiincveaaedrtor 6(1^; smia- 
eyahlepitttuMBa. for tile aii(i|xivt ei aoi haraj^amit 
tor a erownr 

The y^ar ,1719 affosdft ttflntnit fevr aneodotevof 
the court of- Piiusata*. In^ the^coiiMeof iir the king 
had« a violent illness :. he also* Ibst^ Mar second son 
bjr a <)9caentery! : hie eldest dauglaer;^ the PitiiHsess 
VnlhMinuia^ had) the; same: dieofraery followed brf a 
nelent braur feyery but recovered.^ Sllei deserms 
beraslf at this ttmvaa in a very miserabla'OQnditiony 
lit contoqniBttee: o£ ih» ill tpealment she. veoeived 
from her governess^ Letf» the danghtev ol^ Gingorio 
Iiati the historian^ wfao^ i^e^ say»i^ lAsat' Insr cmelly. 
Upononetoocasion rin^we^ pnefaM^^lentiirdiiwn 
stairs by tliiaiunwofth|f atten^uit ;. omanntlteraican- 
diestiolb .was thrown at hssr heaifc vA^dSfean it ae« 
f«i«^: in a[hoF^ sher seemw Up hllve^gDne^ through 
^vety' varied of cruel treatment titfi tfav yaar 173& } 
K^en the: practices of- Let! being: disciweved^. she 
was diaoiissed with; ivnominy ;.' aadlher (dace) about 
Ilia princess was fiUed up by Madame dsSonsfi^ 

Fredeme William adminsd: and lo?ed2 no^ng* so 
muclv a» has been before stated, as^faae tidl leghnent ; 
and his sole" delight consisted in exeicisin^ aiid.nm« 
nnnmring them from mosning' toe nighty an oetrnpa*^ 
tion whrch gained forhtn^ framihisteotlieicin^aWy 
George tlse- Second of Bnglaiid;. ttie^apudlaHouof 
^^UhrlBorposalofPiUsdaai^ir Sfoototeing hfamjwn 

t: Fbderie miiam rsMrted l^ealliiif:G«Mrii;.« Wam^Mw^im eaw 
djig ii»<»«fcM>tifc < rtw ; --«toMttMii>Rto:H<>eircf 9nlX 
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llitest it was natural ihat his Ant object with htt 
ton should be to make liim a good toldier. Accord 
iigly we find, that as soon as Frederic was ei^t 
^ars old he gave him a sort of arsenal of small arms 
of various kinds, suited to his age and strength ; and 
shortly afterward made him colonel of a regiment 
of boys, the drilling and disciplining of which was 
intended to form his principal study. The militanr 
habits and studies oi Frederic, wh^h in afler-li^ 
formed one of the most prominent parts of his char- 
acter, do not appear to have originated in his youth, 
but rather to nave grown out of his situation, and 
the necessity of his affairs, when called upon to 
wield the Prussian . sceptre. On the contrary, we 
ftud that in early life he preferred his flute and his 
books to his regiment ; an offence which Frederic 
William was accustomed to visit wi^ the utmost 
severity, with blows and abuse, and sometimes with 
confinement on bread and water.* 

"The years 1721 and 1733 appear to Iiavebeen 

(principally^ occupied by negotiations with the court 

*ik England for a double' marriage between the two 

toyal families ; an event upon Which the Queen of 

-mssia had set her heart. According to Uiis plan, 

.the Princess Wilheimina was to marry the Duke of 

•CHoucester, afterward better known as Frederic 

?Prince of Wales ; and the young Frederic, one of 

lihe finglish princesses. George the First of En^- 

ilaad was, as it is well known, much influenced by 

the women about him ; to whom, therefore, the 

couitof Prussia were obliged io apply for their good 

^ offices in the affair of thedouble marriage. From the 

disunion which reip^ed among them, as well as from 

•the characters-which have been transmitted to us of 

them, we may form some idea of the difllculty of 

conciliating their various views and interests in fa* 

>our of any one object. The Princess of Bareith 

gives ts fbe following sketch of the English court* 

* yi» de Frcderie n. 
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be^nning with the Ipng. ^The Kinff of Gr^al 
Britain, was a prince who piqued himself upon hay-. 
ing much feeling, hut unfortunately he had never 
applied himself to discover what constituted that 
quality. There are many virtues which, pushed to 
ei^cess, become vices. This was his case. He 
affected a firmness which degenerated, into har^h* 
ness, and a tranquillity that might have gone by the 
name of indolence. His generosity only extehded 
itself to his favourites .an<J his n^istresses, by whom 
he aUowedr himself to be governed : the rest of 
the woild were, excluded from a p^icipation in 
them. His haughtiness, since he came to the throne, 
was become insupportable. Two qualities rendered 
him estimable,— ^his love of equity and of justice. 
He was without rancour, and piqued himself on 
constancy towards those whom he liked. His man- 
ner was. cold: he spoke but little, and was only 
fond^ of the conversation of foolish people. The 
Countess Schulembourg, then Duchess of Kendal 
and Princess of Eberstein, was his mistress,' or 
rather, he. had married her with the left hand. She 
was of the number of those persons who are so 
good, that, in fact, they are not good for any thing. 
She had neither vices nor virtues, and all her study 
consisted in endeavouring to preserve her favour* 
and to prevent any other person from wresting it 
from her. 

" The Princess of Wales* had a great dear of 
cleverness, much knowledge and instruction, and % 
ffreat capacity for political affairs. She gained all 
Hearts on her first arrival in England. Her -manners 
were gracious, and she was. aflhble ; but she had 
not the good fortune to preserve the love of the 
people, as they found means to discover her real 
character, which did not^ answer to the/ exterior. 
She was imperious, false, and ambitious. She has 

* Quiea OiroUiio. 
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be6B4>fteii oompaiflA'io AsiiiqiMir aiid «IieiiM»ii 
ceitaiDigrl)Ave>eiMd oat, ifte tint «iiifre88,^IielllH 
perish, ^iridoA i tseigii.* TPhe prinee^itfr Imalml 
had not inbi« MeutiHiaii il» Jtinir ^ hikerz be 
was of « q«ick and mtent ilan|iei«.hai)9btfr, and of 
an unpaffdonahle aamceif 

was the oajtiural'dai^^r of Iheolfl jBtecADr cif Ha»* 
orer «id4>fVCoiHiii^ Plates. One jmg^ Jta^iaftar 
wi^ imibf Itot sfae had cleveraeas iike:atd^Til,llof 
it was entirely ttinied to evil. She vnus vicaouayin* 
triguing, and a« anihitioiis sas ihe ioeter >wiaiiiea» 
WMse 'Chaaraet^ I have just dhnvwa. 'fSiese thaee 
women gomevnediheikiag: hyiiMeae. AMiioiigfa ^ef 
<|uan«^d drendft^with one aotid^s, thMr^ipj»* 
iom w0ve united on one ^point,. which was :fheir;anx» 
iet^, thaft the young Bake ai QikmteeteT jdiOHlii 
neither hiarry a jpiincess of asgveai howse* nor one 
possessed jof great talents^ in ^ondertiat they theif 
selves mi^ ieontiMie sa ^oafeaasan -of th^ fmneni* 
ment*^' 

In the iq^ng>of f783 Creorge the Fimt tmnetto 
Hanover, aecoiBfMtnied bjr bis tnistmuMS"; and the 
King and Queen of Pniasia took the «p]ioriianly «f 
a visit they paid (o hiaft these,' to lenew Hhe discus* 
sion Tespeoting the^onbie aUimiee. M fiist ^ffioul^ 
ties seemed to intervene, bntflie Boeheas of Kendal 
being gained over by the caresses of the Queen oi 
Prassia, these soon ivaniahed. IBhoiitly after the 
return of <he king and queea to iBedin* George the 
First paid them a visit M Ohariottenftmiig, a palace 
withm « few mih» of that oity. The day of iiia 
aivival thete^ at the end of imitu ^^ vbs eeiaed 

* AAemwd » pqpi <fc» 6^fm4. t 

t 4f||«ii»aU/ G«M-ge 0)6 Fint oisrer liked Mm ««'• wift, tbpvglt at 
IIrim «he may Have ba4 tbat influence over liHm wbMi • straof rM 
isayitoobc«iaoTar»«Mlb«M« Jiaa^e Wripfli<w*s ftifilUwinfcwwiBWj 
talla us, that tbf king uaad to eall lier, ** Cette diablaoae, madama la 
prljiMMe!" 

; MAinolna do la MarfraYt do ItaMita 
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with a fit of apoplexy. The <iiieen wished to per* 
suade him to quit the tablet W they made civihties 
to one another for a long time ; at last she got up. 
and went away*' The King of j&igland began to 
reel on his chair : the King of Prussia ran to his 
assistancet and eyeirybody pressed forward' to sup* 
port' him* blit in vain; he fell down on his knees, 
and his wig went one way and his hat the other. 
They laid him down softly on the ground, where he 
remained for more thaa an hour in a state of inani^ 
tion. The care that was taken of him brought him 
back at last to himself. All this time the king and 
queen were in a slate of despair.* From this attack 
the King of England recovered so speedily, that he 
was enabled to take a part in all the entertainments 
which were subsequently given in honour of his 
anrivaL During his residence with his daughter 
a^d sohrin-law a treaty of. alliance between Siexnf 
of which .the double marriage formed a prominent 
feature; was concluded and signed; immediately 
alter which event the King of England returned to 
Hanover, and, ** his manner of taking leave of his 
ikmily was as cold as his first reception of them had 

been."t 
. Shortly after the departure of George the First, 

the Queenpf Prussia was brought to bed of a daugh^* 

ter; and so suddenly, that, there being no other as. 

a|stance at hand, the king was obliged to act as 

midwife upon the occasion. This princess was the 

unhappy Amelia, whose subsequent life and misfor* 

tunes are so weU known. 

^t the end of this yejir the King of Prussia paid 

another visit to his father-iaolaw at his country 

palace of Goher, near . Hanover. Grumkow went 

with Mm, and, if we may believe the Pnncess of 

Bareith, employed himself most infamously during 

•MtOMlrMdtlallargrtTttdeBanWa fJUl 

Dd 
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this expedHion, in waanimg the |edoat laelinflpB of 
the kiii^ agaiaBt hif .wife ; wiehtnf to dimiaien her 
credit and influeneey fnd tiierebj io inerease M$ 
own. The ^consequence was a dieadftil aeetie 
*'The lingv at the end of a fortoigirt, returned to 
Beilin in a foiy. He received his ebihhn^n Icindlf, 
but refttsed to see the queen. He went through her 
bedchanibery ki order to go to supper^ without spealu 
ing to her. The ooeen, and we aU, were an ihe 
most cruel state of uneasiness on aeepnnt of this 
proceeding; She Mwke to him at length* and ex^ 
pressed to him, in the mildest and most affectionate 
terms, her unhappiness at his manner at aetiitf 
towaids her. He oolf ansiwered her by abuse "and 
reproaches on her pretended ioidelity ; and if 
Madame de Kamken nad not persuaded him to go 
away, his passion would perhaps have iled him to 
some dreadful act of violence; The fallowing day 
he assembled the court physieians, HoltzendortT ihe 
surgeon major of his vegiment, and Madame de 
Kamken, for tkie purpose of examining into (lie con* 
duct of Ihe queens They all took the part ($f that 
princess violently. Madame de Kamken ewen 
treated the king himself ven^ harshly, and showed 
Inm the injustice of Ms snspimons. In fact, the vir- 
tue of the queen was without reproach, and the 
blackest' calumny lias never been able to say any 
thing against' it. The king returned to his senses ; 
begged pardon of the queen with many tears, which 
Aowed the eoodness of his heart , and peace Was 
re-established.'^ 

Early in the foUowing year George the First paid 
another visit to Hanover. The King and Queen of 
Prussia did not flail to meet him there, a^d to renew 
the discussion of the double marriage. This was 
now considered as certain ; but the exieouticn of it 
was deferred for the present, as well on account of 

* MAmoirM de la Maifravt da Banidk 
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tlie extrame TWth of tke parties, as from tbe neccs«>^ 
sity that existed <if laying tlie wof^otitimi Wore the 
lioglish pioliameht. Aflitor amoit etay M Hanover, 
tbe Eiitg ^ Fiufiisia retumodto Sertin; bflt ths 
qneen tematned «o«e mdnjChs longer wtth her iaithei:. 
Fredene Wifliam had permitted herio do so, hoping^ 
that by the iiillueiiee of her presenoe, ^e might he 
enabled to get ^d of t%e delays before stated vespeet- 
ing the marriages ; especisi^ 'mtti regard to that tif 
the Princess Wilhehnm»withtliel>^e ofdoucester, 
whieh he waspartkmlaity anxicms cAiOBld take place 
this year. Finding, upon her return to IBerlin, thai 
she had not been able to effect these (Ejects, he 
quarrefied-^Olentfy with her, had affl the commiiii}* 
cations between her apartment axKl his shot tip, and 
reftised to see or be reconciled to her for near six 
weeks.* Prom this circnmstaoce we may form some 
idea, not only of the violeace, but also of the nnrea* 
sonableness of the teiiip^r of Frederic Wiltiam. 

In the beginning^of the year 1796 another prinoa 
was bora to the royal house of Ftnssia, who ws» 
named Henry,- and who became afterward so cele- 
brated in the histoiy of his conntry. 

At this time the young Frederic, who was now 
arrived at the age of foarteen, is thus described by 
the Prmcess of Bareith : '^ He was the most amiable 
prince pos«H>le ; handsome and weU made. His in- 
tellect was superiorto his age ; and he possessed all 
the qualities which can compose a perfect prince.^ 
Sfich merits, it might be supposed, would have in* 
spired his father with affection for him ; yet it is just 
at this time that we first find mention made of his 
growing dislike to him. The origin of this umlatura] 
feeling is not exactl^r known, but the fact is men- 
tioned by his sister in her Metootrs^ and is tnost 
fully confirmed by subsequent events. It was prob' 
ably increased* if not occasioned, by the dissimilarity 

ft 

* Mimolns de la MargraTe de Barettli. t Ibid, t Mi, 
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of tb6 poTBiiits of the father and son, which, aa 
F^rederic grew up, became., more and more aj^arent 
every day* Ampng other caused of complaint which 
excited the anger of Frederic William against his 
son, none did so. more than the taste of the latter for 
dress and fine clothes (a taste which, however, early 
left him, and gave place to an extreme of negh- 
gence rarely equidled), which^ joined to his love of 
music and French literature, occasioned his father 
to say of him, with expressions of the greatest con- 
tempt, *^ lie is nothing bnt a coxcomb anda Frenpb 
wit, who will ruin all that I have done.*'* ■ 

The following anecdote will explain, as well as 
Justify, the terror in which Frederic^ lived, lest his 
father should at any time discover him occupied in 
his favourite pursuits. ^ Quanz, a celebrated flute- 
player of that time, came to Berlin in the suite of 
Augustus King of Poland, and was accustomed to 
come to the prince, at the- hours when the king was 
known to be otherwise engaged, for the purpose of 
accompanying him. On these occasions Frederio 
used to gratify his love of dress, bv taking off his 
Uniform, and putting on a coat of gold brocade, with 
his hair dressed in the French fashion, and tied in a 
bag behind ; and he insisted upon Quanz being attired 
In a similar manner. On one occasion Frederic 
William arrived unexjiectedly, upon wl^ich Quanz 
hid himself in the chimney, the flutes und music 
were thrown aside, and Frederic hastily reassumed 
his uniform. Thus far all remained undiscovered ; 
but the unfortunate bag, which Frederic had not had. 
time to take off, soon betrayed to the king that 
something extraordinary had been happening. He 
searched, the room, found the brocade coat and the 
music, and had them instantly burnt ; some French 
books, which he also discovered, he ordered to be 

***€• n'M qn'vn pedt-fnaltravet no bd-Mprit Fnm^t, qui hm 

tvn toate ma bo0Of ne."— TUebault, Soavenin d« Viogt Aat 4^ Si 
irABoiip. 
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sent bMk tothe bpols^Der; iloiA «|fan IMNMle 
son* apBQ faiii of his kol^est displeasure, either lo 
instaiei im miiid me to admn lis povssn. Qoaii^ 
fostuBgtdy foriwmself, ynmaiiis<biiiriiBC(CTeffsd in the 
chimney^ 

The FfeJReesstaf Jtaolli tttrlMites mitdk bT <he 
heifcito leeimg«f fVedene WlUian tmraris hiselde^ 
son to 4he shsimiatioM of Ihe Ooiuit JSeokeiick»S; 
the ii«gtnaii emny at ttke^ ii e t of 0er}i&; i^ho, 
hasaqi' instmetioBS trxma hh cwnt to ,eiiiieaTOur -to 
break «ff ifae projeotiad kMUb aBiaMiBe tetwaen tke 
rogpadfun^-irfBi^ilaBdaoiliiat^PnuBia, kBagitted 
that sD#ing^ disseBsiaas amoag fhe Isitter vrould lie 
one of the laoet effectual aseaBs 'Of "Ohtaianig this 
obfaeLf TiieiBteigiiesctf8eek»lMloirff1iadtheelfeet 
of delajriaf ikeae marriages; and 4be death q( 
Geoiit Ike Fkatyiviudh happened atttlastiaie, put a 
final ead to Htb ofgatetioiiB apon the sdbyetft. 
GeoB^e tiie Sbeoad appeaw oei^r to h^ve gif^eA m 
to Urn idea ; thaaffk las skfter^ the 4}u6en of Piasaua^ 
wkase dadng ob^t ia life asems to liave been Hw 
manyn^f tier dai»liiter to lier nepliew, coifluiaed to 
indu^ ia gvaandless laipes and eKpectaliaas for 
soBie yaars laafer. 

The piedoaMnairt fiae&igr in tHie breast of tlna 
prkaxiaswaskeralitadiBieot to the house 'Of Haa^ 
ovar ; aad Che next ^alter that was her love ibr her 
eldest asn, irkKk was lepaikl bjr him with the ahi* 
caveat aflfoetioa and the nioet«oBatantattd uaoeanag 
respect Her cond u ct tte oagfa ^e was eaoBrnpiary in 
the midst -of hardships, pivatioas, and ill treatment 
on the |»art -Qf ker bratal faa8band4 To the adran- 
t^ies of a gfood figaw, a kandaome fiiee, and great 
dipaty of •carriage aad aHMawr, she anited a caMs- 
▼atad flsiad, ikattefoiahed ilor iU halMtual goad and 
sound sense, though tinctured with a certain degree 



r 



* Frifldiidn des GroMen Jiife&ailkNu won ft. 7Antar< 

f lUl 'TliUlMMlt, Soarenlra de Vingt Am de )Uj<wr t Bcrtm 
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of the pride and haugh^neas which were then the 
attributes ,of her race. She lived to the age of 
eighty, and in her old age became ap enormously fat, 
that chairs of an extraordinary size were obliged to 
be constructed for her use.* 

The great object of the Austrian court was to de* 
tach that of Prussia from the strict and intimate al« 
liance which the circumstances of relationship, re« 
ligion, and common interest had occasioned between 
it and Great Britain.t Hence arose the inthguea 
which have been just alluded to, for the purpose of 
preventing the double marriage, and some others 
which occurred ^shortly afterward.^: In order to 
the better understanding of the latter, it will be 
necessary to give some i&z of the alliances 'existing 
in Europe at the period we are now treating of. 

In 1725 the emperor had made a secret treaty of 
commerce with Spain <to which Bussia afterward 
acceded), in favour of his new trading establish** 
ments at Ostend; one of the articles of which was 
an engagement on^hisp^t to compel the restoration 
of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, thea in the possession 
of the English, to the Spaniards.^ The maritime 
powers soon discovered the plans of Austria, and, in 
order to prevent their success, concluded a defen- 
sive alliance with one another, in which Prussia was 
included. Tlie court of Vienna, terrified at this 
league, which they had not power to resist openly, 
determined upon endeavouring to dissolve it by 
means of intrigues. In furtherance of this purpose 
the Count Seckendorff, who was previously well 
known to Grumkow, the King of Prussia's prime 
minister, was sent to Berlin, witl^ orders to leave no 
means untried to gain influence over the king, and 
to lead him to a coincidence with the views and de* 

* Leftrea et M^moirM da Baron de FOnntti. 

t ThMMttU, Soarenlra de Vingt knu de Sijonr A Berlin. 

i Mdmoirea de te Marxnive de Bareitlr. 

$ MAmoirae pour Mirir i rflietoire de la Bfalaon de Bnndtbonf 
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signs of the Austrian c^net. The cfaaraeter of this 
envoy, if we may trust the delineation of it given by 
the great Fredenc, was ** sordid and venal : his mi- 
ners were vulgar and uncultivated. Falsehood was 
become so habitual to him that he had lost the 
power of speaking the truth. His soul was that of 
a usurer, #hich passed sometimes into the body 
of a soldier, sometimes into that of a negotiator.^* 
Seckendorff arrived at Berlin loaded with Spanish 
gold, which he distHbuted with profusion : and tlmt 
poor and venal court was immediately at his dispo* 
sal. He attached himself forthwith to Grumkow» 
who became the confederate of all his schemes. 
The king, who had formerly known him during the 
war of Flanders, at the siege of Toumay, and at the 
battle of Malplaquet, a circumstance which of itself 
was sufficient to inspire htm with favourable im« 

Sressions of his character, and who now found in 
im a boon companion of his drunken orgies, soon 
eranted him his confidence ; and eventually allowed 
his judgment to be entirely directed by him and his 
accomplice Grumkow. 

Frederic William had also beeq greatly propitiated 
by a present from the emperor of a company of 
gigantic soldiers, who followed in the train of Seck- 
endorff; and who arrived most opportunely for the 
Austrian interests, just at the moment when Frede- 
ric William was engaged in quarrelling with the new 
King of England, George the Second, on accotmt of 
a demand made by the latter for the immediate resti- 
tution of some tail Hanoverians, who had been kid- 
napped l^ a Prussian press«gang. The success of 
the intrigues of Seckendorff aid Grumkow in pre- 
venting the double -marriage has been already re- 
lated, and we have seen that the means employed 
by them to effect their end were of the least justi- 
fiable kind. The next step taken by the confederates 

* MtiiiQiiw pov wrvir A llUrtolN de la lUiMii <• Bnadrbooif . 



devoted iot that: of VimuM^ for a mmiage between 
tiw! pmnooA sajml of PniosiB aa^f AvgBwtto tke 
Second* IQiqrofPd«Jid^aiid£aiic1af of SflsoH]^.. If 
fhe^r cooldaeeotiiiilish: thisyca doidUjIi^ benefit was ob-> 
taiittd<-Htoiqpeea?8 Eagiisbissews were put asr anil 
to» and the kmg: wamM>X(» sCiongK]? rnreled t» tbe 
Auatrian aUianee^ 

The heaUli of Flredistia William was be^nningrto 
gixre wagir nnder hia eonatant debaacbee ia the? aae 
otf wine*;- and about tbis^time be* fell- into a-aoT!t.of 

Sspoehondriac maladjf, whic& took aneligious tuni.* 
s had dkimys besn vesy exaet in fai8«devol^(mar^in 
attendiog cbnidiee^ cammuBicatinflp^ <&c. He now 
sedeubledtheae'^raotieea;: f^aie niefamily to^tidk 
npon any uibject bat. rriigion, and jead themi duly 
aenaona';: aftesii^iah] one of hia valeta gave oat a 
peakny wfaich^ the whole* famiiy> were compelled Jto 
aing I and the:BligitteBt:iirattenttcm totheae* exeroiaea 
waa punii9h0d with) brulab aeveri^y.v Aa« his diaaader 
ihcreaaedt hv begsa. tb talk of abdioatiagr the: throne 
ui favour of his son, ancL of I8tinng:withilu»wife'and 
childreBy upoo ai penaioB.of tenj thonaatidi orewnsi to 
one* oi his oounti^ palaces^ called ^ouslerhauaen. 
'^'there,'* saidthe^ ^'^l riiail pray, to* GSod,.and take 
care of my famn-; while my wife and daiigttiei»will 
manage the honselioldi a&dm^' You^ (tb/hisreidfest 
dauffbter), whn: an dever; sfai^ hswa* ther ii^speetlpn 
of the hnen,. whidi: you wilk maha; up)( ^nd of the 
washing-; Frederica^J wlioi ia^ avaricious^ shaE; take 
care otthe provisiona ;: Charihttaishall^ to market 
to^ buy^ us food ; aui nw- wifa wolf manage the? little 
ones* and the>kitoh«i.r|f' Tfaiaaorttofi insanity wont 
ao* ftur, thatt SeeMendoatf and GoonyKiwr beoame 

»li Mwitww » IgJtttgwwdftilliwahi. 
tAftwwv^ HMTgfWiiiO'of-BueMi,' 
Afterward tCiriraYtaeof An«|Mi«li. 
Afterward Itaeaees of Bnuiawlck. 
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alanned ; and, in order to disripate the king's melan* 
choly, as well as to promote their other plans, they 
peniaaded him to pay a visit to the King of Poland 
atpresden. 

Accordingly in the month of January, 1738, Frede« 
tic William mside this journey, accompanied by his 
son, the young Frederic, then sixteen years of age, 
whom, from the dislike he already felt towards him, 
he was with much difficulty persuaded to take with 
him,. The description of the court of Augustus the 
Second at this period is thus given by the pen of a 
contemporary writer t^— " This court was then the 
most brilliant in Germany. Magnificence was there 
carried to excess : all the pleasures reigned in it; It 
might properly have been called the island of Cy« 
thera. The women there were very pleasing, and 
the courtiers very polite^ The king had, a sort of 
seragho of the most beautiful women of the coun- 
try. When h^ died it was cal<;uiated tluU he had 
had 354 children by his mistresses. AH his court 
followed his example : the air breathed nothing but 
luxtiry ;> and Bacchus and Venus were the two divini- 
ties in fhshion.^* The person of the King of Po- 
land is thus described : — ** This prince, who was then 
fifty years old, was majestic in his carriage and 
countenance. An affable and polite manner accom- 
panied all his movements and actions. His dread- 
ful debauches had occasioned an accident to his 
right foot, which prevented his wafidng or standing 
for any length of time. It had been already gan- 

S'ened, and they had only saved his foot by ampu- 
ting two of his toes ; the wound had never healed, 
and he suffered prodigiously from it.^'t 

The pleasures of the court of Augustus soon re- 
moved the melancholy of the King of Prussia; and 
while the two sovereigns passed their time in amuse- 
ments by day, and in drunken orgies by night, their 

*M«iMtnsdelalbNrgtef«>deBiiiii]L t ihU. 

Vol. I.— B 
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vaapective miniateTB arFanti[ed atteaty between Hienl^ 
one o£ the arttelea of whion waa the maniaf e oftho 
King of Poland with the PrinceaaBoyal of Pttnaia^ 
which was subaequently prevented from taking'«ffbot 
by the refusal of the Prince of Saxony^ afterward 
ikiugaatus the Thirds to ratify said guaranty the tfiaiWr 
itage articiesi As iUustratiVe of Uie mann^v of- 
n^hat was ttien considered the most polished court' iir 
Germany^ an anecdote of a- scene which took pfaioe: 
at Dresiien dnrinff the visit of Frederic William, andt 
which is related b^ the Margrariiie of Bftretth^inngf^' 
be worth mentioning ; and^ considering the nature) 
of it, it will perhaps he best to give it in the very 
words of that princess :'-*•** One evemngi whenthe^r 
had sacrificedilargely to Bacchus^ the King of P6«t 
land conducted tlvs king (of Pnmia)^ without faikr 
being aware of it, into a richly decorated •bed'*ohaBiiv 
ber, of which the furniture and airaiufement wcrar^ 
both in exquisite taste. ^ The hinfffCharDBieKl witiu 
what he saw, stopped to look roandihim^' when siidU- 
denly a curtain, was drawn.up, which diaobveted'to^t 
him a most extraordinary sight^-^ young'^^rl, iniliei 
state of oor first parents^ negligently reclining onai 
bed. She < was more beautiful ttian the represeitta»> 
tionsof Venus and- the Graces^ «ad offisredto the; 
view a form, of iv^orv whiter thanr suomf^ coid morff> 
^ely formed than that of the statue of the V^mn^ 
de Mediois at Florence^ The cabinet Which ooa«' 
tained this treasure was lighted with so many wax 
candles, that their brightness was d&xslingp and gave^ 
an additional biillianc^to the charms of this god*- 
dess. 'Hie authors of this comedy were ;n hopjea* 
that this object would. make » great impression oq: 
the mind of the king, but it turned- ont<quit6 other- 
wise. Scarcely had he .cast his eyies' upon this beaik* ^ 
tilol creature, than he turned away> withuMligpDation v 
said seeing my brother behind him, he pnmd lam- 
violently out of the room, and then followed him 
immediately, in great ansar- at the scene . which had 
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^{ust paraed* lie spoke of it that veiy eveoiqg in 
ireiy strofig'tennii^to Gnimkow,and dfclared that if 
any thing of lhe.kiiid happen^ again* he would leave 
Ihreeden immediately."* . 

The King of Poland had been persuaded io thii 
Indecent and unwovt^'eyhibition by Grumkow anl 
Seckendofff, wiho hoped* by indudog Frederic WiL 
.'iiarn to take a mietress, to destroy the influence of 
the 'queen. Nevi^r-weiie people more completely 
wrong in their calculations and expecftatiims than 
ihese ministers $ for of the few virtues •nraetised by 
iFrederic William* the one upon whicn he piqued 
Jiimself the most was his unshaken coi\ju^ fidelity. 
The conclusion of the anecdote is as cunous .as the 
commencement The )Foung Frederic* * in spite 
of the king's haste 4n driidnghim out of the room* 
liad had fi2l leiaore to coiitemplaite the Venus of the 
cabinet, who did not;in^ire him with so much hor* 
xor as she had caused his ftither.'* He became epam- 
oured of her, and obtained her from the King of Po- 
fland, as the price of ihis abstaining from a continua- 
tion of the attentions he bad before shown to l^e 
i}ountes8rOrseUka, the king's natural daughter* with 
whom htr father was tdespaisiteiy in love, in which 
ipur8^it he had rior his rival her (niither «ad his eon Hie 
'Oount RodofakLf 

Shortly altar the retnm of Fredecic WiUiam from 
Dresden* his visit msm returned by the King of Po* 
iand ; and their ^eodahip was liirther oemmted by 
a renewal -of the orgies which, at Dresden, had cele- 
inraited its oommeneementi The cpnsequence of all 
these dissipations to rthe youiig F^rederic was* that 
{fiieir :cessatiosu whteh of oomrse toek place as soon 
asihe Kin^ of Poland left Berlin* caused a void in 
Jiis life which BOthiisg could ifijU up. The monoto- 

* UkuinB de k BiMrnaTa de BaraiUu 

T 8«e Memolraor ibe Bfargni^ine of BaniCh Wbit t eanipUeuai 
and dnadfVil pletm* of srafl^y dttfs tiiia tiagit aaotpnoe oonngr M 
•■rniodMl . ■ ^ -^ 
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nous existence of Potsdam, Joined to his father^ 31- 
treatment, threw him -into a state of melancholy, 
which seemed likely to undermine his health ; and 
when the king was told of his son's danger, and of 
the slow fever that consumed him, he only talked of 
him with greater coYitempt than before, and treated 
him more harshly. After some time Frederic re- 
covered his health, though his contrition in regard to 
his father did not improve ; for at the end of this 
year (1738) we find that the king treated him in the 
most cruel ntanner possible. iTie poor prince was 
not allowed the least recreation : music, reading, the 
sciences, and the fine arts were so many crimes 
which Vere forbidden to him. No one dared to 
speaJc to him : scarcely coidd he venture to come to 
the queen ; and he led the most melancholy hfe that 
can be conceived. In spite, however, of the king's 
prohibition, he applied himself to the study of the 
sciences, and made great progress in them : but the 
state of abandonment in which he lived, and the ex- 
amples he had witnessed at Dresden, caused him to 
fall into habits of profligacy.* 

The commencement of the year 1729 was marked 
by an increase of cruelty on the part of Frederic 
mlliam, towards the princess royal and his son* 
The debauches he had mdulged in, in company with 
the King of Poland, had' left him thdegacy of a vio- 
lent fit of Jthe gout;4he pain of which, added to his. 
natural violence of disposition, rendered his temper 
absolutely insupportable. The princess says, ^ The 
pams of purgatory could not equal those that wef 
endured. We were Obliged to appear at nine o'clock 
in the morning in his room : we dined th^re, and did 
not dare to leave it even for a moment. Every day 
was passed by the king in invectives against my bro- 
ther and myself. He no longer called me any thing 
but 'the £nglish blackguard,' and my brother was 

* ttAmolres de la M argiUTe da Barelth. 
t MeaniDf beneir aad Imr brother Fkvdirio. 
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vimmed 'the rascal Frits*** Heobli9aA«s'to«m«»d 
dx\ok the things for whiioh we. had an ^(Vermont or 
which ittere had for our haalthe* whkli eavneid us 
sometimes to hrmg i^. iu hie preaeaee a& that was in 
jQur stomachs. JSyeiy dajr waa maifced by aome ain- 
iater event; 99A H wm ii|vipe«a|ble to raise mie'a 
eytBf without seeing some wo^app^ peaple tor- 
mented in one waj or 4i^er, The kin^» fiestleas- 
^pess did not sufer hwa to isemian I* bed; he had 
himseJf pljaced in a^Aak pn roUaiataBd waa thus 
fdragged all over the palace : his twaarms vested upon 
crutches, wliich supnoit^ tbenu We alwaya fol- 
lowed tma triomphajfcar^iike uidiappy captiyea who 
are about to undeargp ^eir aentenocf 

** He sent us awa^ one oiennng, whea we entered 
to nay our court to him. * OH alone*' aaid he, ia a 
violent maaaer, to tho jjaooni * witn all your ac- 
cursed children: I wish to be almit.* The queen 
.endeavoured to repiy^ hut he obliged her to be silent, 
apid. ordered the oiaaer to be aerred in her room. 
The queen was uneasy at this, and my brother and 
myself were charmed» Stff we warn beleonira as lemi 
us hack*hQrsee« from imm want of food* But 
ocarcely wei\e we sat down jko dinnw when one of 
fbfB king's servants amved lnre»thkiai[»s«d eiyingoat 
io the queen, ^ For God'o saike, aiadanu cooie as 
meekly as you can, for the king is Irving to strangle 
himse^' The queen ran immediately to the king's 
npsortmenti much frightened^ 8he foimd that he lud 

Sit a cord round his ne^ and woukl have straaf^ 
m8elf,had8henoteoBietohisassistanoa. Hewns 
4ehrioi)s, and i^ n high fever, which, however, di- 
minisbM towards the f vemng» when he found him- 
aelf rather better, 

^ This delighted |is all, fnm the hope that his tem- 
per would be improved & but it turned out quite 
Otherwise- Ha reUted ai ai^pav to the queen, that 

£9 
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he bad received letters from Anspach, which men- 
tioned that the yovokg margrave expected to be at 
Berlin in May, to mariy my sister, anid that he wonld 
Bend Af r. Bremer, his governor, to be the bearer of 
the ring of promise. He asked my sister if that 
pleased her, and how she would manage her hotrse 
when she was married. My sister was upon the 
footing with him to tell him whatever she thought, 
and even home truths^ without offending him. She 
therefore answered him, with her usual frankness, 
that she would have an excellent table, always well 
served ; and she added, ' which shall be a better one 
than yours ; and if I have children, I will not iS- 
treat them as you do, npr force them to eat things 
that are unpleasant to them.'—* What do you mean 
by that V replied the king, * and what is wanting to 
my table V ^ There is this wanting,* said she ; * that 
one cannot get enough to eat at it ; and that the little 
there is at it consists only of coarse vegetables, 
which we cannot besu*.' The king had begun to be 
angiy at her first answer; this last completed the 
thing, and put him in a tarv ; but all his wrath fell 
upon my brother and myself. He first threw a plate 
at my brother's head, who escaped the blow, and 
then another sCt trie, which I idso avoided. A volley 
of invectives followed these first hostilities. 

** He flew into a passion with the queen, reproach- 
ing her with the bad education she gave to her chil- 
dren; and! addressing himself to my brother, * You 
ought to curse your mother,' said he, * for she is the 
cause that you are so ill-conducted. I had a pre- 
ceptor,' continued the king, * who was a good man. 
I remember always a story he related to me in my 
youth. He told me that there was onice a man at 
Carthage who had been cdndenined to death for 
many crimes he had committed. He asked permis- 
sion to speak to his mother when they were lead- 
ing him to execution. They allowed her to come to 
hmi. He approached her as if to whiibper some^^ 
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thing to her, and bit off a^ piece of her ear with his 
teeth. I treat you thus, said he to his mother, to 
make you an example to all parents who do not take 
care to bring up their children in the ways of virtue. 
Make the application of this/ continued he, address- 
ing himself always to my brother; and seeing that 
he did not answer, he began again abusing us, till he 
was no longer leible to utter. We rose from table ; 
and as we were obliged to pass by him, he aimed a 
great blow a( me with his crutch, which I happily 
eseaped* or he woidd have knocked me down. He 
pursued me for some time in his chair, but those who 
drew him along gav me the time to escape into the 
queen^s apartments."* 

Amon^ the ' occupations of JPrederic William 
during his fits of the gout, painting in.oils must not 
be omitted ; an art which ne was also accustomed 
sometimes to practise during the long afternoons 
wldch succeeded his early dinners.! For the most 
part one of his own grenadiers was the model from 
which he copied ; and when the portrait had more or 
less colour in it than the original, or was not as the 
king thought sufficiently resembling, he was in the 
habit of colouring the cheeks of the soldier to cor- 
respond with the picture. At other times, when 
painting, he would fall asleep; and while in this sit- 
uation, it not unfrequently happened that the brusht 
in falling, trailed along the canvass and disfigured it. 
When he awoke he attributed this to a painter whom 
he kept in the room with him to mix his colours, 
and who he said had dpne it from jealousy of his 
talent. On these occasions the sitting concluded 
with the caning of the poor painter. ^ Enchanted 
with the fruits of his genius, he showed them to his 
courtiers, and asked their opinion concerning them : 
but as he would have been very angry with any one 
who had criticised them, he was quite sure of being 

•MAnointdeUMvgniTvdeBaroiak tViedaFnderlcII, 
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jlprBtifieid with adroiratioa. ^ Well,** said he ope day 
to an attendant who was extoHin^ the beauties of 
one of his pictureav'* how much do ybn think that 
picture would bring at a sale V*r^** Sire, it wojold be 
che2» at a; hundred ducats.* — *' You ^ail have it fior 
Mv, said ^e king» ** because you are a^obd judge, 
and I ani therefore anxious to do you 'a favour.** 
The poor courtier, obliged to become the possessor 
of this miserably performance, aiid to pay so dear 
for it, determined for the' future to be more ehrcuro* 
apect in his admiration. Ou some of his pictures 
he wrote the following inscription, in commemora- 
tion of his state of bodHy health when he painted 
them, •• Fridericus Wilhelmus in tormentis pinxit** 
Thiebault relates tb^t he himself had seen, at the 
house of Prince Henry of Prussia, one of iris pro- 
ductions, ^presenting himseU' ismdking, surrounded 
by his generalst. TTiis picture be describes to hare 
been exceedingly i)J-painted ; bu^t stiH presenrin^^ a 
certain degree of xesemblance in the portraits.* 



CKAPTSk Uh 

WnitM* Qanmun i i i w iiii id , vd oltiiwi iHn»liHfd^ft»i<w<r «f f^m- 
f rie with Kmi1» tnd K»tt--F»wleKifl WiUJ^un ill—Hia meond OMIElttor 
twnipt tbe MargraTe of Aospaeli— 1^« Klof*fe Itl-trMtQwnt of JWa 
Family reeomiiieiice*— RMdiafie dtConttiiiM to make Ma Ba o a pe fta d « 
trie William fWNp PiM4an—V^lti^ ^caof bdwara ^imao4 Frad- 
arte, at Potadam—Firedtftfc ar^in defefRiinef on FUf1it~Bia Fitber 
diaoovera bla Uitantfon— IVederie treated m a State-aitanliial— Ba «|. 
daavonra agate to aaoaiitt^Iiiii liMattoii mteh ew p paa ato natpil bj tiia 
Arpny-^-U^aucoaMilU rM«« ^ aayaifl OIQcai* ta dtfiTer Itim. 

Tiw flfovernors of Frederic, the Coimt finkenstein 
fuvi Oolonei KsdksteiUt were dismissed about this 
^m* Mpon th^ plea that the priiice waa jqow eighti^en 

• TUflNiiaty 8(mT«iin de Vii||t Au de aijtov A B««te 
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years of aj^e ; and in their stead Colonel Rocho and 
Major Keyserling were placed about his person in 
the capacity of companions. The Princess of Ba* 
reith attributes this change to the intrigues of Grum« 
kow and Seckendorff, who, continuing fearful of a 
renewal of the English alliance and of the proposals 
for the double marriage^ wished to increase and per- 
petuate the dissensions of the royal family. They 
always hoped, by encouraging the king in his seven* 
ties towards his son, whom they knew to be entirely 
in the English interest, to oblige the latter to some 
violent resolution, which might render the breach 
between him and his father irreconcilable. The 
Count Finkehstein had a certain authority of gover- 
nor over his pupil, who besides respected the un- 
shaken probity of his character, and he would there- 
fore probably have been able to prevent the prince 
from taking steps which might be prejudicial to him ; 
whereas the persons who were now put about him 
would be neither likely from character nor situation 
to oppose any of his wishes or designs. Rocho be- 
ing a good^sort of man, without talent; and Keyser- 
Unify young, thoughtless, and inexperienced. The 
latter, however. Was lively and agreeable, and be- 
came and always continued an intimate friend of 
Frederic. 

About this time also commenced the intimacy of 
Frederic with Keith and Katt, two young men about 
the cpurt; the former one of the king's pages, the 
latter an officer in the army,' son of the General 
Katt, and grandson of the Marshal de WartenslebeiU 
Keith, too, was the minister of Frederic's debauches, 
and so much in his favour that he loved him passion- 
ately, and gave him his entire donfidence. Katt ap- 
pears to hav^ gained the friendship of ^he prince by 
similar means.* - — *" 

When the king's gout became better, his children 

* JttoMlnt da U MvgnTe d« Banltli. 
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,weie .released .from their unoeaaiiig attendance upon 
iim; and the Princess of Bareith and her brother 
were enabled to live more to themselves, or rather 
to one another. "This dear brother,** says she, 
M passed all his afternoons .with me: we. read and 
wrote together, and occupied ourselves in cultivating 
par minds.** She adds the folio wing, anecdote, 
which is so amusing in itself, as well as so naturally 
told, that it may be worth jepeating in her pwn words. 
** I allow,*', she proceeds, ** that our compositions 
were often satires, in wh^ch the rest of the world 
were not spared. I remember, that in reading th^ 
Bbman comique of Scarron, we made rather ft 
.pleasant application of the personages of it to the 
.imperial party. . We called Grumkow la Rancune^ 
Seckendorff la Rapiniere, the Margrave of jSchwedt 
.SaldagnCf and the king Ragotin* .1 own that J was 
jnuch to blame in so entirely losing sight of the ra- 
ipect I owed to the king, but J have no intention of 
sparing myself, and I do not ptetehd to make any 
excuse for my conduct : whatevej^ >subjects of com^ 
plaint children ^jrnay have against their parent^, they 
should never lorget what is due to their situation. 
J hare often, since reproached myself with the errors 
of my youth on this point; but the queen, instead 
of blaming us, encouraged us by Jier approbation in 
o^ur aatiriod propensities. Madame de ICamken, her 
gouvernante, was not spared ; though we really had 
a great esteem for this lady^ we could not resisjt 
taking holdpf what was ridiculous in her, and amusing n 
ourselves with it. As. she was very fat, and had a 
face like that of Madmie BouvUlon^ v/,e named hepr 
after hen We often laughed at this idea in her 
presence, which, made her curious to know who was 
this famous Madame Bouvillon, of whom we talked 
80 much : my brother made her believe she was tho 
cameraca-maior of the Queen qf Spain. On our re- 
turn to Berhn, one day that there was a court, she 
took it into herhea^ to say tha) tl\e c^erara-mi* 



Joisivenrall'of tlur tmiily of the BottTifions. BVeiV'^ 
bodj upon this burst pot laughing in her face, ana t 
thougiitfor my part I shouldnave suffocated with it« 
She saw immediately she had said a foolish thingv 
and inqmred of her daughter, who bad much in*, 
struction, what it could be. The latter explained tO' 
her lh,e mystem 8he was tery ang^ with me, 
perceiving' that I had ridiculed her;* and I had mucfa 
difficttity to make my peace with hef."* 

The recovery of the kislg from his gout put him 
im better faumour» to wtoch the marriage of his sec* 
OQd daughter Fredetfca with the Mati^ve of An** 
spach, which took place in4he month of May of this 
yeaty contributed. Itwus a marriage <mueh beneath 
what this princess might have pretended to, but' 
Frederic William loved such alliances; first, because 
they were at hand, and brought about without trouble^ 
and thus his daughters were taken oft his hands at 
a&' early: ^g8'; and secondly, because to these little 
princes the honour of' obtaining a princess of Prussia 
was sufficient ; wtiereas great sovereigns- w^vdd hate 
required a more consideraible doWer than the ava^ 
ricioas habits at Frederfo William permitted him to 

S've. But this improvement of temper was of short' 
iration ; indeed, the propensity to ill4reat his eldest 
son smd daughter seems to have been inherent in the 
nature of Frederic William. Like the diversion of 
killing flies which employed the leisure houreof the 
Roman empenor, it appears to have been the amuse*^ 
ment to whidi he constantly recurred when he had 
nothing else to do. 

Accordingly, ill the Princess of Bareith's MenH^rs 
We find her sdmost immediately recurring to tlie 
same subject, with newdet»ls of barbarity on the 
part of Frederic William. ^ The king almost caused 
nxy brotluMT and myself to die of hunger. He always ' 
acted as carver, and served everybody except ufi 
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/ and wben by chance there remained any thing in a 

/* dish, ha spit into it, in order to prevent oar eating of 

i it. We lived entirely upon coffee and milk- and £ied 

:■. cherries, which ^nite ruined my digestion* In re« 

* torn, I was nourished with insults and invectives, 
. for I was abused all day long, In every possible man« 
*' ner, and before everybody. The king's anger went so 
.' far against my brother and myself, that he drove as 
' fi'om him, forbidding us to appear in his presence ex* 

cept at meals.'** The queen, without intending it, in* 
creased the king's iU*humour by herconstant intrigues 
for the renewafof the Engiish marriage. Her ^an« 
she confided to Madame Ramen, one of her women 
of the bed-chamber, who to a bad character united 
a maUcious disposition. The Ramen betrayed the 
secrets of the queen to Eversmann, with whom she 
Was very intimate, and who, from having been por- 
ter at the gate of the palacef at Berlin, had become 
a sort of favourite of the king. Eversmann, being 
' gained oVer by Seckendorff, Grumkow, and the im- 
: perial party, related in aggravated colours all he 
heard from the Ramen to the king, and thus the an- 
'ger of Frederic WiUiam was perpetually rekindled 
against' his wife and daughter. ^ 
<j < Upon one of these occasions, when his wrath was 

• ;/at the highest, the following scene, as related by the 
;' ^princess, took place : — *' The queen had contrived 
' ; in her bed*^room a sort of labyrinth of screens, so 
\ arranged that I could escape the king without being 

' seen, in case he entered suddenly. The wicked Ra* 

' men, who, like the devil, never slept, wished to 

amuse herself at my expence, and deranged my re 

' treat, without my observing it. The king came, and 

: surprised us ; I wished to escape, but found myself 

1 nnhappily embarrassed amonff these screens, of 

which several fell, and prevented my getting out of 

* 4ihe room. The king was at my heels, and tried to 

• ll«iMbtti«toMarinv!idiB««iik. 
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catck hold iDf me, m order to be«i tne. Nbt M^; 
able any longer to escape binif I placed myBotf fte- 
hind my governess, liie king Attaace^ so imieh 
that she Wfis oUig^^d to rethv, not inKfing hefBeU" at 
length near the chimney, ^e was stopmd. I w«a 
always behhid Madame de Sonsfeld, an<f foimd my- 
self m the altematfre of either bearing the ftmw 
blows. Tbie king leaned his head upon the shovlder 
of Madame de Sonsfeld, oTrrwhehning tne with 
abuse» apd trying to seize me bythe hair. ^ I was on 
the ground, 9x\d half-burnt This scene would kate 
had a tragical end if it had continued, as wy clethes 
were actually beginning to take fire. Tlie kingi fa- 
tigued with crying out, and with his passion, at 
length put an end to it, and went away.'** 

As for Frederic^ he w^s treated etery cfey with 
additional harshness. ** The king nerer now saw ny 
brother," continues the princess, *with<hit threaten- 
ing him with his cane. The latter teld nie eon- 
stantfy, he would bear any things fh>m the king* ex- 
cept blows, but that if he erer came to such exti^- 
mities with him, he would regaut. his fireedon by 
l&ghf t Stich a state of things as thfe ceiM nei«r 
Ipm continue, with a fkther so completely the slaire 
6f his own passions, and a son who was determined 
not to bear the effbcts of them beyond a certain 
jpoint. Accordingly^ we find that, towards the elose 
of this year, the event anticipated by Frederip with 
80 much chead had t^en place, which was eoimnu- 
Hicated by him to his'motner in the following note. 
^ I am in. the deepest despair : what 1 hajd always 
io much dreadea has at length happened to* rae« 
The king has entirely forgotten that I am his sout 
and has treated me like the lowest of manftind. I 
#Dtered his bed-chamber this morning as osnal; as 
aooa as he s^wme he seized meby theeolkri»l ttio 

_ ' J WM«Mft 4i U Mkiltro 4c Bmilb. t ML 
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(Mine time striking me with his. cane in the most 
cruel manner possible. I tried in vain to defend 
myself: lie was in so terrible a fur)^, that he was not 
the least master of himself, and it was only from 
mere lassitude that he at last concluded. My patience 
is at length worn out. I have too high a sense of 
honour to endure such treatment ; and I am resolved 
to put an.end to it in one way or other.*'* 

Nor was it only upon the person of. Frederic that 
his father exercised these severities ;^ they extended 
e({ually to those who w^re in any way connected 
with lum, or supposed to be attached to him. Fred* 
eric, as has been before mentioned^ was passionately 
fond of music, and not being able to indulge in it 
within the walls of the palace, as well from fear of 
his father as from not having any one to accompany 
him, he had made acquaintance with a, citizen of 
Potsdam, whose daughter was a tolerable player upon 
the harpsichord. Frederic was accustomed to go |o 
the house of this citizen tor the sole purpose of prac- 
tising music with the daughter. She was ugly and 
respectable, and perpetually under the eyes of her 
parents ; and of love, therefbre, thete was never any 
question between them, nor was itlUiely that there 
should. It is therefore impossible that Frederic 
William, when apprized of the circumstances of 
the case^ could have thought that there was any 
danger^ of this kind in the connexion, though such 
was the pretext put forward by him to commit an . 
act of brutal injustice, which would have been wor- 
thy of the worst sovereigns of the most despotic 
dynasties in either ancient or moderii history. It is 
impossible not to perceive that the real reason of his 
conduct. was. his enmity to his son; and that the 
crime of the pk)or girl was, the having assisted in 
makinff that son's existence more supportable. He 
caused the girl to be taken from her parents, andde* 

* Ifimolnt de hUttgfsn de Barttth. 
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livered to the executionei^ by whom she was puihiiely 
whipped through the different parts of the- town; 
the intention of Frederic William apparently beii^, 
that the infliction of so infamous a punishment in so 
public a manner should prevent the possibility of 
Frederic's ever seeing her again. Afterward^ when 
Fr^eric became king, he made inquiries respecting 
her, and finding she was married to a poor inhabitant 
of BerUn, he gare her a pension of one hundred and 
fifty rix-doliars.* 

Priven to despair by such horrible jseverities, Fred- 
eric determined to make his escape, and to. take refuge 
in l^ngland, where he .hoped to marry the Princess 
Anne,t with whom he fancied he was in love ; partly 
from the persuasions of his mother, and partly from a 
sort of umoi:otts correspondence whichhad gone on for 
some time between them. When the anger of Fred* 
eric William had been ezcited against England by 
Seckendorff, who received accouS^s froin the Aus- 
trian minister in JiOndon of all that was said against 
the Prussian monarch at that court, and related it 
with aggravated circumstances, he forbade the con- 
tinuance of this correspondence. The queen, in all 
other respects so submissive to her husband, was 
resolute in resisting him upon this point. She not 
only continued to correspond herself upon the subject 
of the double marriage, but encouraged her son and 
daughter to do so also ; and as all her actions were 
watched, and her confidences betrayed by the Ramen, 
the irritation and jealousy of the king was perpetu- 
alfy renewed and increased. 

* Ttaiebaalt/SouT«4n d« Vinft Am da S^t i Berlin. Voltaire, ^ 
wlio is almoec alwara incorreet, aiid fteqtienay intent ipnally ao, in hie 
Memoir*,' when on tbeirobjeet of Frederte^ mentkma tliia «needoie aa if 
tlie firl had been Fndeiie'a mistieaa, and aaya Uw penaion be allowed 
bar was only aevanty rix-doUara ; bm Thiebaalt. fhwn wbom the par- 
ticnlara in the text are taken, had oertatnljr equal adrantaf ea with Vol- 
ttrfra fbr dlaeoTeringi the tmtii, and maeb greater iadnceaienia tar tett- 
tnc it. ^ 

t Married in 17M to WlUiam Charlea Henry Prinee ofNaann md 
Oraoga. 



6i tm w fsnEMc b. [nWfe 

Itt Plldmij^ 1730, FMilcnc WOsin vent to 1^^ 
dtn to cMieir with the King of Fiaand, aad took tlie 
▼oong IPMterie with liini, vffm^ origiial iatentioii 
B8d (teen to I«]m this opportunilv of makimr his ^^^ 
cape; Iml Imvin^ oonfiM his pnn tD km nster* ho 
WM diMiMMle4 toiler ^Htveities and tean from |Nilf 
tingitlatoeifiMt. Aoeordini^yheretnnMBA'withlhf 
kiiqf to Potsdam, whom idxiitl3r aiftarwaidtoohplaeo 
a worn tetvtfio aqeae between the fitfa^ and eoH 
than had as yet occurred, which is thna idated \if 
Frederic hioieeif tohisoiater ^-^^ Aa i eirfKBred,'*aay8 
he, ^ftve ktngfs loom this taorning, he fintaeiaed oto 
by tiM liair, and tliea threw s»e on the g^und, akNig 
ivlBok, alter hai^iag eaeneiaed tin vigour of his um 
upon «y mriMippy penMm, he dragged aoe in spiteof 
al my veaistanoe to m netghbomng wiadow; hm 
intentkm appaiently was to ^itfmn the office of Uio 
mutes of iSie seragUo, for aeiEim^ the cord behragisig 
tothd curtaiii, he placed it round my neck. I had, Pa^ 
tanately kft myoMi^had the tinne to place mvseif upoft 
my legi^ and I aeiaed hold of both his hands and 
b^fan to cry ovt. Jl aeraait come immediately to 
my aasistaaoe^ and deliveMd ase froai his haodak'* 
He then adda, *^ X am daily enoaed to aimifair dan* 
gera, and my miseM^ are so exceaatve and so doa* 
perate that it ia only violent remediea which can pot 
tn end to them.^ Again Fredene Ibrmed a ptan 
of eraalon, and ogam he wma diaauaded from it by 
hia aisler. 

IShortIf oAerward he acoompanied hia father to 
Radeberg, a village on the Elbe, where the King of 
Poland, attended by all his court, was encamped, 
with the intention of exhibiting to the King of Prnc^ 
sift the manttuvisea of his armv, consisting of 5^«000 
men. The maenifioence and raxury of the court of 
Dreadea were fibere exhibited to the best advantage; 
bat the MawMivree appear to havo found no lavonr IS 

* MinoirM de la Uargtwn de Banttk. 
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tb^ eyes of the more exj^riehced Prassiaii gmi6ral8* 
Frederic says of them, ** The manoeuvres which the 
King of Poland caused his army to execute were an 
imitation of the Roman manner of fighting, mingled ' 
with the visions of the Chevalier Foilardi The con- 
ttbisseurs were of opinion that this camp was rather 
a dramatic exhibition than a real image of wan*** 

On the return of Frederic and his father to Pots- 
dam, similar scenes to those which have been before 
related agaiii'commenced. In addition to his former 
ill-treatment, Frederic. William had now conceived 
the idea of forcing his eldest son, by a mixture of 
(severities and entreaties, to abandon formally his 
rights of primogeniture, and to sign an act renouncing 
his claim to the succession of the Prussian throne in 
favour of his next brother. For the accdmpUshment 
of this purpose Frederic was peipetually tormented^ 
but in vain. ' To such propositions he would never 
listen, and was accustomed, when his' father urged 
them, only to answer, ^ Declare my birth tUegitimate,.' 
and I give up the throne to my brother ;**t well know- 
ing that Frederic William would never consent to 
affix such a public stain upon the honour of his wife* 
Against these increasing and unmerited acta of 
injustice Frederic again finally determined to seek 
redress in flight ; and in moments of great irritation 
caused by his father's severity, he even mentioned 
his intention before his attendant Rocho, who waii 
so alarmed at the bare idea of such a step, that he 
imprudently confided it in a deploring manner to va«r 
rious persons, from some of wbom it naturally passed 
to those ill the Austrian interest, who lost no time 
in informing the king of it.l Thus the general inten- 
tion, of Frederic to escape became known to his ene* 
mies: further details 'upon the subject were discov* 
ered by other mestns. 

* lUmotfMpoar Mrrir 4 rHutoiro de la Blaiaon d« BFtodebottrx. 
t VtodeFmterien. 
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tt ku btum 9kt9Af flMOHUoDed that the conret* 
pondence of the queen, aad of her son and daughtei^ 
with dtfefent'fliienbera of the royal iamily of Eitf- 
hmd never oBasal, thou^ repeatedly and perempto* 
lily Ibffoidden by Frederic Wmiam.* Of course evei^ 
poitBMe pKemCioa to {vrevent the discovery of this 
clandestine intercourse was -imsgiiied and resorted 
to, and the ptea adopted was for & time successfifl* 
The letters frooi London were addressed to a mer- 
chant at Beriin, and were sent by a commercial house 
of the fonner cajl^r.nnifor cover to a respectable ma« 
gistrate of the town of Nurembei^, who was directed 
ill eonide them to the post, smd who was ^ven ta 
nndenrtnnd that/ the oonrespondeoce related exclu» 
aively to aiWrs of commerce. On .their arrival at 
Berlin the oister cerren wer? <ipened by the merchant, 
who fMHidthe letters within addressed to on^ of the 
two aid^do-eamps of Frederic, who were both ih his 
oonfidenoe. Tbs letters.sent (rom Berlin followed 
Mcac^y the same course ; ^apd the merchant who ad- 
dressed them to Che magistrate of Nuremberg was 
infonned ^at they related to some private interests 
of the nriace's aid-de-camps, who were anxious to 
obtain ute adviee and counsel of the 'magistrate.! 

iThe oonreflfsmdence thus managed had gone on 
finr a considerable time without accident or discov- 
ery ( bat at length the suspicions o( the Nuremberg 
BMfistrajte were awakened: it struck him as impos- 
sibie that commercial affairs, of, which celerity of 
eomanmicatibn is generally supposed to be the life 
and soul, could be transacted with> advantage by 
n^aas of so slow and circuitous a correspondence as 
that which passed through his hands. From these 
suspicions he was nstwrally led to the supposition 
that it was carried on for some secret and perhaps 
dangerous purpose; and his fears getting the better 
of all scruples, he at length opened one of the letters 

•ThMralf,8oofiiiiradeVin^Aasd««joyrABMUii. TAtf. 
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from Berlin. By a simralar fatalitir t^s letter ooa» 
tained an account of rrederlc^s ptan of escape: it 
was therein meatiooed thai; it was to take place 
during a joiumey he was about to undertake with his 
Ikthtt to Anspachf Frankfort^ and Wesel* *and thai 
liis friends and confidants Katt and Keith were to 
meet him in his flight, ^d accompany hlhi to £ng<* 
land. The magistrate'^s terror ana perjdexity atthis 
unwelcome discovery may easily he conceived. In 
imagination he already saw the severe and arbi^razy 
Frederic William vowing vengeance ag^nst him. In 
this dilemma there was out one chance of safety for 
biniself, which accordingly he took — ^that of imme^ 
diately sending the lettier he had opened to the King 
of Prussia,* together with a full avowal of all he 
Icnew respecting the cohrespondence. 
^ Frederic WiQiam preserved the most jprofound 
secrecy with regard to the mteHigenee he had r^ 
eeived. *th.e time arrived for the journey to Aaqftach 
— Frederip took leave of his sifter, and, aniiks the 
two former times when he had quitted hex, assured 
Iter that he had entirely ^vea up his intention of 
escaping, and that he shoiud certainly return with his 
latent Little did he then think how the latter pait 
of his declaration was to be verified. The princess 
appears not to have believed his protestations, but to 
liave pa8ised*the night after, his departure in tsars, 
from a sort of forewarning of what was to ha^ppfsn to 
turn. In the mean while the king and his son pro- 
eeeded on their joliraey. 

The Princess of Bareith mentions that the first idea 
of Frederic had been to escape irom An^pach; but that 
having confided his discontents to the margrave, the 
latter suspected his intentlon^and refiised to give him 
fiorses.): After this failure Frederic determined to 

* Tin aoentota ofthlt tmtBtetimi dilftr, •• to whether the niiiiHfi|t 
iMUs«onmiiiiefttiMto«ieUiif MiMtorMGnMiikiW: MriwMr 
•11/ WM the one, the ellhet ofeouree wae the •u»e . _ 
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jmt his i^an into ezecntion at a small village where 
they slept, between Anspach and Frankfort, and 
wrote to this effect to his friend Katt, who had con- 
tinued at Berlin. By some unaccountable negligence 
he directed Ms letter wrong, and it was taken to an- 
other Katt, a cousin of the favourite of Frederic, 
who was in garrison Hear Berlin, and who, upon re- 
ceiving it, immediately forwarded it to the king, by 
whom it Was received at Frankfort. The prince and 
his suite' slept in a bam on straw. At midnight 
Frederic left his bed* as he imagined unperceived, 
but in fitot watched by his valet-d^-chambre, who . 
was a spy of the kins's, and who immediately upon 
his departure gave the alarm. He proceeded to a 
tipee in the fields, where he expected to find his hprsea^ 
which were to convey him across the Saxon frontier^ 
The horses were purposely delayed for some time 
by the Prussian patroles,' ^d then allowed to pro- 
ceed to Uieir destination ; and the whole was so con- 
trived, that at the moment the horses arrived, and 
as Frederic was going to moimt, the patroles made 
tiieir appearance. On seeing them the prince hi4 
his face m his hands, and allowed himself to be taken 
and led back to the village without saying a single 
word.* 

It is evident that Fjrederic William already con- 
templated the possibility of getting rid of a son whom 
benated by means o/ judicial proceedings: hence 
bis not seeking to prevent, by private means, the 
intended escape ; but suffering uie prince's plan to 
go on far enough to occasion his being detected in 
the very act. He even still dissimulated his anger, 
hoping that Ffederic would not abandon his purpose 
iH^ithbut further attempts, and that thus strongeor 
evidence might be procured against him.f But upon 
their arrival at Frankfort, where* as has been already 
mentioned, he received the letter which Fredexie 

^^Wri^tenlt, SoQTeniTi 4* Vfaigt Ana ds Bkjmt i B«ltak 
1 lUnoini dtt la HufrtTvte BiraUli 
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had writtea to Katt, Hnf^monwot Uie tetter ofliii 
pnidencje ; and when Frederic came ittia liis fMrni* 
ence,he flew at luub and tried to atnu^ Him* H« 
was wllih diffical^>reveated bjr the G«Meral .Ysitlii 
from execiitu]|r his oHrooae ; aor wai^ be aepaiited 
from bis 000, till heliaa tora some haadfuls of hie 
hair vip byiie roots. Hie also; struck him oa tlw 
face with the head of his oane so d<Menll|r thai the 
Uood {[mlied from his nose,* moa whidi Frederic 
cried oat, in. all thie bitterness of dei^pakw ^ The Ihoo 
of one of the hoos^ of BrandaabiMgh oevejr suffered 
such an insuH be(oTe.^'t '^ hing thim fare orders 
to General Valdo aail Ookwel Rocho to watch .the 
motions, of Frederic; and told thent G»i their heiids 
should answer fot it« if the fwoe was not seeurelf 
kept. Frofn this moment iWederic was treated as 
a atate criminal; his aword was taloen from ^himt 
and an his effects were seized by (he ktng^ order ; 
fortunately lor hink oae of hia aerrsBSts had the 
presence of mind to lilm his papei&i Ffom Frank* 
fort, part of the journey to Wesel was performed hy 
water; and Valdo and Rocho prevailed upon the 
king to allow hia son to go in a separate boat from 
himseli^ fearfiil of the scenes to wkicii the latter'a 
muroTernaUe pasBions might lead. 

From Guelders the rest of the joame^ was per* 
fonned by land, the king precedaog the prisoner and 
his guarn. nedericv by his eatreaticiSt prerailed. 
upon his keepers to allow him to enter Wesel by 
night ; and-when thi^y arrived at the hri4ga of boatB» 
which it was aecessaiy to pass to arrive at the to wn# 
he solicited to be allowed to di^scend from the 
canriagOv and walk into the towov to spare himself 
the slutae of being recognised in his (»resent condi-* 
tion. So slight a favour could hardly be refused, and 
aocordi^ly hia desire was granted; but no aoaaer 
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did he ftiid himseir on his feet than he took to flight 
nmoing in the opposite direction from the town as 
hard as he was aole* He was, however, again im- 
snccessfti], as a strong guard, which had been sent 
by the king to meet him, overtook him, ahd brought 
^him back. He was lodged at a house in the town, 
and the next morning he was brought before his 
father to be examined, who, upon this occasion, 
was attended only by the General Mosel. The kins 
began in a furious tone to ask his son why he had 
tried to^lesert : " Because," replied the prince, •*you 
did not treat me like your son, but like an abject 
slave.** — ** You are a cowardly deserter, devoid of all 
feeUhgs of honour," said Frederic William.— "I 
have as muchhonour as yourself," replied Frederic; 
^and I have only done that which I have heard you 
say a hundred times you would have done yourself, 
haid you been treated as I have been." At this ia^t 
^swer the king's passion became ungovernable ; he 
drew his sword, md tried to ran his son through 
the body. Mosel, perceiving his design, threw him- 
self' before him, and cried out, ^ Sire, you may kill 
me, but' spare your son." These words made an 
impression on the king, and restored him to a com- 
parative degree of calmness.* The general then 
remonstrated with him strongly upon his violence,, 
and ;besought him not to see Ins son any more, as 
the presence of the latter 'was sure to inflame his 
an||er to so alarming a pitch. This advice Frederic 
William followed t and having staid only a short 
time * at Wesel, he proceeded homewards, leaving 
orders that his son should,, after four uays^ interval, 
follow him ; and confiding the task of guarding him 
to the Colonel RochO and the Genertds Valdo and 
Dosso. 

JPrederic, it appears, had still anothei' chance of 
escape oflieied to him, but which, like the former 

* MtaMirM dt Ift lUiittvt ds Biuraitlk 
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. ones, was unsuccessfuL The sitaatiop of Frederic 
was miich compassionated by the army; and the 
cruel treatment he had received from the king ex- 
cused* in the eyes of all, the steps he had taken. The 
violent dispositions of the kii^ being known, fears 
were entettained for his life. Several officers, 
headed by the Colonel Groebnit^^ resolved at all 
risks to deliver^ him. They had already procur^ 
file dress of a female peasant, and cords to enable 
him to , descend from the windows, when Greneral 
Dosso deranged these projects by putting iron bars 
to them.* Another account states that Frederic 
did actually get out of the window, but was seen and 
challen^d in his descent to the ground by a sentinel, 
and obliged to return.f This last attempt having 
failed, the prince left Weselat the appointed time, 
and was conducted, according to the king's instruc- 
tion, to Mittenwalde, a village in the neighbourhood 
of Berhn^ wher§ he was to wait for furthf^ orders 



nCHAPTER IV. 

F|«c^rio William ohiera the Arreal of Katt wA. SJBl(1)'-The ittter 
escapeiH- Paniahment of tbe Lieat«nant de Spaen — Oonsternatibn of 
ttae Qiteen arid Prinoeaa Frederica at the Arreet of Frederio^UnfMtnf 
BeharkHir of the King towards them— HI* nnwocthy Tieetmmt. or 
Katf— Frederic incerrogated ^ Gramkow, and Impriaoned at dtie- 
trin— Hie Letter to bis Sister— He is tried by two Coarts-miutial 
-*-Inter!brenee of 'Seekendorf— Letters of the Emperor of^Mraiany, 
tnd the Kings of Poland aad Sweden, to the King— Fred^c'f Letter 
10 the Emperor. 

Shcrtlt aftier Frederic's first arrest, that Is to 
say, while he aAd his father were at Frankfort, the 
latter had despatched messengers in difierent direc- 
tions, with orders to arrest, wherever they might 

* MidMrfree de la Btarcrave de Bareith. 
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be ibuDdslifs 9onTa two accoinplfees, Katt ancf ITeftli.^ 
The ioffixter, who ha^ remain^ at B'eiim, was warned 
1^ friends of the destinythat awaited hun, and in* 
sZantly prepared tor flight; bat having ordered a 
^saddle so contrived as to conceal his money and 
papers, which was not ready, he determined to wait 
for it; and was consequently arrested, just as he 
iras ^tA to mpnnt his horse^br the Marshal NaiCz- 
mar, who» either from regard for Katt, or ftom re- 
spect to Frederic^ had delayed as long as possible 
me execatioa of the commands he had received. 
Keith was more Ibrtonate. He was at Wesel while 
the king and his son were staying at Fhmkfort, and 
accidentaUv meeting a pase of the Prince of Anhalt, 
who airived there t wentyJonr hours before the roYal 
party, he was made ^acquainted by him with nie 
catastrof^ which bsKt occurred.! On receiving tto 
intelligenee he immediately left WeseT, and escaped 
to the Hague, where he took refoge iti the house of 
the English ambassador, Lord Chesterfield. Fred- 
eric William, heanjag of hi& flight, sent the Colonel 
Du Moulin after him, who demanded him of Lord 
Chesterfield^ but the latter refused to give him up; 
and Du Moulin had ISie nwililleation of seeing him 
shortly afterward traverse the town in the ambassa- 
dor*ft carriage and erafeaik fow Engtmd, fkom wbeaee 
ke passed mto Portugal. Frederic William* unable 
topnotsh ham in perscm^ had kim bung ui ^Sgy^ and 
dlegraded his brother to the situation of sergeant in 
one of 1ii» segknents, as a pu^i^hment for having 
assisted Frederie in proeurin^ the' horses, on wfaicE 
he was to have escaped during their journey. After 
the accession of Frederic, he retumsd to ^rlin, and 
was made a lieujtenant-colonel in the Ptnssian ser* 

♦HiflMriM de laMuarBTt d« Biraltlw 
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tie^, and ^pointed to the ofllce of cnrtttor to the 
academy.* - - 

Besides K;itt and Keith, Frederic had another 
confidant, the Lieutenant de Spaen, an officer of the 
grens-d'armes of the guard, who, howerer^ does not 
seem to have possessed so much of his intimaey sad 
friendship as the two former.. He appears tq haw 
been generally aware of Frederic's intention to 
escape, but not of any^ of the' particulars ; and had 
been of great use to hitn in facilitating his meetings 
with Katt, when he was on guard at the paUiee 
at Potsdam. These things being discovered by the 
examination of Katt, Spaen was iinmedtately ar- 
rested, and without even the form of a trial, was ex- 
pelled the army, and condemned by the king to a 
year's confinement at Spandau* At the end of that 
year he went to Holland, and entered the Dutch 
service, in which he attained t6 the msak of major- 
gmiera), and died at his house near Cleves in 1708. 
In 1763, in a joume^rmade by Frederic to thatcc^- 
try, he lodged at his house. The king was very 
cordial with him,'and seemed particularly to deHifht 
in talking to him of his youn^r days; but never 
alluded in any way to the transactions of the year 
1730, which made the General Spaen remark, that 
** his majesty had an admiruMe Aiemory as to as the 
year 1730." 

* While these thinjfs were passing at Frtankfeat^ 
the Queen of Prussia at Berfin, unconscious oftlie 
calamity which had befaflen her son, was amufiihg 
herself during the absence of her husband by giving 
a ball at Monbijou, a small palace so called,^ belong- 
ing to her, and situated near the town oh the huiks 
01 the Spree. The gayety of this f)lte was suddenly 
interrupted by an express from Frederic WiMtam, 
which Drought a letter to Sophia Dorothea, aaniHm- 
eing the catastrophe which had occaa-ed,, in tho 
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foUowuiffterm8:---"Iliiave.aiTe8tediheraacal Fritz: I 

shall treat him as his crime and nis cowardice merit. 
I DO longer ackno wMge him as my son. He has dis- 
honoured me and all my family. So great a wretch 
is no longer worthy to live.^* The state of the 
queen and her daughter on receiving this paternal 
note may more easily be conceived than described ; 
nor were their minds rendered more tranquil the 
next morning by hearing of the arrest of Katt, and 
the seizure of all his effects, among which they 
twere well aware Svaa a writing-box belonging to 
f*rederic, and containing a large collection of their 
betters to him- What was to be done 1 They knew 
•that if these letters were seen by the king, they 
'Would increase his fury against his son, and extend 
its. effects to themselves. In this dilemma the queen 
•api^ed to her chaplain Reinbeck to go to the Mar-' 
ehal Natzmar, and endeavour to persuade him to 
deliver the important writing-case to her. Rein- 
beck was either ill, or affected to be so, and upon 
this ground declined accepting the commission. The 
queen and princess were now in despair, when a 
:mysteri«us«nd unknown agency dehvered into their 
hands what-theirown efforts had failed in obtaining for 
them. The wntingncase in question was left at the 
house of the Countess Finck, who exercised a high 
charge about the queen^s person, with an unsigned 
note, requestiii^ cler to convey it. to her majesty, 
and announcing 'that it contained * her letters and 
those of the princess to the prince royal. The 
countess, ;in her first terror at being intrusted with 
so dangerous and delicate a commission, was in 
doubt whether she should send the case and its con- 
ttents to the king or the queen ; but her doubts and 
'Scruples were soon ovrerruled by the princess and 
her governess Madame de Sonsfeld, to whom she 
confided her dilemma ; aivd after some demur tha 

* MtaMiiw dtla MaivnvB ds BuwiUi. 
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writing-case was conveyed to the queen's apart- 
ment. 

This difficulty thus got ^ver, it remained to be con^ 
sidered, first how the box was to be opened without 
showing marks of violence, and secondly how the 
letters, once got at, were to be disposed of, and 
how they were to be rejdaced. It is to be remerar 
bered that one of the queen'^ attendants, Madame 
Ramen, was known to be , a spy of the king's, ill 
9pite of which that princess was weak enough to 
pat almost imphcit confidence in her ; and no repre« 
sentationsi however strong -or however convinmgy 
could everalter the mistaken good opinion she enter** 
lained of her. Th^ queen, however, upon this qcca* 
sion was made to understand the necessity of inviola* 
ble secrecy, and to promise it ; and, adds the Princess 
of B^reith, '* for this once she4cept her word.** At firsi 
some difficulty occurred as to the maimer of removing 
and replacing the seal, which united the cords with 
which the writing-case was bound; but it foctu* 
nately happened that a servant of the queen^s had a 
similar one, which he had picked up about a month 
before in the gardens of Monbijou. This obstacte 
being overcome, the lock was soon picked, and 
about fifteen hundred letters of the •qi»^n and the 
princess were taken out and burnt : many of these 
were full of abuse and ridicule of the king \ others* 
again, treated of the secret intrigues with England $ 
and there was among them the following note from 
Frederic to Katt, which shows the coi^dence the 
former had in the success of his scheme :-^'' I fly« 
my dear Katt. I have taken my measures so well 
tkat I have nothing to fear. I shall go by LeipsiCi 
where I shall call myself the Marquis d^Ambre* 
Yille. I have ai|0»dy told aU this to Keith, who 
will go straight to England. Do not lose any time, 
/or I count upon finding you at Leipsic ; and be of 
good courage.*** 
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The work thus far aooompiished, it remsmed to 
devise means for refilling the writing-case, whidi il 
WM determined should l^ done by rewritiiig a great 
number of letters* The queen and the prineesv 
were employed in this yrork for three whole days, 
during whidi time they composed between six and 
seven hundred letters ; and so careftil were they of 
all the little circumstances which might lead to their 
detection, that it is mentioned by t}^ princess, that 
only paper was employed bearing on it the date of 
each year in which me diiferent letters were sup* 
posed to be written. StiU the writing-case was not 
KiU ; but so terrified wa^ the <)ueen from the fear of 
being caught in die act of fabncation, that she would 
write no more; but insisted upon filing up the top 
oant space with trinkets and other articles. The 
case was then locked, uad restoced in appearaince 
exactly to its original state. 

It is probable that a part of the letters and papers 
found in the writing-case were not burnt upon this 
occasion, but were kept by the oueen tiU^ the time 
of. her death ; at least Thiebautt was always in* 
formed that such was the case, and relates the fol- 
lowing anecdote upon the subject. ^ Whenr*' says 
he, ** this queen, in 1757, found herself near her end, 
she enyeloped these letters in large sheets of paper, 
sealed wi^ her seal and with black wax at all the 
joints where the sheets joined one another, addressed 
the inrecious packet to her son, and intrusted it to 
a person she had con^dence in, under a promise of 
presenting it to the king whenever he should return 
to his kingdom. In 1763 Frederic, when he re-en- 
tered the palace at Berlin, passed into the small 
tower which forms a cabinet on the side of the old 
^are, at the corner Ipoking towards the great 
bridge : it was at this instant, when the king from 
thence east his eyes over his capita], that his 
mother's orders were executed. Without doubt he. 
was aware what the packet contained, for he did 
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not even look st it, but eOnlented himself with ordcif « 
iiig it to be placed on the little table in the cabinet^ 
where he (eft it during all the rest of his reign, with- 
out displacing or opening it { myself tew it thers 
in the same state in 1784, when I ({uitted Berlin.''* 

The evening after the fabrication of the letter* 
had been completed arrived >Fredertc William, and 
found the queen in his apartment ready to receive 
him. As soon as he saw her at the end of the suite 
of rooms, and Ic^g before he arrived in the ono 
where she was, he cried out, ^ Your unworthy son 
is no more — ^he is dead.**— *^ What f said the queen,. 
" have you had the barbarity to kill him 1"— *• Yes ;" 
replied the king ; ** but I must have his writing-case.'' ' 
For he had already informed hhnself.thut it was in 
the queen's possession. The <{ueen brought it ta 
him, and he immediately cut it m pieces; tmd took 
out the letters, with which he went away.f Th 
tmhappy Sophia Dorothea was almost out of he . 
sehses with grief, and could say nothing but, ^Oh 
God ! my son, my son !" She was, however, a little 
comforted by some of her attendants, who fUBsured 
her that Frederic was still alive. > 

Presently the kii^ came back, and his children 
took this opportunity of paying their respects to 
him. As soon as he saw his eldest daughter, he could 
no longer contain his passion; but cried out, ^ infa- 
mous wretch, do you dare to show yourself before 
me ! Go and keep your rascally brother company ;"! 
saying which, he began to beat her violently, ana 
proceeded to kick her out of a window of tho 
r6om they were in, which opened to thelkxA*: fortu- 
nately, the queen was in time to hold her back by 
her clothes, and succeeded, with the assistance of 
her governess Madame de Sonsf^d, in rescuing her 
from the hands of her barbarous i^her ; but theie 
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rantiiied to the piincdw, as a memoHal of ili» 
drcHidftilBoeiiey a flcar under the left breast; ^^which,** 
says Voltaire, ^ she preserved all bsr life as a marie 
of the parental sentiments of a lather towards her, • 
and wluch die did me the honoor to show me.*** 
When the king found the princess no longer in his 
power, he Kedonhled bis abuse of her; and ac*' 
cosed her, among other thingSt of having intrigued 
witii Katt, and having had several children by him» 
He now allowed that Frederic was still alive, hut 
threatened, with the most horrible menaces* to put 
him to death; and said, he hoped now ^to have 
evidence enough to convict the rascal FHtz and the * 
canmUe Wilhehnina, and to'cut their heads oflT; add* 
ing, as for Fritz, he would always if he lived be a 
worthless fellow ; and I have three other sons who 
will all torn out much better than he has done.** 

The scene which was then taking pli^se in tho . 
queen's apartment is thtis described by the Princess 
of Bareith :— *** The queen'was soreaming,^-4)er firm* 
ness had abandoned her: she gnawed her own 
hands in despair, and ran wildlv about the rcxHn» 
Rage so entirely disfigured the lung's countenance 
that he was (earful to kx^ upon. My brothers and 
sisters, of whom the youngest was not more than 
four years old, were at his knees, and tried to soften 
lum with their team. Madame de Sonsfeld sup>. 
ported my head, which was wounded and swelled 
with the blows J had repeived. It is impossible to 
conceive a more affecting picture."! Madame de 
Kamken, one of the queen's attendants, at length 
had the boldness to address Frederic William, and 
even to reprimand him for his conduct \ representing 
to him at the same time the injustice of his beha* 
vionr as regarded the queen, and the horror of the 
ptoceedings be meditated against hk son. The king 

* Mimolras d« Vcilt«li»» ptr lol-nAsM.— TUibaiilt, SonveirfTf de Vlogl 
Am de S6joar a Berlin, 
t M^moim de la HargraTe de Bareith 
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aiipearn to have beenatniclc witii tiw finmwm md 
good sense of her lai^guage ; and, imtantly becomiii^ 
more calm, he said to Iwr, *^ You are very bold to 
hold snch laBfitage to me, hot 1 aas not aimj with 
yon ; Vour intentions are good ; you s|>eak to me 
with frankness, and that augments my esteem for 
yout go and tranquiilia^ the quaea." With these 
words he went away. AQ,t )ktMj\-^^^^^^ ^\^Hiai 
His next step was to assemble, in his apertmentt 
GmmkOw, Mihus the aiiditOT*geoeral» jbjm: Gerbef 
^e fiscal-general ; and to hare Katt brought before \ \ 
tiiem to be examined. As eoon as he a()peared, he \ \ 
fell at the king's feet, who, so far from being moved ^ 
by this mark of submission^ actually kicked and beat ^ 
him while on the ground^ at the same time hitting -*»' 
htm BO many violent blpws on the face, that the 
blood pushed from various fwrts of it. He then 
with his own hands tore from his* breast tbe cross 
of the order of Saint John, which Katt wore.* This ^ 
disgraceftil scene was at length pot an end to, and 
the interrogatory commenced. The unhappy Katt 
immediately own^d all the circuikistaoces of the r 
prince's intended escape ; but denied that he had any 
design either against the person of the king or against 7 
the state. He acknowtedged the • complicity < of 
Keith, but denied that of the princess royal. Hie ^ 
effects were then visited, but nothing was ibimd in > , 
them which could criminate him* The letters of S 

the queen and princess to Frederic were afterward 
read by Grumkow; who, finding nothing of conse- 
quence in them, turned to the king in his disappoint- 
ment, and had the insolence, to say, '* These women 
have made dupes of us; there is nothing in these 
letters which makes against tiiem; and doubUess 
those which could have given us information are 
destroyed.** The interrogatory finished, Katt was 
conducted back to prison, and the king returned to 
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t&e qaeeiif whom he tpld, appaurently with a mw 
of gfaining infbrmation by tms decef^ion, thatKaU 
had owned to the princess royal*s being in the coa- 
apiracy. He then added, **Tell your unworthy 
imughter that her room is to be her prison ; I shall 

g've orders to have the gaard there doubled. I shall 
ive her eiu^ned in the most rigorous manner, 
and will afterward have her removed to some fil 
place, where she may repent of her crimes.'* 
Neither of these latter threats appear suh^equenUy^ 
to have been put into execution. 

In the mean while Frederic was suffering an in* 
terrogatory at Mittenwalde from Chrumkow, the 
General Derscho, Milius, and Gerber. The Prindesa 
g( Bareith mentions Uiat the arrival of the latter oe^ 
casioned a panic to her brother; for seeing him get 
mit of the coach wrapped in a acarlet cloak, he iwik 
him for the exeeutioner, who was come to adminis* 
ter the question to him.* They found him sitting 
upon an old chest, which he was oUiged to ms^ke 
use of in consequence of there being no ch^rs in 
the room ; and while he had been staying at Mitteo* 
walde the floor had been his only bed. The firm- 
ness and cheerfulnetss of his manner astonished 
Grumkow, who expressed his surprise, to which the 
prince answered, ** I trust, whatever happens to me, 
my spirit -will always be found to be superior to my 
misfortune8."t When Grumkow made known to^ 
him the king's desire that he should be taken to 
Custrin and confined there during |deasure, he said, 
** Well, let us got but if requests on my part are ne- 
cessary to regain my liberty, I shall, 1 think, stay 
there a long while." He went through his exami- 
nation with calmness and patience, till Grumkow 
so far forgot what was due to the heir-apparent to 
the throne ab^-^jmn Frederic's refusing to givo 

* Mimolres de la Marirtte de Bareith. 

t FrcdrielM daa Giteaaa JofMi^jd^ra. too Fr F6ratflr 
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answers to 8<»iiie of tivB mtenrogatoriesyio threaten 
him with the question, v^n which Frederic ssikl» 
** An execnltoBer soeh as you are always delights in 
taking of his trade ; but I iear yon not ; I have coin 
feased every thing, which, however, I now repent 
of, because I ought not ip degrade myself by an* 
swerijoig the questions of andi a wretch as yon 
are." . - 

Among other qoestions pat by Orumkow to 
IVederic was the following r-^-" Why did you fly 
from the king, your &thert^-*^On account of his 
bad treatment of me."*-^ Where did you intend 
going 1**-^** To Algiers,'* was the sarcastic reply of 
IVederic ; whidi being' repoited afterward to rred* 
erifi Wiltiam served not a little to increase his exas* 
peration against his 8on«* Upon this Grumkow ad* 
Ttsed htm to abamdcm hti^ pridC) or he shoiuld find 
means to oblige tarn to do so. ** I know not what 
you will do,'* answered the prince, " but I wifl never 
humble myself before you.** It is worthy of remark^ 
that during the whole of the examination, Frederic, 
Vfhm named, was always called the ** Colonel Fritz,** 
and his aister ''Miss Wilheknina,** by the king*8 
particular Older. 

The next day he wa^ sent to the fortress of Gas- 
trin, whtie his servants were taken from him, as 
well as all his effects, except those upon his person.f 
To emf^ him, a Bible ami a few books of devotion 
were given him. His room was a sort of dungeon, 
receiving' the light of day from a single small aper- 
ture; and in i& evening candles w^re allowed to 
him only for a shoft tin^e. His expenses were 
regulated at sixpence farthing]: of our money per 
diem.^ His connnenent was entirely sohtary. It 
is impossible to conceive a yoimg prince in a more 
desolate or unhappy situation, especially when it is 



* Vi«4«Frad«rien t lUtf. 

Twel^ toils and a half of Fraoet. 
BCftmairai da la MargraTa da Banitli. 
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eonsidefed that the declared inteatioBs of Frederic 
'William with respect to his son were of the most 
sviguinary description. Of this Frederic himself 
must have been perfectly aware, more particularly 
as it was well known that Frederic William had 
taken the opinions of the jurists of Leipsic on the 
general question as to the Justice of either disinherit- 
mg or putting to death a rebellious son. 

About this time Frederic contrived to write a letter 
to his sister, which is given in her Memoirs, and < 
which is curious from showing the great affection 
that subsisted between them, as well as the con- 
stancy and cheerfulness with Which the prince bore 
his misfortunes. The princess introduces it l^ say- 
ing that it was delivered by an unknown person one 
evening to one of her women, who immediately 
brought it to her. It was written with a pencil, as 
at that time the use of pen and ink was denied to 
I^rederic* 

<' My dear Sister, 
'* They are going to disinherit me by a council 
of war, which is about to be held, for it requires 
nothing more to pass for a rebel than not to be in 
every thing of the opinion of the master: you may, 
therefore, understand without difficulty what is likely 
to happen to me. For myself, I do not care about 
the anathemas that may be pronounced against me, 
provided I know that my delightful sister gives her 
verdict in my favour, what a pleasure is it to me 
that neither bolts nor bars can prevent me from tes- 
tifying the perfect friendship I have for you. Yes, 
my dear sister, there are stiU some honest people in 
this most corrupted age, who procure me the neces- 
sary means to assure you of my attachment. Yes, 
my dear sister, provided I know that you are happy, 
my prison will become the abode of happiness and 
contentment. * Chi ha tempo ha vita :* let us con- 
sole ourselves with this* I wisht from the bottom 
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of my soul, 'that no kiterpreter was necessary lo 
enable me to speak to you, and that we might se« 
those happy days v^en your prindpe and my pnnef 
pe3S€^ might together make an agnieable harmony .> 
or, to speak more plaiidy, when I might have the 
pleasure to converse \vi|h you in person, and to 
assure you that nothing m the world can diminish 
my affection fox you. Adieu.' 

** Thi PaB<»ica."t 

The first Idea of Frederic William was to deliver 
his son over to be condemned by the ordinary tribu- 
nals of Prussia, well knowing that his judges would 
never venture to decide except according to bis 
wishes. Indeed, he took a very summary as well as 
a very certain mode of effecting this object; for, 
whenever their sentiments were not approved by 
him, he Was in the habit of going into the court 
where they sat, and there distributing kicks and 
blows to all the judges in turn, at the same time 
calling them " rogues and blackguards.^ FVom men 
so circumstanced Frederic would have had no chance 
of acquittal. Grumkow, .however, more calm and 
more acute than the king, saw in an instant that 
this being a proceeding where the eyes of all Europe 
would be upon the actors in it, it was necessary that 
.at least the forms and outward appearance of justice 
should be kept un; and he therefore advised the 
king to have Frederic tried by a military commis- 
sion for desertion, that being the only crime which 
could, with any degree of plausibility, be laid to his 

charge.^ 
A court-martial was accordingly assembled, over 

V 

* Note by the princcs«.— "My brother had given this name to his 
flute, saying that he should never be really in love bnt with this prin* 
cess. He oAen joked vfion tiie sutnect in a way that made iw both 
laugh. To keep up the allusion I had named my lute Tke Prince^ tcU 
ing him that it was his rival.** 

t M^moires de la Margrave de Baieith. t Ifnd 
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vhtcit fMresided the Pnae^ of Aahtdl^wbich was ^» 
dered to txy the prince coyal aoidthe uidisapy Katu 
Wken the^ prince wta broi^t before it, ne imnie* 
diatriy avowed hie intentionr to escape ; but said thiat 
what he had done proceeded drom no bad motive, 
bat bnl^r from a 'wish to jt;ravel and to instruct hint* 
eelC; and the conrt-obartial^ predetermined to save 
him, went into no further evidence upon the stdbjeet, 
but unantnoli^y acquitted him, one member alone 
of the court-martial, out of twenty-four, the Colbnel 
Derschau, seemed to incline for the condemna- 
tion of Frederic, but he did not persist against 
the opinions of the rest.* Derschau lived to see 
Frederic h|9 sovereign, but the latter never showed 
the slightest symptom of recollection of his con- 
duct upon this occasion. It is said that the Prince 
of Anhalt, whose character was as rough and violent 
as his master^s, as soon as the time came for decid- 
ing upon the guilt or innocence of Frederic, stood 
up in his place, and declared he considered him in- 
nocent ; and then, drawing his great sabre, swore he 
would cutoff the ears of any man who should be 
of a contrary opinion. 

The issue of this trial*was of course most galHng 
to the vengeful spirit of Frederic William, and he 
forthwith assembled another court-martial, which, 
more supple than the preceding one, wiUiout delay 
condemned Frederic to de^th ; not, however, by a 
tmanimous vote, as the Gener^ Denhoff and Xiin- 
ger were for pardoning the prince ; and the former, 
in delivering his opinion, quoted the passage in the 
book of Kings, where David, being informed of the 
death of his rebellious son Absalom, cries out, in the 
bitterness of his grief, " Oh ! my son Absalom t my 
son, my son Absalom l^f— a quotation doubtless very 
proper to have an effect upon the members of the 
ecNtrt-martial, though in met there could be but tittle 
danger of Frederic William's ever suffering'frontthe 

* MirabiBaOf de la Monarehie PraMiennt. 
t M^molrMdelaBfargraifaeBareUb. 
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scuteness of his feelings, happen what ml^lit to an^ 
pan of his family. 

The king was now «|iparently arrived at the ob» 
Ject of his unnatnral wishes, haying actually given 
orders for the decapitation of' his son; wne'n his 
e^mrse was suddenly arretted by the peremptory re« 
RiOnstrances of the emperpr, through his minister 
8eckendprff;'who thought that by thus saving the 
life of Frederic he should forever attach him to iht 
interests of the house of Austria. Seckendorff took 
tipon himself to suppose orders, which he had not 
the time to wait for, and demanded in the name of 
the emperor, aii audience, which Frederic William 
did not dave to refuse him. There he announced, in 
the name of the chief of the empire, that it was to the 
empire itself that the Prince Frederic belonged ; and» 
in consequence, he required the maintenance of the 
dghts and laws of the Germanic body. He explained 
that it was to this body that his majesty was bound to 
deliver the accused, and the documents relative to his 
trial': finally, he declared that the i)er8on of his royal 
lughness the Prince Frederic, heir-apparent to the 
throne of Prussia, was under the safeguard of the 
Germanic empire.* Shortly afterward Seclcendorff 
delivered' to the king the following letter, written 
with the emperor'sf own hand. > 

•* Your m^esty is, I hope, so much convinced of 
the affection and friendship which I bear to you and 
to all your royal house, that you will not doubt how 
great a share I take in the vexation which the con- 
duct of the prince royal has hitherto occasioned to 
you. I do not doubt but that there must have beeii 
very sufficient reasons to induce your majesty to 
proceed with so much severity a^inst the prince 
royal. However, I cannot refrain, on account of 
the real friendship which exists between us, from in* 

* ThietMQltt Sovmin de Vlagt Aasde Bljonr^ BmUiu 
t Charles VL 

Vol. I.--H 
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Eistin^ that you would rather 4eM to merq^ thw 
tic« m an aflMr whidi miut coma m>, near to the 
krt of your m^|€»ty.. I aeek ia thia nothing hut 
what i^ppeara to m« to tand to the tranqniUity <^y9iir 
majesty, in which I am particularly int«iostedi mi 
I m^st hqpe, that by so great anextensioa of groosb 
the heart of the prince royal will ba changed in suc^ 
a manner that he will in, future enter^in no other 
intentions than those whicM agree with your ma^ 
iesty's desires : and though he majir, perlM^ not 
be as yet sufficiently convinced of the «fiection And 
love which I bear to you aud to your royal bouses 
it is still to be hoped that he wiU perceive by this 
firiendiy interference, which proceeds Irom the most 
sincere afiGsction for your majesty and your famUyt 
how true and sincere are my mteations towards 

20U. I do indeed believe that the weKsue of both 
ouses depends uponibeir ceosfaot goed understsMl* 
iagand connexion.* 

** 1 temauif ^ 

The Kings of Poland and Sweden had also written 
letters to rrederic WilUam, interceding for hia son* 
Re was at first much incensed at these attempts at 
interference, and threatened to take his son into 
Prussia, and condemn him there ^ " where,'' said be, 
^ under God* I am entirely absolute.** At length» 
however, he was obliged to yield to the remon* 
strances Qt the emperor ; but he did it with a bad 
grace; and exclaimed, while announcing that the 
fife of Frederic was spared in consequence of the 
emperor's intercessions, ;** Austria will some day 
perceive what a serpent sbe warnis in her bosom.'' 
An expression t<> which subsequent events have 
given almost the dignity of prophecy. 

The following was the answer of Frederic William 
to Charles UttB Sixth >--* 

* FlfirdriolM draGrofNii Ja|«malii«| imkVtif6m&t' 
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^I thaok joar impmriai miu^*^* sn^ &"> much 
obliged to you for taking so great a ahare in the dia- 

easurrwiiich my eldest son has caused to me by 
conduct up to this time. I cannot deny that this 
goes 80 much the mora deeply to my heart, becajosja 
I have never been deficient m paternal admonitibna 
told careful education ; notwithstanding which, every 
^iog has been fruitless hitherto; which naturally 
has compellcKi me to proceed against him with bck 
«oming severity. I have, inde^, reason to wish to 
nMike him feel this stiU longer ; so that he has solely 
to thank your imperial majesty, who has been pleased 
to interfere in his favour ; since it is this alone whidh 
has induced me to pardon him. I will therefore 
hope, that this may msdie isuch an impression on his 
heaart liiat he may be thereby entirely changed, aiyl 
may learn rightly to comprehend how much he is 
wdebted to your imperial miyesty for the sincere 
attachment and benevofonce which you havd shown 
to him. I, indeed, shall never forget the particular 
marks you have given me of your sincere and wor« 
thy friendship and 'Confidence ; but shall rather, with 
extreme exertion, always strive to give your impe- 
rial majesty, in return, true proofs of my esteem and 
devotion. I hope thus to show that nothing ip deare^ 
to me than to remain always united in constant in- 
timacy and friendship wita your imperial majesty 
and your archdu.cal house ; and, in the hope that 
this may be always more and more confirmed, I re- 
main, with a sincere Germmi heart, and at the same 
time with all devotion, your imperial toajesty's most 
friendly cousin and brother. 

^Facntaio WniUAHi* 

" Berlin, aoth Not. ina* 

Frederic also wrote in the' ibUowing terms to the 
emperor, to thank. him for his most opportune inter- 
ference :-*• 

* FrMrlclM dM Onmea Jngeii^JalM, von Fr. F6ril«r.] 



UFB or mosftio jl [17tt 

^ Most beloved and most highly > 
honoured couun, te« ) 

^Tour imperial majesty will, I trust, permit m# 
to return to you, through these few lines, my very 
|;rateful thanks for your very powerful intercession 
m my behalf with the king my lather* -As I have 
to ascribe to this most benevolent interference of 
your imperial majesty the pardon which I have ob^* 
tained from my father, I shall all my lifetime strive* 
to the utmost of liiy power, to give your imperial 
msgesty such sincere and oonvindng proofs of my 
dutiful and grateful devotion, and true German and 

tatriotic zeal for your majesty and your archducai 
ouse, that you may never be compelled, either now 
or in future, to withdraw from me your most valued 
affection. I have the honour to be, with all imagi* 
nable consideration due to so i^at an emperor, and 
the most perfect esteem, unalterably, your imperial 
majesty's most obedient and most truly devoted 
cousin. 
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CHAPTER V. 

f rederie contiiiQes hi OonfliMineiit—Katt triad bra CovrMmitlal— UN 
Bx«cation— Frodeiic^ lUneM and AfllicUoa— Frederick Palliation of 
bia Father'a CondtfcC towarda Kali— JFVederie William endeatroora tt 

' make hi« Son rellgloua— Hia Correapoadence with the Cbaplain M(tt. 
ler, wbo ia aent to Frederie— Eflfeot of Fiederio WUUam'a barab Mas 
Mr of iaenlaaiinf Laaaonr of Divinity on bia Son. 

I 

In the mean while Frederic continued always in 
rigorous confinement at Custrin, where a spectacle 
of the most dreadful kind was preparing for him. 
The unhappy Kait had been condemned by a court* 

* ftiadritfbs dea Groiiea JiifeD4)«)ire, Ton Fr. F6nrt«r. 
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martial, assembled fat the prnpoae, to ImpridOtimen 
for life; tnit this sentence did not i^ease Frederic 
William, Vho foresaw that the end of his^ own reigr 
woald her the term of Katf a confinement* He there- 
fmhe annulled the sentence, and in the plenitude of his 
onm a^itirary power, subetitnted the punishment of 
death in its atead ; which circumstance he amiounced 
in the foQowin; singidar letter, written with his own 
lAnd^ 



* His majesty has read the report of the cotnrt- 
niartial, which has been sent to him, and is very 
well contented with it in all respects; and he hereby 
-mosV^aciously confirms the sentence pronounced 
agfainst Lieutenants Spaen and Engelsleben, bat 
fwrdons the latter on accomit of his Ion; srrest. 
Respecting the Lieutenant Spaen, his majesty con- 
firms likewise the sentence of the court-martial; but 
as to the Lieutenant Katt and his crime, and as to 
the sentence which has been pronounced on this 
point by the court-martfal, his majesty (though not 
accustomed to aggrarate the sentences of courts- 
martial, but rather, if pc«sible, to mitigate them) is 
oblififed to remark, that this Katt is not onl^ an officer 
in the army, but also in the guards. Since, there- 
fore, the officers in the whole, army must be fstithful 
and attached to the king,, this should be so much 
more the' case with the officers of these regiments, 
fbr they are immedkttely attached to his majesty's 
person and his house, to prerent, by virtue of their 
oath, damage or ii^jury to them. But as this Katt 
has been intHguing with his majesty's son, and al- 
ways had underhand dealings, for his desertion, with 
foreign ministers and ambassadors; and as it does 
BOt iHslong to his situation .to plot with 4he crown- 

Bnce ; but, oir the contrary, he ought to Ji^ve given 
brmationto his ms^estyand field-marshal Natz- 
mar; bia majesty doea not know what futile reasons 
can have urged the eourt-marfial not to condemn 

H9 
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him to deatlu His nmiesty wo^old thus not be aUe 
to rely, upon any officer or servant doing bis dutjs 
but aU culprits would make a pretext ,of what had 
happened to Katt ; and because be got through so 
oasUy and so well, they would think the same must 
happen to them. His majesty has also in his youth 
beenatschooUand has Learned the Latin proverb, 
* fiat justitia, pereat mundus;' he therefore desires, 
in 'Strict justice, that Katt (though he has deserved, 
according to law, on account of the crime of high- 
treason committed by him, to be torn to pieces with 
red-hot pincers, and to be hanged) shall only be be- 
headed, in consideration of his family. When the 
court-martial makes this sentence known to Katit, 
he shall be told that his mayesty is sorry for it, but 
that it is better he should die than that justice 8lM>uld 
quit the world.* 

<* VottsUNrluMMii, itt.Nflnrtoibtr, 17S0.* 

No sooner was this arbitrary and iniquitous sen* 
tence made public, th^ the different members of the 
family of this unhappy young man hastened to court, 
and throwing themselves at the king*s feet, .with 
tears and supplications implored his clemencjFif 
Nor were these the only persons who interested 
themselves in his behalf: the ^ueen, the royal family, 
and the imperial envoy Seckendorff, all sev^rallv at- 
tempted to save him. But the ruthless Frederic 
William was inexorable ; for he had determined in his 
own mind, not pnly that the execution of Katt should 
take place,' but that it should be made the engine of 
adding tenfold to this miseries of the son he so much 
hated.^ 

The conduct of Katt, from the time he first heard 
of the fate, that awaited him till it was put into effect, 
was throughout so perfj^ct— -so firm, yet re8igne<^ 



* FHadrielM das OroMen JvMii^fthra, too Ft. F6raCer. 
f ThiatettU, Soavvnin d» Vloft Am dm S^oar 4 BerUn. 
I JUmolrit «kUi Btogravs dt BwreHk. 
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tbat it mast not be psissed over in silence. It should 
be remembered, that Katt was only twenty-two 
years of age, that the sentence upon him was mani* 
festiy an unjust one, and that, according to the 
Princess of Bareitb, his previous manner of life had 
not been of that kind to assist in tranquillizing him 
ftt the approach of a premature death. His father, 
the General Katt, had made him study with the view 
of bringing him up to the profession of the law, but 
finding no favour was to be -expected under the reign 
of Fr^eric William, except for the mihtary, he was 
afterward placed in the guards. He had talent, in* 
struction, and a knowlec^ of the world. The good 
company he tdways lived with had given him 
p<>lishea manners, which were then very rare at 
Berlin. His- physiognomy was rather disagreeable 
than otherwise : two black eyebrows almost cov- 
ered his eyes; his look had somethinff melancholy 
and ominofts, which seemed to foretel his fate: a 
•allow skin, marked with the smalUpox, added to his 
imsi^btliness. He affected irreligion, and carried 
profligacy to excess. Miich ambition and giddiness 
were the companions of these vices.* Such is the 
eharactei* given of the voung Katt by the Princess 
of Bareith, of vrhich the foundation doubtless is true, 
though the details are likely to be rather highly 
coloured; as the princess appears always to have 
had a dislike to him, originating in a sort of jealousy 
Of the ii^fluence he had obtained over her brother. 

When bis sentence was read to him, he did not 
change colour, nor appear in any way affected Mr it. 
^I submit myself,** said he, ^ to the command of the 
king and of Providence. I shall die for a glorious 
cause ; and I look forward to death without fear, 
having nothing to reproach myself with.** As soon 
as he was alone he sent foriHartenfeld, one of the 
Oi&cers appointed to guard lum, and who was also 

M«aioiiiM4iltMufmT0deainllfe. ' 



•t mem.w vmsmnio wu V^^^^Xk 

ttuB of Us inthiiate friends* He gave Ite a boil 
ecmtainiDgf the portraits of Frederic and hm aistcrt 
painted by himself,' and said to him, '* Keep Qda bca^ 
and remember sometimes the unfortonate Katt; hot 
do not show it to an^.o&Ot lest it niglit do. injmnf 
after-my death to the illuatrious persons whose por« 
traits are in it*' To the king he wxvite tlie foUoir# 
iBf letter :«- 

^It is not for the purpose of Ratifying myaelf, nor 
to excuse- my conduct up to thia. time, nor to jrmr^ 
my innocence by reasoning and ^i|pimentr'HM>; 
but it is the true repentance and sorrow of baring 
offended your majeatj, which oblige me to> lay at. 
your feetf in all submission, the errors of my youths 
my weakness, and my imprudence. My mind jrhiA 
was guiltless of bad intentions, my heart which was 
full of tenderness and compassion, and the mere folly 
of my youth, are the thio^, my king, which moat 
humbly plead for mercy, grace, and oonipassiafa 
God, who is tlie King of kiftgs and Lord of lordai, 
permita grace to go for right, ao^ bringa, throudi 
mercy and grace, the sinner and criminal who wwt 
in the path of error again to his duty. You, there* 
Ibre^ my king, be pleased tq afford to me ttie saitto 
grace, as a sinner and a criminal who has sinned 
towards your majestv* The hope of reatCHrmg it 
causes the partially-decayed tree to be sparsd, and 
preservea it from the iamea. Why, then, should 
not the tree of my lile, which already show* new 
shoots Off l03ralty and submission, find grace befoie 
your mji^ty I Why should it be cut down while 
•till in its bloom ; and not show first to your majestyt 
and to the whole world, what true kiyalty and dho* 
dience is effected by grace and mercy.f I hard 
•ired^ my king; I acknowledge it with a true heart s 
therefore, pardon it to htm who honestly confesiea 
it, and grant to me what God has not denied to the 
greatest sinner; for er^n Manaaaah increased the 
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number of his princes, however wicked he was : 
Saul coaM not so entirely fall into disobedience, and 
David could not so much thirst after wrong, as to 
prevent afterwaid a sincere conversion. As many 
drops of blood as flow in my veins, so many shan 
bear witness of the new loyalty and obedience 
which your ' grace and favour will produce. God's 
grace and goodness • allows me to hope from his 
mercy, and. thus T do not despair. I, who implore 
Md^request, was onoe your disobedient vassal and 
subject, but now am dnven by repentance and suf« 
fering back to my dmty, 

«Katt.»'» 

He afterward wrote letters to his grandfather, his 
father, And his brother4n4aw ; the one to the first 
has been preserved, and is reallv a beautiful speci* 
men of natural and touching pathos. 

*^ My most honoured Grandfather, 
^ I cannot express to you the grief «kI agitation 
with which I wdte this :-^(, who have ever been the 
principal object of your cares ;— I, whom you have 
destined to be the support of your family ; whom you. 
have educated in 'all those sentiments which could 
make me useful to my king and my country; — I, 
who have never left you without being honoured 
with your benefits and your counsels ^—^I, who ought 
to have become the consolation and happiness of 
your old age ; — it is I, miserable that I am, who atn 
now become the cause of your griefs, and the object 
of your diespalr! Instead of rejoicing you with 
good news, 1 am obliged to announce to you my 
condenmation to death, which has been already pro* 
nounced. Do not grieve too much over my sad 
fate : we must submit ourselves Uy the decrees of 
the Almighty. If he tries us with '^versity, he 

• Ttitdtkilm 4m Gimmi J«gtB4iAi^fW Ft F6nlw. 



gires us also the force to bear and the firiMieaa to 
overcome it There is noUiipg impossible with 
God : he can send help when he chooses to do so. 
I put all my trust in the g»upreme Beingr» who can 
still turn the heart of the kinff to demenoy, and can 
cause me to obtain as much favour as I now niffer 
of severity* If this be not the will of Ckxl, I will 
not the less praise and bless him; being persuaded 
tha(t whatever he orders will be for my ^Od. Thin 
I submit myself with patience to whatever jcm 
credit and that of your friends can obtain from^has 
majesty. In the mean while* I demand forgiveness 
of you a thousand times over for my past faults ; 
trusting that the good God, who pardons the greatest 
einners, will have compassion i^on me. I beseech 
you to follow his example towards me, sttd to b^ 
iieve me* &c.* 

The folio v^ing verses were Honind wriUen on the 
Mrindow of his prison, which are not recorded here 
for their merits but for the purpose of showing the 
contented and resigned mipd of the writer. 

** C*Mt ted, nmtme iAcoiutanto, 

Qui poar. remplir notiv attMfa^ ' 
Ctuunne notra Tanit^. 
MenteuM dan* tet prometMSy 
Ia|iMto dans im verftra, * 
II n*y a Joor qui ne flniam 
Sana itoas montrer ton eaptioe 
VarmtUe tottia dWira. 
Far la lampa ec la patieaot 
On obcienc une bonne oonaeienoe ; 
M fMa ty>ulM acarolr qol 6erit emit 
h» nam de Kan vona aMmadfiw 
Toi^oara oanient an eapdraaae." 

Beneath these was written >*^ 
** Whomsoever curiosity may lead to read thig 
writing, let him leam that the writer was arrested 
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by 'order of his majest^r on the f 6tti of Aognst of tho 
year 1730; not without hope of recovering his lib* 
erty, though the manner m which he is confined 
presages somethinr dreadfuL* 

An ecclesiastic having come to see him, the day 
after his condemnation had been made knoum to 
him, with a view of preparing him for death, he said 
to him, ^* I am a great sinner : my too great, am- 
bition has caosed me to fall into many errors, of 
which I now repent with all my heart. I trusted 
too much to my good fortune :*^he favom* of ^10 
prince royal bhnded me to such a degree, that I did 
not know myself* At present I discover 4hat all is 
vanttv ; I feel'a lively repentance for my sins ; and 
I wisn for death as the only path that can conduct 
to a solid and eternal happiness.** He afterward 
delivered to. him a paper containing the foUowiM 
sentences, charsinghim to convey it after his death 
to the hands of Frederic. 

^ 1st. The prince royaf may, perhaps, think that I 
regard him as ttie came of my death, and that I die in 
ai^r with him ; but that is not the ease. 1 acknowi* 
le^e that Divine Providence has ordained, for good 
teasone, these misfortimes to fall upon mcr in order 
to farii^ me to a true repentance^ and to enable ma 
to woi€ out my salvation. 

** 9d. The causes to which I attribute this chas* 
tisemeht of Heaven are, first, mv ambition; and 
secondly, my neglect of the Almighty* 

*' 3d. I promise the prince roy^ to pray for him 
before the throne of God. 

^4th. Iheseech the prince royal ^o banish from 
his heart any anger he may feel against the king his 
father on account of my pimishroettt; for he is not 
the cause of my death, seeing he is only in that the 
instrument of Divine Justice. 
'- '* 0th. The prince roval ought not to think that I 
am fallen into this calamity for want of prudeneof 
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IMI tathcr jto reco^ise the hapd of (Sod, who con-; 
foQiute th^ wifldom of the wise. 

'* Oth. I entreat the prince royal to submit him-, 
self to the wishes of his m^esty ; firsts because be 
Ml his father; and secondly, because he is his king. 

**7th. The |mnce royid must semember what I 
said to him one day at Brandenburgh, on the subject 
of the submission he owed to his father, citing to 
hhn the example of the history of Absalom. 

'' 8th. The prince royal must remember that 1 
made him the strongest representations, first, at tho 
cainp in Saxony, where he originally had the idea 
of making his escape, and where I predicted to. him 
what has now happened ; and secondly, more lately 
one night when I jyaid him a visit at Potsdam. 

''9th. I again implore the prince royal most 
solemnly, in the name of the sufferings of J^sus 
Christ, to submit himself to his father's wiU, both on 
account of the promises contained in the fifth coin* 
mandment, and a^so from fear of the law of retalia* 
tion, which might some day tnake him feel the same 
griefs from his own children. 

'* 10th. I beseech the prince royal to consider the 
Tanity of the designs of men which are concerted 
without God. The prince royal would have wished 
to serve me, and to raise me to dignities and honours 
-—see how these designs are frustrated ! 1 therefore 
beseech the prince royal to take the law of God for 
the rule of all his actions^ and to try them by the test 
of his sacred wilL 

** llth. The prince royal ought to be certain thai 
he is deceived by those who flatter his passions, for 
they have only in view their own interests, and not 
his; and he ought, on the other hand, to regard as 
his true friends those who tell him the truth, and 
oppose themselves to his inclinations. 

** 12th. I implore the prince royal to repent, and to 
■atmiit his heart to God. 
** I3th. Finally, I implore the prince royal not to 
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helieve in .predestination, but to acknowledge the 
providence and t)ie hand of God even in the smallest 
occurrences of this world.'f* 

He passed that day and the next in similar con- , 
versations and- employments* On the evening of the ' 
latter the Major Schenk came to inform him that his 
execution was to take place at Custrin^ for which 
f<Mtres8 he was to set out immediately. At this in* 
telligence he s^peared at first surpnsed, but soon 
recovered his tranquillity, and cQpunenced his jouirr 
ney with a smiling countenance. The iPrincess of 
Bareith says he was conveyed there in a carriage ; but 
Thiebault, and the other authors who relate th& 
aiffair, state that he was obliged to go the whole waj 
on foot, habited in his prison dress, and With hia 
hands tied behind him ; and that this was specially 
ordered by Frederic William, in order to make every 

Sort of his punishment as degrading as possible, 
owever this may be, for the point is not material, 
he was accompanied to Custrin by Schenk, who ex- 
pressed to him by thrway how grieved he was to 
be intrusted with so sad a commission; adding, *M 
have his majesty's orders to be present at the exe- 
cution of your sentence. I twtpe refused this melan- 
choly employment, but was compelled at length to 
obey. Ood knows how painful it is to my feelingd^ 
Heaven grant that the heart of the king may be soft- 
ened, and that I may have to announce your pardon 
to you." — ^** You are too kind to me^" replied Kattj 
^ but I am content with my fate. I die for,a master 
I love ; and I have the consolation of giving him by 
niy death the strongest proof of attachment that could 
be required of me. I do not regret the world, for I 
go to enjoy endless happiness." 

He arrived at Custrin on the evening of the 5th 
of November, and early the next morning he was led 
to the scaffold. On the preceding^day Frederic, hav- 
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iof been ftnst dressed in a coarse prisoihdress, similar 
to that which had been given to Katt, was trans* 
teired by the General Lepei) tiie f oyemor of Cnsthnt 
and the President MuncnoW) who had the charge of 
him, from the apartment he had previously occttpicti 
to one on a lower floor» looking into the court of the 
fortress, ^here he found his bed prepared. At his 
first entrance the curtains of the windows were let 
down, so as to prevent his seeing into the court ; bol 
at a signal given th«y were drawn upi and discovered 
to the astonished and Stated Frederic a scaflfold 
hung with black, and on a level with the window^ 
which had been enlarged, and its bars removed. Upon 
beholding this preparation Frederic became con- 
vinced that his OMrn death was determined upon, and 
passed the night Hnder this delusion in no very agree* 
able manner. Nor were his feelings much relieved 
when, early in the morning, (^peland Manchow re* 
turned to him, and undeceived him with regard to 
himself, but informed him, that according to tlw 
neremptory and express orders of fab barbarouB 
father, he was to witness the execution of his friend* 
In the mean while Schenk had also informed Katt 
of the trial that awaited him. ** Try,'' said he, ** to 
preserve your firmness, my dear Katt A dreadful 
trial awaits you; you are now at Custrin, and you 
are about to see the prince royed."— '** Say rather,'* 
replied Katt, ** that I am going to have the greatest 
consolation that could be given to me.^ So saying, 
be mounted the scaffold, white four grenadiers wero 
employed in holdinr the unhappy Frederic with hia 
6ce towards the wmdow. He wished to east hink« 
self out of it, but was kept back by those about htm* 
** I conjure you," said he, **in God's name to retard 
the execution. I ^will wzite to the king that i am 
ready to renounce an my rights to the crown if ho 
^H pardon Katt" He would faa^ne said more upon 
this subject, but Munchow stopped his mouth with 
his haB«ymshai& WlMnliawcsagaaipsinnittedto 
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^Maky 1m eiied oiit« ** 14 milces nie oKiftt mta«nible» oqr 
oear KaU» to think that I am the cause of your death. 
Woqld to God that I were in your 0ace !"*-** Ah! 
sir^** replied Katt, " if I had a thousand lives I would 
wittingly saeriiice them for you." Tiie executioner 
BOW atten^ted to put a bandage over the eyes of 
Katt, which the latter resisted : thon, lifting up his 
eye9 to he^n, he cried out, ^ My Godt 1 render i;^ 
my sold mto |hy hands T At the same instant his 
head, which was cut ^ at a siQgle blow, roUed upon 
the scaffold, wlttle his arms ineehanicaXly stretcned 
themselves towards the window where the prtnoe 
royal had been stationed i but he was thc^ve no longer, 
having fallen in a deep swoon into the arms of his 
attendants. XJpon recovering from this after some 
hours, he found himself still at the window, and in 
lull view of the gory ciNrpseotf his friend! Such had 
been the express ^ers of a father, who was so hut 
IB same* A second ^woonwas the consequence of 
tiias^. 

After a time he retun^d to a consciousness oi Ha 
pnisery in a high fever, durii^ the attacks of which 
the emotions of his grief became so violent that he 
more than once attempted to kill himself, A eler- 
§fymm* aUended him, who strove by the conaola- 
tioiis of r^igion to calm his mind, but in vain s nor 
did he become more tranquil tiV exhausted nature 
fefused to sustam any longer the enraged wanderings 
of deliriumi Floods of tears succeeded to the fiiit 
violent ebullitions of grief; he refused to eat w to 
take tiie necessary medicines) nor could his obsti- 
nacy on these points be vanquished till it was men-, 
t^ed to him that his death would probably cause 
iliose of his mother and sister. For three days and 
three nights he continued in tlds state} and when 
his bodily health improved, a deep melancholy took 
possession of him* which oontinued to haunt him for 

* Tbe Chaplain Mailer, whoM oorrespondenoe witb the klngreqwcft- 
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wome time longer. Till it literally fell off him in rags 
^e could never be prevailed upon to quit the prison^ 
dress, in which he had witnessed the! death of his 
friend. 

The bo^y of Katt was huried in one of the bastions 
of the fottress; and the nexf'day the executioner 
sent to Marshal Wartensleben to ask for his fee for 
entting off the head of his s^randson. The marshal's 
mingled grief and indignation^ at this unfeeling re« 
quest nearly paused his death.* 

Thus concludied the sad tragedy of the unfortunate 
Katt, in reading which our detestation of the ruthless 
TVederic William is carried to its greatest height, 
while our admiration for his son is much increased. 
Frederic no doubt appears, throughout the whole of 
this transaction, in a mora amiable light than in al- 
most any part of his subsequent hfe ; and shows hini,* 
self the possessor of feelings deeper and more affec« 
tionate than are usually found in the breasts of. 

grinces. There is no doubt that the horrid spectacle 
e had been compelled to vdtness had a salutary effect 
upon his future hfe ; and was, at least in part^ the 
eause of the reluctance he felt during his whole reign 
to the infliction of capital punishments. 

The manner in which Frederic, in the Memoire 
of the House of Brandienburgh, touches upon this 
event, and in which, as it were, he strives to reha^ 
bilitate the memory of his father, is curious : though, 
in fact, he fails in his attempt, for, by striving to ex*> 
culpate Frederic William from all blame, he reduces 
his own reasoning t6 nothing more than a prepos- 
terous absurdity. In treating of his father's charac- 
ter, he says of him, *< Austere in his own morals; 
rigorous with regard to those of others ; a severe ob- 
server of military discipline ; governing his kingdom 
by the same laws as his army, he thought so well 
of humanity that he pretended to make his subiset* 

* MteBinl dt li MvinTe de BuvMl 
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as stoical as he was himseU. We hare passed arer in 
silence the domestic griefs of this great prince. We 
oti^ht to have some indtilgence for the faults of his 
children vhen reflecting on the virtues of such a 
father.*** It is iitipossible not to remark, that this 
last sentence would contain more truth in it if trans- 
posed ; and that it would be more reasonable ** to have 
mdulgence (br the faults of such a father in reflecting 
on the virtues of hi§ children.^ 

In 1751 Frederic had all the papers and documents 
relating to these trials brought to him, and having 
torn and destroyed many of them, doubtless with the 
Intention of preventing posteri^ from knowing how 
atrocious and arbitrary a part Frederic William had 
acted in the transaction, the. rest were again depos- 
ited in the archives.t 

Frederid William, having failed in his Utt^mpt t6 
take away the life of his son, seems next to have 
turned his thoughts towards the conversion of that 
son to Christianity ; doubtless a most laudable an^ 
praiseworthy endeavour, though hardlyto have beeft 
expected from one who showed so little trace of the 
mild and forgiving precepts of that divine religion in 
his own actions. To accomplish his purpose, Fred- 
eric William wrote to' Miiller^ the chaplain of the 
regiment appointed to attend the execution of KaU, 
commanding him to see and to argue with FredericJ 
This transaction, which is curious, both as connect** 
ing itself virith the subsequent opinions of Frederic^ 
and as affording a good deal of insight into the incon- 
sistent character or his father, will be best understood 
by a perusal of the correspondence which took plac6 
between Frederic WilUam at Yousterhausen and the 
chaplain at Custrin* The first "communication of 
SVederic William to MuIIer is as foHows : — 

t ¥10 4» FiJEito tl ini4. 

12 




in tori ov ntxDERic n. [1730. 

** ileverendy well-beloved, and faithiult 
' ^ I am not acquainted with yoH, but I have heard 
much ^nood of you.' I have been assured that you 
are a pious and honest clergyman, and a faithful min* 
ister of the word of God. Since, therefore, you are 
ffoing to Custrin on account of the execution of the 
Lieutenant de Katt, I command yQu, after the exe- 
cution, to pay a visit to the prince royal; to reason 
with him, ana to represent to him that whoever aban« 
donis God is also abandoned by God ; and that when 
God has abandoiied a man, and has taken away his 
{^ce from him, that man is incapable of doing what 
18 good, and can only do what is evi|. You will ex- 
hort him to repent, and to ask pardon for .the many 
sins he has committed, and into which he has seduced 
others ; one of whom has just been punished with 
death. If }[0u then find tlie prince contrite and hum- 
bled, you will engage him to fall on his knees with 
ydu, as well as the officers who are with him, to ask 
pardon of God, with tears of penitence. But you 
must proceed with prudence and circumspection, for 
the prince \s cunning ^jmd vou will, therefore, take 
caire to observe if what he does proceeds from a sin- 
cere repentance aod from a really contrite heart. 
You will represent to him also, in a proper manner, 
the error he labours under in believing that some are 
predestinated to one thing and some to another; and 
that thus he who is predestinated to evil can do 
nothing but evil, and he who is predestinated to good 
can do nothing but good, and that consequently we 
can change nothing of what is to happen, — a dreadful 
error, especially in what regards bur salvation. Now, 
as I hope that his present situation, and ihJb execution 
Irhich has just taken place before his eyes, will touch 
and soften his heart, and will lead him to better sen- 
timents, I charge you, as you vahie your conscience, 
to do all that is humanly possible to represent forci- 
bly to the prince these things; and particularly in 
what lehUes to predestination, to convince him by 
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neans of jMuraages from the ScriptUKed, ivhich satis- 
factorily prove Mrhat I wish you to advance. And as 
he has a subCle unoerstandin^, you v^iU take care that 
your answers to his objections shall be short,, but at 
the same time solid and decisive. It will also be 
necessary to lead him to tiiis discussic^n insensibly* 
and in a proper Inanner, as^ 1 have . before said. If 
you find that the prince is content with your con- 
versation, that he lUtens to- your good instructions, 
and that they go to bis heart, jrou will remain at 
Custrin, and you will visit the pnnce royal regularly 
every day, to endeavour to awaken his conscience, 
and to operate a sincere conversion in him. But if 
you find, o|i the other hand, that it is impossible for 
you to gain his confidence, you will leave the place, 
having first written me word of it ; and you may give 
me an accoimt of what has happened, by word of 
mouth, when you are returned to Berlin. But if his 
heart is touched and penitent^ jjrou will also vt^rite me 
word of it and you may remain with him. 

"lam, 
f^Tour afiectionate kiw, 

^^FaCDBBlb WiLtUll* 
« v;i».tartkMUM. Id MfffwBter, r7».« 



The answers of Miiller were as follows: — 

^ I return my-most humble thanks to your majesty 
for the eonfidenee you deign to place in me. I have 
the honour to afcquaint you that the prince royal 
was much affected by the execution which, took 
place yesterday; so much so that he fainted away, 
and during ttie rest of the day was not able to 
recover from the horror and terror he felt at it* At 
two o*clock in the afternoon I went to him, and was 
obliged to remain with him till five. At seven 
o^clock he again ,sent for me. The Lieutenant' de 
Katt, who prepared himself for death in the most 
cxemplaiy mannery charged me. Just before bis exe* 
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MliiNV to^ivf Mfl^ uHklm^ wfiltepi kr Mm Mare 
the eyes of the prince* The priooe aekaowledged 
ibelruth of ftH that was e<mt«ined in them ; protest- 
li^ that he had lettt ever smce the e«mmenoement 
of this boBin^ss* a sioeere repenlaiiee} and adding* 
that he thonght your nmjesty was not awai<oof thist 
sinee yoa hA compelled him to witness this cmel 
Ojteeution, aHhoqgh he bad acknowledged himaelf 
an undntiftil scmt and had submitted faimBeir to the 
will and commands of yomr majesty* Under these 
circumBtanees I shall resaain here, aceovding to Uio 
gracious intebtions of your mi^'es^ ; and dw wait 
for further oid^s. 

«• OMii% 71^ Nt««mtar. imk" 

** ^ the giraee of God, the demns of your nutf esty 
ivith regard to the prince rc^al hare succeeded so 
fyj th^t the prince at present confesses that his 
ofiences me much more considerable than he before 
believed tliem. to be, and that he humbly prays 
Almighty God not to.ent^r into judgment with him. 
He ackaoirtedgea that hia oonduct was very im- 
INToper at the ejamination he underwent before the 
commission appointed to that effect i mad be is of 
opinion, that if at the beginning, he had been ques- 
tioned >y » jingle person in a milder manner, and 
without the employment of harshness and menaces. 
He shoidd not hftve been drivc^n to those extremities 
of which he now repents. He is also thankful to 
God, and to your majesty, for the salutary hnmitia- 
tion be has been eompelied to undeigo; and if his 
humble petitions are not sufficient, he is ready to 
submit himaelf to the pateriEial and royal wishes of 
your rosgesty« Now, as our Divine Saviour has 
said, * J^ My own w^nit $him thaU I9 judged^ I sup* 
licate moet humbly your nM^ty to open your pa* 
omal heart to kindness and mercy with regaid to 
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the ptiace royiiU-and to acquaint him oijovat inken- 
tibn as soon as possible, l^st the profoimd melaa* 
choly in which he is at present phinged may be - the 
cause of his. death. Our conversations at present 
are occupied on points of religion; and lunce God 
seems to have inclined towards me the^ heart of the 
prince royal, I tnist that he will listen, in^all things 
to my instructions. In the <hope> that yonr majesty 
will deign to grant my prayer^ I am* d»s. 

v<*8diIf«veB*er/kiUMiiwniinf.* ^ 

I 

** Since ihe report that I had the honour of send- 
ing yesterday to your majesty^ the following con* 
versations have taken place. Yesterday morniflg 
the prince royal b<^gan, of his own accord, to turn 
the conversation to predestination and absolute 
fatalism; and after dinner he detailed his opinions 
to me, in order that I mig^t answer them.^ I tried 
to refute them entirely, Sad to give him from ihe 
Holy Scriptures clear proofs of the order and coa- 
ditions of predestination, aa wefi as of general grace* 
tie was singularly struck, amon^ ower passages, 
with the 7th verise of the Sd chapiter of the Second 
Epistle of ^«t Peter, where it is said, ' tJuU God has 
aUo redeemed those who are eondemined.^ He had never 
read this passage* It proves clearly that the inten- 
tion of God is^ that even the most wicked among men 
should be saved, and that if they are lost they alone 
are the cause of their damnation,' and not God. 
Alter that, I quoted to him the passage of the Epistle 
of Saint Paiil to Timothy, chapter the eleventh, 
verse Ist to 6th, and I developed all the force of the 
argument contained in jt, to which he only made 
answer by m^ans of comparisons. For example* 
he observed to me that when the wheels of a watch 
were arranged they could not go except as that 
arrangement permitted ; to which I answered him ip 
few words, tnat that comparison proved nothing, 
because the wheels of a vatch« having neither intejU 
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•ppoiitkm inaoy «rsy« He ini4a aAeiwaid aioClier 
€» ap af M wa with r^pnd toi fine, which hat neees- 
trtiiljr tlM Mone eftKBt upcHi all wood of tti» tame 
kind* I answered him, that if befocehaiid a piece 
of iliis wood was dipped in walef^ the foiee of the 
Jlie would up kmger hv9e the sanae eflect upon it. 
I opposed to these m ooonpaiison of the sane kind^ 
to show him clearly how a man! makes hiO' own sal* 
▼ation* ^ Suppose/ said i» * two menr had Mien into 
the castle ditch, and that a cord was thrown to eacli 
of them, whieh they weio r^i^ieetivefy desifed to 
take hc^ of, and were assored by this aaeans they 
woold be saved. If one took hood of the ooid, and 
the other refhsed 16 do soy is it not clear that th^ 
latter would be the eaoM of his own destraction V 
The prinoe replied^ ^Lathrer himself believed in 
ahsoliite decrees ; why do yton abandon the doctrine 
ef Lntherf I answei^d, that in the first place, 
Urther is not the rule of bar iuth, but the word of 
Ctod. Secondly, that Mb theologian, in the end, 
acknowledged the tenets of the doctiine which we 
pireach. And thiriyy, that there are also in the 
lefomied churdi many theologians who reject the 
doctrine of absohite decrees as an evident and dan* 
aeroos error, and who adnnt that of general grace. 
♦^Why win your ro3ral highness not fbQow these 
wise theotegiattisr— >T^at is trae,*' answered he, 
^and it merits reflection $ 1 know, amongothers,that 
NoHenitie admits the doctrine of general grace.* 

** After Uiis he told me that he was toa weak to 
eontinne talking, as he still feH the eflfeets of the 
lident agitation he had undiergone. When he was 
a little restored, he said to me, ^I should never 
have thought that the Lotherami taught such a doc- 
trine. This ms&es me see that it is not fetahty, but 
I alone who am the cause of th^ death of Katt, and 
of my own misfortohes.' I answered him, that he 
was now in H^ right path, since he acknowledged 
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Ufttottyindwasawftreof thegieateBSB^f it; but 
that it was oedessary for bira to be ia a hj^ dis* 
positioBy ia order ttial €rod might cottduct huB to a. 
true repeoftanee and an evdre diange of his lieait 
and actions; that for this pmpen he ought to im* 
plore the goodness of God by fervent prayer^' de- 
manding pudon of him for his many ainsy and invoke 
nd«itly the Holy Spirit to deign lo change bis 
heart ; that thus the designs of €M and his majesty 
vith respect to him mi^t be accom^diished. Ha 
answered, *I consent to that with ali my hearty 
provided I can stitt hope to obtain merey, and timlp 
God yrili Still in this life enter iatd an account with 
me.' i answered, that God made him feel hss wrath 
in order to lead him to implore his grace. He^ re*< 
plied) M brieve ft ateo; but I fear I rirall never be 
aUe agam tcr regaiir fte king^s favour; he will cev* 
tunly never paidon me my malts, or at least never 
eutirky; but will always preserve ^e recoilectioiir 
of them, beeaase I have irritated hiin so. madi.*-^ 
* Do not think that,' replied I to him, * for God baa 
led the heai^t of tt» kmg to {lerfocm this act of jus- 
tiee, in or d^r to lead you to }QSt sdntimwnts and & 
constant aad stneere chsotgcr of life. ^ It <hie8 not 
aigae a design of destroying a treey of wkidk there 
is great hope, to* cot off one of its brandies,^ or to 
iMMrve from it wtiatsver might prevmit its growth 
mid its bearing fmit; in the same manner, it is not 
the kin^s iivtention to destroy yoii»^— >That 1 can 
hardly believe,'' replied the prince, ^for he given ma 
no mark at ail of his kindness, though I hav6 ieen. 
a long time implormg and vrailSng for it' I tried to 
trani]^illiae him by spring to him, ^ A proof that the 
fog does noit wish for ymar destnKtion^ bat only 
tat your eottversion and amendmeot, is, flint, that be 
has had Katt executed before your eyes in order to 
lead you to serious reisctien; andseeondly, that he 
has removed you from the secular tribunal,^ and that 
ia ka« penaithMl mcv wM m»a miBsster of the w^rd 
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of Gud, to eoBverse with you respecHng that woid^ 
aiid to lead you again into the rignt path ; which is 
a eeltain proof of the aiXection the king has for ypa», 
and of the interest that he takes in the salvation of 
your soul.'- After a moment of silence the prince 
replied, * Provided the end of your visits is not to pre*- 
fare me also for death* I had much difficulty to 
tranquillize him on this head. I assured him that 
when the king should once be sure of his change, he 
would see that he was a. merciful father, and a king 
full of clemency and ffoodness for him, and; that 
therefore he ought to tedce courage and abandon all 
these melancholy ideas ; and I ^ded, that the time 
of my remaining about his person depended on him* 
self. Then I prayed with him ; and* afiier this act 
of piety he seemed a little more tranquil, and bade, 
me to remain still with him if I could, and if possi- 
ble to sleep ill the castle, in order that I might be 
nearer to him, and that he mi^ht have more frequent 
conversations with me for his edification. This I 
hare done. 

*' As I can assure your majesty before God that 
in the various marks of repentance and compunction 
manifested by the prince royal there is not the 
slightest trace of dissimulation, I supplicate you 
most humbly to have recourse to mercy, in imita-> 
tion of Almighty God, and to cause to shine upoa. 
thojNrince a ray of your royal clemency ; for I am 
always in fear lest the terror and the idea of the mis*- 
fortunes which ma}[ still happen to him, as well as 
his melancholy, which augments daily, may produce 
some dreadful miental' malady, of which it may be 
impossible to cure him. May God, the Father of 
mercies, open the paternal and royal heart of your 
majesty to the granting of my most humble prayer! 
Amen. 
" CviMn, gth ofNovcniber, in dw moralBf * 

This report from the ch^^uo {irodaced a wocaui 
iBtter from the king i^ 
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^ Reverend, wea*bek»Ted, and ftifhftfl, 
^I have received your two reports, and I ordar 
you, in answer, to remain still at Gustrin till Airther 
orders, an^ to go regularly to the prince itnrai, and 
continue to convince and to exhort him, hy the word 
of God, to turn his thoughts inWard; to confess, 
from th^ bottom of his heart, all the sins he has 
committed, whether against God or against me, who 
am his father and his kingv or against himself, and 
against his own honour;- and to be ^ repentant for 
them. For to borrow money without being able to 
repay it, and to try to desert, are not the actions of 
an honest man : such actions can only come fiom 
hell and the children of the devil, and never froni the 
children of God. You send me word that you he- 
Heve, on your conscience and < before Heaven, that 
the prince is converted to God; jthat he demands 
Dftrdon a thousand times of his kin^^, his lord, and hie 
father for all his crimes; and that he repents, witti 
all his heart, the not having been always submissive 
to the will of his father^ If you still nnd tlie pridce 
royal in these dispositions, if he promises all these 
things before God, if he repents with all his heart 
of the faults he has committed, -and is in the firm 
resolution of correcting himself as he promises, and 
in the manner which you have stated to me, you will 
declare to him in ra^r name, that though I cannot in 
tiHth pardon him entirely, yet, that having more afr 
fection for him than he merits, I will diminish the 
luurshi^ss of his prison, and wiU put about him per« 
sons to watch his conduct. He mall fiave the whole 
town for hie prison, but he must not be permitted to 
go beyond it. I shall give him occupations for the 
whole day at the chambers of war, of domains, and 
of the regency. He will occupy himself in afiairs 
of finahee, will read the acts, and will make extracts 
from them. But before I accord to him this grace, 
I shall exact from lum a solemn oath to conform 
Itoself eiBctly, and with subnuMion, to all nxv'Ot* 
Vofc. I.— K 



410 ixnrov niDBnifKfL fmo. 

den ftnd. Id all my /wfehc^ \ alld •to doi'witilotit ex- 
ceptioD, all. that is the do^ of a failhful serrant-and 
a flmbmieaiTe son* But if he fadls. again into ina 
ia]ilt8,and reeommenees his old courses, he riiall be 
ideprived of his suoeessidn to the throne and to the 
.electoral dignity* and even, if the nature of his crimes 
require it, be condemned to^eath. 

^ You will tell him> to be patient till all is ready 
^r this new arrai^gement ; when I shall send the 
Lieutenant-generals Grumkow, Borck, and Roeder* 
Major-general Buddenbrock, the Colonels Wx^ow 
luid Dersciiau, and the Privy Coansellor Tuhneier 
to him ta receive his oath. 
■ ** I recommend to you, updn the present occasion, 
to assure the prince that I know him well; and that 
if he has ever thought I did not know him^ he shodl 
«t least now be himseK convinced that I know the 
evil of his heart. Thus^ if he is not really submts- 
'4rive and changed, but t^ili in the same dispositioos 
as ever, he will, perimps, trjr to repeat the afoies^ 
^rath with a low-voice and m an indistinct manner. 
<hi this subject you will tell him from me, that^es 
-a firiend, 1 advise him to pronounce this oath aloud 
-«Bd distinctly, and to believe that he wiU be held fas- 
' fore God to observe it to the letter. Impress it upon 
4dm^ that no mental reservation isdn be allowei^ but 
:lluKt he will be held exactly to what is written ; that, 
theirefore, if <he breaks this oath, or departs from it 
in tlw smallest point, he will not be excused for it. 
-fie should bear this always in mind, and strive ear- 
neslSy to van<|uii^^BUKl overcome, with the assistance 
'Of Ged, the perverse inclinations of his heart, skice 
it is a question here of points of the greatest im- 
portance. May the almighty Lo^ d give usxfais toly 
messing! And, as he often raakesuseof ^xtraotdi- 
-'Hary means and trials of misfortunes to braig ba^ 
men to 4he kingdom of Jesus Christ, may Ihis divine 
ftSavioor assist- us to fecaH my wandering son to the 
-«unbe» of his as i i aul s! May he melt and Mften 
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xMn hardeiMd hearty and miatck it firojd the fimgs of 
tSatanS May God, the Father Almighty* grant us 
this grace in the name of oar Lord JesiM Chriat* 
through Ms paa^ion and bis deatb! Anien* 

** I'remain your afj^etionate king,. y . 

** FbIDBISO- WlKLUlf^ 

To this letter of the king Miiller vetturiied the toh> 
lowing answer t«— 

'^I hapre reeeived from the govemor of this town 
the graciotis order of your m^esty of the 9th of this 
month, tmmediately upon receiving it, I went to 
the prince royal, and on entering h^s room I found 
him reading the BMef and meditating on the 14^h. 
and 15th verses of the 2d chapter f>f the EpistWto 
die Eph^answ I hegged him to communicate to 
me his reflections : he did so, and spoke m, the most 
edifying manner of the merits procured to .us by the 
ds^h of our SavioNir, and of our duties on. thfii point. 
I seiaed this occasion to turn the conversation to 
that true conversion and that* sincere .chsnge of the 
hdart which, as I represented to himi are the neces- 
stry means to enable us to parttcipaie in the merits- 
of Jesus Christ. . Having asked mm again whether 
bd persisted in his repentance, in the ^rm detenni* 
nation to change his conduct, and. to give proofs of 
his conversion in a profound submisfion and obe». 
dienee to the orders of the king his father, he an# 
swered, ' With all taj heart, provided the king be^ 
Ueves m» and trusts m my promises; but I fear he 
will never be kind to me again.* Thereupon, I as*. 
tasBted him that your majesty wouki believe his wordi, 
adding, that he also should consider whether he waft 
willing to conufirm with an oath his promise to chaqge 
hi* conduct ; and that, in that case, he might b^ cer* 
tsin that y6ur mnjesty^ wouldhnve no more suspicion 
of turn*. Thepnpoe answAird me; ^ Ajrf you then 
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sure that ttie king will restore his kiodiieM to bm 
ttain ?*— * He will not restore it to you at once,' re* 
pned I, * bat I aim certain he will restore it to you 
by degrees, and in proportion as he shall see the ef^ 
feet of your promises. 

*^ Alterwara I acquainted him with what your ma- 
jesty had ordered me to tell him from you. As soon 
as he learned your intentions, he was so touched 
with this mark of ydur paternal and royal g^odness^ 
that the tears came into his eyes, and hesaid to>me» 
* Is this possible ? Is it not only that you have been 
desired to say this to me ?* At these words, I took 
from my pocket your majesty's order, and put it 
into his hands to read. After having read it, he told 
me that he was touched in all humility with the 
goodness of your majesty, "and that he would con 
lorm himself entirely to your orders. He added, 
that, with regard to the oath, he was aware of all 
the importance attached to taking it ; that he Icnew 
he comd make no mental i^servation; that he must 
swear and promise according to the sense and inten- 
tion of those who prescribed the oath ; and under- 
stand it in the manner in which they wished it to be 
understood. 'I am resolved,' said he, 'never to 
break it, and to pronounce it distinctly and with a 
loud voice. But, on the other hand, I have a firm 
conviction that, in the formula which his majesty 
will prescribe to me, there will be nothing but what 
is paternal, and what is possible for me to execute*- 
And as, in an affair of this importance, \ should wish 
not to act without serious reflection, I wiU ask of 
his majesty, before he sends the (commissioners to 
me, to deign to show me the formula and^the arti- 
cles it contains ; in order that I may do nothing with 
precipitation, or vdthout touch consideration, and 
tiiat I may be able to prepare myself, with as real 
sincerity as possible, to promise and fulfil all the ar* 
Holes.' In order that I may also, upon this point, 
Ailfil my functions towards the prince royaJ^uid 



strengfthen him more and more in his good designs. 
I hambly pray your majesty to send him beforehand 
this formiiia and these articles. 

** I am, ^c* 

•«CiMCiin, the lldi Norvnter.*' 

More letters passed between the king and the 
ohq>Uin^ bal las their contents are uaiDapprtant they . 
are omitted. Af^r a short further stay at Gustrin,' 
Miiller was permitted to leave that fortress, and re^ 
tcurn to Berlin $ without hayings as it would appear, 
achieved thjie conversion of FredeHc. 

From the foregoing letters it is melancholy to ob- 
serve, that even thus early Frederic had manifested 
that disposition to infidelity which subsequently in 
an aggrav<ated degree acoomipamed him through his 
long careeri tarnished the bngktness of his giorieSf 
shed a hopeless gloom over. his» old age* amd ex« 
tended its baleAil influence even to his tomb. It 
would seem, indeed, that the harsh sod forbidding 
manner in whieb Frederic William strove to inculi^ 
oate his lessons of divinity had an effect' directly thei 
reverse from- what he intended*: nor is it difficult ta 
conceive tlmt* to avmiodnatyraHy disposed to sliLepti* 
cism, the sacred precepts of ta».. gospe), enfoieea 
only by oniel treatment and close confinementf 
would carry but little conviction ; especially when 
we ooRsiderthiiiti Frederic beheld in Christianity the 
religion (Of ; that (atbei^ who ihad' just died Ins. hands 
In the innocent blood of his intimate friend. From 
Ifaia time the infidelity of Frederic became more de* 
«ided, and his estrangement froty^ religion more o^n: 
so that it would appear th^t the appelant concessions 
made by hto to the chaplain upon doctrinal points 
weve yielded rather froiii av^ew of obtaining a rer 
lease, from ooniiiemeQjt» t^, fi^^un. my conv^tip^ 
4Mr their Imtih 

K9 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FMerle 11111 Iti Oonflnemcnt^He wriitoa t» lili FUIisr-^Ii allowMl 
greater Liberfjr— Bis AmiiMmenis and Oeeuattoiit at CusCrin— Fred- 
eric WUliam tiaita hia Son— Jtecoiicinati9ii of the King and Queen, 
but the Prineeaa WUbelmUia ooniinuea in Dlafrae^^Proifeeta of tlw 
King for ber Marriafe with ihe Frinee af Bareith— Caoduct of her 
Father and Moitier to the Prin eea a Character and Appearance or the 
Prince of Banrith— Singular Conduct of the Qneen— Marriage of tte 
Prineeaa— Frederic recalled to Court— BiaJlarriag* WHhthePiineeas 
ti Bevem, and anbaevMit M^Leet ef Jmr. 

Tt does not appear, in spite of the sabnussions of 
Frederic, that a relaxation of nis coyiiineinent imme- 
diately followed his conversations with Miiller ; but 
shortly after, this he received a visit from Grumkow, 
who, finding him io a miserably low state of spirits 
which he attributed in part to the rigorous nature of 
his confinement, persuaded him with some difficulty 
to write a submissive letter to the king; which 
Grumkow promised to present to him, ai& to sup- 
port by all the influenee he was master of. The 
ioUowmg is the letter of Frederic to his fathet : — 

' («C«atiln,lMiNofenibte,173a 

** 1 acknowledge that T have given your majesty* 
my most gracious father, cause for just anger and 
indignation, through my disobedience as yoinr sub* 
ject and soldier, as well as through my want of duty 
as your son. With the most submissive respect I 
throw myself entirely upon your mercy, my gracious 
father, and implore that you will most graciously 
pardon me \ since it is not the privation of my lib- 
erty in my unfortunate arrest that has. so much 
In^ught me to reason, as my own regret for the 
enor I have committed* I rem^da with the most 



1730.] LIFS or 7RKDSRIC m tU 

humble respect and submission, to the end of mr 
Kfe,"*&c. : 

The consequence Of this letter, anj of the repre- 
sentations of Grumkow, was-the release of Frederic 
frotn the jfortress ; instead of which the town of Cus- 
trin was given him for his prison; as had been before 
prbmised by the kingf*s letter to Miillef. Still his 
eondition, though improved, was very deplorable : 
all amusement was denied to him, and, above all, tlie 
reading, writing, and- speaking French were for- 
bidden. To employ him, the king made him acoun- 
sellor of war, with the injuncUon that he was' to 
assist regularly at all the meetings of the chamber 
of counsellors of that district, at which he was or* 
dered to take his place below the junior counsellor* 
Nor was his presence at these meetings all that was 
necessary; the king insisted also upon his acting 
the part of a diligent scribe, as we learn by the fol- 
lowing anecdote. Upon a certain occasion, the 
president of the cha^bet' reported thus to the king :— <- 
^ I have the honour to send your majesty three reports 
of the chamber of war and royal domains ot Uie 
New March.t Two have been copied by the prince 
royal with his own hand; the third he has only 
signed.** Oif the margin df this Frederic A^illiam 
wrote, ** It is not enough for Friti to sign ; he must 
woik himself.*'$ 

Three persons weris appointed to watch over 
Frederic, and t6 keep him strictly to the letter of the 
king's commands. Their names were Vollen, Rove- 
del, and Natzmar ; the latter was the son of the mar- 
shal of that name. His diet was regulated at a sum 
which made it barely sufficient to .prevent actual 
starvation : his apartment was most miserable, and 
almost entirely devoid of furniture : he was in great 
want of linen, and of others of the first necessaries 

* FricdrielM Mm Otmma Jvgendjalmi v«i Fr. F6rat«r 
t Ot Braadeobiirgli. ^ Vie 4* IMsiip U.- 
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of Hf^ : at nine o'ciodt at n^llt his candle was takea 
from him ; while pen, ink, and paper, and books^ 
were alike denied to him. These numerous petty 
▼ezations confjpoied a whole of so much vrretched* 
ness that his firmness gave wajr under.it; and he at 
teog^h confided :to the president Mvnchow, who had* 
always aeted with kinimess towards hiqm-his deter- 
mination of writing to the king, andvoffering to give- 
up his rights to the throne to maiiezt brother,^ for a 
pension, and permission. to live ont of the Prussiao^ 
states. Munchow, like a true friend, dissuaded hiav 
from becoming a second Esau, and subsequently^ 
found means privately to ameliorate his condition* 

By degrees, as will always happen by time, and 
more particularly where the wishes of all concerned 
are on the side of the prisoner, Frederic began ta 
be less strictiy guar^M; and the president took a<^« 
vantage of this to assist him with many little com^ 
i<>rt»^8ueh as lihen, plate, furniture, bookBTt writings 
materials, &c. The inhabitants of Custrin and ther 
neighbourhood, as well as the colony of French refu<-^ 
gees settled at Berlin^ also subscribed to iito{Mrove tils' 
rood.* The person who took away his candle at 
nine o'clock continued to do so^ but returned imme« 
ditttely afterwafd wiih twcf His attendance at the 
meetings of. the counsellors of war was frequently 
^spensed with ; and wihen he did uttend, instead of. 
copying reports, he was allowed to amuse himself, 
IB he pleased ; and aoebrdingly he passed his time at 
these sittings either in lea^ng French pamphlets, or 
in drawing cmoatmres of the president and his 
brother counsellors, and representing, them with 
satirical appendagestsnch as noirnst or with bottles^ 
cards,, pipes, Ac. in tiieir hands.) 

But tbe greatest ameUoratioa of hie conditiont, 
Ulttch Frederic obtained during the year of his de- 

* MAmoiiw de la MaifnTs d« Baratth. 
tTHMbftft^SMnFeai " 
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tention at Gustrin, was the being suflfered to visit in 
disguise the castle ot Tamsel, situated within a mile 
of Custrin, and the habitation of the Barons Wrech, 
one of the most ancient families of the iirovince.t 
There lived the father aiid mother, three sons, and 
four daughters, who all became the constant com* 
panions of Frederic^ Every afternoon, as the ^y 
closed, Frederic paid a visit to Tamsel, and passed 
the evening there, either in conversation or in con- 
certs, in which he himself bore n part together with 
the younger members of the family. He also received 
from this house presents of books, candles, coin^s* 
tibles, Ac. ; and loans of money at different times, 
of which the sum total when he left Custrin amounted 
to 6000 rix«<dQli»rs. It has been said, but whether 
truly or not it is difficult to decide, that this debt 
was never acquitted by Frederic. Wliat encourages 
the supposition is, the circumstance of his ^vident 
ingratitude to the Wrechs after his accession to the 
throne. Their family was siLways known as in the 
number of those which, durintg his whole reign, ap- 
peared to be in a sort, of disgrace. He never re* 
ceived them kindly, and never granted them any fa* 
vour. The court of Prince Henry was the only one 
in which they were evet employed: all they could 
obtain from tlie king was to escape being persecuted* 
This was also the case with regard to the relations 
of the amiable and unfortunate De Katt. 

** Feeling minds," continues Thiebault, ^*are natu* 
rally and properly shocked at traits like these, which 
appear to proceed from such- thorough ingratitude ; 
but they forget that Frederic, become king, wished 
in every thing to calculate and act as king. He laid 
it down as a principle, that he ought to sacrifice 
every thing to sooial order; that every thing which 
was contrary to these interests ought to be pro* 
•eribed and put down by sovereign authority. Those, 

• XUibraU* tevvwin d» Vlagt Am d« M>iar i Btrliiu 
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tlicmtore, who-liad served the prinoe royal (Hndd not 
but be suspected in his eyes s and in support of the 
same system^ it has always b6en obsecved, that he • 
repulsed from him those who showed a very marked' 
attachment to hia InrotherSf or others of his family, 
though in other respects he was so attentive to- 
perform all the duties of an affectionate relation."* 
That this may hare been tlur reason for the subse* ■ 
quent conduct of Frederic to the families of Wrech * 
and Katt is very probable ; butw^hilewe acknow« 
ledge it as the-cause, we can never consider it as a ' 
sufficient excuse for ingratitude such as is here de- - 
scribed. Whatever may have been the duties of 
FSrederic as king, they ought not to hare superseded > 
the prior duties he owed to feelingv principle, «nd 
Justice. 

Some months after the apprehension of Frederic* ^ 
the king came to CustriUf and upon his. arrival there * 
sent for him. He embraced him, and conversed . 
with him kindly for a quarter of an hour, without ' 
alluding to his oetention, or to^ the cause of it* This - 
step was not, however* followed by any acts of grace < 
towards Frederic, whoee condition remained the • 
same tiU his final reiease.f 

The year 1731 commenced with the reconciliation . 
of the king and queen, who had been on the ivorst • 
terms ever since the time of the arrest of Frederic* 
The Princess Wilhelmina, however, still continued 
in disgrace ^d in confinefnent; and she^ describes 
her situation, both physical and moral, as most mise* 
rable. , ^I was shut up," says she, ^^in-mybed^ 
chamber, where I saw nobody, and continued tdwajni • 
to fast I was resdly dying ,of hunger. I read as i 
long as there was dayhsiit, and made remarks upon i 
what I read. My health becan to give way. I bo* . 
capne as thin as a skeleton from want of food and/ 
exercise. One day as Madame de fionsUdd and ngr*' > 

* TUtbanlt, Sovvwiin de Vinct Am de BAkmr a Bertm. 
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self vTdre at table, looking satfy at one anpther, 
having nothing to eat but a soup made ilrith salt and 
water, and a ragout of old bones, full of hairs and 
other dirt, we heard a knock at the windovr. Sur- 
prised, we rose hastily to see. what it was. We 
found a raven, with a morsel of bread in its beak, 
which it laid di»Wfl on the sill of ihe window as soon 
as it saw us, iin4 fl^w away. Tears, qame into ,our 
eyes at this adventure. • Our lot is very deplorable,' 
said 1^ to my governess, ' since it even touches the 
creatures devoid qf reason : they have more com- 
passion for. us than^men, who treat us with so much 
cruelty. Let us receive the omen of this bird. Our 
situation is about to change. 1 am now reading the 
Roman history, and I have found there,' continued 
I, joking, ' that their approach is considered fortu- 
nate.' In lact, nothing could he more natural or 
less extraordinary than the circumstance I have re- 
lated. The raven was tame, and belonged to the 
Margrave Albert: it had probably lost itself, and was 
seeking for its home.* However, my servcmts thought 
the event so wonderful, that it was soon divulged to 
all the town; which inspired so much pity for my 
misibrtunes to the col6ny of French refugees, that, 
at the. risk of inpurrinfg tlie displeasure of the king, 
they seat me food every day in baskets, which they 

Baced before my dre88angHM>om^ and which t^e 
erraann* took care to emptj^.'^f 
After a certain time the ppneess was allowed to 
see her sisters and the ladies of the court ; and upon 
her writii^ a letter to her' father, to request permis- 
sion to receive the sacrament, which she had not 
4one for luoe months, he consented, i^eplying, " My 
blaekgaard daughter may receive the sacrament !"! 
After this hdr situation became for a short time more 
tranquil and comfortable than it had hitherto heeuy 

* One of (1)e princemTs attendants. 
>t ]f4in«iiM 4e la MnigraTe de fianltti. 
'^^W^nn^ffki da 4ltta j^oot •oosmuioMr.*' 
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the king and queen being^^ absent at Potsdam ; in eon- 
sequence of which, she adds, ** 1 heard nothing more 
of my odious marriages. My little society was 
amiable and accommodating. 1 accustomed myself 
by decrees to living in retirement, and became really 
a philosopheT.'' 

This, however, did not kst long? for in the motitii 
of March, she tells us, the king again began to worry 
the queen about her marriage. He now wanted her 
to marry the Duke of Weissenfeld, a younger branch 
of the elector^, house of SaxoBy ; while the queen 
had recommenced her intrigues with the court of 
England. At length she persuaded the king" to give 
orders to his ministers to niake a formal proposition 
for the alliance of the Princess Wilhelmiha with the 
Prince of Wales ; and she now ent^^rtained, in con- 
sequence, every hope of the success of her long* 
cherished scheme. ^ 

Before, however, any answer could arrive' from 
England, the king had again changed his mind, and 
expressed his intention of marrying his daughter to 
the hereditary Prince' of Bareith, whose family was 
a younger branch of that of Brandenburgh. No 
sooner had he come to this determination than he 
ordered a deputation of his ministers, headed by 
Grumkow, to go to the princess, to inform her of his 
wishes ; ahd to threMen her, if she did not consent 
to themj with the most rigorous treatment, both for 
herself and her attendants. Madame de Sonsfeld« 
her governess, was more particularly designated as 
the object of the king's vengeance in case of the re^ 
fusal of the pi^cess. At the same time with this 
disastrous intelligence arrived the following letter 
from the queen, which only added to the perplexities 
of her unhappy daughter: — ^" All is lost, my dear 
daughter ; the King is determined at all hazards on 
your marriage. I have sustained several dreadful 
contests on this subject, but neither my prayers nor 
my tears have had any eflbct. Erersnann has orders 
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^o make the porchases heeessary for your marriage. 
You must prepare yourself to lose tlie Soasfeld. 
He. is determined to hare her degraded w^th infamy 
if you do not obey him. Some one will be sent to 
persuade you.. In God's name consent to nothing, 
and I wiU su{^rt you in it. A prison is better than 
a bad marriage. Adieut my dear daughter. I ex- 
pect every Ihmg from your firmness." 

The arrival of this letter to the hands of the 
princess was -shortly afterward followed bv that of 
the deputation of ministers, consisting, of Messrs. 
Grumkow, Podevils., Borck, and Tulmeier ; who, in 
a long (^onferen^ they had with her, employed al- 
ternately entreaties, aiguments, prayers, and threats, 
to induce her to submit to the king's wishes. The 
ai][piment which seemed to have the most weight 
*with her was, the probability of her compliance 
Causing an amelioration in the condition of the 
prince royal, which was dexterously held out to her 
by Grumkow. !Still her mind remained in a dread- 
ful state of indecision, from the fear of bringing upon 
herself, the displeasure of either the king or the 
queen ; a calamity she was sure to incur whichever 

Sirt she took. She describes herself as in a terri- 
e agitation ; running about the room,* searching in 
her own mind for an expedient to satisfy the king, 
without incensing the queen.* 

Grumkow, Borck, and Podevils, willing to allow 
her time for reflection, retired into the recess of a 
window, and conversed together. Tulmeier took 
this opportunity of approaching her, and told her his 
name. He then added, in a low tone, that she had 
better not resist any longer, but submit to whatever 
was required of her ; ai^ that he would answer to 
her with his life that the marriage never would really 
take place. He, said it was necessary, whatever it 
might cost, to appease the king for the present ; and 

* IftinBnw de Ui MaifniYv 40 Bantfli. 
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that this was th^ only imtim of tibtsining a favour- 
able dedlarationff^m the Kmg of E&^^id. This 
co^municatton determined the Utii^ "which the prin- 

' cess resolved troon taking. She immediately yielded, 
iaad told the mmisfers that she was'Wiliin'g to sacri- 
fice' heriielf for the peabe* of herfamlly ;' »tthe same 
time entreatlnr th^m With many tsttrs; td ftilfil the 

-promlsesthey had ^ made lier in the kiAff'a name, in 
favour of the' priHce royal. They eonflrmed what 
they hadbefore said" With' the m^st' solemn baths ; 
«nd theii (Persuaded her to 'wdte ^ letter of snbims- 
sidn to the king, th^ t^rttis of whteh-w^re dieUted 
to her by Grtimkow. ' This 'behig'^do^', they weiit 
away; leaving her in a stat^ of l^ie^ deepest dieepair. 
The following is the letter Which the pito<t«as<Wnile 
to her mdther upion thfe- nwfeafiiom-^ 

"lifaaam, 

^ "Your majesty Will havi^ bienalfeadi^ informed 

of my niisfortline, by the letter^ wlHch' 1 did my^lf 
the honour to wHte'to yon 'yesterday, iitiderewer 
to the^ king. I have'hatdly sti«njg[^'ehou^ totmoe 
these lines, and my 'statiei' altogether is worthy^ of 
pity. It is hot ai^'m^naces, however tltilent? they 
may h^ve been, which 'MV^ibdrnp^^^dmy don^entto 
the king's wishes : an ihtjgt^t thatli^ still more dekf to 
me has detertnfned jrnie to thi^ setcriflee. I havebeen 
till now the innocent c^ime ttf all'the ntifhappineisses 
your majesty has endured. My too sensible he^t 
nas Jjeen penetrated by the tbttdhing detailsyou hate 

J latterW made me of thiem. Yott hat^e been willing 

to sxsffeT f6r me r is it not much m6re natural that I 
should sacrifice myself for youf and that I should 
finish once for all this fatal division' in the family ? 
Could I balance a inoment betWet^n'the choice of^an- 
happinessfdf myself and the paidoto Of my bite*lier I 
What dreadful discourses have there not been held 
to me on this fiH^brjeet : I treteble'^When I think of 
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them. AJltlitt4ibj«cikkHi«)tl9aUcoi|14^«|a£^ 
the king's' praposid ^irare refuted to me befpre^and* 
Your .majesty, youreelf had. prpposea to, him the 
Prince of Bareithias.a lit s^liance for me: I cannot 
therefore imagine, that you, will disapprove of mv 
resolution t. besidesi necessity is not to be resisted. 
Though! was. most pressing to4h^t efiect, I oquld 
not obtain permission to ask your majesty^s consent* 
I was obliged to-deeide at one^t.^i^l^j^oobey with 
a good gracO) and thus to obtain real advantage;? for 
my brother;, or tojexpo^er myself,, by a r^usal, to 
the last degree of seventy^ which w6uld finally have 
reduced me to the. same step I have just taken. I 
shall have the honour Jto o^r a more ciroumatantia] 
detail of the whole .traasaqtiop to your maiesty, when 
I shall be permitted to thr<^w myself at your. feet, t , 
can understand.easil^r what mnst be your grief on the 
oocasion^ and it ia this which touches me the most* 
I implore you most humbly to tra^iqiuillize, yourselt 
with regard to my lot, and, to. trust the whole to 
Providence, who d^ee evei^^ thing for pur good ; and 
the more.so, beqause J ^id, myself really h^^ppy in 
becoming the. instrument, of .the hiappine^e of my 
dear mother* and of my brother* ■ What would I not 
do to testify to them my affection ! I r^)eat to you 
mr supplications with regajr4 tO: your own health, 
which I conjure you. to take^pc^re of. and not to injury 

S yielding too much, to your griei* ^he pleasure 
^ so soon seeing my InrptheK again ought to render 
tills reverse. the. morevS^ppor^t^etbybu.,. I hope 
that you. will grant me agenerouspardpn^or tne 
fMdt tiiatl have committed, in/entCMringiinio engage- 
ments without your kno^wledge, in ravouvof jthe,sen>- 
timents of affisetioa andof resp^ctfWith wl^^b I sball 
bf aUmjlife,Ac*"*^ 

The- same a9emB9..the .pijinic^|^;seqeii^^ the folj- 
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lowing answer to the letter slhe had sent to her 
father by Grumkow:— •*! am delighted, my dear 
Wilhelmina, that you are so submissive to the wishes 
of your father. The good God will bless you for it, 
and 1 will never abandon you. I will take care ojf 
you all my life, and will endeavour to prove to you 
on every occasion that I am your very affectionate 
father." . . 

Very different was the tetter which the following 
morning; brought^ her from the queen: — "You have 
cut me to th^e heart, and have inflicted upon me the 
greatest misery I eVer endured. I had placed all 
my hope in you, in consequence of my ignorance 
of your character. You have had the address to 
disguise to me the bad propensities of your heart, 
and the baseness of your disposition. I repent a 
thousand times the kindness I have shown you, the 
care I have taken of your education, and all that I 
have suffered on your account. 1 no longer acknow* 
ledge, you as my daughter, and shall in future never 
regard you but as my most cra^ enemy, since it is 
you who have sacrificed me to my persecutors, who 
now triumph over me. Never count upon me agaiUi 
as I vow eternal hatred to you, and will never for* 
give you."* ' 

A few days after the receipt of this maternal 
epistle, the princess was informed of the arrival of 
the king at Berlin, and was immediately summoned 
to attend him. The king received her graciously, 
and with abundance of promises of his intended libe«> 
ralities towards hen Not so the queen, who, upoa 
first seeing her, repeated all the harsh things she na4 
before written in her letter, and treatiBd her with so 
much severity that the princess fainted. 

It appears, that subsequently to this scene,. Tul« 
meier performed the promise he had made to the 
prnicess of appeasing the queen ; and that» in oon- 

* Uimoim d« la MargmTe d« Banltb. 



bfla out to her resp^cu^g ii^l^figU^ mOTiajm 
dej[ne^aour.to$v|irasvh»(4aiignteiv-^^ stlUi cq]4 
b^qame much impcpv^d^, But.tl^at her.re^ %lipg9 
ir^mained unchanged is.ey^aiit.jro^i the fql^wiog 
descnptipjd of the effec^t wt^cb tna«iM}deft ariiysil.at 
cpurt of the hereditaxy ^nn^.o^; Ba^tli had^upod 
bi9 future mot1ier^iQ4a,w*. 

^ The king be^jBgeijL th€| q^^Q* to bc^jiyiosent at ihf 
review on SundsQr, andtogoiherainapb^toq, wijtb 
tiiy" sister, th^ .Duchess ot Beit^n,. aad myself*' A4 
h6 was to get up^very e^Jly, he w^nt tQbed a$ seven^ 
^d enjoined this queen.to, amuse fthetprinoes during 
t^e evening, and, tosup mgltti th^n.^ We. played ^ 
faro till supper wa3,rea4y4 In,pa^sing4hrP¥gh.on9 
of the rooms, in order to.gotQ. supper, w<^ saiv^ 4 
otiyaise with po8trhQrs4$9i ar^^t..M^ph,stf»pped-at 
tljie foot of. thergr^ftti stjurf?^,, a(]^^i>ha^ying pw8^ 
tft^ugh ttiq couj[;;t of tl^e.p*)^. The, qM§en, apt 

Eared; surprised. at,^tW^,,aa. it la^ofijy prinqe^ wJti9 
ve this pri vilegen Slie aike4 iqamadifit^ly wb^, it 
wja^^and learned tl^atk it waa.t)^hWedit^Prm9fli> 
Qf.B^reitJi* The he^uj, of .Medu^ .ney^ , pradu(^ 
nufih horror, as djdtljijs piec^ of nejusra to. the; que«»i« 
]^r sprpe time stije, could no^ utter,, and ch.^ff^ 
Cplpur SQ oflten tha.t w^, thought sHe. i)K9rt4jfti»fe 
H^r state went to my hearty lir^m^^d'aa inin 
l^oibveable as.she.; and.eirei7on^ppe^i^.appe9r^d<fi4l 
p( const^rnatipnf"* 

The chai-act^r aqd. appe^sance- qT tba^ pHiicffii 
w.hose arriyal sp mucb,di9turl>ea the biarmpciy (Of tbiit 
rpyad supper p^y iiithe. p^tape.bf Befji^ aj^ tbiui> 
i^etched by hia wife;-T:'.^Th^. princa,.ts t%|t w^Ui 
made, and hf^,i juobje ,aii;« H^ &4»W«.W!^. Wtbejc, 
bag^spm^. npjr regular^ ^hufihi.s. coimtf^pance, ^Kbicbj 

5open„.^»gagi!Tigi aft4^,yeiy;agMeaf)fe, standi Wir 
R 8l?^e of .bfiiw^? H[e,ia ,oif r^ha«y tmmtmk 
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repUes wftW quickness, and without embarrassment. 
Though his nature is inclined to anger, he knows so 
well how to overcome it^ that it is never perceived, 
and no one has ever suffered by it. He is very gay : 
bis conversation is agreeable, though he has soma 
difficulty m making himself intelligible, from lisping 
to much. His conception is quick, and his intellect 
penetrating. The goodness of his heart gains him 1 

the attachment of ^ who know him. He is gene- ^ 

rous, charitable, compassionate, polite, engaging, and ' 

enjoys very ecfizl spirits : — in short, he possesses aU i 

the virtues, without any mixture of thejvices. The 
only fauH I know in him is rather too much levity, 
which I must mention here, as otherwise I should bei . 
accused of partiality : hie Jrs, however, much ^cor- 
rected himself of it.»'*'»nu V. l^^4.*^:p : an 

In spite of the queen^s infrigues, and of her ill- ._ 
treatment of her daughter and her future son-in-law;, ' . 
the necessary preparations for the marriage went on» ' \ tH 
The preliminary ceremony of betrothing, which ia ^ 
Prussia is marked by the interchange of what is '^^^ j. 
ealled the ring of promise, was celebrated in June : rf 
and the very evening of the day on which it had f ^ 
taken place, a courier arrived from England, bringing / i '\A 
intelligence that the English court had yielded to afi ■ 
tiie stipulations demanded by the King of Prussia, in ^ (/^ 
the case of his daughter's marriage with the Prince 
of Wales. Frederic William had gone too far in his 
engagements with the Prince of Bareith toretraot : 
but the annoyance which this caused him irritated 
his temper so much against his innocent daughter, 
that he again recommenced his severities towards 
her; white the queen, whose disappointment was 
still greater, inasmuch as both her hopes and wishes 
had been more ardent, actually fell ill from chagriu 
endanger. The interval between the betrothing of 
the princess royal and her marriage was filled up with 

* MtaHlrM dB It MvgnTQ do BtraldL 
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a continuance of the same scenes which have been 
before described, with the addition of some quarrels 
between her and the Princess Charlotte^ afterward 
Duchess' o)' Brunswick, who Vished* to take the 
Prince of Bareith from her sister ; and the constant 
complaints of the pbor prince himself, to whom his 
fiiture wife benared with the most chilling coldness, 
in consequence of the peremptory orders of thb 
queen, her mother, to that effect. 

To go into further details upon these disagreeable 
subjects would be tedious ; and they have onlv been 
thus much dwelt upon, as showing, in some degree, 
the manners of the court of Berlin at this period, 
and the chsuracters of the royal family who coniposed 
tt« The description, however, giv«n by the Princess 
of Bareith of the palace of Vousterhausen, to which 
she made a journey at this time with the king and 
queen, as well as. the way of Ufe there, are much 
too remarkable to be ohlitt^. The king had raised 
at this place, by dint of manual labour, a hill of bar- 
yen sand, over which passed the road which led to 
the palace. The palace itself was a small building, 
attached to an- old tower, in which was a spiral 
wooden staircase. The house was surrounded with 
a terrace, beyond which was a moat filled with black 
stagnant water. Three bridges, which were placed 
on each side of'the house, formed a communication 
with the court, the garden, and a mill that was op- 
posite. The court was flanked on each side by 
wings, where the king's suite were lodged. It was 
also bounded by a pallisade, at the entrance of which 
were placed two white eagles, two black eagles, and 
two bears, b^ way of sentinels, which, being verr 
▼icious animals, attacked^ everybody who passed. 
In the middle of this court there was a well, from 
which with great dificulty the water was raised for 
the use of the kitchen. This was surrounded with 
steps and iron rails, and was the spot selected by tho 
king for his smoking in the eyening. While at this 
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dine, whate;ver might be th^ weather,, imder a IsMrg^^ 
lime-tree; an4«w.hen it raijoed hard, th^y-sat iA w^^t 
abov^ their anUee^. .that part of the^grQund^ bein|[ 
'ower. than. the rest... Twenty-ifour persflin9.alwAy% 
aat;dowA,tQ.tai)de« of whom thriaie-fourths..fa9M*^ 
the diimer .only cooeisted of six very.ecionomipaj^ 
di»he«. . During the momini thf'j)rinc;essea^ remained: 
shut up with the ^ueieoi^who played at caida.un?, 
oeaaulgly^^nd never permttted them\toi go oiit. The 
kiag;l^.the,dinner table at one o'clock in theaffcer^ 
noon: he then stretched himself in. aa armchaii^ 
which waa placed for him* on theterr^Qe*. and stepjt 
U>r a. considerable tinie^ exposed to thegi^eatesti heat 
of the. sun; which hia.fjaunily.al3Q wer^ eomqelle^ 
to endure,. and, having no seats proidde4 for th^nu 
their only resources wasdying dowA on; th^, gf;ou9A 
si his feet.* 

While. at this place, the pquce^a. received nJettej; 
fioom her brother^ eispKeasin^iusapprQbatiqn oC tlm 
fspBoliition she had taken^tQ.putaAend.tOfthP. dAi» 
nsestic > dissen&iona. of hex^ familv by i^arryi^g; a9)d 
showing at the same tim&a,kui<l anxiety resp^tin^ 
her future happiness* For< himself, he. s^ h^ waa 
satisfied with his own way of 4iie, which h«.fon94 
Ts^ amusing. 

The maniage o€ the.p|rinceaarQ¥id.tQok..place oi^ 
the, 20tb of November* On the. aay>be.fQre it wasi 
to happen^ the qneen, who Usred al^^s i^ expectai 
tio&ol theanivalofiiewftfcomEngland, which would 
break it. off,, and who^ it 8eemft,,w^ by no meana 
scrupulous of the meaps to, be* employed to attain 
that.much-KlesiEed. obj^qt«.t(?pk. her daughter asid^^ 
andentreated her«. since the mia»-iQge ceremony n^jusi 
tj»ke pfaoA* as a.,last resowrcet^npt ito allpw^it to^h^ 
aQiieumin0ted4 in which^ ca«e» aa she, imm{|ned«..% 
4iroi9c«4kfim^ tb^Pmpe. ^f Baipeilh^would ^ e^sy t% 

^ Minwiraii ih li Ifaiinii fli Imrfit 
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be obtaiaed^ To this propoBitioH it doas not appear 
that the prinoess made any anawer.* 

On the morniiigof the day oa which the marriage 
was to take place, the priocesa went betimes to the 
queen's apartment, and from thence to the king^ 
where she made a formal rennnciation of her rights 
to the personal property b^onging to her family. 
She then -dined with her family and her intended 
hasband ; after which she retired with the queen for 
the purpose of being diessed for the ceremony. The 
queeii, whpi^e object was to gain time, in hopes of 
fresh news (torn Engiahd, as fast as one side of the 
princess's hair was dressed, undid it again ; so (hat 
at last -the hair would noJonger curl, which, as the 
princess herself observed, made her look like a mad 
woman. She adds, ^ A royal- crown was placed 
Upon my headt together with twenty-four curls of 
false hair, each as big as my arm. f could not hold 
up my head, as it was too weak for so great' a weight* 
My gown was a veiy rich silrer brocade, trimmed 
with gold lace, aiid my train was twelve yards long. 
I' thought I should have died under this diess." 
' The marriage took place in the great apartment 
of the palace at Berlin, of which the furniture and 
ornaments were entirely of silver. The moment of 
the benediction iieing given was marked by a triple dis« 
diarge of cannon; after which the princess, seated^ 
under a canopy, received the congratulations of all 
the court. Thie was followed by a ball, and then a 
supper, at which the king itoused himself by making* 
his new son-in-law drunk. After the supper, the 
dance df torches, an old German custom, took place. 
It consisted of the whole court walking gravely 
through the different rooms, to the sound of music, 
each hoiiUng a torch* During its performance the 
new-married couple walked with all the princes and 
princesses in turn* The princess was then undressed 
by her sisters and the day concluded* 

* M^tnolrwde la MargrsTe de BanML ' 
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his Drdmise to faisdflnghteryori^cadiki^ihsrhrathef' 
Fn0oefio,and rottoringhilii^ihis fiivouv^i. His first 
afspeavanoft !at coinrtr is : ihuavflMKn^i^^od* by'tba piin**,- 
cess :*^''Th0> sad iof. Novemberx them was a ball in 
the grcat^apavtmantiof tfae'iMdace^of wfaiGhliHrefited 
aa'maeh asl was able^belmg fond of dalKang^ Gruniit 
kuw.came and intemiptediine.iii/vthe^imddle of a 
miaueti ' Reiaily, madam,' - said he^^ ' it fieems as if 
youhad^beentfaittenibf atairaatula; doiyout&ot see 
the strangers, who are just avrnredV ' I stopped jm^. 
mediate^, and iookiiigiroiiad . me, saniayoung man - 
in a gray coat ^wliOi was. ^nknown/toi me. 'Go,* 
said he, * and) embrace, the prince royals for you see: 
him.b^ore yoo/ . My .wliole fraaie was agitated with; 
joy. * Obf . HoMrensi. my brother V cried I f * b«t I 
do not see him ^ sWhere is he ,1 For God^a . sake^ ' 
^ow him ito ' med' Gramko w. oonducted ^ m^ to him* . 
.is.T came : .nearer i recognised himv kiA, with diffie* 
cttltyi He waa grown prodigioQslyi fatter, and hi«i 
neek nuioh shocter $ hi» face also. was jpuoh changed^' 
and' waano longer- aa jliaadsome aa j t had b^e^ Ii 
fi^i upon his neok.^ I wa8:sao¥ei^Dme that J could 
only speak/ ini an ; uncortneoted manner ^ I- wept and: 
laughed like apersomoutof >her>8en8es«.. Alter jthe^? 
first emotions, were, subsided,. I wentajo^ Ihrew my#, 
aelf.at-the -feet'of.the. kingf^who aaid to-miS) aloud, 
m the presence :of my bnotherv'^ AfeyoJUiCanteiit wit^t 
me I You. see^hat i have; kept : my word with you,*/ 
I took my brother by tlm handy and>irapWea thi&r 
king to restore hisiaffialstionjto liinu. . Thifl.«cen«wa«: 
so touching that it drewitears^irom .alLpsssenf *- 

Previousl^i to .the xeleaae^of ■ Frederio, an oath( hadi 
been admimate^d to hitn; ati.Cuatrifi^ bv whioh^ hnj 
bound himteil to; pay to rhs9 .father the.obedience h»j 
owed hmiit no«tO(miduany/attenif^Al«SQapiog> no9i 
t»4alM>«iiy jottsnNr withouti hta^peimiasian s. to li^fit) 
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and; finally, ta raatry a&y prinGesft who sbofud be 

- dMtiiiif^ to him by his^ lufher. > When Fvedenc'sviii'* 
tibrm WftB restored to'kim, he was <^red a aw^d 

• mth • it, but refitted to .put itt on, wiyiiagf ** It is he 

- who'td^ my twcnrd away from me, who onghtto 
•^ restore itto me;** noViUkwuldhA'Wcer onetiU it-was 
'gjveri)h»ilby the king:.* ,' ' 

'fhe fiMes for the mahiMlge of^^iis sister being con- 
' duded, 'Frederic went* to his reffiment^ which was 
^ in^ gstrrtbpn'in the provinces ; and the -princess royal 
< and her husband departed' to Bar^ith, where shoitly 
^afterward she reoeived ietteifs from her bioiher, 
-eomplaidingof the Intention the king had pf marry- 
-<in|f him to'&e Princess* Klizabetb Christina of Bruns- 

• iWicK Wolfeninittel, who was the niece of the reign- 
ring^ emprees.f He writes?*^* Thds far my lot has 
-:b^ a' tolerably happy one: I hare lived quietly in 

my fstrrisimf: my? ftiite, ^ books, and a Mwanec- 

tioiiate^ friends have made my way ol-life there suffi- 

''ciently: s^^reeable. ' :They now-want to force me to 

' ' AbatHton all Ms, in oider to marry me.to the Princess 

• of 'Be^m^ iwhom I do*not<know : my consent has 
': been extorted, iwhieii, however, was Very painful to 

toie. iMust^me ailways be tyraimized. over^ wkhout 
"^ tODLf hope ef a change. : * Still, if my dear -sister were 
' only^re, I shoidd endure all with patience."^ ' Fred- 
-erichaddeterniiaednpOBthis marriage for his son, 

• lo ordef at once to pat anend to thequeen's pcojeets 
' for marrying him to an 'Bngish princess. 

Elizabeth Christea, only daughter of Ferdinand 
' Albort; duke <rf^ Bmoswick Wolfonbuttei^ who be- 

t KMUibetb Ghrittina, dMi|(liC6r«f Lewis BodolphiH Ddke of BrniM- 
Wiek Wotftnbmteliand wi(b of CburlM tbe Sixth, Emperor of Germany. 

t In ITSe, Wlieii Prederic'sitiarriage took plaee, tbe ftither of Elittbeth 
^rifltint wwMttl'Dvke of Bnintwick Beirem; telTSS he aneeeeded 
hie father-in-law Lewis Rodolphus In the duuby of Brumwick WolAn* 

bmte. 

HtKMm de ta Margraiii^vBariMili 
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6Ame tlie wife df Frederic tbe Great, was a phUoesB 
adorned with all the virtaes that most dignify humaB 
nature; reli^ous, benevolent, chantdfadey affection- 
ale, of the strictest and most irreproachahie conduct 
herself, yet indulgent and foi^giving for the faults of 
others. Her whc^e life was passed in fulfilling the 
circle of her duties, and, above aH, in striving with- 
out ceasing to act in the waV that she thought 
Would be most pleasing to her husband, whom she 
respected, admired, and even loved, in spite of his 
constant neglect of her. l^e: Pnncess of Bareith 
informs us that her education had been sadly ne- 
glected :* her mind was certainly by no means an 
enlarged one. Her person at the time of her mar- 
riage is thus described >—^' The princess royal is 
tali : her figure is not a light one« She carries her- 
self forward, which gives her an awkward air : her 
skin is most brillianfly white, and this whiteness is 
set off l^ a very fresli colour : her eyes are of a pale 
blue, and their expression does not betoken much 
cleverness: her mouth is small : all her features are 
delicate, without being really handsome ; and the 
ensemble of her face is so pretty and so . infantine, 
that one would think it belonged to a chUd of twelve 
years old. Her hair is of a light cojour, and curls 
naturally : but aJl her beauties are disfigured by her 
teeth, which are black and iil*arranged. She has 
no manner at sdl, and a good deal of difficulty in ex- 
pressing herself, and making herself understood; 
one is therefore obliged to divine what sho wishes 
to say, which is very embarrassing.^f 

The queen, who had always, on account of her 
English views, been inimical to the idea of the 
Brunswick marriage, as it approached, transferred 
her dislike to the person of the princess ; of which» 
as well as of her mind, she was accustomed to ex- 
press the most contemptuous opinions. The fol* 

*IMiMlrMdeUilltfgmv>d»BH«iUL . f Atf. 
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lowinff cottt^fftatioti, as related by liirPrisdesB of 
Bareithy mniy serve to give "an idea' of the mannsr 
in which thie royal family 4>{ BetHm regaided tiie 
prinicess who was atidat to lye «o nearly mllied to 
them, as well as of the style of eonvenoticHi ii^iieb 
W4s;permitted at ttmt cottrt:-- 

*^ The queen, aV Slipper, tamed the coirreraatioH 
to the future princess n>y al. * Yoar brother/ ^M 
^e to me, but'lookingf all the'ttnae towwida hiofi, *is 
in despair ^t marryifig^ her; and he* is not^wroiu^; 
she is an actual fobl, *and cati only answer whatever 
is said ib her by a Yes or* a No, ^oooMipanied by a 
silly laugh, which Ispa^Ad^^tohear:* •OhV said my 
sister Chadotte, *'your majesty is not yet awaie of 
all her merit. I was one mornings atlier > toilet, ami 
I thought that I aftiould have be«ti sufibeated by 1^ 
dreadful smell; I think she most liave utosrs about 
her persbuj for it eiiaem6t be natural to her. Ire^ 
marked also that she is defomied: her 'gown is 
stuffed OB' one sideband she has one hip hifhiBr Una 
the other.* I was muchastontshed atthisdiMourte* 
which was held in the "presence of^tiie domesHoi 
and in that of my brother. I pereeivodthat IM 
changed colour,^and Chfttit appeared^painftil tohimb 
He retired immediately after -supper, and 1 did the 
same. He came to «fee mea mom^t afteiward* 
I asked him whether he was satisfied with the kkig;! 
he replied, that his situati<m chan(ged'«vety minalef 
that at one time he was in (kve^, and at anotlier in 
disgrace ; but that his gre^t happiness "wes when be 
Was absent from court ; that hff then led a pleasant 
9nd tranquil life i^ith his regiment ; that his ^ttildies 
$nd his music thenibtmed his prineipid oeeupetions; 
that he had built a house, and made a dharminsr 9*r- 
den, where' he could read and walk. 

I begged hith to tell me if the poirtrtfit wliM the 
mzeen and my sister had made of the Princess of 
Brunswick was a trtie one. ^ We are aAone,^i«plisd 
he. 'and I have no concealments from you: I wiU 

Yoi.. L-^M 
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speak to y&at with stnoerity. The faeen, by her 
intrigues, is the sole source of our misfortunes. 
Scarcely were you gone before she recommencied 
her communications with England. £he wished to 
substitute for you my sister Charlotte, and to coo* 
trive her marriage with the Prince of Waleft. You 
may easily imagme that she used every effort for the 
success of her plan, and also to marry me to the 
Princess Emily. The king was informed of this 
design from its commencement, the Ramen (who is 
more^in favour with the oueen than ever) having be- 
trayed it to him. The king was much nettled at 
these fresh intrigues, which have caused many quar- 
rels between the queen and him. Seckendorff finally 
took part in the affiadr, and .counselled the king to 
make an end of all these plans by concluding niy mar- 
riage with the Princess of Brunswick. The aueea 
cannot console herself for .this reverse; nuid she 
vents her despair in abuse of that poor princess. She 
wanted me to refuse this marriage decidedly, and 
told me she should not mind my quarrellmg again 
with the. king, provided I would only show firmness, 
in which case she should be well able to support me. 
I would not follow her advice, and declared to her 
plainly that I did npt choose to incur the displeasure 
of my fattier, which had already caused me so much 
sufiering. With regard to the princess, I do not dis- 
like her as much as I pretend to do : I affect not to 
be able to bear her, in order to make the more merit 
of my obedience to the king. She is pretty, her com- 
plexion is of lilies and roseis, her features are deli- 
4ate, and her whole face is that of a beautiful person^ 
She has had no education, and dresses very ill ; but I 
flatter myself that when she is here vou wul have the 
goodness to assist in forming her. I recommend her 
to you, my dear sister, and I hope that you will take 
her under your protection.' It may easily be supposed 
Uuit my answer was such a one as he wished for.''* 

• llteoiiw d* lA MtfgnTt 4t Btnitii 
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On the iMi of Jnnet ITSU* FMerle was muted to 
the Princess of Brunswick ; but the marriage appears 
to have been never^cousinnmated, for which various 
rewons have been assigned : these partake too much 
of conjecture to be wOi& detailings but the foct, from 
whatever cituse {Mooeeding, seems pretty certain; 
thoUifh Elizabeth Christina hekvelf was m the habit 
of insinuating to those about her that she had once 
miscarried.* It appears from the Princess of Bareith's 
Memoirs that the queen, her mother, told her the 
marriage had not been consummated, and that this 
conversation happened a fuU year iafter. the marriage 
had taken plaeewf The circumstances of the separa- 
tion of the bride and bridegroom the first night after 
the marriage are generally thus related !-*^e cere* 
mony had taken |9ace at the castle of Salzdahlen, a 
country palace of the Duke of Brunswick, and the 

Soung coofAe had retired ; but hardly were they in bed 
sfore a cry of fire was raised in the house, upon 
hearing wmoh Frederic jumped up and left the nupr 
tial couch, to which he never retumed.% The account 
goes on to state that the alarm of fire waa a false one» 
and had been raised designedly b]^ some of Flrederic's 
friends, with the intention of giving him an opportu- 
nity of quitting his bride. 

After this adventure Frederic, during his whole 
life, saw hardly any things of his wife ; as it does not 
appear that ahe acoomimnied him to Kupin and 
Rheinsberg, where he resided principally during the 
latter part of his father's reign* After his accession to 
the throne, we are told, he only went to see her once 
a«year, on her burthday , which waa -also the only da^ 
in the year on Which, to do honour to her, he toolc 
off his boots, and appeared in stockings. ** He kept 
for this occasion,*' says Thiebault, ^ a pair of black 
stodtings, whidi, being not fastened up by gar* 

• TUttenU, SoQTenlrt de Vingt Aim de S^Jour 4 Bwttau 
t MtoMirN de la M vgniT* de Bweitlu 
f VtodsFMivtoa 



ters, flBBonllT tanff m fltesi iwriiikta: doWB his 
lairs."* 

The queen for the tnoetput'li^ hcr.qaiet little 
court at Berlhi ; eometimeeelee at Ghari(^tenbtti|ft 
but so completely eeimrated waeahe froralier huabaia 
that from the time she beeaniequeeB she was never 
once at Potsdam ; nor did'she everfdminglier whole 
life eee thene w or the old ptdaoe of SanSiSouei* Thie 
entire ne^eotof her natuiallyJed the world to siipt 
pose that Fredsrio disliked hiswife; but Mt estrange* 
ment from her wonldappcar rather to have proceeded 
f^pm an okgeotion to the socdety of the sex in general 
than fiom any want of personal regardftowonda her^ 
self. On the contrary* on more than, one occasion 
he appears to have elu»wn moeh nnxiety for her wtA^ 
fare; more particularly during an illness of her^ 
when an. issne^ which had remained open for. sevecid 
j^ears in one of her le^ suddenly closedin.aa ^aim^ 
mg mannen Fredenc* at Potsdam, being made ac^ 
quainted with this cnoumstanoei immediately sent t 
chasseur to the Doctor Musselius with the following 
note, written.wilh his own hand i^^** 8ir» Ileam witS 
extreme grief thai her majesty the queen is ill, and 
that her illness is liable to become serious, and even 
dangerous, unless immediate remediesare applied te 
iU l recommend you, in consequence,, to see her 
without delay, and to unite with yourself the tw# 
other ph3i«ician8 of Berlin in whose talenta and 
fcnowlBd|e you have the most confidence, m order 
to.adimmster to her all the assiatance yatat, art ia 
master o& Remember, above all, thaiit iaqnestion 
here of the person ^e most neoessary to the states 
to the poos, and to me^'^t This rsspectaUe piinceea 
survived her husbsnd many years, and died at e»* 
teenie'Olda(|e» 

The mamage of SVederie wasioUowedby aeveni 
filtes, which appear to have been as tedious as they 

•TklataBlt,80aT«iindeyinftAiiide0iJoqr4BwUi. t AM 
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were fatigmrigf. The following one, described by tbe 
Princess of Bareitb, was perhaps the most disastrousy 
and certainly the most singular of aH :— 
~ ** The next day there was a great promenade. We 
were all in phaetons, dressed out m our best. All 
the nobility followed in carriages, of which there 
were eighty-five. The king, in a berline, led the pro 
cession: he had ordered oeforehand the round we 
were to take, and ve^ soon fell asleep. There came 
on a tremendous storm of wind and rain, in spite pf 
which we continued pur iHt>ces8ion at a foot*s pace. 
It may easily be imagined what a state we were in, 
wei' were as wet as if we had been in the river ; our 
liair hung about our ears, and our gowns and head- 
dresses were destroyed. We got out at last, after 
three hours* rain, at Monbnou, wh^re there was to 
be a great illumination and bsill. I never saw any 
thing so comical as all these ladies, looking like so 
many Xantipp^ and with their dresses sticking to 
their persofis** We could not even dry ourselves, 
and were obliged to remain all the, evening in our 
wet clothefr*?* 

* MiiMlrM de la HargrtTv de BaraiUu 
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CHAPTER VIL 

IMiite^ Mumut otUPivoA AnnaenMtc at tbfai tksfr-Hls Improre- 
Bwou at Rheiiwberi^— fie rccdvoi pecuniary iUMistance fhnii 8eck> 
endorff; also nron Rnmia and the Dnka of Caoitaiid-rPfvderte^ 
L«tiei« to ftokni^'nia King attached by Ayqpleay* bul . rMoveii»— 
ilealb oTtliB Kiof of Poland-»Fiedenc William in penen asaicrts tha 
£mperor with Io,6o0 meto— Camj^^t* under Prince Eaf ene— Ptaoa 
oonetnded in 173fr~*Tbe Ktait retiuaa Boias ill m^leadH-^Freileiia 
ma ID iMettHi <ad Kanifabart-Hia EmpiagriMitt of IMa Time at 

Upon the occasion of bis marriage the king gave 
to Frederic the county of Rupin, whither he went 
ahnost immediately to reside. Atfirst his abode was 
the town of Kupin, but shortly afterward the king 
bought for him a country-house at Rhetnaberg, a tiS 
laffe a few miles fVom Rupin. Here Frederic estab* 
lished himself with his friends, and continued t» 
reside, except when called away by duties, during 
the remainder of his (a;ther*s life. Ampng his amuse- 
ments during the years he spent at Rheinsberg one 
of the principal was the embellishment of the places 
When he first came to it he found it in a dreadful 
atate of neglect and dilapidation ; nor was the pros- 
pect of improvement cheering, for the soil on all sidea 
consisted of that barren sand which forms so large 
a part of the territories of Brandenburgh. With 
much expense and trouble soil was brought, and 
beautiful gardens were formed ; while the house, 
which at Frederic's arrival showed no appearance of 
taste or comfort, was rebuilt upon a classical model. 
When finished it bore upon its pediment the following 
words: — ^'^Frederico tranquillitatem colenti;*** an 
inscription which excited Uie highest displeasure in 

♦VladaFndwialL 
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aeter.of hit wm, iniiigui#d Ihul he saw in his tefiatfd 
habita and Uterar)r tastes the aigoB ol sal Motsnt aad 
iiHpriQ«s.raigA» which iTQi^ 6 thewm of the wti- 
ficial pQtwer of the house of Fnisats^ ^ Whe& i am 
dead." said he, '^yon will aee Bterliii foil of nadnen 
•aid ^ree-tiH]ihera» and the sort of people who walk 
nboHt the streefai aneh aa nqr nothef and gnind- 
inolher*lafsed.^' 

To walh about the strsets wae» it shoukl be ndi* 
tidned, a heinona crime in the eyes of Fredeno Wil* 
liaoit aa proviog 9, dlapoaition to idleneaa in the penon 
so ofiending^k If he. met a woman in the atreeta he 
vaa aeouatomed to abnae her for her idleneaa, and 
to order her home to take care ef^her family; if a 

Srieaty he caned him t if anybody elae, of whatever 
e^ee,^ for the moat pari had them taken up, and 
placed aa private aoldien in one of hia regimenta* 
In conaequence, whenever hia approach waa diacov- 
ered the whole population fed before hini, and hid 
Ihemaelvea wherever they were Me.\ 

The very moderatcc allowanee of money allotted 
by Frederic William to his aoa'a ainifMrt would not, 
9m inay be auppoaed, have, sufficed for the improve- 
meaia of Rhemabergr* or even for the necesaary ex- 

Sanaea of hia eatabliahBKnt: fautitappeara that he 
ad other aoureea of income. As early aa^the year 
1733 we find him, through the intervention of 8eck- 
endoWF, reeeivn^ anma of money from the Empreaa 
of Germany, who, beine a |»ineeaa of the houae of 
Brunawiiok, and aunt m the wife of Frederic, was 
probably for those reaaona made uae of as the diaa- 
nel of commumoation between Fradeiic and the em- 
{taror. Thia apparanUy waa the ftrat aaoney he had 
received from foreign courta. The Priaeeaa of Ba^ 
leith . iiKforma ua that one day her brother aaid to her^ 
^ * Seekeodorff aometiiaea sends me monsy^of which 

* Henrtatta •rOnnfe-NMMii. 
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I have gmt need. I haf e alreedf Uikeii neasnres 
that he should also procure some for you*' Mygal^ 
kont anired yesteraaT,^and I will divide their eon* 
tents with you.' In &ct, he brought roe next day a 
tiiousand crownst assurmg me that he Wonld after- 
ward send me stili more. I made considerable diffi- 
culties in aeoepttng them, not willing to be a burthen 
to him. He anrugged his shoulders, and said to me, 
*Take them boldl^r, for the empress sends me as 
mueh mcmey as I wish ; and I assure you that by this 
means I get rid of the demon of poverty as soon as I 
find him approaching me.*—* The empress, th«»,' re- 
plied I. *is a'better exorcist than other priests f<«* 
* Yes,- replied he ; * and I promise you that she will 
send away your demon as well as mine.* *** 

SubsequentlV we find that Frederic frequently re- 
ceived sums of money, under the name of loans. From 
the Empress Anne ot Russia aikl her favourite, Biren 
]>uke or 0>ttrHmd. Upon this subject there are con- 
siderable details in the correspondence of Frederic 
with Suhm. Suhm had been for sc^me yesurs minister 
plenipotentiary at Berlin from Augustus the Second, 
King 4>f Poland; during which time he gained the 
frie^ship of Frederic. He afterward filled theeame 
office at the court of St. Petersburg, and was then em- 
ployed by Ftred«ric as his agent in procuring for him 
the loans he had occasion for. Suhm appears to have 
been a man of an amiablo disposition, some talents, 
and eonsiderable cultivation ^ and entirely devoted to 
Frederic. He died almost immediately after Fred- 
eric's accessimi to the throne, just as he was pre- 
paring to attach himself entirely to his serFice. 

In the correspondence, before mentioned, between 
Frederic and Suhm, the loans of money firom Biren 
to the ianket are firequently alluded to under the 
Dttnes of books. Thus Frederic writes, on the JM 
4rf Jamiary, 1737 ^—^ You do not content youraelf 
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with iMiiurum&il to me^ in oiiittiftr oC pMloeopliy** 
(this aUodes to hi^ tr^nsbUoQ of Wc^), ** you wish 
to lie equally so m Uaio^. The. l^ft^ qJ Prime* 
Bmg0rte^ wluph is. both a useful snd proper work 
for young mea of n^y age» will giye me much plea- 
sure. ' As yoohttve so undly chaiged yourself with 
sending me this boolE, I shall fe;^^ i)0. trouble my« 
self, not even with respect, to the binding,, which I 
am sure yon will also take caxci of-; as well as of 
having it well packed up, in onier tliat the wet may 
not; get to the books and the prints* which would be 
anoiled by it t should much wish, my dear J>mi- 
siwnef, to be aide in my turn to furnish a well-chosen 
library for you,, who Iboipw how to make such an 
excellent use of it.*^* Here, ai^ will be perceived* 
The Life of frnu^ Eugene is the sum of money* 
hioifheme was a familiiW name ipFen by Frederic t<^ 
$iihrof We shall see ,whf)n we» come to treat of the 
society at. Rheinsberg, tha^ he was fond of giving 
elassical and poetical names to his friends. The. 
loans from Russia did not arrive so rapidly a^ the 
necessities of Frederic reqiUred; ^r we find nim 
again* on the 93d of March, 1:737, alluding to the 
same subject : ^ I am at the end. of, my reading, and 
am waiting with great impatience for Thf Life cf 
JMnce Ef^fene* Some one, the other day, sum- 
moned me to give him an. extract fprom it ; I excused 
myself as weU as I could, upon the ground that the 
original was not yet in lay hands ; which gave rise 
to arcane very Uke that in the *< Joueur,** where 
Monsieur Galonaer and Madam Adami oame to pagr 
him a visit.** 

In an<Hher letter, withoiit date, ho says, *< Since 
you are go<>d enough to be my agent in Russia, haivo 
the kindness to. send me the new edilaon they are 
printing there of The Lifts i^Pmc^ Eugeme: it will 

* Oonrwpondanee flunlUeie at amieale d« Fraderte a« Boi da PnuMt 

naa U. P. da Siihti. 

t Twv ataxMian Ui Uia « Joaaw:^'' by BflfDMd 
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be the slioiidst way, and the best amngement, for 
eending^ it ; aAd the agreement with the bookseller is 
more sure and more to my advantagB than that with 
the Vienna hookseiiers^yttho print dow)y» and give no 
credit to those who si:^cribe; and who, in short, 
donotsvitme. I am asked for twelve copies of 
this book. Those who have commanded them per* 
secote me daify to get them, as if I had a printmg* 
press in my house, and coula satisfy them when I 
{leased. In short, eleven or twelve persoiis are 9& 
mad after The Life of Prince Eufene^ that they aro 
determined to have it at any pnce. Judge of my 
situation : I vow niVself to all the saints ; and, in* 
deed, without you 1 should be in a very bad way. 
Make, then, I tieseech you, your agreement with the 
bookseller; t give yon a full power for it: my in* 
terests cannot be ]dacedin better hands than yonrs.*^ 

In this letter, as will be immediatel)r perceived, 
allusion is made to the money transactions he had 
before had with the court of Vienna. The tweih^ 
eooies mesne twelve thousand crowns; and Uiose 
who bad commanded them are his creditors. At 
length Suhm writes thus on the 38th of May, 1737: 
— *^I have received with an inexpressible Joy the 
adorable mark of year recoBection, which your royal 
highness has been good enough to give me in your 
meious letter. No. 4« I waited to answer it tiU the 
departure of a courier, being anxioas to send by the 
same occasion the enclosed Memoirs ^fj^ Acmdemy^ 
ta three vokuneSf hound ik PAngloiee. This, sir, till I 
can send you the other work, the bringing' out of 
which I hasten as much as possible." 

The thre^ volames of the memoirs are three thou- 
sand crowns ; which, from the well-known habit of 
England to subsidise a)l other nations, are not in« 
apti^ described as bound in the English manner. II 
appears, from the.mention of the other work, that a 

* CoifwpondaiMe tenUien M UBiMie «e FMnle a, Bol «e 
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•icond. sum was to follow. A great many aUusiom 
of the same kind with those already quoted oocor in 
the correspondence : in some instances those parts 
of the letters which refer to the loans are written in 
cipher and sometimes in German ; and are alway9 
accompaniedy on the part of Frederic, with thanks 
to the Duke of Courland for his kindness. 

In 1738, it appears that it was suggested to Frede- 
ric to. receive money direct from the empress, in 
consequence of the alleged poverty of her favourite* 
Suhm writes thus on the 21st of March in that year ,: 
•^*« You will receive a packet in May. It will prob- 
ably be the same sum as last year, as I have not 
been able to prescribe any change. You may judge 
how much the duke is anxious to be useful to you, 
since he makes a great effort for it, having himself 
the tremendous debts of his predecessors* to pay. 
It is true that he has a great resource* It is there 
without , doubt that you must think of drawing for 
tho future. $A« is entirely well disposed to it. She 
loves and esteems you truly, and will have great 
pleasure in rendering you service ; persuaded as she 
IS, that people who uunk alike, and whose ideas are 
iioble, may assist one another without its causing 
any incpnvenience.^^f 

The resource of Biren was the empress, to whom 
these paragraphs refer. It appears that there had 
.been some scruple on the part of Frederic of ask- 
ing, and on that of the empress of offering assist- 
.ance, lest the obligation thus incurred to a foreign 
power should compromise the duties of the former 
to his own country. The middle term, of a loan, 
from Biren had been therefore resorted to; and we 
find from the conclusion of the correspondence with 
Suhm, that one of the first cares of Frederic, when 
he succeeded his father, was the repayment of the 

* The Dnkea of Cooiland. 
. tOBfiMWB4u«|taiUtoMtl«arii^ 
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maim of ttioii^y he had thus borrowed. 8b thit 
thus f^r these traneaetioHs bore entirely the appear- 
ance of an dccommodatfon between two piit^tii 
individuab. ' 

Frederic's answer to the letter of 8fdini,.JiMt 
quoted, shows the continnanee of his re^gnance to 
place himself ondejr any obligation to the emprese: 
— -^' Your letter occasioned me so mnch embarrass- 
ment, that I have taken some thhe to answer it. I 
oannot bring myself to agree to the proposition^ yoa 
make ine. The idea of beggittg for money is dia- 
metrically opposite to my views. If I could* h«ve 
remained on the same footing with the dtike, I should 
have been glad of it ; hot thedifference is very great. 
I can be under an obligation to a duke ; but to an 
empress! only reflect on the consfequences !** In 
tiie following year, however, his necessities and tin 
poverty of Biren seem to have driven htm to consent 
lo the propositions of the Russian court. 

One cannot help doubting whether the poverty of 
Bireh was not a subterfuge ; — for Who ever heard 
<^ the favourite of a Russian czarina limited in the 
article of money 1— It is also very possible that the 
empress, in sfMfe of the delicacy and unwiffing^esa 
which Suhm says she felt of offering money to 
FrederiQy was not unwilling to compel the heir-ap- 
parent of the throne of Prussia to solicit pecuniary 
assistance from her; and thus to hold him in colli- 
plete dependence on the court of Petersburg. 

In December, 1739, we find him writing thus to 
fMan :-^** I will write to the empress as soon as you 
wiQ send me the model of the letter, with the titles. 

5 must have twenty-four thousand crowns a-year. 
f you can succeed m this, you may take two thos- 
sand of them for yourself each year. I hope tife 
ngreement will be eoncludedbythemonth of April."* 
It is probable this agreement was never put into 
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fotce, in conseqnence of the deAth of Rredisric VtiU 
liam; butthat Frederic had humiliated himself silf*^ 
ficiently to consent to it there c|in he no doubt 

A fancy, in orthography, of Fredericks, which first 
appears in his correspondence with Suhm, may b^ 
worth mentioning on account of its singnlarity* 
in one of his letters to that correspondent, in tm 
year 1737, he signs Federic instead of Frederic; a 
habit he continued during the remainder of his life. 
The reason of this peculiar spelling it is impossible 
ifiow to discover ; but it is probable that a greater 
supposed harmony in the sound may have led to it. 
It is well known] also, that Voltaire, whose acquaint- 
ance Frederic had made in the preceding year, wns 
much addicted to such affectations in writing him- 
self;^ and he^may, therefore, very possibly haye 
given the^idea of this one to Frederic. 

Early in the year 1733 Frederic WiHiam had afl 
attack of an apoplectic kind, from which, in a cer« 
tain degree however, he soon recovered ; though his 
health was by no means so strong as. it had pre- 
viously been. " T*he king was much changed in the 
face,*' observes his daughter, " and his body always! 
swelled at night. One afternoon, while he was 
asleep, and we all sitting round him, he had a fit. 
As he always snored excessively, we did not at first 
perceive it. I was the first to remark that his facd 
became black and swelled. 1 immediately gave a 
scream, and pointed it out to the queen : she pushed 
tfim several times to wake him, but without effects 
I ran for assistance. We cut open his neckcloth^ 
and threw water on his face ; and by degrees he 
came to himself again.^* It ia curious to observe, 
both in this instance, as well as in that of the apo- 
plectic fit, before related, which happened to Georgcf 
ihe First at Beriin, that bleeding under any ibn» 
dbes not appear to have been resorted to, or eteo 
ttMNight of. 

Vol. L— N 



14(1 tiFB or FRBDBUC II* [178i«- 

The kind of life which at this time Frederic Wik 
liam oUiged all about him to submit to is really^ 
worth our attention, from the perfection of tedious* 
Oess, enlivened only by the king's occasional bursts 
of passion, to which it had arrived ; and the degree 
of actual suffering which all who came within its 
cit€le were obliged to endure. '*The dinner was at 
midday : this repast was bad of its kind, and so in- 
sufficient that no one had enough to assuage their 
hunger. A buffoon, placed opposite to the king, re*- 
peated to him the news of the gazettes, on which he 
made political reflections, as ridiculous as they were 
tedious. On leaving the table, the king went to 
sleep in an armchair, placed by the side of the fire ; 
the rest were all around hkn, listening to his snoring. 
His sleep lasted ti}l three o'clock, when he mounted 
liis horse. At six he returned from his ride, and 
employed himself in painting, or rather daubing, tin 
seven, after which he smoked. During this time th 
-queen played at tocadille. The supper took place 
at eight o'clock in her apartments : it always lasted . 
tiU midnight', and the conversation was like the ser- 
mons of certain preachers, which are considered in- 
iallible remedies against want of sleep."* 

£ariy in this year died Augustus the Second, King 
of Poland, whose excesses had early ruined an iron 
constitution. At the time of his (ieath, he was oc- 
cupied in the vast and impracticable project of ren- 
dering the crown of Poland hereditary in his family. 
%n furtherance of this purpose he had requested tne 
King of^Prussia to send his minister Grumkow to 
confer with him at Warsaw, who accordingly met 
him there, «* The King of Poland wanted to dis- 
cover the designs of Grumkow, and the latter those 
of the king. They made one another drunk recip- 
rocally in thi^ intention, which caused the death of 
Augustus, and to Grumkow an illness from whicb 

« Kteotaw d« la MuirtTc de BmUh. 
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be never entiiely recovered.*** The death of Aogue- 
tos occasioned a war, which by degrees extended 
itself to the whole of Europe. Stanislaus Lieczinski 
again attemptedt supported by .his son-in-law Lewis 
the Fifteenth, to establish himself on the throne of 
Poland, tp which he was elected by the unanimous 
vote of the diet. On the other hand, a few palatines 
in the interest of Saxony withdrew from the diet, 
and asseniblixig themselves in an inn in the village 
of Praga, on the other side of the Vistula, elected 
the son of their late sovereign ; whose rights were 
immediatelv supported by all the power of the Em- 
peror of Germany and of the Empress of Russia* 
The envois of france endeavoured to persuade the 
Kmg of Prussia to send an armed force into Po* 
lish Prussia, and to take possession of it till tlm 
re-establishment of peace. But that prudent prince, 
who saw very well that if he once entered into the 
war, he might soon be drawn into it much farther 
than he intended, resolutely adhered to the system 
of neutrality he had at first laid down to himself; 
nqlr was it till the following year, and then very 
much against his own wishes,- that he was com- 
pelled, as it were, to take a part in the contest. 
. The French having violated the territory of the 
empire, by seizing upon the fortress of ICehl, the 
emperor took advantage of this to oblige the princes 
of the empire to declare in. his favour. Among the 
rest, he summoned the King of Prussia to assist him 
with the troops he was bound to furnish, according 
to the treaty of 1728^ Frederic Wjlliam endeavoured 
to excuse himself, but without success, and was 
finally obliged to send ten thousand men to the 
Rhine, who served during the war under Prince 
Eugene of Savoy, the emperor's ^neralissimo. 
Frederic William, accompamed by his eldest son^ 
soon foUowed his troops, for he found it impossible 

* Mteoiiw poor wrrir i THittoIre de 1« Mataon d« Bmidtboiiif. 
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to Uve^ separated from them; and he viaa idao wiiip* 
ing to tskke this opportonity of middti|f his son ap* 
^uainted with tike realities tfi war; his luKntledfft 
of it thus far having been eoipfined to renews a^d 
maiKEUvres. The Freiich army, under the coaa* 
mand of the Marshal Duke of Berwick, laid siege to 
Phyipsbourg; while Prinee Eugene encamped his 
army at a Tillage called Wiesentfaal, within canoouo 
shot of the French' lines. But^ eays Frederic, there 
wa9 here ''only the shadow of the great .E^ogenet 
he had survived himself ; and he feared 46 expose his 
reputation, so s<^Hlly established, to the hazard 0f 
an eighteenthbattle. A bold young man would have 
attacked the French intrenchments, which were 
hardly marked out when the ai^my arrived at Wie» 
senthaL The French troops were plaoed so new 
Philipsbourg, that th^r cavaky had not. space to put 
itself in order between the town and Uie cwnp, with^ 
out suffering much from pur cannonade* It had but 
one bridse of communication upon thb Rhine ; andt 
in case their intrenchments had been tidcen, all the 
French army,, which had no retreat, must infallibly 
have perished : but the destiny of empires orderei it 
otherwise. The ^ench took Philipsbourg in the 
very sight of Prince Eugene, without anybody's 
•opposing them;*** 

It appears that the King of Prussia endeavoured 
to persuade Prince Eugene to ^ve battle to th« 
French, in order to succour Philipsbourg ; but the 
latter refused, upon the ground that if he was beat» 
the whole of Germany would be laid open to the 

* M^ineires pour aerrtr A PHi8l«i|v de la Maimn de B^«iael)oi|ig.vT. 
In one of bis eoovenatioiis with the Prince de Lifne, Frederic zacnML 
In part at least, the ftolta oommitted by Prinee Eugene in this bis jaal 
carapaign, to the erU coiin«ala be received. ** When the aabal wbicli* 
during ftuty years, Prinea Saoene bad always bad affdnit him in bis 
army, wished to injure him, they took adranugv of tBe moment when 
bin mind, which was in tolerably good order In 4ha morning, bad beaa 
weakened by the fhtiguea of the day : it was thus that they made him 
undertake his li^udieious march toMay^cf.*— LettreseC Pens^du 
Bfambil PHoce da iigsa. 
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enemy* I^robably at an earlier period of his life, he 
would have won the battle at once, without stopping 
to consider what would be the effect of losing it* 

Though bat little was done this campaign, an op^^ 
portunity occurred of exhibiting that courageous* 
coolness ini the hour ,of danger which was part of 
the nature of Frederic, ana which first became 
known upon the present occasion. He had gone to 
reconnoitre the lines of Philipsbourg, followed by a 
considerable number of other persons : passing, in 
his return, through a wood tnat could be seen 
tbroughy the cannon of the lines accompanied him 
without ceasing, and shattered several trees close to 
him; without occasioning his horse to hasten his 

Eace, and without causing the hand that held the 
ridle to exhibit the slightest nervousness. On thQ 
pontrar^, those wha were around him remarked, that 
he contmued to talk with unruffled tranquillity to the 
generals who accompanied him ; and who admired 
his courage in the midst of a danger with which he 
had not yet had an opportunity of ^ing familiarized.t 
The Prussian auxiliary troops continued with the 
imperial army during the campaign of 1735, ** which 
was passed, like that of the preceding year, in eas- 
ing and drinking;**^ At the end of it peace W9^ con* 
duded between the emperor and Erance ; and the 
Prussian troops returned home, . Frederic William, 
on leaving the army, had gone to his territory of 
Cleves, where his dropsical syn^ptoms increased^so 
much upon him, that he was for some time unable to 
move ; and was at length brought to Berlin, with 
much difficulty, and in a very precarious condition. 
He suffered great pain. At length his legs, which 
had been long <hreadfully swelled, burst ; he was 
obliged to keep them in buckete, which received the 

• MAnMlrMd«UilIargr«v« dtBaralCb. 
t CorrMpondaneo ftauHera el amkale de Frtderto OL, Btl de 
AipeeU. F. da Sttlun. 
1 If^mojni d« la Wtrgnra da BarelilL 
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water tlral flowed Crom them^' A $<Mrt of sweBing*^ 
which he had in one pf his! legs, gave the aurgeoo* 
an idea that there was an abscess formi^ilg there, and ' 
the^r jresolved to make an j^isiqn into it. The ope-* 
ration was long and l[>ainf|il, and was horne by the 
king with heroic firmness ; who insisied upon having 
a looking-glass placed before him, in-order that h^ 
might the better see what the surgeons were doing* 
It was thought at this time that the king could nc^ 
live four-and'twentj hours; but the event proved 
otherwise, for he recoyered^ though not to the de^ 
gree of heal^ and strength that he had previously 
possessed.* 

It was during the course of this illness that b 
scene took place between Frederic William and ono 
of his valets-de-ehaoibre, which w|ts very character* 
istic of the violenice of temper of the former, and at 
the same time of his devout feelings. One evenings 
when he was too unwell to read his usual devotions 
himself, the valet-de-chambre was employed to read 
them to him* ,The pray^ ended with these words* 
^ Que Dieu te kenwe r The servant, not thinking it 
respectful to tutoyer a king, changed the expres8ion» 
and read ^ Que Dieu vous ieniese r Immediately the 
pious monarch 1)ecaiKie exasperated, and, flinging 
sfi^ething at the reader's head, cried out, *' It is nol 
80 ; reaid it over again.'' The poor man, in his Mght, 
could not cooeeive what he had done wrong, and 
read again, '* Que Dieu vouf benisse /" Upon this 
the kii^s anger redoubled, and, having nothing else 
near him, he took off his own night-cap, and threw 
it in the man's face, cr3ring out, ** It is not so; reacK 
it over a^^." The servant, more dead than alive^ 
repeated again, i^ a low supplicating tone, ^ Qu$ ' 
Jhtu »otf» lenme /?'—»* Te hemsse^ rogue," continued 
the king; ^Uehenisse. Do you not know, rogue, that 
in the eyes of God I am (Huy a miserable raacal like 
y«Hrselff*t 

*KtaMiireideU(llii|nmd0B^reKk fVledtFkvderi-sII. 



fVederie left'fhe army On the Ehtne shortly after 
Ms latlier; and <m his jretum to BMrtinirais seotty 
him io Sttetttn, with the Prince of Anhalt, in order 
to in^ct tiie fortifications lAf that town. From 
thence he went to Konigsberjf, to pay a visit to the 
vnfortanaito Staaishms Leezmslut who fa9d tahea 
joebage there ; after harin|^ been a second time driven 
by the araxy of ihe Russians from the throne of Po- 
land, and having defendeilDaiitaEic most heroically, 
hut in ^ain« for above six months. IVederic con- 
tinued some weeks with hun, and contracted a iriend- 
ship with him winch continued till the d^atii of Stan* 
isLaus. He was, after this expedition, pennitted to 
return to Rheiu^rg, where he continued to reside 
Ibr the most part tUl he succeeded to the throne i 
only leaving i|t, when .obhged, in order to visit his' 
Ihtner, for the marriages of his sisters, to attend re* 
views, &C.* Dtiring his stay liere he employed him* 
self much in ccdtivating his mind, and improving his 
literary tastes. Many of his works, both in poetry 
and prose, vrere composed at Rhetnsberg. Of these 
more wHi be sM, after some account has been first 
g^ven of his way of life ; of the friends he coUeeted 
round him ; and ef his correspondence' with differ- 
ent literary characters. 

During the whole time of his stay at Rheinsberg 
Frederic was accustomed to devote his niornings to 
study and composition. At that time it was umVer- 
rally thought by those who surrounded him, that 
when he became sovereign, his character would be 
only distinguished by amiability in society, by aban- 
donment to pleasure, and by a love of show and 
magnificence. Yet those who came the nearest to 
his person ought to have judged otherwise of him,' 
from thissingidar and striking circumstance ; namely, 
that the prince never left his apartment, not received 

any one in it before midday : it was kno wUf ho weveri 

• 
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that he rose very early. How did he then occupy 
himself when alone durmg six or seven consecutiye 
hours ? This was what his attendants could not di«~ 
▼ine^ and he nerer made any. confidences upon the 
subjedt. It was discovered afterward, that it was 
these hours that he devoted, witnout interruption, to 
his studies, and to his correspondencle with RoUin, 
D*Argens, Voltaire, WoUT, and so many others. No 
one at the time imagined this.* 

It was at Rheinsberg that he first contracted the 
habit of early rising, in order to have more time for 
his various occupations. He writes thus to Suhm, 
in 1730 : " Having not been quite well lately^ my sur- 
geon has advised me to take more exercise than I 
have hitherto done, which has obliged me to mount 
my horse, and to take a trot and a gSiXop every mom* 
kig. But, in order not to be obliged on that account 
to change my ordinary way of life, I get up earlier, 
in order to regain on the one hand wnat I lose on the 
other.*'! He now usually rose between ^\e and six 
o'clock : subsequently, when he came to the throne^ 
and had more to do, he Hxi^ four o'clock as his hour 
of rising. Upon one occasion, while he was with 
the army oh the Rhine, he, together with several of 
his companions, formed the impossible project of ex- 
isting entirely without sleep, that they might thus live 
double the time of other men. For four days and 
four nights they contended successfully against the 
approaches of slumber, assisted by strong coffee 
taken in great abundance. At the end of that time, 
however, entire exhaustion came upon them, and 
obliged them to give up the contest. 

After the morning studies of Frederic, at Rheins- 
berg, the rest of the day was devoted to society, to 
music, and amusements of various klndsc The best 
idea of his way of life, as well as some knowledge 

* niiebanlt, Soarenlra de Vingt Ans de Sijonri Berlin, 
t GomspoDdance ikodUereeCainicate d« Fraderie U., Boide FroM^ 
«v«e 0. F. de SiiIiid. 
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of tbase wbo' were hifl ccnvpwoiiB in ily uriU te 
gamed by a releseiice to some of kia owa lettera. <Itt 
Au^t, 1736, he writes to Snbm :-^*'I am about to 
feUxe into my beloved aoUtude, where I ahall give 
^mi coarse to my studies. Wollf, as yoa may be* 
beve, will keep his pla<^ id them ; the Sieur RoUin 
will have his hours ; and the rest will be ooBseccated 
to the gods of traaqoillity and of repose. A certaia 
poet, of whom you have probAUy heard, and per«» 
aaps read some of his woixs, Gresset, is coming to 
see me ; and with him theAtM Jondaa, Keyseriiag^ 
Fojwijiet, and the M^jor Stille* Bv what fatality, my 
dear Diaphanes, are we separateo,; ajid Why eannol 
we, together at Rheinsbeig^ see qut days. pass kan* 
^illy in the midst of truth ^nd lm«9cenee.^ 

Again, in October of the same year, he writes f^ 
*<1 think that you will noi be sorry if I say a few 
words to you respecting our lural amusements; foc^ 
with parsons who are dear to us, we love. to enter 
even mto the smallest details* We have divided oar 
occupations into two classics, of which the firstcQn»» 
sists of what is useful, and the second of what. is 
agreejable. I reckon in the list of the usefuls, the 
&dy of philosophy, history, and languages; the 
agreeables are music, the tragedies and comedies 
which we represent, the masquerades and the pres* 
ents which we give. The serious occupations, how* 
ever, have always the prerogative of going before the 
others ; and I think I can say, thai we make a rea* 
scmable use of our pleasures, only indulging in them 
ta relieve the mind* and to prevent morosenessi and 
too much . philosophic gravity, which isa^t.not to 
yield a smils even to the graces.** Andagam, ^ W> 
pass our time here as smoothly and as agr<ieably as 
possible. Our company is ver^r pleasant, and our 
hours are w^ divided and occupied.**! 

* OortMpon^bBM flanUtaiv ot mlcite de IMttte IL,Uol te PniMi 
■fM U. F. de SQlm 
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' In the following year lie describes himself as en* 
Joying, in his retreat, much tranquillity and l^appi* 
ness, and as looking with unfeigned contempt i^q 
the agitations of the rest of the world. ** I set off 
on the 26th to rctuin to toy dear garden at Rupin. I 
bum with impatience to see again my vineyaras, my 
cherries, and mv ' melons ; ahd there^ tranquil and 
free from all useless cares, I shall live really for my* 
selfi ' I become every day more avaricious of my' 
time, of which I render an account to myself, and 
never lose any of it without itiuch regret. My mind 
is now wholly turned towards philosophy: that study 
renders me wonderful services, whicn are repaid by 
me with affection. I find myself happy because I 
am much more tranquil than formerly ; my soul is 
much less agitated with violent and tumultuous emo- 
tions. I suppress the first impulses of my passions, 
and do not proceed to act upon them till after 
having well considered the question before me.**—* 
" I am returned from Gleves, and am now a peace- 
able inhabitant of Remusberg,* applying myself to 
study, and reading almost from morning tiU night. 
With regard to the news of the world, you will l^m 
them better through the gazetteers than through' 
me. They contain the history of the madness and 
folly of the great, the wars of some, the ouarrels of 
others, and the childish amusements of all. These 
news are as little worthy the attention of a man of 
sense as the quarrels of rats and mice would bei" 

Upon another occasion he dwells with much com* 
placency upon his continual and uninterrupted 
studies ; and, as the fruit of them, despatches to his 
correspondent an ode addressed to the Deity. ^ Dur* 
ing the four months that I have been here, I have 
never ceased studying. I consider it a duty to em* 
ploy my time well, and to derive as much benefit 
from it as I am able. As I wish to communicate 

* ▲ nme gtveaby FMerte to BheaiflNif, 
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to you some of my amusements, I venture to send 
you an ode, of which the subject bias been no smaH 
assistance to me in composing it. Once more, my 
dear Diaphanes/ excuse my follies, and regard this 
pde with some indulgence : it is not to extort youi 
approbation, but to give you an account of my amuse- 
knents, that I send it to you."* 

From these extracts we may judge of the delight 
of Frederic at finding himself at hberty, in his re* 
treat, to fpUow his own pursuits v a delight which 
of course was increased from the contrast of the 
misery and slavery he underwent whenever he was 
obliged to be in attendance upon his father. Freder 
ric William did not, however, always leave his son 
in peace at Rheinsberg : frequent were his threats 
of dispersing the joyous society assembled there, 
whom he called a set of French coxcombs ; but his 
anger was always diverted by the good discipline of 
Frederic's regiment, who, in the midst of his plea^ 
sures and his studies, had the good sense never to 
forget the duties of a corporal, and thus warded off 
every storm which impended over him from the vio- 
lent temper of his father. 

We are told that, upon one occasion, Frederic Wil- 
liam determined to surprise his son, and to see with 
his own eyes how he passed his time. For this 
purpose he set off one morning very early from Pots- 
dam, without having given notice of his journey, and 
W^nt straight to Rupin, where the prince's regiment 
wais quartered, intending to go from thence to Rheitis* 
berg, which is in the neighbourhood^ to dinner; ex- 
pecting to find and to surprise his son at the latter 
place. On arriving, by times at Rupin, he' found 
Frederic there, exercising his regiment. His aston- 
ishment and pleasure at this were equal ; and it is 
said that from this moment he began to entertain 

* QwKcpondenoe flmiUlare et amieais de Fndtite IL, Bol ^ 
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a mora hrtmtMe opinioii of his son.* It is snp* 
posed that Fred^fic had been Bi^retlyiiifonned very 
early in the morning of hm father's iBtention, and 
had taken his measures in consequence. 

Upon susother oceasion Fredenc William appears 
to have been agiain displeased with his sen* but to 

tave been appeased by means of the same kind* 
"rederic writes thios to* Snhm ^— •• There have been 
latterly some fresh auarrels ; the whole proceeding 
from a jealousy which Bredowf has against Wolden* 
l^he first fbunu means to insinuate to the king that 
I was a man without religion i that ManteufTel and 
ypu had contributed much to corrupt me $ and that 
Wolden'was a madman, who acted the buffoon to our 
society, ^nd was my favourite. You kix>w that the 
accusation of irreligion is the last refuge of calum- 
niators, and that, that once asserted, nothing more 
need be said. The%ing took fire ; but I remained 
tranquil and silent. Mv regiment did wonders ; and 
the manual exercise, a nttle flour sprinkled upon the 
heads of the soldiers, men above six feet high, and 
agood many recruits, have proved arguments stronger 
than those of my calumniators. AU is ouiet at pres- 
et, and no more is said of religion, of Wolden, of 
my persecutors, nor of mv regiment^**:!. It is to be 
feared, however, that the charge of irrehgion brought 
by Frederic William against his seo and his conv- 
panions was but too well foundted. 

* ThielMialt, SoiiT«iiirt.d« Vhift Am d« SAJov A BerfiQ. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

ChaiMton of tbB Companions of Fraderler-Knraeriing— Jordan— ]Eim* 
Msdorf— Major Still«— La Motte ^oaquet— virita of Frederic WU- 
liam to RheiDsberg— Fraderie institaieaa Sooiety called **The Frienda 
Of Trath"— Manteaffal and Wolff— Society of ** The Knigbta of Bay* 
ard'^:— Correspondence of Frederic with celebrated Authors— Accoont 
of his earlT Writings— He Itooompanies his Father to CleTes and tlio 
Hague— He beoooies a Fneowaoii— Fredeiio WUliam'a last lUmi 
mmT Death— His FuneraL 

It may here be proper to give some account of the 
associates of Frederic at tlus period of his life, as 
far as any can be collected from the memoirs and 
letters of the time. The pupcipal of them were 
Kevserling, Jordan, ChasotT Knobelsdorf, Major 
StiUe, and Fouquet The character ol Keyserling* 
has been before given, and it may, therefore, perhaps 
be only necessary here to add, that he contmued to 
enjoy the intimate friendship of Frederic till his 
death, which happened in 1746, upon which occasion 
Frederic consecrated a poem, full of the most affec- 
tionate expressions, to his memory.* 

Jordan was descended from one of the many French 
families settled at Berlin, studied theology at Geneva, 
and returned to his native country to take orders. 
He became the curate of a village near Rheinsberg, 
and this led to the first ^quaintance between him and 
Frederic ; an acquaintance which soon ripened into 
friendship. On his accession to the throne, Frede- 
ric persuaded Jordan to abandon the ecclesiastical 
profession; in return for which he made him his 
librarian and a privy counsellor, both of which situa- 
tions he enjoyed till his death, in 1745. Frederic 
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also asked him what sum, by way of pensiou, would 
make him perfectl^r comfortable and leave him 
nothing further to vrish for. Jordan had the mode- 
ration ^ to name two thousand francs a year (about 
80/. sterling), which was given him, and he never 
again ask^ for any favour.* Jordan appears to 
have been a man of amiable disposition, g^eat learn- 
ing, and con$iders^le talents. He, was the a^uthor 
of several works both in Latin and Fienehy wMcfa 
am now forgotten. He loved, almost adored, his 
royal master, yet never flattered 14m ;r and was ao- 
custom^ to give him hisadvice freely upon all stA- 
jects, which the king always took in good part. In 
return, Frederic placed the most unbounaed confi- 
dence in him, ana entertained the greatest respect 
for his opinion. The friendship of Frederic with 
Jordan, upon the terms of equality which belonged 
rather to two private isdividuais than to a sovereign 
and his subject^ and which, in spite of this sin^lav 
circumstance, was never clouded by the slightest 
coldness^ was never abused by the one, nor repressed 
by the other, is one of the most honourable circum- 
stances in the life of Frederic.^—" It is not the king, 
that I love in him,** said Jordan, sometimes ; "if ia 
the man. If I considened the dignity and the power 
of the kinff, I should only seek to keep myself at a 
distance from him : but the qualities that are per- 
sonal to hhn^ both of the heart and the head^it is 
those whidi attach me to him for life, without re- 
serve anil without fear.'*t Frederic repaid these 
real and sincere feelings or attachment by the most 
tender and devoted attention to him during his last 
illness, which was one of great length, and suffering ; 
and continued to show his affection for him by s<£- 
sequent acts of kindness tp his family. During the 
decline of J(^rdan*s health, Frederic used* when at 
Berlin, to come every day to p^ss at least an hour 

• TkiMmmmrmim^yim nm^m f m i ■wte^ inn. 
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Ib hi8<ohand)6r$ wbe&^e alvwyB desimd i9 be left 
Alone wifb Ids firiend, saying to thoae wjbo attended 
hilii, <* Do noit -be afraid of leaving v» alone together : 
I will attend upon idm, and derve him with an^ thing 
'he wants^ it will hfi exactly the same as if ypu 
iwafited on hioi yonrai^iiies.'' 

That Jordan, like the rest of the friends 'Of Frede- 
lic, was defieient m leligiouafeeliags^ and even gave 
into &e prevatent halnt in the aodety of Potsdavi, 
of turning serious subjects into ndicttla* there oao* 
WB fear, he no doubt: bat it is pleaaiag to fin^ that 
during his iast illneas his ideas 'upon this subject 
imderwent a change which he had the manUness to 
avow to the king. In April, 1745, he writes, ^ My 
complaint increases so nrach, that I no longer even 
hope to veoorvier from it. ^ 1 led stvongly, in the 
situation in which I at present ind mys3l, tbe ae* 
cessity of an enAigfatened retigioo, an»uig from con« 
iviction. Without that, we are the beings upon the 
earth ths most lo be pitied. Your majesty will, 
a^r my^eath, do me the justiee to testify* that if 
I have condMited superstition wiith vehemenoe,! have 
always supported liie intereflltsof the ChrlstiKaji reli* 
gktti, though differing liom the ideas of some theo* 
logians. As it is only possibla when in danger to 
discover the neeeasity of boraveflryik 80 no one 4»an 
really have the consoling advantai^ oi j?eligion eK- 
(Oept througli sufferings*'** 

Chasot was a native of Normandy : in 1734 ke 
«erved as an officer in^ihe Franfih amy on the 
Bhine, and (there made acfpiaintaaee -^tth Fdrededcy 
who, though under )he ovders odf Pnnce Eugene, iMid 
weceived permission to ittsped the tfoops of Ike 
enemy. Fredenc auheequentiy persuaded C^uusot to 
alnaidon ithe aervioe of his natm country* and to es- 
tablish hknscilf with' him »t itheinsberg. Alter his 
■ceessioa to the throne^ Chasot MIowed his, waater 

>*iaia«M poMlninMiJto Frataipit 
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to the field, and dtetinguished himself upon many 
occasions, particularly at the battle of Hohenfried- 
bei^. Frederic afterward procured for him the mili- 
tary government of Lubeck. Chasot appears to have 
been a man of considerable talents ; but our accounts 
of him and of his character are very meager and un- 
satisfactory. 

Knobelsdorf, who also formed one of the habitual 
society of Rheinsberg, was distinguished as a mu- 
sician and an architect. In the latter capacity, for 
which his genius alone without the aid of education 
had fitted him, he designed the fine opera-house sit 
Berlin, which Frederic built at the commencement 
of his Teign ; as well as some others of the public 
buildings of that city. Stille and La Motte Fouquet 
were both miUtary men, and jBubsequently rose to 
eminence in the armies of Frederic. 

On these friends and associates Frederic was in 
the habit of conferring appellations, which either ap- 
peared to him more classical or more appropriate 
than their real ones. This fancy he probably took 
from the literati of Germany and HoUand, who, as 
is well known, have been at all times very fond of 
these changes of name. Thus, in writing to Suhmy 
Frederic almost always addresses him as Diaphanes: 
Keyserling is called Casarian; Jordan is latinized 
into /(9r</anu^; and even Rheinsberg is changed into 
Remusherg. At a later period in his life, he meta- 
morphosed the Colonel Guichard into Quintus IdUus* 

With these friends, and occasionally a few others, 
Frederic passjed his time. Frederic William also not 
unfrequently visited his son at Rheinsberg, and de- 
lighted much' in partaking of his good dinners and 
excellent wine. Of the pleasures of good living he 
was at all' times susceptible, whenever they could 
be indulged in at the cost of others. Frederic was 
occasionally, also, troubled with other unwelcome 
visiters ; as appears from the following letter to Suhm, 
written in 1736 »—*^ Tantalus never suffered so much 
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while sta&di^g «n tbe nv^ the waters of which he 
ecuild not drinlE^ ji, wheByhe/riiig veoemdyrowipeid^" 
ets of ike trsmalatiQii of Wolff, I wee iwaMe lo jead 
them. AU the accidentetel all Uke bores in the wodd 
were, 1 1;hink> ^igreed . to pre¥eat ne. A joumev^ 
PbtsdaiUr daiijr reFiews, and the arrival of mybromr, 
incompanywjththeSi^eDeflaokeaiidDeJRittb«g, 

have heen hiy impediaients^ Iisa^e my horror, 
my dear Diaphanes, at seeing the amval of this cara^ 
van, without'iny hacviqg in &e least expected .theia. 
They weigh upon toy shouUere like a tremendous 
huroen, and never quit my side; in order, I believe, 
to make me wkh myself at t)aie deviL A conversa- 
tion about heights and measuvee aaad feist ie soon ex- 
hausted ; andi when this is fti^ished, I see myself d 
,sec9 like Botleau, ms^ hords iu LecL What eoidd 1 
do next I I bethought myseU^ and it seemed to me 
•a very good idea to £ake them into my gairden, the 
whole M which I had had Ulaminated* as well as the 
temple. I also had «ome &rewoidk:s tjbem, and in 
#ther respects entertained thorn as well as I was 
Able. As they are persons who think much moure 
of their physical than of itheur imooral existencer*-<Ne, 
io speak more intelligiblyj as tfiey know more of 
jtheir stomachs than their minds»l4mtertained them 
with a chiqpter of the philosophy of Daval,* 'who 
perlbrmed wonders.*t 

At this period he joined with the Count MantenM 
in farming a sooietv called ^ The Friends of Truth,'' 
whose professed ofaiect was lo idefend and .Bupport 
the principles of Wolifa phflosophy, whldi, as weU 
as (their author, had incurred the seveveat displeaenre 
of Frederic William. The €oiut Mantenffel was a 
manof eanaiderable taJentsiandinatrttcliioni bvhirth 
a Saxen, he had iheea at lone ttkoment iiwt misfi^ter 
of Ai|gn«tuBlihBflfoon4»Kflng^P9(daiKL in vr^dk 

* Frederic's eoak. 
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situation he was succeeded by Count. Bruhl. He 
afterward retired to the court of the Prince of Prus- 
sia^ where he passed some years, and finally died at 
Leipsic. Christian Wolff was bom at Breslau, and 
early distinguished himself by his philosophical and 
mathematical acquirements,in consequence of which 
he obtained the post of professor of mathematics in 
the university of Halle; and was by the King of 
Prussia made a privy counsellor. In the midst of 
this prosperity hc^ raised a storm against himself by 
delivering a Lifttin oration in favour of the morality 
of the Chinese ; which was supposed by the theolo* 
gians of Halle to reflect on their own. This took 
place in 1721, and from that moment a persecution 
commenced against Wolff, which ended in an order 
from Frederic William, in November, 1723, denounc- 
ing the punishment of death against him unless he 
quitted tne Prussian states within twenty-four hours.* 

The theologians had got possession of the king's 
ear, who at their request appointed a commission to 
decide upon the merits of the case ; and the result 
of their report was the order which has just been 
mentioned. Whether the judgment was an equitable 
one or not must have been entirely the effect of 
chance, as Frederic WiUiam appointed two general 
officers as his commissioners, 'who certainly were 
entirely guiltless of any knowledge of theology or 
metaphysics. 

The young Frederic, on the other hand, espoused 
the cause of Wolff with great warmth, entered into a 
correspondence with him, and formed, in<;onjunction 
with Manteuffel, the society of " Friends of Truth," 
for the dissemination of his philosophical principles* 
At his reqiiest also his friend Suhm translated into 
French the metaphysical works of Wolff. Subse- 

auently his persuasions induced the kin^ to reverse 
lie sentence against Wolff, and to offer mm the vice- 
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chancellorship of the cmiversity of Halle ; but the 
philosopher, taog^ht by experience, refused to trust 
nimself again in the dominions of a prince who made 
his generals judges of philosophy and theology. He 
did nol^ in consequence, return till the accession of 
Frederic to the throne, when he wa&made vice-chan- 
cellor, and subsequently chancellor of Halle. Fred- 
eric William had only been dead a few days when 
Frederic wrote with his own hand to Reinbech, his 
resident at the- court of the Landgrave of Hesse- 
Cassel, in whose territories Wolff was then residing: 
— ** I entreat you to give all the attention possible to 
the affair of Wolff. A man who seeks after an4 
cherishes truth deserves to be honoured in all human 
societies ; and if you can persuade Wolff to return 
to us, I shall consider this success as a conquest you 
have gained in the empire of truth."* Wolff was the 
author of sixty separate treatises, in Latin and Ger- 
man, on metaphysical and mathematical subjects, 
and was undoubtedly a philosopher (yt considerable 
eminence ; though he has been often accused^ and 
with justice, of dh)wning the trujh h^ attempte d to_ 
establish in a deluge of words, '^f / - ' *•** 

Among^ the other amusements of Frediiric at 
Rheinsberg was the institution of a soofety, who 
called themselves ^ Knights of Bayard,*' and whose 
principal occupation was the elucidation of the art 
of war and of tactics, and the study of.the campaigns 
and operations of the most celebrated ancient and 
modern heroes. It was in the capacity of a knight 
of this order that Frederic composed his"^* Reflections 
on the Method of making War against the Austrians,** 
and his ** Considerations on the Military Qualities of 
Charles the Twelfth.** He sent both these works to 
^ General La Motte Fouquet, who was grand mas* 
ter of the order. The order of the knights of Bayard 
was composed of twelve knights, who each at their 

** llweUiigi BeMhnlbiinf seiiwr BfliMB oiwb Kyriti 
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seee^ikm diote a fttrticuhmaiiiey under which thejr 
riviere knawn m the registers of the oxder : — such as 
**^e Chaste," "tjie Sober," ^*the Constant-**— the 
latter was the -appellation of Frederic* The hadgd 
was a ewQrd placed ^poa a crown of laurel* I'^ith the 
«Lotto round it, *' WUhout fear and nvithout ja^roach.^ 
Jttdgiaf £noni the numerous letters of JFrederic^ 
'Written wkile he was prince royal, which hiave-conie 
idown to us, a consideorable jMnt o£ bis time mustjhava 
heen occupied in his correspondence with men cf 
Jeaniing, science^ and talent. Among ihose who 
-were thus honou|[«d mm be mentioned Wolff, Refill, 
iG'Gravesande, Fontenelle, Maupertuis, D^Ai;gens, Al* 
fgarotti, and Voltaire. A ffreat portion of the lettocs 
ffm both ^des were .filled with flatteries, which, j^ 
fact, meant nothing. Frederic was, ho wever,€harm- 
•ed with the ^oompliments paid him hv auch eminent 
literary characters; and they, on the other hand* 
i^ould never say «noui^ to exj^s^s their gratitude JGoar 
inc^sise bestowed Inr a royal hig^iness. m one of his 
Aetters to Voltaire Frederic carries his adulation to 
ihat author so far as to ei^iress his profane belief 
** that there can be in nature but one God and one 
Voltaire." Nor is this the ^nly instanoe of profane- 
diess which oocucs m the «arly letters of Frederic lo 
Voltaire, ft is painftd to (obson/ie some passages oi 
ftlfee most antiohrisiliian tendency scattered through 
|iheoeit--i)cuafol on aocowit of the wnter of them ; 
Jbr, buried as they are in a long and tedious corres* 
f»ndence, they are quite annocent of .the power o$ 
^oiQg hami to others. 

*lSevef al of the worlcs-of Frederic^ both in prose and 
verae, were written in.fais ivotr^at of Bheinsberg. Of 
(the fenner* the pi!inc^>al «ne is 1^ " AndrMachia- 
vdi," ia laboured jrefiitation ^ **H» Prince" of Ma- 
c^avdl. It^sontains some good writing and many 
ttdniiiadi^ sentiments, tot never iias, and probat]i& 
never will be much read. It was corrected by Vof> 
teire as it iadxanc£4 who also .undertook to get it 
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mdtlished in Holland^ without the name of the author 
His ^ Considerations on the Character of Charles, the 
Twelfth** were al/so written at this period ; and the 
** Considerations on the present Political State of 
Europe** bear the date of 1736. Of his poetry, the 
first in point of time appears to have been an " Ode 
t6 Glory,** which bears the date of 1734. There is 
also a copy of Terses composed during Frederic's 
eampaign on the Rhine in the same year. Several 
of his epistles, odes, and other pieces of poetry were 
also eyidently written before the year 1740, but the 
exact time of their composition is not Jcnown. Upon 
the whole, it would appear that his styles both in 
prose and poetry, at this period, was considerably 
inferior to that which he afterward attained to, when . 
he had profited by the lessons and corrections of Vol- 
taire, and had obtained a more accurate and exten« 
give knowledge of the powers of the French tongue. 
The fondness of Freaeric for composition in this 
language is certainly singular, as it is, evident that 
he never felt himself perfectly at home in it, or as a 
man does in his native tongue. Yet he certainly 
enjoyed nothing so much as writing French poetry ; 
it was his amusement, and even his repose^ when his 
time was most occupied and his mind the most har- 
assed. '* Making verses,** said he one day to Thie- 
bault, *^ is my greatest pleasure ; it is a real enjoy- 
ment, and a perfect relaxation; — other studies, in 
comparison of this, are only labours.*** 

In 1736 Frederic accompanied his father in a jour- 
ney to Cleves, from whence they went on to visit 
the Prince of Orange at Loo, near the Hague. A.t 
the latter place they met the Count de la lippe, who 
was a zealous freemason. One day at dinner, the 
conversation turning^ upon freemasons, Frederic Wil- 
liam abused them as a society of atheists. The 
count defended them with warmth; and his defence 
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fiMMte flo iDHck impresflSon tmTredetit: Qtat «8 soon 
SB dianer was over he too^ <he count dslde, and re- 
qaested him to assist hint in becoming one. It was 
Accordingly «nnmged that he should be received at 
Bnuiswidc, where thej were to stop in their way 
home : a secret meeting was accordmglj convened 
ihere for the purpose, cmd FVederic was admitted a 
freemason. 

Though thus %ecorae one of the fraternity, Fred* 
eric was not peculiarly fovourable to the freemasons 
during hiiB reign ; indeed, he appears rather to have 
discouraged them. Very eoon after his father^ death 
,he presicfod it a meeting of them, and in the quality 
of grand isaster received as freemasons his brother 
the Priaee WiSltam, the Margrave of Schwedt, and 
the Duke df Holsteia : after diis he does not appear 
to have taken any further interest in theproceeoings 
i>f the society. 

In the sumfdcr of the following year Frederic 
again took a journey wHh his father, and together 
they visited Prussia. The kiog^s mode of travelling 
does not appear to have been an agreeable one, if we 
may judge oy a letter from Fre&ric to Jordan, in 
which he says, ** We have now been traveQing near 
three weeks. The heat jis as great as if we were 
riding astride upon a ray of the sun ; and the dust it 
like a dense olou4, whach renders us invia^le to the 
eyes of idbe liystanders ; in addition to this, wetravd 
like the angdls, without sleep, and almost without 
food. Ju^^e theiK what my eonditim) most be,'* dzc* 
During ^s jduruiey he also wrote a letter to Vol- 
taire, giving -an account of the benefUs conferred by 
the paternal govetonment of Fk«deric WtUiam upon 
the proTiDceof Prossian liithnai^ wfrieh it is but 
Justice to its eharaoker of tShtft prince, who certainly 
>had no virtoes to epare, to quote ; and which besidea 
Is ou«ionB» as exeniptifying the veiy i^gular dito* 
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and his f(imilyy-^)etween bis eonduct as a kkig^ and 
his eonduct «s a fothov It i»dated fioiii lasieriMianb 
87t% Ji^Y 1739. 

••Mf dear Fiien^ /Vxx-Vl Vl 
**We areac Icngith ani^edvaiteir three weeks' trar^ 
eUbig*, in a conat^ winch I consider as the non plus 
uHra of the civ^ized worlds it is a province httle 
known in Envope, but which deserves to be more so,^ 
Horn the citcumstance o€ its having been really sC 
creatioR q4 the king: niy fatiier. Prussiaii LUhuania 
is a duchy) fidl tfirty Gennan leagnes long» and' 
twenty broad, though It grows nanrower on 131e side 
of Siamogitf 8« This province was ravaged by the 
ptague at the commencement of the present centurvy 
and more than tbiee hundced tfaonsand of the inhab- 
hismts' perished of the disease andtof wretchedness* 
The coart, igncnnmit of the onsfortunes of the people, 
neg^k^eied to afford aanlietance: to a rich and feitiie 
province, fiiU «rf kMbitanits,. md frnitfnl in all kinds' 
oi prodactSons. The dia(»fder carried off the people, 
and the knds remained oacuitivated and full of 
w«eds« Evtem fbt animals were not exenipt fronif 
this puMlc and universal cakttity» in a word, the 
mo9t flooriflMng of our provinces was changed into 
the most Miseriu^oCsoiitudes. MeanwhiJeFredjerie 
the First died, and wi1& liifn was buried adl his false 
gnmdeury whieh consisted onhr in a vain magnifi^ 
cenee, and in Itie pompoin display of frivolons eere«* 
moniesw My lather, who succeeded himr compas-' 
sionated the general misery. He visited the spot, 
and saw wi4^ his own eyes liiis vast country laid 
waste, and all the dreadful traces which a contagious 
raalia<^, a famine, and the sordid avarice of a venal 
adminisfration teaii^ behindthiein. Twelve or fifteen 
towns depofwlatedrand f^emrorflve hundred vilkma: 
uninhabited, presented themselves to his view. Far 
fipombemg discouraged by sueh a said apeetadethia 
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compassion only became the more Ihrely from it ; 
and he resolved to restore population, plenty, and 
commerce to this land, which had even lost the ap« 

gearance of an inhabited country. Since this time 
e has spared no expenses for" the furtherance of his 
salutary intentions. He first established wise regu- 
lations and laws; he rebuilt whatever had been al-> 
lowed to go to ruij:^ in consequence of the plague ; 
he brought and established there thousands of fami* 
lies from the different countries of Europe*- The 
lands became again productive and the country again 
populous; commerce reftourished; and at present 
abundance rei]^s in this fertile country more than 
ever. There are now half a million of Inhabitants 
in Lithuania; there are more towns than formerly; 
more flocks;— and more riches and fertility than in 
any other part of Germany. And all that I have 
been relating to you is due to the king alone, who 
not only gave the orders, but himself presided at 
their execution. He both^ conceived the designs and 
executed them; and spared neither care, nor trouble, 
nor vast treasures, nor promises, nor recompenses, 
in order to assure the comfort and the existence of 
half a million of rational beings, who owe to him 
alone their hai)piness and their establishment There 
is something, in my mind, so heroic in the generous 
and laborious manner in which the king has devoted 
himself to the restoring to this deserted country its 
population, fertility, and happiness, that I think yott 
wiU see his conduct in the same light as I do, when you 
are made acquainted with the circumstances of if* 

The career of Frederic William was now drawing 
to a close : his constant attacks of gout had reduced 
him almost to the state of a cripple ; and in the be« 
ling of 1740 he was- further afiSicted with such 

sided symptoms of dropsy 98 left no hopes of lus 

floiflfloieiic MIX Otanct potOtOMt de Fndtrk U 
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tli^ king fl^w laj^idlv y ^akei; a^d worse ; and os. 
the ^6th oitiu^t iDpn^hef (eU into ^ teth^^«.whic$ 

Uated ao l^^pgft^t hift atteifi^y**^*-^'^yi^^*^'^ hirn t^i 




lovired. by h^,Xmni nf frW<49 9JQ4 ^ttjetudan^A imme- 
AkBlely ^etj^ff^)i:LBot3d$MiV preps^i^^d to take upon 
himself tTTftjrg^^ yf gnvprijimfint « aod bis. attendants 

alre^r ^njoYUig iivajpAcipation th(^ i^ieh. rewards of 
tteir faithfitf servic^Si^ What thai) ^iKas the disap-. 
poiatiment of ~a;irpS|^ea» when on, their arrival they 
fiiund the king stUl al^o., Shortly after the depart-, 
are of the expr«ss CDrRheinaberffhe had reoovei^ 
fcom his« let^i^^;, and the Qiat objeqt that pre-, 
a^nted itsein^Tme eyes of Frederic waenhe entered, 
the palace was his. father already dressed i^ hjfi: m- 
formy though it wa3 theA o^Y ^onx. o'clock ip. tho 
morning, and placed in his -chairt ip which he w^ailv 
skQcustomed to be rolled about his apartment., Fred* 
^ic at first thought^ the m essei^ ger had only been, 
sienjt to deceive him;; ^sfejcialQjrSsEe fouQd the king^ 
t^ing and ffpfltri'fating with, aft much ^oergy a% 
ever; put this did noli coi^inue ^wg^f On seeing, 
itud Baron de^ Poellnil^ appiFQach hi^n, the k^n,^ saioi 
to him, '* My friend, it. i^. all over ; I am gomg tp. 
leave you.'' He th^n orderec^ Iwn^etf to oft taken 
ipisQ the Queen's rooiBi who ways 9tm in IMi^ '* G»K 
1^" said ae to. her; '^ 1 ^have not U^?^ to Uve^: tel; 
wi at least have the satisfaction of. dying in yom^ 
^ms."! Th^ exercise he. had takem di4 bim nfy. 
id; g^ the coii^trary, it only increased hk ^ 
istipn,, a^d) WAS followed by another and a^liw^r 

Qahis^re^oi^ery fiOQa^ f^s^ he sent for an eoclesi^ 
?«ttfti whck ]Kaye4 vit)i htfw, lo? soo^e^tMo^ a»d 

• TU^taolt, Sowwln dtTIOft Am da 8Mmr A Bwtta. 
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advised him to ezaminQ his eonscience aind to repenc 
of his sills. He seems not to have spared the King 
in the examination he made him go^ through ; bu^ 
very properly, to have brought fonvard in detail all 
the points upon which Frederic William had the 
most cause for self-reproach. Thus, he requested 
his majesty to recollect vrhether he had not been at 
times hasty, violent, and severe,; whether he had 
not ill-treated, without cause, his children and his 
attendants and servants ; whether he had not been 
too ready to think and believe the worst, and thus 
to punish wrongfully those who were innocent; 
whether his acts of severity had not proceeded 
rather from passion and harshness than from a love 
of justice; and whether, under the pretext of the 
jrencral good, he had not rendered miserable many 
mdividuals, over whom he had really no authority. 
To all these accusations the king pleaded guilty 
with much humility, but at the conclusion of each 
confession he always added, ** However, I have 
never been unfaithful to my wife, and I trust that 
God, on account of that, will pardon me the fest.*' 
The priest endeavoured to convince him that it Was 
not upon his own merits that he should rely for ac* 
ceptance ; and that, above all, he^ could have no 
chance of it without a sincere and lively repentance.* 
Ota the 99th he dictated his will and a paper ad- 
dressed to his eldest son, explaining exactly how he 
wished to be buried. During the greater part of the 
30th he remained in a state of lethargy, in which he 
stiU was when the officei^ of the day came to receive 
the watchword for the garrison at Potsdam. His 
attendants sent the officer to the prince royal, who, 
however, did not dare to give it. The king recov- 
ered his senses at seven'^o^clock in the evening, and 
then gave the word, which was his last act of sove* 
reignty. 

* TUMMralt, fiontvutn d« llBgt Am d« MJ6qr A Biittk 
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EaAy in the monung of the 31st^ Frederic WiUiamy 
perceiviDd^ his end approaching, took leave of his 
younger 'Children, but retained about him the queen 
and Frederic, and summoned to his bedside his min- 
isters and all the generals and colonels of regiments 
then at Potsdam^ After having thanked them for 
their past services, and having exhorted them to con- 
tinue towards the prince royal that fidelity which 
they had shown to him, he went through the cere- 
mony of his abdication,' and delivered over all his 
authority to his son; to whom he made a touching 
exhortation on the duties of princes toiirards their 
subjects, and recommended to him to take care of 
the army, and above all of the generals and officers 
who were present. Turning then to the Prince of 
Anhalt, he said to him, ** You are the oldest of my 
generals, and I therefore think it right to give you 
my best horse." At the same time he ordered that 
it should* be sent to the, prince; and seeing him 
affected, *' This is the lot of men," said he to him ; 
^ they must aU pay the de1;>t of nature."* Fearing, 
however, lest liis own firmness should be shaken 1^ 
the tears and lamentations of those present, he 
ordered them to retire. He then desired that all his 
servants should appear ih a new livery he had had 
made for them, and that his regiment should put on 
thei'' new uniforms. 

Cochins, one of his chaplains, now asked him 
whether he was prepared for death. ^I have de- 
tached my heart," replied the king to him, ** from 
all the objects that were dear to me; — from my 
wifev my children, my army, my kingdom, and the 
whole world." '* Then," said the ecclesiastic, ''you 
are truly happy; it is a proof that you love God 
more than any thing. "t Shortly after this the king 
fainted firom exhaustion ; but was brouffht to him- 
self again with some difficulty. He then looked 

• Ittmoirw deU Mwgnta de Baidtlu t Vie de FredHrto IL 
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iMHld fu«s «M «M(!^ ^ iftemnm 46 thefilr tiew 
ivories, b^ 'ci'KJd oiH, "VtfhHy df vAMitliefli! afl te 

if his (ftud Wftd At l^alidv The flky^dim havinf 
«n«>Mi^ti^ him ^tm he ItMisftin Mf «id hoar to liv^ 

1^6ir, iftMekl, todl^ ^iHlifh HMI^h t^lmi^; I 
^ll ttiak^ ^ ViUcmiyiis fzifb M dyfiftgr*^ ffe agabi 
^ked the iMAe <[{a«8^ti of the phyiici^ws^ wHd 
l^liied th^t a qasi^tik'ot tm hcnir 'w^te ali^dy t^nn^ 
ftnd lliAt hill bule^ be^ 1^ ihflv "^fBd raach the 
beHer^^ tiMd h^i ""I ehaR the Sooner tetam tA 
Bothiftg.*^ H« fekpined abdM Mdda^.t At fimt 
hii» atteMaiiiH a^d V^derie Hirett oliitoitidH Whether 
Hw^^ot ^otiie^ ielhtfilrgy; but the evideae^s of 
di^oktieh be<^aihe ^bon no af^ent-that iio fiirtheilr 
dbabt dobM be eiite^ta£g^ Upoh the subject 

"the fie# k{!%, hieivi^ ^ndueted his mother b^tit 
td heir ai^lrtMeBt and ^sisitied in icdiitfortiMg he^ 
tod having; iij^ived the ^aths ^ aU^ianci^ fW>ik) the 
garriaoii of Po^sdimh t>i^cee^Aea to Berlin. To th^ 
Barc^ did P0€iMlt he eokifid^d tiie otdeHug of er&rf 
mngfb^ the Iht^Hnei^t of Ms father»-Mi trast vrhiA 
Should natataHy hate honoi^ed and flattered thu 
bers^ to Whom it w^ giveii ; but Fredidric managed 
b exf»r0M himaelf Ih a Way so litlle «^eeable td 
the feelinffs of the baron, that the latti^r HieVer eithi^ 
fori^ol or forgatfe lU •« I give to you," said he, •* the 
ehaif^ ^{ direettng the obsequiea of yxmr ft^rmer 
master. No one to more eapable of doing it Well 
than yoatself. Y6u wyi observe that it Is my in^ 
lention that erety thing ah<dUM be dohe nobly and 
in a dljrniffed manned; ithek«^^ let nothing bg 
Spared that la necessbfy fbr the pomp usual on anch 
dccasioha. Go . td th^ thideshnen and order as much 
biack ^lodi ^ aa yoto waht^ imd iet w» hare the 
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bills afterward to pay them.'' The baron.upon this 
went out to execute his comniission; but frederic 
followed him to the head of the stairs, anid called 
out after him, *' Remember, there must be no cheat* 
ingf^^ho swindling contrivances : I give you notice 
beforehand, that if there are I will not psurdon 
them!" These last were the words which th^ 
baron, very naturally, never could digest.* 

The funeral was conducted exactly according to 
the orders of Frederic William, expressed in the 
paper before mentioned; and which is iiu itself so 
strange a docunient, and so characteristic of its 
author, that it must not be omitted;. With it shall 
be concluded the history of Frederic William. 

** My dear Son, ' 

''This is an instruction which I leave to you 
respecting the manner in which I wish my body to 
be treated when the Almighty shall take me from 
this world. 

'' 1st. As soon as I ^ni dead my body must be 
washed, a white shirt must be placed upon it, and it 
must be afterward stretched out upon a wooden 
table ; then they must shave me aiid wash me, and 
cover me with a «heet. Let them leave me for four 
hours in this state. ^ 

" 2dly. Affer this my body must be opened, in 
presence of Lieutenant-General de Buddenbrock, 
the Colonel Derschau, the Lieutenant-Colonel £n« 
siedel, the Major Bredow, the Captains Prinzen and 
Hake, the Lieutenant Winterfi^ld, all the physicians 
and surgeons of the regiments in the town, and my 
valet-de-chambre. ITiey will exaniine with care 
into the malady which has caused mv death, and 
into the state of all the parts of my body. I ex« 
pressly forbid, any part of it to be removed. Care 
will only be taken to remove, as much as possible* 

* Tbtebfluilt, BouTonin de Vingt Aim de Mjonr i Berlin. 

P2 
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the water and the othe^ litiniOTirs; after whicli it 
^tdU be washed Vtenr carefully ; then they will dress 
tee in kny best clothes with all iiiy decorations; 
tiien I am to be placed in niy coftn, which is to b0 
p\^\n ; and thu^ I shall be left all night. 

^ddiy. 1 desiire that thete be ^ven to tile toldieirs 
5f my tegiment hew tmiibrms, new hats, and theiir 
whole dress tfew. Hie Captain Laiige, and the 
bther officers bf the supernumeraries, as well as six 
hubalterna of the third battalion, aiid all the super* 
humeraries, lihall this day. have the guard of the 
tbwn. 'the next day my regiment will be assemi* 
bled, and the battalidtiis Will be fbrmed : the first 
battalion Win form hi front ef the palace ; the right 
wing will be on the side of the rirer, at the spot 
where the wall commences; the second battahon 
Will be next to it; ahd the third behind the Second. 
Let all be in Complete order,.and let each grenadieir 
have three ca)rtHciges» Inhere must be crape placed 
about the colours, and the drums will be ornamentea 
with black clothk "fhe fifbd and the hautboys will 
fflso have crkpe about them. ISverv oMcer will 
have a jpiece of cifape on his hat, rouna his arm, and 
6n the hilt Of his sword. 

''^thly. The funeral car, which WiU be takeil 
from the stables at Berlin, will be placed towards 
the gteen staircastit with the heads of the horses 
turned towards the riveh Eight captains of mf 
tegiment Will carry me to the iUnetal car ; after that 
they will retuifn each oile to his division. Thes<j 
same eight captains will also take me out of th^ 
fimeral car, and cariy me into the chUrcb. 

^ 5thly. As soon as the cajr shall begiii to indVe« 
the soidiets of my fegitAeni shall place their mus^ 
kets undet the left arm, the drums shall beat thil 
dead match, and the hautboys plav the Well-knowtt 
anthem, * O blessed head, covered with bleod and 
wounds V After that, the funeral car shall advance 
as far ai the ir^fi g^te. Hiere it Will stop ^ ahd all 
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i^e fegfiihiint will defite tr^fbre tlib cah Tfte «jf%t 
Mttalioti will i^act^ itself* befbi'd tlie i^htitch^ tfie 
second next to it, and theh t!i6 tjiird. Whei^i till 
shall have defiled, th^ body will follow; AtV two 
iions Wiiliiiti ^d Hehry Will r^hi^in wiih the r^- 
gimeht. Ydh, sis my Eldest st^o, inrith tha little Felr- 
dihand,* Wia ifiraik iii tiniroHn l^hihd Ihb car; lis 
Well as all tM ^nehds arid other <Mcei9 Whb shall 
be present, aiid i9h!&^ hot b^lbngring lo the r^ni^nt, 
shall still wish to follow the procession, llie tt^ 
chaplaiiis dbchius and O^isfeid ishall foiiew alsot' 
because th^ej beloh^ to tnf te^metil 

^•dthij^w Then m body shall y^ 6«rH^d into l«e 
tiihrirdh by th^ eight captains of iihy renihent Whom 
t haV^ bt^lbre meiltiohed ; iitid ihey will eiiti^l: at . 
the door by which I cbmhionl]f iehtered Ih^ ehureh. 
tJt)on the bd&in Wiil be placed ihy hlalild^om^st i^gii. 
iation sWord, ihy best scarfs a p&r df ^ili spuria, SAd 
^ gilt helmet All th^se thih^ Will \^ &md ih thts 
Menal. When thb baptaihs isth^l hkfb bumdd ine 
ihtb the church, ih ih^ mahhef I h2ct6 befbre nAtm-^* 
tioiied, the cOffin ^Kall be iptit do#ii ^ ihe ^htrande 
to m fault; and' theh itiy ihasiel- bf the bliapd, 
ludoVici, shall play tipbh the bifah^ pitck &f i^^sik^ 
.composed by tne organist Sidon: and, durit^ this 
interval, the icstptaihs who caM^d Hib shtOi return 
b theii: divisions. The ^eh^i'slii aiid i^tiib bf the 
siiiif officers vn& bA good ehbUgh to teM^ ilome 
bf the last hbnours to m&, a^ tb c^ tfib iillb thb 
vault, there Witt b^ brought frOrti BteAm iWbiltj^- 
foUt six-poiinders^ which wiU et^h ihakb twelve 
discharges sih^y i theh thb b&italibhil Will firb iUsd ; 
but the artillery is tb Ai-b &rsh 

"" 7thly I forbid iih/{Uh(^ seHMdii to b« ^dSbhn^ 
over Ihe \ but aftbf the firing, the battalions shall bo 
broken, the grenadiers shall carry the paiours where 
you* my son, shall order tlknn, and ihe companies 
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win march to the quvters of their captains. To 
evei^ grenadier twopence wiU be given, as during 
the tiine of the reviews. 

'^Sthly. In the evening a festival will be given, 
in Uie grefit room in the garden^ to all the generals* 
to the officers of my regiment, and to the foreign 
officers, who shall have been at the ceremony. The 
best cask of hook which I have in my eel^ must 
be opened ; and at this repast good wine alone shall 
be drank. . 

** Othly. A fortnight afterward^ a funeral sermon 
shall be preached for me in aQ the ehurches in my 
territories ; of wfaieh the text shaU be, ' I have fought 
a good fight; I have. finished my course; I have 
kept the taith.V They shall preach upon this text 
in the momingt and afterward they shall sing the 
anthem, 'Blessed Is he that putteth his trust in the 
Lord»* They shaU not speak any thing of my life» 
of my actions, nor any tning personal to me ; but 
they shall teU the people that I confessed my sins, 
and that I died in full confidence of the goodness (tf 
God, and of my. Saviour. In general, in these fu- 
neral sermons, I do not wish to be made worse than 
I am, but at the same time I do not wish to be 
praised. 

^ lOthly. No mourning clothes shaU be given to 
ray servants ; only they must wear' a crape on their 
hats ; and, finally, there shall be no other ceremony 
on my account besides the one I have here de- 
scribed. I do not doubt, my very dear son, but thai 
you will execute my last wishes (which I make 
known to you here) faithfully, and with the greatest 
exactness. I remain, until death, your faithful 
father and your affectionate king, 

**FrBOIRIC WlLLUlU* 
•yi»4elMKi0a 
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nOM THfe ACCBSSION OF TREOBRIC TO Tibs THCONV 
TILL THB PEACE OF PREaPWI . 



CHAtT^R i. 

C9iaract«rt 6f Ibe Blinisteni of ^Vederlc al 'm§ Aeoesilaii— Reniarcaiik 
«e. ofthe PruMlan States— Cbanfe Ui FMbfc^ Clilifnic^r— DiitH- 

teit Meetinf with Voltaira--Succe8aioh of Berg aiid Jttliemr>piBiti| 
•r tbe Emperor— Frederic enters Silem wUti his Xraiy— wocbide 
of Glogaa— BresMa taken by the PrabMsM— Fremric rename to Ber- 
lin for the Winter— Negotiations with Rosalh M frtoeo— Frederie 
epens the Campaign of 1741— Glogaa iaksa-4attb of JfoUwttfr— 
Ifjaforume of Maapertuis. 

At the time of the accesA^!<Mi^ ^ )i^^eri^ to ^e 
throne, the tttfilUtei^ ^hi^, ^ OoAht (te Pdd^VljbSt 
who wad i^onsidei'ed the chief, Md #hd held the 
office of first minister for foreiipi aifiiu^; tod this 
Count de Fittdkt^hiiteiii, who Wh^ the ifecdnd, stnd 
subsequently succeeded to this jp^h^ 6f PodeVUi^.* 
Theise pelrs6nag^B arte mentioiied her^, tonice for Ml, 
because there #iU be tto heceilsity to kajr ah^ thii^f 
forther teitffiettmi theih ; ikb F^tedeiitH fy his oWS 
activity, and his peculiar way of doing busiiOP^^ 
soon reduced th^ir officer to mere dem^ pl^icfes* 
The dhuk^y^Mr #la^i^ fiMrto de Coec^l, of t^hbiti 
mention will be mside when we come to speak of 
the Cdie Preiericy He was after sottie years SBC^ 
ceeded by M. de Jarriges, who was atuccee^d bgr 

« SoBvvBirs ds Vii«t AM de S«f(Mlri iMa. 
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M« de Fiirst. Whten the latter wa» disgraced, M. de 
Crammer obtained the office, and held it till the 
death of Frederic. 

At the death of Frederic /WiUi&niy th0 population 
of the. states under his government consisted of 
2^40,000 souls^* The states were ;the following 

ones:t 
. The kingdom of Prussia. 

The duchy of Pomerania, with the exception of 
Swedish Pomerania. 

The electoral march or marquisate of Branden- 
burgh. 

The duchy of Orossen, with Cotbos and Peitz, in 
Lower Lusatia. 

The duchy of Magdebourg» wiUi two-fifths of the 
county of Mansfeld. 

The principality of Halberstadt» with the county 
of Hohnstein. 

The principality of Minden. 

The duchy of Cleves. 

The principahty of Moenrs. 

Hie comity of the Mark and Rayensbergv 

The duchy of Gelders» 

The county of Tecklenberg and lingen. 

The lordsnip and bailiwick of Montfort in the 
Upper Gelders. 

The territory of Tumhout, in Brabant. 

The barony of Herstal. 

T^ie lordships of Oraiu^, Polder, Thalldierge* 
Wateringen, Higher and Lower Schwalure, Little 
Waspic, Twintig, Horven, Honderland, and Grave*' 

8ande4 
The annual revenues of the Prussian states, in 

1740, amounted to seven millions four hundred thou* 

* Frederfe, In hi* *' BiaColre de mmi TUnps,* ealls tlie popQIitioa 
tlm» millions, wbieh \m uioiTerrMntemeat. 

t Vie de Frederic TL 

i Th«M lordflhlpe were all pArt of tbe tnoceealon of the Bom* of 
OMBfle, wUch came to tlie Kiog of PraMa npoa tbe deiUi orWiUiam 
IteTbMofBnfUuid. 
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sand crowns ; and the savings of Frederic William 
to eight millions seven hundred thousand crowns.* 
The finances were well administered, but the re- 
sources of the country and of the treasury were 
few. Though the late king had done all in his 
power to encourage it^ commerce was far from 
being in a flourishing condition. 

The military force amounted to seventy-six thou- 
sand men, of which about twenty-six thousand 
were foreigners.t 

The accession of Frederic to the throne occa« 
sioned an entire change in his apparent character. 
He had hitherto oidy t^en remarksdt)le for his attach- 
ment to literature, to philosophy, to seien<^, to 
music, and to the society of men of talents; but 
the new situation in which he was placed imme- 
diately called forth the dormant ambition of his na- 
ture — the warlike talents, which had hitherto proba- 
bly been unknown even to their possessor, and that 
ceaseless and laborious activity in the details of the 
art of reiniing, which continued to actuate him till 
the last day of his existence. StiU the love of 
literature, and, aoove aH, of poetry, or, as Voltaire 
would have called it, ^ the mania of making verses,^ 
continued to form one of the principal features of his 
mind.; but these amusements were confined to par- 
ticular times and hours, when all other business had 
teen previously completed. 

Aware of the extensive and various nature of his 
duties as king,* and fully determined never to dele- 
gate to others the labours which he considered to 
belong to his own station, Frederic, at the com- 
mencement of his reign, made a refi:ular distribution 
of his time, to which he adhered with the most 
rigid exactness ; and in which he made very few 

* IT we lake U19 ?niwltii erown, or rix-thtler, as worth Uirae ahU- 
lliifa and alzpeiice of onr money, Uie result will be that the Inoome of 
Pnissis amoontad to i;805,OO(M., and the treaaure to IfilXlJBOOl, 

t ftsdeiie H. HistQire da nmi Temps. 



alievf^tk^ dpi^ Ijh^ forty^six years that tie.avaye^ 
thie P^c^^uDi msmr^ Hu^ first care. i»raa to. ensurek 
hkh earl}[ lading, Iqi^ Ib^ koeiff full well, that is^ithoui 
that ha^. ifti^ch busj^ess coul^ nol be go^ Ijhroug^ 
m thp cQjiyae^ tl^e day. He iherefoj^ ordered hia 
servant tQ i^r^lte lu9^ at (qui^ o'clo^ 9,t whieh hou^ 
he intended to leave his b/ed. ^faey did 919; bu^ 
Frederip v^oBk i^^fs^iky inclined ta s]eep» and theie- 
lore he i^w;ays beg^d for a little, isore time, whicl;^ 
it may be easily supposed he obtained withpiiit diJffiU 
G^miey ; an4. thusi instead oi four, he usually rose at 
9ix. In vain he scolded and comn^nded, for the 
^ext QE^orwng alyrays found hi^ eniifeating fox mose 
sleep i 9b4 where wej;« the attendants th^t could resist 
the request ot a despotic mon^hti Finally, deter<i 
auning to. v^^^uish hiffiself and his nature, he com-i 
mand^ ^b^ pei^aoii^. ^ho called him, u^der pain of 
being' made a coi^m^a soldier for life, eyej^ mpming 
%o put yxpQOt h^ face a, toi^el dipped in cold water^ 
By this va^oiei^ 9V?asure> he conquered his natural 
Spmnole^it^y, s^d cootiniji^d to nse at four o'clocJi^ 
|iU an advanpeijb p^ipd of his life,* His 4resSf 
ifWch W9^ aiws^ys ihe same, the uniform of hi/s 
mj^ with mihta^ boots^ was put on in a very 
few minutes i indeed, Uie whole business of bis 
toQet wa» completed in les». than a quarter of an 
hour* A single valet-de-chambre lit his firet shaved 
him, and curled his hair. He was not possessed of 
eithex slippers oiv bedgown^; only, Thiebault says« 
ichen ha wasr ve^ ill, he occasionally, but yery rariely, 
put OQk a spit of linen wrapper ; but even then he 
vrn^w his bof ts^ . He hardhr ever wore coats of other 
opioiirst: i0id he appeared, i^ silk stockings, aa haf 
^eeD^ beipre ipi^ntioo^, only on one day in the yeai: ; 
namely, wheoi %e. ^ej^ to. ti^' court 0/ his wUe upon 
her birthday.f 
i|» soon an ha was AM8sed» on* of hia pa^es 
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brought htm the paeket of letters which %ad arrived 
for him by the post, or in any other way, and whioh 
had been delivered to the page by the secretaries of 
the cabinet. The king occupied himself in reading 
these letters, which were, often very numerous, tin 
eight o'clock. He was, above all, peculiarly exact 
in observing whether the seals appeared to be brokc«i 
or not ; fearing, and with reason, that sometimes 
the secretaries might be tempted to read and sup* 
press letters of which the. contents.were displeasing 
to them. From a long habit of looking at the seds 
of letters, hechiaid become well acquainted with many, 
and knew to whom they belonged ; in consequence 
of which knowledge, he frequently threw letters into 
the fire, or tore them to pieces, without reading 
them. Among other precautions contrived by Fred* 
eric to prevent the suppression of letters adoressed 
to hjim was the following :<*-Each . master of the 
post was obliged, with any letters he forwarded to 
the king, to send a Ifst of them, as well as of the 
address of each person who wrote them ; those who 
wrote to the kins being commanded to leave at the 
post office to which they confided their letters the 
place of their residence. In spite of this and other 
precautions, letters, according to Hiiebault, were 
sometimes suppressed by the secretaries, who man* 
aged to alter the lists sent by the postmasters. 

The different letters which the king opened he 
distribiited into three parcels : in the Urst were those 
whose requests were favourably receive^j and these 
were maiked by the sheet of paper being doiibled 
inwards ; in the second, whose petitions were r»- 
fiised, the sheet was doubled outwards ; and the third, 
respecting which he doubted, and therefore wiadied 
to delay answering, had the sheet doubled partly in- 
wards and partly outwards. About eight o^efock, 
the letters being alt sorted, one of the four secre- 
tBonoB of the cabinet enteied, and reoeived the three 
narcds from the king. H« dien^ifiAila^hielciDg mm 

Vol. I.— Q 
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at breakfast, read to him the request contained io 
each, reducing it to as few words as possible. The 
king dictated the answer equally shortly, except is 
cases where peculiar detail was necessary. Above 
all, when the answer to be made was to a woman, 
he never failed to add, '*lt is a woman ; you must 
write civilly to her,'* The secretary made a par- 
ticular mark on the top of each letter, according to 
the answer which was to be returned. This mark 
was a sort of cipher, understood by. the other sec- 
retaries, and by them alone. Of course this distri- 
bution of letters did not include the private corres- 
pondence of Frederic with his friends, or with the 
men of talents and celebrity, with several of whom 
at different periods of his life he corresponded ; these 
letters were alwatys answered with his own hand. 

When the secretary came ont of the king's apart- 
ment^ he divided the letters with his three brethren, 
and they all immediately proceeded to write the an- 
swers, foT which they had barely time enough> as it 
was necessary that they should be all brought to the 
king for signature^ at the latest, at four o'clock. All 
ihe labour of making the answers, as well as of copy- 
ing them, was done t^ their own hands, as they were 
iiot allowed to have the assistance of any other per- 
sons. At the time of the signature, the king always 
read a few of the letters, which he took, as chance 
•iferected his hand, out of the packets ; and if, in this 
-eacamination, any letter had been found wrongly an- 
swered, the secretary who had done it would have 
'been immediately dismissed. After the signature, 
the secretaries had to fold, to seal, to put in covers, 
.and to durect the letters : the latter office was or- 
dered to be performed by the secretaries themselves; 
in the former ones they were allowed to be assisted 
,by tlheir servants. At ^ye o'clock all the letters 
were delivered to the courier, who carried them to 
^Berlin. As soon as he arrived at the latter place, 
those aaswers which were addressed to individuals 
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in tke town were forthwith delivered to them« and 
the others were put. into the post. Therefore those 
persons who did not immediately receive answers 
to the letters thev had written to the king were al« 
most sure not to have any at all ; unless the nature 
of their request had required it to be communicated 
to some minister, and thereby occasioned delay. 

Frederic obiig;ed his secretaries to live in the great- 
est solitude, and to communicate as little as possible 
with any one ; and he hardly ever took One into his 
service who was married. [These precautions were 
taken in order to preveht their being tempted to com* 
mit infidelities with regard to ^hts correspondence. 
Their life Was one of great labour and oonstant 
slavery ; and they never dined, but were supported 
during the day by soups : the supper was their prin- 
cipal meal. To make up for these privations, their 
salaries were large, and they had each a good house, 
granted to them by the king. To give some notion, 
of the strictness with which Frederic expected his 
secretaries to conform to the rules and way of life 
he had prescribed for them, it may be as well to quote 
his speech to the Gounsellor Mtitler, upon offering^ 
him one of the places of secretsury to. the tabinet. 
Milller was one of the few instahces of a married 
man permitted to hold the situation. ^ I propose 
to you,** said the king to him, ^* to immolate yourself 
to the service of the state. Consider well whether 
you have the courage to do so. I had resolved never 

' to employ a married man in my cabinet, and I know 
that you have a wife and children ; it is therefore an 

, exception to a very important rule that I determine 
myself to make in your favour. I do it in conse- 

'* quence of the particular esteem I have for you, and 
of the firm hope I entertain that ^oui wife and your 
children wiU never approach the room where you 
write, that they wiU know nothing, and will not 
meddle with any affairs. In a word, you will never 
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fbrget that, for th« good of my service, you miisl 
neUher have family, nor reiatioas, nor friends !^* 

With regwrd to the mimner in which, he was ad* 
dressed, and as to whether suficient respect was 
shown, either in the way of writing or in the terms 
employed, Frederic was perfectly indifierenl; tyttt 
there was oiie point npon which he was generally 
known to be very particnlar, and that was, that the 
letter should not wmpy more than the first side of 
the sheet of paper/ Letteis which turned the page 
were sure to excite lus anger,"to be 111 received^and 
dryly answered* 

At nine o'clodc, when Frederic had sent away his 
secretaries, he gave audience to his first aid-deocamp, 
who was for the moet part a general officer. Wiui 
him he arranged every, thing relating to military af- 
fairs, in all their branches ; and he then dismissed 
him loaded with business, which was to be completed 
by the next day. At ten. o'clock, he frequently exp 
ercised either his own regiment of guards, or some 
other regiment of the garrison of Potsdam* Alter 
this he attended the pn^e, which oceopied him till 
dinner-time. Sometimes, though, he devoted this 
part of the day to his literary pursuitSr to music, or 
to his private correspondence ; and, as he advanced 
ia age, this habit became more frequent. During 
this period of the day he composed almost all his 
wcN^ks, as well in prose as in verse ; and in the couree 
of these ocoiqmtioiiS he was frequently seen walking 
in his gardens, with a book under his arm, accom- 
panied ny three or lour Italian greyhounds, and fol«^ 
lowed by a single page or footman. It was also at 
these hours that he gave his audiences ; and placed 
all the accidental oceupaiions which had no other 
times allotted to thtrn. 

At twelve precisely, he dined with those guests 
whom he had Ittvitsar-whose invitations were si* 

" TUebiialt, Sovvenin 4« Vioft Am d»S4jo«r a BmUb 
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ways sent to them at ten o'clock ttie same morning. 
These guests consisted ordinarily of literary, men, 
of his relations the princes of the house of Bnms* 
wick, of a certain nnmber of hik conrtiers, and of 
the general officers at that time at Potsdam. If he 
did not intend walking after dinner, he n'snally pro* 
longed that repast till near three o'clock. As he 
was at all times of his life peculiarly fond of good 
living, his dinners were excellent, except that he in* 
sisfed upon each dish heing Teiy highly seasoned 
with pepper and spices. He had twelve cooks of 
different nations, who were each expected to dress 
the particular dishes which belong^ed to their re- 
spective countries. His desserts were also admira- 
bly, served, as he ate much fruit, and Considered it to 
be essential to his health. He preferred French 
wines, and above all, champaign. At dinner he 
unbent himself from the labours of the day, ahd was 
almost invariably gay and wilUiig to converse. 

During the fine season Frederic was accustomed to 
t^e long walks after dinner. His most common walk 
was from the palace of Sans Souci, where he passed 
that part of the year, through his gardens, to what 
is called the New Palace ; a considerable distance, 
which he generally walked with so^quick a pace, as 
to render it difficult and even painful to the persons 
who accompanied him to keep up with him. At 
four o'clock the secretaries of the cabinet brought 
him his answers to the letters of the morning to 
sign ; after which he generally received the person 
who held the situation of secretary of his command- 
ments. With him he transacted all the affairs and 
correspondence relative to the Academy, to the pro- 
fessors of the different schools, to men of learning, 
and artists. If nothing was required to be done 
upon these subjects, this period of the day was then 
devoted either to reading or literary compositions. 
At six o'clock his concert commenced, ir« which he 
himself played upon the flute. Of this ^strument 
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be wan fmsMOBalely fond, and was a ^at master m 
the art of pl^yiiif upon it. He continued the use 
of the llufee 1^ an aa? anced period of his life, when* 
his teeth beuag all goaef he was no' longer ahle to 
produce the ammds he wished, ""-"-v 

After theoonoertf which lasted an hour, he o<?gu- 
pfi^ himsetf! in conTersation tin supper, w)iich took 
place at ten o'clock. At eleven o^clock, at the latest, 
tiie king was in bed* After the seven years' war 
FVedeiic ceased ^ sup, and then his evenings con- 
cloied with a eooversatioD with the persons whom 
he bad snangioiied to attend. him. Such was, with 
verv few exoeptiona, the disposition and oceiq)ation 
of Frederic's days, during the course of his long 
life. 

One of the earliest cares pf Frederic, as sovereign, 
was to augment his miUtarv forces. This he was 
enabled to do by means of the treasures of the late 
king. FSflaen new battalions were raised, and were 
soon ina state to act» if necessary. He also made vaii* 
ons amehorationsin the administration of his different 
provinces, -and ^plied Mmself most diUgently to 
everything by which he thought the condition of his 
suijects oouid be benefited. During the two months 
which were occupied by these duties, he also made 
journeys of inspection through his territories. In 
one of these, in Westi^alia, the idea stntck him of 
going incognito to Paris, a cs^tai he desired much 
to visit. With this view he assumed the name of 
the CoanI Du Four, and said he was from Bohemia* 
His brother. Prince William, was of. the party, and 
called himself the Ooimt ^hafgotch ; and Algarotti 
accompanied them. The expedition was success- 
ful till they arrived at Strasburg ; where the gover* 
nor, the Marshal de Broglio, discovering the rank of 
the travellers, IVederic was disgusted from prose- 
eating his jotumey iarthex in the direction of PariK 
Of tiua tour FrMerie gave an account in a letter, 
half proM aaA %aU verae, to Voltaire^ but he does 
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not meniion hi it fbat he had ever inleoded gsdog 
beyond Stnisbur;. < .' 

From Strasburif he aow dilernBiiied to go either 
to Brussels or Antwerp^ to the purpose of seeing 
Toltaire; \mt a fever, wlncfa attacked him at the 
nnall castle of Memey beiw^ea Gleves and Wesel, 
put a stop to his tratel8,'and oU%ed him to send to 
Voltaire, and entreat him to oonie to him. This iras 
the first meeting of these two celebrated roea, though 
they had now been for some yelars ei^faged in an 
intimate and freqoeilt conrespoodenoe. ^ I weat,^ 
says Voltaire, ** to present to the king niy most !«• 
spectfnl homage. 1 found at the gate of tiie court* 

£ird a single soldier on guard. Tl^ padvy eounselior 
ambonet, minister of state, was walking about the 
court, and blowing on his fingers to warm them : he 
had on great ruflloB ef dirty linen, n hat with holea 
in it, and an old lawyei^s wig, of which one end 
went into one of his pockets, whiie the other hardly 
covered his shoulder. I was told that; this man wa4( 
charged with an important affair of state, which 
was true. I was conducted to his majesty's apart* 
ihent, where there was ndthmg but Uhs bare walls* 
I perceived in a closet, lit by a sing^ wax candle, a 
' small bed« two feet and a half wide ; on which was 
laid a little man, wrapped up in a cloak of coanse 
blue cloth ; it was the king, who perspired and shiv* 
ered under a miserable coverlet, in a violent access 
of fever. I tnade my bow, and began the acquaint* 
ance by feeling his pulse, as if 1 had been bis first 
physician. When the fit was pi^ed, he dressed 
kimself, and came to supper. Algarotti, Keyserlingj 
liaupertuis,* and the king's ambassador to the States 

* In one or Fnderic^o totleni lo Jonttn, itted WomI, 91 September^ 
rTM, ho Myo :~'**Moii|Mtiils to crrived : be is a good* looking roan, ana 
agneable in aoeloty ; towo f o r, vtry flur inferior to Algarotti. I am get- 
tuig *p a little qaaml witk Mmuuur deluge^ «iid I am anxioue to eeo 
what tarn the aflUr will take, beftMo I leave thia place I ha^e not yet 
MNM how atd wboie I ■hall 4we Voltaire.'* In anotlier letter, of (be 
Mtb «r Sepctmber. be aaya ,--**l l»«a H k^flb atea VnUalro, wban I 
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€l«neral made up the party ; and we'talked learned 
respecting the immortality of the soul^ liberty, and 
the Androgynes of Plato. The counsellor Rambo* 
net was, during this time, mounted upon a post-horse ; 
he rode all the night, and arrived- the next day at the 
gates of Liege ^ where he served a notice in the 
name of the king his master ; while two thousand 
of the troops of Weseilaid the town of Liege under, 
contribution. This expedition had for pretekt some 
rights, which the king pretended to over one of the 
suburbs. He even charged me to draw up a mani* 
festo, and I made one, as well as I was able ; never 
doubting that a king, with whom I supped, and who 
called me his friend, must be in the right. The affair 
was soon settled, upon payment to the king of a 
million of ducats.**^ The cause of quarrel between 
the King of Prussia and the Bishop of Liege was 
not the one stated by Voltaire. Some subject^ of 
the lordship oX Herstal, which belonged to Prussia^ 
had revolted^ and the Bishop of Liege protected them 
in their revolt. This occurred towards the end of 
the reign of Frederic William, who sent the Colonel 
CreUtz to Liege, on a didomatic mission, to accom- 
modate the affair, but the bishop refused to receive 
him.f 

Frederic William, just before his death, had been 
employed in a negotiation, respecting tlie disputed 
succession of the duchies of Berg and Juliers. The 
Prussian sovereigns had been in possession, ever 



^ — I M uxioas to beeoBM acquainted with ; but, alaa ! I saw him when 
I was under the influence of my fever, and when my mind and my body 
were equally languid. Now, with persons like him, one muai not be ill ; 
'«D.the contrary, one mast Iw very well, and even, if possible, in better 
feeatth than usual. He has the eloquence of Cicero, the mUdneflk of Pliny, 
and the wisdom of Agripjpa : he unites, in a word, all that is desirable 
of the virtues and talents of three of the greatest men of antiquity. Hto 
intellect is always at work ; and every drop of ink that fhHs flrom his pen 
la transformed at once into wit. He declaimed to us Mahomet, an-«d* 
mirable tragedy he has composed, which transported us with delifht: 
Ant myself, I oould only admire in alienee." 

* Mtoioirea pour servir a la Vie d^ M. de Voltaire ; eeritt par Ini-mliM. 

t Hiatoirt da mmTtms*, par FMarte II. 
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since the year 1966» of one half of Ihe territoriee 
of the aaeient dukes of Ckvea, llerg> and Juliera. 
'Their portion oonsisted of the duchy of .Oeves, 
the county of La Merck, and that of Ravensberf • 
The other half, consisting; of the duchies of Berg 
and Juliers, and the lordships of Winnandal ana 
Breskerland, had at the' same time devoWed upon 
the Dukes of Neuburg. This division took place 
upon the death of John William duke of Cleves, sur- 
named the Simple ; a»d the Marquis 4»f BrandeOi* 
burvhand.tiie Duke of Neubiirg at the sane time 
made a treaty of aliiaDce, by w&eh they confinned 
the eventual succession or the whole territoiy to 
each other, upon the iailure of heirs male in either 
family. la 1732 Charles Philip of Neuhurg, Electoi 
Palatine, having.no children, caused the states of 
Berg and JuUers to take the oath of allegiance to 
his collateral relation Charles Theodore prince of 
Sulzbach, the heir of ^he palatinate. Against this 
measure the King of Prussia entered his protest^ 
upon the ground of the treaty of succession subsist* 
ing het^veen himself and the. House of Neuburg.* 
Meanwhile the Emperor Charles the Sixth had made 
a promise of the succession, upon the ground of its 
being a fief of the empire, to Augustus the Second, 
Kmg of Poland and Elector of Saxony ;t which did 
not, however, prevent him from making a similar 
promise to the Prince of Sulzbach. He had also 
promised^ through the Count SeckendorfT, the im* 
perial minister at Berlin, to assist the King of Prussia 
m his claims upon these territories. Seckendorff 
was afterward imprisoned by the^mperor at Gratz» 
and, according to Frederic^ only obtained his Uberty 
upon condition of deUvering up to his master all thie 
orders and despatches by which be had been au* 
thorized to give to the King of Prussia t;l)0 most 
solemn assurances of the emperor's assistancea with 

t Hiatoti«deiiioaTeiD9a,pv'nDedcrto'Jl 
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regard to the succession of Berg and Juliers.* This 
question was finally settled in the year 1742, when 
tne King of Prussia agreed to allow the Prince of 
Solzbach to take possession of the duchies of Berg: 
and Juliers, upon condition of his giving up to him, 
the King of Prussia, certain ]jortions of the former^ 
duchy. This long dispute is mentioned here, as 
having been one of the grounds of complaint of the 
sovereign of Prussia against the house of Austria, 
and as one of the causes which induced Frederic 
eventually to declare war against Maria Theresa. 

In the month of October, 1740, died the Emperor 
Charles the Sixth, as it is said, of indigestion, caused 
by eating to excess of a dish of mushrooms ; ^ which 
dish of mushrooms,** as Voltaire observes, "changed 
the d^^tinies of Europe.'* Frederic immediately de* 
termined upon attacking the house of Austria, and en- 
deavouring to obtain possession.of Silesia, to which 
prof iiice Md family had claims. These rested upon 
the following grounds : The principality of Jngem* 
dorf, a district of Silesia, had been bought, in 15349 
by George Margrave of Brandenburgh, of the house 
of Schellenberg, with the consent of Lewis' King 
of Bohemia and of Hungary, under whom this prov- 
ince was a fief. The margrave left the principality 
to his son George Frederic, who ceded it, by agree- 
ment, to Joachim Frederic elector of Brandenburgh. 
Joachim gave it to his second son, John George, 
who, having incurred the ban of the empire in the 
reigo of Ferdinand the Second, lost it in 1623 ; when 
the emperor gave the investiture of it to the Princes 
of lichtenstein, in spite of the remonstrances of the 
whole house of Brandenburgh. It is true, that in 
1686, the Elector of Brandenburgh, Frederic William, 
renounced his pretensions to Jsgerndorf, upon tha 
cession to him. by the house of Austria, of the circle 
of Schwibus ; which circle his son Frederic, the first 

* Hiitoln demon Tempi. 
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Kinff ^f Prussia* was persuaded to restore in 1606 
to the house of Austria, upon receiving the sum of 
two hundr^ igid fifty thousand florins. But many 
reasons, ana apparently good ones, were urged on 
the side of Prussia to prove the invalidity of these 
two latter arrangements. Frederic had also claims 
upon the Silesian principalities of Brieg, Lignitz, and 
WohlaU, founded upon a treaty of succession made, 
in 1637, between Joachim the Second, elector of 
Brandenburgh,. and Frederic duke of Brieg and Lig- 
nitz. The latter prince was fully authorized by the 
privileges granted to him, and to his ancestors by the 
house of Austria, to enter into this agreement; 
though the Emperor Ferdinand the First took upon 
himself, in the year 1646, to declare the act of sue* 
cession in question null and void. The sovereigns 
of Prussia had always considered this act of the 
emperor, aind his consequent usurpation of the prov- 
inces in dispute, illegal ; though none of them, till 
the time of Frederic the Second, had had the force 
or the courage to offer resistance to it.* 

The news of the death of the emperor reached 
the King of Prussia at Rheinsberg, where he was 
attacked by a fever, which, however, did not pre- 
vent his displaying his usual activity in making pre- 
parations for his intended campaign against Silesia ; 
** a project which," as he observes himself, " prom- 
ised to fulfil all the political views he had most at 
heart, as it was the readiest means of obtainitig repu- 
tation, of augmenting tlie power of his kingdom, 
and of terminating satisfactorily the long litigated 
question of the succession of pe duchy of Berg.^f 
He did not, however, confide his secret to any one. 
It was evident to all that somie great expedition was 
intended; but it was generally thought Frederic ' 
would declare himself against France, in favour of 
Maria Theresa, and of her husband, the Grand-duke 

* BofcUsg. t Bisloire de BMn Ttntfu, 



of Tuscany, who was a candidate for the hnperial 
croifirn. Even the wily Voltaire, who was at present 
with the King of Prussia, and who appears to have 
filled at this time the discreditable office of dpy of 
the French government, nnder the ^ise of private 
friendship to Frederic, was deceived ; and cannot in 
his Memoirs conceal his indignation at having been 
thus a dupe. At length, on the 15th of December, 
1740,' at the end of a great masked ball at Berlin, the 
king, still suffering under the effects of his fever, set 
out for the conquest of Silesia, at the head of tUrty 
thousand brave and well-disciplined troopis. As ne 
ipounted his horse, he said to the French ambassa- 
dor, the Mar(}uis de Beauveau, ^ I am going to play 
vour game ; if the aces are dealt to me, we win go 
arives."* 

He had not, however kept his designs so secret 
but that some suspicioivs of them had penetrated 
even to the court of Vienna. In consequence of 
this, the Marquis Botta i^as sent to Berlin, nominally 
to compliment Frederic upon his accession, but 
really to dive into his intentions. Botta, who was a 
man of ability, almost npon his arrival, conceived 
suspicions of the king's mans of conquest. In con- 
sequence, at his first audience, he talked of nothing 
but the inconveniences of the route he had come 
through Silesia, and of the badness of iStte roads of 
that country, which recent inundations had rendered 
almost imp^sable. The king upon this turned on 
his heel, with the remark, that all that could happen 
to those who were obliged to travel them would be, 
to be well covered with mud when iheygoit to tlie 
end of their jqurney.t A short time before Frede- 
ric set off on his Sitesian expedition, he sent the 
Count de Cotter to Vienna, to demand from Maria 
Theresa and her husband, the acknowledgment of 

* cjeTiJ teocr Tom ira; ■lleflMiMvkiiiMiit,iioiM|«ita«raw»« 
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^etftaibm <$f ^Js'iitasternpon StleiSa; sndyif ftejf 
'Caneiented to ^t!)if,1ie wss to frromise thenif cfii hn 
jMTt, tris Toice in th« imperM election, as weH as hki 
asaistanee *againat aH Vndir enemies. In caae theae 
^terms'were not ^stened to, tke count hadpowerlo 
fleclare -war agarnatffeeeointdf Vienna. TncarraY, 
IwweYer, of Frederic was more •expeditioBs than ins 
umbasaador) as it 'entered BHesia Iwo^aya before (lie 
latter arrived at "Vienna. 

On the $3d of December the army crossed the 
"frontier, disseminating^ in its passage placnrds, de- 
ducing the claims of thelionse of Brandenbargph to 
the province ; as well as a manrfesto, declaring that 
the King of Prussia toc^posseeNsionof it upon the 
present occasion, to guaranty it from Hhe invasion elf 
other powers. These measures had the effect of 
cslmhiiff the minds of the people. In addition 1o 
which it must be remembered, that two-thirds of Hhe 
tiopulation of the province being f^rotestants, and 
vaving suffered longtmder theinftelerable bigotry of 
^cir Austrian lulers, were favourable to fVederic on 
account of -his religion. 

The King of Prussia entered^l^lesia, feBowinglhe 
^eourse of tne OdeTf which 'brought him to tbe for- 
tress of Olo^u. In consequence of <the rigour of 
the season (it was nowniid-winter), lie det^rmin^d 
not to besiege, but to blockade it. Forlhis purpose 
' he left before the place a portion of his troops, under 
''^e command of Prince Leopold of Anhait, uid 
pushed on with the rest towards Breslau, whiqh was 
menaced by the Austrians under the command of 
General Brown. 

Breslau^he ca|>H8ll of Silesia, at this lime en* 
loyed privileges similar to those of the free imperial 
towns.; being governed by Its own magistrates, and 
exempted fVom ihe necessi^of receiving a garrison* 
The determination of the mhabitants to adhere to 
the latter custom occasioned their refusal to receive 
Ibe troops of Biown ; who, howevert would prob« 

YoIm L— R 
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My have eventually succeeded in fotdi^.tbem to ad* 
mit him, had it not been for the rapid advance of the 
King of Prussis^. After )eaying Glofniu, the Idi^r 
had pushed forward so rapidly, that after four day^ 
march he found himself at the {fates of Breslaa; 
while a separate detachment of his army, under the 
command of Marshal Schwerin, had taien another 
route by Leignitz, Schweidnitz, and Frankenstein, 
for the purpose of clearing that part of Silesia of the 
Austrians. 

On the 1st of January, 1741, Frederic took pos- 
session of the suburbs of Breslau without nesist- 
ance, and sent the Colonels Borck and Goltz to sum- 
mon the town to surrender.* At the^same time he 
detached a portion of his troops to the other side of 
the Oder, thus blockading the town on both sides. 
Breslau was, at this time, Ul provisioned ; the .ditches 
of the forti^cations \irere frozen over; and a consid- 
erable portion of the inhabitants, being Protestants^ 
were favourable to the^ King of Prussia. An enthu- 
siastic Protestant shoemaker harangued the people 
in favour of the Prussians, and excited them so 
much, that the magistrates deemed it prudent no 
longer to delay entering into .composition with, the 
invaders. The consequence of this determination 
was, that they signed an act of neutrality with the 
King of Pnissia, and opened their v gates to him and 
his army. As soon as Frederic had obtained posses- 
sion of the town, he dismissed from their appoint- 
ments ail the functionaries who had been placed 
there by the Queen of Hungary ; deeming it prudent 
to adopt this measure at once, in order toprevent 
intrigues against the iPrussian interests. The time 
Frededc remained at Breslau was occupied by him, 
in addition to the arrangements of his military plans, 
in endeavouring to gain the affections of the people, 
in which he, to a very great degree, succeeded. He 

* HMoire de naii ltei|0 
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preserved to the Catiiolics all their priTileges^ peid 
great deference to the Bishop of Breslau and his 
clergy, encouraging, at the san^e time, the Protest* 
ants ; and was generally attentive both to the no- 
bility and the burghers. Each eveninp^ was marked 
by a ball or f^ given by him to the mhabitants, at 
which he generally opened the festivity with some 
on^ either of the most beautiful or of the most noble 
ladies Of the province.* 

From Breslau the -king marched to Namslan and 
Ohlan, two small towns, which forthwith submitted 
to him. While the King of Prussia was taking- 
possession of the fortresses on the Oder, Marshu 
6chwerin had advance'd by Frankenstein to Ottma- 
chau, on theNeisse, the river which separates Upper 
Irom Lower Silesia. At the gates of this fortress 
the King- of Prussia joined Ym general, and their 
united forces soon reduced the garrison to surrender. 
They th^n proceeded to the town of Neisse, which 
they bombarded, but without effect ; the governor, 
named Roth, having fortified the town in a manner 
which rendered it impregnable during the severe 
season of winter. After this attempt the Prussians 
retired into winter quarters, leaving, however, the 
towns of Glogau, Brieg, and Niesse in a state of 
blockade. Meanwhile the Austrian army, under the 
command of General Brown^ had been obliged by 
Marshal Schwerih to retire into Moravia. 

The King of Prussia, ^ after placing, his troops in 
winter quarters, returned to Berlin, for the purpose 
of superintending the new levies of troops he was 
making, and also to regulate the internal concerns 
of hiskingdom^ He, however, left Marshal Schwerin 
at the theatre of war, and ordered him to continue 
the conouest of the province as well as he was able, 
without harassing or wearing out the troops. That 
general, in consequence, rendered himself master of 

•Viede Fnd«rleII 



t8B URK or wmmauc Jh [lHt*i 

Trof pswh Jitpnoinii QdM^wvc^ and. soom otfaitt 
fSBortremes,* 

Tile Cotnt de (Mterr Fredericks envoy at tb» 
oimmt of Vieonaf was* dwiag aU^this Xime, negKV 
ttaUssr is the bsjpeUist the sooceeses of his master 
^Muld lower the imflexible haughtiness of the inip»»- 
lial eabinet. The oontr&rjs howeTer* was the case*. 
The daughter of so many emperors* and her eooii*^ 
sellors, were only rendered the more intractable .bj' 
the aucoes^il audaeily of a pruioe who was eon- 
a&deeed as a vassal; and whose duty, to use the lan^ 
ffiiage of the imperial oomrt* was^ as ardw;hambei>* 
min of the tmpu&, to |H»seBt to the emjperor the. 
basio to wash his handi^ instead, of prescribing lawai 
to his daughter. Th^ie insolent remarks at Isngth., 
lowed the aiMer of the minister of the victorion* 
sovereign ; and^ upo» one oecasicm, he showed that 
Gbrand<4we o£ Tuseany a letter from Frederic* in, 
whieh the lalte^ said» ^ If the grand-duke chooses 
to rain himself, let him ruin himself.*' Negotiation!^ 
where the cosiractittf: parties were ao bitter against 
ens another, oould. never lead to anysatislactoryxo^ 
suits* nor did thev in fact do so* 

The King of Prussia was more successful in. hisi 
negotiations vfitk Russia than. in those at Vienna*. 
Al the same time thai he had sent the Count de Gol« 
tes to the latt^ courty he despatched the Bajon ds. 
Winterfeld toPeteiBburg. . Wintesfeld was souria* 
Isiw te Msurshal Muniolv who at this time, was all 

Cwecful in that opuntry* The Emjuress Anne*, at 
r death*, had left the empire to her niece,, the Priuf 
eess Anne of MeckJenburgh Schwenn* married ta 
Anthony Ulrie* Frinee of Bmnswidc B^vem, and ta 
her son, who Uuis beoame emperor by the name of 
Ivan the Sixth* She had* however* j^aced them 
inder the regency of her (avonrite Miren^ 1^ 
power of Bireft ha» unee been overthrown* and ht 

* Orimowd, TftUMQ dB IslQ^fl ds BugaB de Fnderielo Gnad 



1741.] I.IFS Of nusDKuo a. 197 

lifaiwelf baniBhed to Siberia. The meineiit seemed 
faYOurable for the King of Prussia; nor were his 
eiq)ectation8 deceived. Winterfeld made use of the 
credit of his relation Munich ^th adroitness, and 
finally concluded a defensive alliance between his 
master and the Russian government. 

The negotiations of. the Prussian court with 
i^rance- were, upon the whole, successflil. Frederic 
^OniineBced ^ correspondence with Cardinal Fleuiry, 
then prime minister of the latter countiy. This pro- 
ceeding appears to have ^eased the old man, who 
answered, the letters of Frederic with an amicable 
frankness. The King of Poland (Augustus the 
Third, Elector of Saxony) was the sovereign who 
was the most hostile to Frederic, from the united 
circumstances of being his 'nearest neighbour, and 
liom the consequent hope of sharing in his spoils if 
he was unfortunate • in tne wfir he had undertaJien. 
His ambassadors were everywhere employed in olv 
atrocting the negotiations of those of Frederic. To 
tibese intrigues the King of England was a party; 
Un George the Second, fithough connected l^ blood 
as \|rell as interest with Frederic, appears to have 
been always, throughout his life, either his secret 
or avowed enemy; and upon the present occasion 
he. had early shown a disposition to support the 
views of the court of Vienna. The King of Prussia 
was therefore obliged to leave a body of troops, con- 
sisting of thirty thousand ,men, on the Hanoverian 
frontier of his oominiohs, in order to watch the pro- 
ceedinffs of his uncle. He at the same time rein- 
forced bis Silesian army till it was raised to an effect- 
ive force of sik^ thousand men. These duties con- 
cluded, he left Berlin on the 10th of February, and 
proceeded to rejoin his troops. 

The first event of the campaign was the taking of 
Glogau, by the Prince Leopold of Anhalt, by as- 
sault, on the 9th of March, after it had been block- 
adedfor ten weeks. In this fortress the Count WtdMs. 

RS 
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•ad a ammon eoDftiBtiilK ^ ^^ hndied 
w#re taken piiioiiero. ^ V«m tiik ooeasioii tbm ad* 
Biirable disoii^uie oUSnt PnuMaan tioopa appeajad 
bk all Ualastre ; not a ma^ hoom was pillaged»iMr 
were any of tbe mhabitesta Mauled or insnlted.* 

The Austriaa AMrmank^ Cofmt Nevpei^ kad^ 
daring Um wiut^ afleemkled a oomiderable amy io 
Moravia, aad now aojtered Upper Sileaiaf wkk tjba 
view oCouttlasrafrthe p<ntionoltiM PmeciaB a»i]p 
Itatioaed, under Uie cMnmaiid of Maralial 9ehweria» 
ID that pait of the province; of delivering Btieg^ 
which wa$ hlediaded; of seiiiBf open the Pmaetei 
magazinea at Ohlau; and then tnarckinff stea^iUtii 
Breelau. But Ffedeiio waa too orack apon Ike 
akrt to permit thia. at kaat wathont a atmggle. Mm 
therefore left 8chweidnllfef wlmre he waa then sta^ 
tinned, and hastened to Newtadt, where he fonn4 
his' army assetahled on the 5th of April. On the 8lii 
be passed the Neiese near Miokehm, at the head af 
his troops, in order to intercept Neaperf. Ite 
latter arrived atNeisfie on the 6th; on the ath leoic' 
pisoners the Pryssian garrison of OroUtan, ooaaist-^ 
ing of nine hundred men ; and on the d^ established 
himeelf at MoOwitz near Brieg. 

On the evening of the Sth of April, Fredeiie, fora» 
seeing the impendingengagement* wrote the fi»Uoww 
ing feeling letter to his friend Jordan at Beriini*-* 
** My dear Jordan* we shall have a battle to^anorrow^ 
Yon know the chances of war, and that the lives as- 
kings are not more respected by them than those «f 
pivate individuals. I know not what will be mj 
lot. If mv course is finished, do not forget thia 
memory of a friend who always loved you tenderly* 
If, on the contrary. Heaven prolongs my days, 1 will 
write to you to-morrow, and send you word of our 
Tktoiy. Adieus my dear friend, I am yonra 101 

death.'^t 
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m^e Iting of Pmsski Imvipg imited Ms amy oil 
the ere&inr of the 9th of Apil^ ibund thai it oon* 
siftted of 9nrty baltt^Uoofi, 9£|ty pieee3 of ea^aon^ 
thirty squadroot of cftYahy, wixa five of huseafs* 
With this lerrce he marehed, at break of day^ into 
the plains of MoUwitz, for the pui^;>ofie of offermg 
battle to Ntoperg.* 

The battle ^mmenced by the Prussians takin|f 
piiBOAers a regiment of guards of Marshal Nenperjif's* 
The army ol the latter vtpon this dislodged rapidly 
from its mi Aersy and formed id order of battle be- 
tween MoUwitz sffid Gronin|en. "Hie Prussian army 
was drawn ont between Hermsdorf and Pampita^ 
After a vigorous carnionade on both'^sides, the Aus* 
trian hussars succeeded in turning the left of the 
King of Prussians army, and pillaged his baggage sA 
P»npit2. The Austrian general of eavalr^, tl^o 
Baron de Romer, who commanded the left wing of 
the imperial army, annoyed by the fire of the Pnio^ 
slans, attacked their right wing without orders. He 
flucceeded in putting their cavwy into disorder, and 
theti penetrated between the two lines of infantry. 
ft was at thi9 moment of the battle that Frederio 
conceived it to be lost ; and^ carried idong by lus 
own flying cavalry, he fled to Oppeln. It Is ev^i 
said that he took refuge in a wtndraiiH, whieh led to 
the bitter remark, i&at the King of Prussia, at the 
battle of MoUwit^, *' had covered himself with glory 
and flour***t Another story is current with regard 
to Hs flights That he was pursued by to Austrian 
hussar, who had very neariv' overtaken him. On a 
sudden the kin? stopped, ntced about, and said t<» 
him, ^ Hussar, if you will leave me now, I will te* 
member it.** The hussar, who recognised the kingi 
Uirned away, toying, ** Be it so ; we will meet again 

♦ OitaMwdfTaHMHi ie IftVtoetAi lUgM dt Fndciie le OmnA.--; 

MVler, TfeblMtn 4m Guerroi de FVedaric le Grend.— Hiflton de man, 
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dler the war ii| over.^* The man, whose name was 
Patu Werner, became afterward alieutenan^ipgeneial 
in the service of Prussia, colonel; 
hussars, and knight of the Black EagU 

Meanwhile the well-directed fire and impel 
discipline of the Prussian infantry had succeede^fin 
repelling the troops of Romer. Th^y retreated 
with great loss, and their commander was killed. 
The . General Berlichingen, who commanded the 
Austrian .right wing, attacked the left wing of the 
Prussians, and obliged it to give wd$, iut the 
Prussians soon rallied; and their infantry, under the 
guidance of Marshal Schwerin, repulsed the ene* 
my*s, and continued to.gain ground. The Austrians 
Yielded, and endeavoured in vain to rally themselves 
behind ^ ravine. Thus the whole line of the Aus^ 
trians was thrown into a state of disorder ; and the 
army was obliged finally to retreat. The victorious 
army passed the night upon the field of battle. The 
loss of the Austrians amounted to near five thousand 
killed and wounded; and nine pieces of cannon and 
fonr e|tandards were taken irom them. The Prus- 
sians had four thousand six hundred killed and 
wounded; among the .former was the Margrave 
Frederic. of Brandenburgh Schwedt, the cousin of 
Frederic. Ten [Princes pf the house of Branden- 
burgh are said to have been present at this en- 
gagement.t 

. Thus concluded the battle of MoUwitz, which was 
the first event that laid the foundations of the great- 
ness of the Prussian poweij^^^his victory was the 
fruit of the admirable discipline and bravery, and the 
supierior tactics, of the Prussian infantry, conducted 
as>it was by the experienced talent of Marshal 
Schwerin, who had been formed in the school of 
Marlborough and Eugene, as well as in that of 
Charles the. Twelfth, and had profited by all their 

* via de Frederie IL 
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leflsons. The aoxietjr of P)rederic n» to the istfw 
of the engagement mvsr have been inleiise ; for he* 
wrote wtn-d, iimnedtately after ft had taken i^ace». 
to the Prince of Airfiait» "I hare neither eaten nor 
slept for two days;" bi tho aceowit he has left us 
of this war, he says very fairly, that the contest in: 
this campaign between Neuperg and himself seemed 
to be which should commit the mpst faults ; and he 
adds, ^ Mollwitz was the school or the king and his 
Iroops. That prince reflected profoundly upon all 
the faults and errors hehad folm.into, and tried to 
correct them for the future."* 

Voltaiiet ^^^ a. lidwiiiiovs stmry of the misto*- 
tme« which happened to Manpertftis dnrii^ the 
battle. He says that he Colfaowed the army, antici»> 
patiog ^^reat adrantages to himeeif bjr so doing, and 
hoping that the long would prorioe hnn with a 
horse* As thia waa nut the case, he bought a jackr 
ass for two ducats ; which, however, wl^ he Hed 
with the king, could, not go f^t enbugh to save him 
from the Austrian hussars, who took him prisoner 
and plundered him.t, The feet was, that Manpertuis 
had followed the king to the battle on horsebaek^ 
and had got up into 91. tree, tying hia horse at the 
bottom of it, in order to see-what was going on at a 
distance* In this posttioh he was seen by a pwtf 
of Austrian hussare, who immediately gafioped up 
to tile place, and» before he- could escape, seizea 
upon him^ mA took from .hini whateves of value ha 
had aboni his person. Lackihr for him, he was- re- 
cognised by the Prince of lichtenateini who had 



* HiflMre de mon Tompi. 

t ,TU».Bnf of Fnmin wnti^t^ wcnit (• VoliaiM of fate ykitiy, 
whteh iht Utter neeived in th» tbeatre tt I4UI^ dnriiif tfae ont repre- 
•eauMUMioritetnifttdy^ttf IfthooMi. H» imI lb* kteg's teittr lo cfe# 
audiMiM hwtiwBMi. Om mu, wMeh. aiiwtonit frMt •iwNnstk ** Ton 
-will oBo," Mid )i«^ u ttat this ptoce of libiUwUi will enson the aueooM 
ofnliie* **Vbii«verres <|tiB e«uo |Moe do MoBwHs Ibto rewrirlt 
BMeiiiMJ*--OQiii|iMiiteU« U^Uxfkffm de« OSaTrw do I'^Qtenr do ta 

t M inwlrai do Voiitlio. 
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known him at PariSf and who. now delivered him 
fxom the hands of his ruthless plunderers. 

Neaperg retired to the right side of the river 
Neisse, and intrenched himself between the town 
of that name and Bilau, while waiting for rein- 
forcements.* 



CHAPTER n. 



OontMoeileM of ibe Battle Of MbMwiii— Britf talmi— Vieirs of the 
SngUali .uidTreDoli Gonrla^Tbe MaralMl de Belleide ASnhumdM 
«c the Diet at Franklbrt~He condadee a Treaty wUb Frederic— Coa" 
tinuation of the Campaip-^Treaty of Pnuala with Bavarla—'nie 
.BaTaTO>Freneh Anny advanees towarda Viemia— Pravne take»— 
Ohnntz capitttlatea to Marabal Schwerin— Elector of Bavaria, elected 
Eniperor— His sabeeaoent Career— Cainpaigh of 1743— Battle of Ciaa- 
laa— Peace concluded— The Fortunea orMaria Tbenaa leriTe— State 
of the diflbrent Foweia at tbia Fedod. 

TkB first enterprise of the PrussianSt after the 
victory of MoUwitz, was the investiture of the town 
of Brieg. To the Marshal Kalkstein was intrusted 
the conduct of the siege ; while the king with a part, 
of his army remained near Mollwitz, in order to 
cover his operations. ,The trenches were opened 
on the 27th of April, and the town capitulated on the 
4th of May. The King of Prussia, in consideration 
of the courageous defence made by the governor 
Piccolomim, granted him the honours of war; but 
the garrison were compelled to enter into an en- 
gagement not to serve against the Prussiansfor the 
space of two years.t 

The victory of the Prussian^ at MoUwitz was re- 
ceived with dissatisfaction at the English court ; but 
at that of France with much joy. It determined the 
government there to take a more active part in the 

' * Grimoard, Tbbleati da la Vie et dv Boina da FM«rio la ClitBd. 
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contest; and^ if possiblei to make use of this oppov- 
tunity to give the finishing blow to the power of the 
house of Austria. With this view the Marshal de 
Belleisle, ambassador from France to the diet of 
election^ which was now holding at Frankfort for 
the purpose of choosing an emperor, was sent ^o the 
camp of Frederic, itis orders were to conclude an 
alliance with that monarch, of which the principal 
articles were to be, the elevation of the Elector of 
Bavaria to the imperial dignity, the division and dis- 
memberment of the provinces of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, and the guarantee, which France was willing 
to promise to the King of Prussia, of Lower Silesia, 
provided he would renounce his claims upon the 
duchies, of Juliers and Berg, and give his vote at the 
diet of election to the Elector of Bavaria. The 
marshal had also pdwer to stipulate that France 
should send twa armies into the empire ; the one to 
the assistance of the Elector of Bavaria, and the 
other into Westphalia, for the puipose of keeping in 
check the banoverians and Saxons.* This treaty, 
though not entirely concluded, was far advanced to- 
wards its completion during the stay of the marshal 
in the Prussian camp. Frederic, as he Informs us 
himself, did not sign it immediately, " because he, 
did not wish to act precipitately in affairs of such 
great consequence ; and was also willing to reserve 
this measure as a last resource.'' He also found 
that the marshal gave way too much to visionary 
schemes in his wi^ to abase the house of Austria. 
'^ He seemed,** says the king, " as if he thought tjijit 
all the territories of the Queen of Hungary were 
already on sale to the highest bidder.^ One day, 
when he was with the king, he seemed more occu- 

gied and absent than usual. Frederic asked him if 
e had heard any had news ? •* None," replied the 
marshal ; " what now embarrasses me, sire, is, that 
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1 cannot settle ivMt ii^ liftfll #o wtdi IMepn^iu*' 
llie kini^-^dTised him to 'CriS^il t(» the tMg <if B9- 
land, and the marsfhaii "was most gtnpefkl for flie 
Btj^estion.* 

The eif^et of the%a>Mle ofMofiivite «ipeii tHie'RiK 
t>f En^and was Hii^^^'^^ttt, fiio^ it <fia«5tdlifiiidflE 
ills hostfffty towards Ms nepliew,M0r ^pfe^iktf )ii9>4A> 
triguing against hhn in Tamras coni^^ it fed Mm to 
take the precaiif^n 'of'-ndt oomnrtttnig aets 0f opm 
TibstiHty. He even ofhfe^^^ «ert«ce»'a» mediator 
lieftween the courts of Bei^ and Vietiim, and wllit 
this view sent to the can^ of Fivdertc Lerd Hyad- 
ford^t as minister 'fftenipii^tentiary from &ngl«itd> aoald 
the ISietir St^hwickelt, in the some capacity from 
Hanover. According to tfhe King -ef raismtPs ae- 
icount, these two negotiators, Ifhou^h coming from 
the same sovereign, had Hsntirel7<d^erent iniftilie- 
tions, and regarded one another'withgreater dis^iit 
^nd dislike than ai^ otlter two 'of the foreign mifi^ 
ters in the camp. The Hanoverian was iniftrtM^tod 
to offfer the neutrtlfity of^is master vpon the oessiiowi 
to his elecftorate of certain territories : while the 
Englishman volanteered the good offices of the ICing 
erif England to engage 1flre Queen of ffungaarf to 
K^de certain princtpalities in Lower 'Silesia. - Wefm* 
While Frnch4 the ISnglish minister in iRnssia, w«b 
doing his utmost to persuade %hat government to 
declare war against l^nfssia,^ow^ich detevminafion 
it was but too much disposed. Tlie successful ne- 
gotiations of Winterfeld with Munich had been ren- 
dered useless in consequence of the intr^ues of the 
tTount de Lj^ar, the ambassador of tiie *lng of Po- 
land. This 'difflomate, having made ah impressimi 

*lliBtOfV<B<4l8inMfr'TMll^ 

t John (C«nttioliMl)JliM Sarlof Hyndlbrd, who^wi* «iB^o]Md4tidft 
wUit reign of Georse the Second in varioiis diplomatic missionA. 

't llio HonounMe '^a^rwd inneh Hattmi, BAb ton of SinM w nmd 
E«rl of Nottingham and sixth Earl of Wlncheiaea. He wao at dillbnM 
Cimea minitter at the ooort of Sweden, at that 4»r Rtia^ at thai of B» 
laftd, at the diet of Raditoi^ gnfi-la'tMM. 
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upon the heart of the grand-dnchess, used his inthk 
enee with her to favour the views of his sovereign; 
who, as has been ahready seen, wai^ in alliance tntb 
the Queen of Hungary. A Russian army was in 
consequence assembled in Livonia, which was des* 
tined to act against Prussia. The declaration of war 
by Sweden against Russia, however, in the first 
place, retarded their operations ; and, subsequently, 
the revolution which took place in the. government 
of the latter country, on the 6th of December in this 
year,* which placed Elizabeth, the second daughter 
of Peter the Great, upon the throne of the czars, 
again changed the politics and dispositions of the 
Russian cabinet. -^ 

In these critical circumstances it became necessary 
for Frederic to attach to himself permanently some 
powerful ally ; and to this he was more particularly 
led by the reports he heard of Danish and Hessian 
troops taken into the pay of the King of England, 
and designed td act, in conjunction with the Saxons, 
against him. He therefore at length signed the 
treaty with France,' stipulating at the same time that 
it should be kept secret till its being known could do 
no injury to the Prussians, or rather till the French 
armies were ready to act in their favour. Frederic 
tells us himself that the secret was kept most reli- 
giously, and that he succeeded in amusmgHyndford 
and Schwickelt with negotiations as long as was ne- 
oessaiy for his purpose. 

During these various negotiations Neuperg's army 
had been reinforced with troops from Hungary, and 
with considerable bodies of the militia of the Aus- 
trian states. The campaign for some time offered 
only the incidents of occasional skirmishes of de* 
tached parties, in which, however, the Prussians had 
ordinarily the advantage. The Prussian army was 
at first encamped near Orotkau, and afterward occu- 
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pi#^ de faeigfatB of Strtifaten ( wUle that of Austria 
n)ut placed itself^ abont three milee offyin an impregw 
naiile camp behind the town of Neifise* Meanwhile 
Neuperg had eatabltahed commioueations with Bres- 
lav 0»f which the independent neutrality hadtbus far 
been nespected)^ in the hope of obtaining possession 
of that impoitant town. The intrigue was cofiducted 
through the means of some Ai]ttnan;Old ladies, resi- 
dent there, and bitter enemies of the Prussian inva- 
sion ; and some of the magistrates of the place were 
also cognizant of it.* 

The King of Prussia was too well served by his 
spies not to be made acquainted with what was goinff 
on, and he determined to anticipate the schemes of 
his enemies. With this .view he upon some pretext 
sent for thoae magistrates of Brealau whom he knew 
to be the most attached to the house of Austria, to 
wait upon him in his camp. He also invited all the 
foreiffn ministers resident at Breslau to attend him, 
in order that their persons might not be exposed to 
any tumult to which the seizing upon the town by 
surprise misht give rise. This done. Marshal Sch we- 
rin marched towards the town with several battalions, 
which, advancing by different roads, reunited in Uie 
suburbs.t He demanded passage through the town 
for a single regiment. While this was entering jd 
one gate, three battafiona and five squadrons coo* 
trived to gain admission at another* The infantry 
immediately took possession of the ramparts, while 
the cavalry cleared the streets. . In less than an hour 
the town was taken oomplete possession of, without 
pillage oi" violence of any kind. The burghers took 
tl^e oath of ailegiaiice to Frederic ; and then Mar^al 
Schwerin returned to the camp, leaving three bat* 
talions, under the command of General Marwitz, to 
garrison the town. The surprise of Neuperg, wben 
no heard of this expeditiaii, was equal to his dinqp* 
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•yo i n tme ii t He €ndMiroured to make up to ttbf <•» 
attempt td getpoasessionef the PrmnaimBagaaiiies 
nt Seitweidaitz, but in this he wad foiled as the 
Icing's vdvaQoed^uaard lurrivied there before him. 

The King of Prussia was now determined upon 
utttempting to make Neupeig retrace his steps* and 
xstiare into Moravia. He therefore advanced against 
iiiffl, and partfy by menades and ^wrtly by negotia- 
itions, induced nim to retreat.* . This happened dui^ 
iing the month of October* It appears that while 
Frederic was preseini^ Nenpeig on every side» Lord 
Hyndford wvs negoiiating between the Austrianii 
nnd Prusaiaoa, and endeayoaring to. bring Reformer 
to reason. I£n vemonstranoes and the present bad 
jitate of their affftirs had so much effect upon the 
eourt of Vienna that they at length consented to cede 
lo Prussia Lower Silesia, the town, of Neisse* and a 
amall portion of Upper Silesia. To these proposi- 
tiims was added an offer that Neuperg should ahan- 
•don 8ileaia« prorided the king would declare, ver- 
ballyi that he would not atten^t anjr thing against 
the Queen of Hungary.f The temptatioatas Frederic 
observes* was not to be resisted ; the ^lemies being 
willing to oontent themselves with a verbal commu- 
nication, which would acquire provinces to the Prua- 
sian soepttre and winter-duarters for the army:, fa- 
jtiffued as It was with eleven months of military 
labours. The kkig iherefone consented to im inter- 
view with NenQSi;g, which took place at Oberschnel- 
lendorf ;^Fredaric was accompanied only by the 
Colonel Ooltz ; with Neuperg were tho General Len- 
Wus mA Lord Hyndford. It was here i^greed that 
the Prussian troops riKndd be allowed to besiege and 
take the town of Neisse, and that they shoi2d not 
lie disturbed in the winter-qu«rters which they should 
he inclified to take possession of, either in Bohemia 
•r Silesia* It was also aizanged that this sort of truoa 

« Grimoard, TiUmh de la Vis et da R«|ne de Fnd«rie to QmaL 
t Biitoirt da JUDO Tampa 
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idiould be kept secret ; and that if it was divul^ bjr 
either paYty, from that moment it should be null and 
void. Immediately after this convention Neuperg 
and his army retired into Moravia ; and the Prussians 
undertook the siege of Neisse, which capitulated on 
the twelfth day. The army then separated for the 
winter ; and a portion marched into Bohemiai under 
the command of Prince Leopold of Anhalt Dessao. 
A few regimejits were employed in the blockade of 
Neisse ; and the rest of the troops, under Marshal 
8chwerin, were established in Upper Silesia. The 
King ofPrussia received the homage of his n^w suU 
Jects at Breslau, and then returned to Berlin. '' He 
began,** as he remarks in his own history of this war, 
** to learn the art of war by means of the faults he 
himself committed.*** 

During this winter the Prussian capital was the 
centre of negotiations. France pressed the' king to 
allow his army to act ; England exhorted him to con* 
elude a peace with Austria ; Spain solicited his alli« 
ance; Denmark his advice how to chanoe sides; 
Sweden requested his assistance ; Russia his good 
offices at Stockholm ; and the Germanic empire, anx- 
ious for peace, made the greatest possible endeavours 
to put ah end to the present troubles.! 

Shortly after the signature of his treaty with 
France, the King of Prussia concluded a similar one 
with the Elector of Bavaria. The result of the two 
was, that in the course of the autumn of this year 
two French armies made their appearance in the em- 
IHre. One of them, under the command of the Mar* 
shal de Mailiebois, took up a position in Westphaltd, 
for the purpose of watching and controlling the 
movements of the Hanoverians; while the other, 
commanded by the Marshal de Broglio, united itself 
with the Bavarians commanded by Minutzi. The 
BavaBO-French troops centered Upper Austria, and 

* HbMoin^DMNiTnuM tJM 
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a4vaiieed te Lialz, and iVom thenee pushed obwuiIb 

till they were within two- days' march of Yieana. 
The Austnan court fled in terrer to Predburg, where 
the Queen of Hqngary attended the diet, then sitting* 
and made a tpuehins speech in Latin to that assem- 
bly ; presentibg to them at the same time her infaflt 
.son, afterward Joseph the Second. ^'^Abandonedv" 
said the weeping Maria Theresa^ ^ by my friends, 
persecuted by my enemies, attacked by my nearest 
telations, 1 hsTe no resource but in your fidelity, 
Tour courage, and your ;firmness: I place in your 
hands the daughter and the son of your kings, who 
look to you for their safety.** The palatines were 
so moved to enthusiasm with these words, that they 
cried out with one accord, ^ liforiamvr pro rege nos- 
tro, Maria Theresill V* Let us die for mir iirigt Maria 
Theresa !* At this moment the Queen of HunfS^ 
ry*s affairs were in so despairing ^. state, that, being 
with child, she wrote to her mother^n^law, the 
Duchess of Lorraine, " I do not know whether a 
single town will remain to me, in which I may be 
brought to bed.** A more favourable era, however* 

soon dawned upon her and her family. __ 

Meanwhile tbef intrigues of ^he French emissaries, 
who thought the Elector of Bavaria would become 
too powerful if he obtained possessionof the Austrian 
capital, induced that prince to abandon his project of 
marching to Vienna. While therefore a portion of 
the French troops, under the command of the Count 
de Segur, was left in Upper Austria, the remamder 
of the allied army turned towards Bohemia, where 
they were joined by a body of Saxons, under the 
command of Count Rutowskv. They took Prague 
by assault on the night of the 95th of November, 
while the Grand-duke of Tuscany, the husband of 
Maria Theresa, was marching to its relief. In Prague 
three thousand prisoners were taken. The Elector 

* Vttlalvt, SI«d« da tosiB XT. 
82 
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of Bavarift hastened there upon hearing of th^ sue* 
oeaa of his arms, was crowned King of Bohemia 
daring the month of December, and received the oath 
of fidelity from the constituted- authorities. But 
while he was thus employed the Austrian General 
KhevenhuUer had driven the Count de Segur out of 
Austria, and had himself entered Bavaria, which 
obliged the Bavarian army to abandon Bohemia, and 
hasten to the defence of their own country. 

In the last days of December, 1741, the Marshal ^ 
Schwerin, who (m spite of the tacit convention, al- 
leady mientioned« which existed between Frederic 
and the Austrians) had made an irruption into Mora- 
Tia, attacked the town of Olmutz, which forthwith 
capitulated. The intention of :the King Of Prussia, 
when he -left his army, was, that by advancing thus 
far during the winter, they might be enabled in th6 
eourse of the ensuing campaign to carry the war to 
the gates of Vienna. 

On the 24th of February, 1743, the Elector of Ba- 
raria was chosen Emperor of Germany by the diet 
assembled at Frankfort ; and this event seemed to 
be the signal for all the misfortunes which iVom this 
moment till the end of his life marked the<;areer of 
this unhappy sovereign. Almost at the moment of 
his election, his general. Marshal Toek-ring, was de- 
feated by the Austrian troops ; and the hereditary 
states of Bavaria became the prey of the victors ;* 
While the new emperor was obliged to take up his 
residence first at Augsburg and subsequently at' 
Fkankfort.*! Bavaria continued to be occupied by 

* Voltaira, Si«el« da Lonti XV.— L'Art d« v«ri Aer Im Dttflt. 
t VoUaWs ** Epiiitanie d« 174S" is vraU knowa. 
** Stuart, chaaa^ par lea Angloia, 

at aonroaaire en Italia; 
Miialaa, ax*rai PoUwaia, 
Fame aa pipe en Auatraaie ; 

YU a tauberge fl» Framconk : 

La ballA raine dea HongraiaL j 

ftYtt4feaeitoBpiiibiiaiiB." ) 
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the Anstriahs, witli the exception of a reiy' short 
interval in 1743, until the end of the year 1744. At 
that time the emperor succeeded in returning to Mn» 
nicih, where he med on the d^h January, 1745J worn 
out with anxiety and chagrin. His career has been 
well and forcibly described by one of our own poets* 
as an exemplification of the vanity and unprofitable- 
ness of all human ambition. 

«'TlM^4ld BavMrlan, hi ft Indkicn hms, 
TrtM tin 4ra«l raanmUs of C«nreM power; 
With unexpected legions burate away, 
kni aees defeiieeleap realnM netitt nia away. 
Shore avvay! Mr Avatria apiiMda tier wtamnM etaraM; 
The queen, the beauty, aeta the world in anna; 
Prom hill to bill the beaoon> raualnK blatf 
Spreads wHo ite taa|)e of plander ond ofpraiae ; 
liie fleroe CrgoHan, «nd the wild hiaaiar, j 

With all the aona of ravage, crowd the war. 
The bafled prtaiee, la homai'a IbMerlng bhMiai 

Sr haaty fieatnaaa, inda the Ihtal doona— 
ia fiMo? deriaion, and hia aubjecta* blame, 
JLnd irteala to death ftom angulidi and itota Aame.** 

The King of Prussia left Bertm on the 18th of 
January, and went to Dresden for the purpose of 
conferring with Augustus the Third, King-of Poland 
and Elector of Saxony, who was become his ally^ 
but who from timidity and incapacity, as well as from 
the treachery of some of his ministers, did not seem 
disposed to take an active part in the contest. I^Ved* 
eric describes pleasantly enough his interview with 
Augustus, in which he endeavoured to explain to him 
the objects of the caunpaign; and particularly dwelt 
upon the manner of obtaining possession of Uie prov- 
ince of Moravia, which, in the division of the spofl, 
was to be added to the Saxon territories. He say8» 
** Augustus answered yes to every thing, with an air 
of being coniinced, joined to a look of great ennuu 
Count Bruhl,t whom this interview displeased, intar- 

* JalUMoa, Vanity or HvmanWiabaa. ; 

t Henry Count Bnihl, for a kmc aeriea of yaara the 0rat mtaiateroT 
ItecMucorDraadaa. Bo «MAaiiBB«r taftitoraUIItiMi,irBik tado- 
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niptod H bf mopaoemg to his nnster Uiai tftt efMin 
was about to comipenee. Ten kingdoma' to.cooquier 
wovdd not ha¥4^ kept the King of PdIsuhI ft mnate 
loiigef » He wejoX ttorefore to the op^ra ; awl Uie 
Kif^ of Prussia obtaioed at oncer aad in apiie of 
t]K»se wbo oppos^ ity a final deci^ion^*^* 

On leaving Dresden, Frederic went to Prftgne; 
and from thenc^ to Glaiz, wbioh bad just been given 
up to the Prassians by the Austrian commandant 
Fontenelle, who, however, still held possession of 
the citadel. From Olatz he proceeded to Olmntz, 
where he found, a part of his own army, as well as 
of the French and Ssaon troops* With these allies 
he concerted an expedition agsiin^t the town of Iglau, 
situated on the borders of Moravia and Bohemia, 
which was in consequence t^k^ possession of by 
the Saxon troops,, wider the c^^mmftttd of Prince 
Thierry of Anhalt Z>essao^ on the ISth of February. 
After this exploit, the French army i«tufned into 
Bohemia; the Saxons marched towards the fron- 
tiers of Hui^^ary } and the Pnifssais advaaeed by 
j^naim tbwaiids Viemia, The Prince Thierry and 
his Saxxins succeeded in^ roptiBg a hf^ body of 
irregular Austrian tro<^, which had been assembled 
in Hungary i while the advanced guard of Frederic 
w^ at the very gatee of Vienna* His intentioD 

|enoe,.a|id fmbowuM prqAutok; |»whkli4V»liUe»be imited tbeWwifll 
•orraptioa, apd Um hMt of betrayinf hi* noavter to wlilchever side of 
l^iMQtii .jwlitiM pAiw! Um Um nam amplftbflbes. lb wa» aoewi- 
tfivm m p«y tt«|t ** pvbHc «IBUi««antod tlMinMlTeson, pravliMane did 
Bot mmMe one^ aeUr »bo«t Uiein.* Sir diaries Hanbnry Williams says^ 
to IMa lalters ftiMto Draadea, **Nai«s as every (bing^ sT ewery kind, lh>m 
Uks l4f)M«t «#Uis of sm£i dawn lo openn and^ltaiiniif . ait. alt in Connt 
Bnihl'jii imnediate e«re, 1 leave yoa to jiwlfe bow bis past is exacvtad. 
m^evpenaea are immwise: be keeps three bandred servants, and aa 

Eybomea. ii«l»Miaal»|««Rireinakadiasieaadaxtraviiganea: he 
»t leojit tdaaeD eaqotnc-asaia, vhave iMls al waya IwUdiog wd «llai^ 
_ bm whidi he never aaes. It is said, and 1 believe It, that he takss 
aMinay teataty ihi»f thaUnf dispaass sT to PM«mI» vrhan* Uiey ft»- 

Joentiy have very treat employmenta te bestow." Coimi Bmhl died to 
763, a few mootha after the wtHik aovaraifB wfeaiah* bad ia4«Bccpir 
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was to follow with all his forces and to attack thdt 
capital; but the daily difficulties he experienced in 
persuading the Saxon generals to act, joined to the 
absence of his French allies, obliged him to abandon 
this design, as well as the siege of*Brunn, which^ 
had been also undertaken. '* The king's expedition,^ 
he observes of himself, ^ failed from many causes* 
Monsieur de -Segur* had allowed himself to be taken 
before succour could be sent to him. M. de Bro- 
glio* was paralytic. BruhPs fears of Mademoiselle 
de Klingt Were greater than his wishes respecting 
Moravia. Augustus the Third would have liked a 
kingdomr but he did not choose to take the trouble 
of conquering it.'^ 

The Saxons ha^ given different signs pf defection, 
and at length, on the 25th of April, their army sepa- 
rated itse& from that of Prussia, and took up its 
quarters near . Leutmeriz. Frederic v^as therefore 
obUged to fall back upon the rest of his army, sta« 
tioned in Bohemia, uiider the comi^and of Leopold 
of Anhatt Dessau, who had advanced to meet him 
as far as Kohigsgratz. On the 17th April, the King 
of Prussia united ;the two portions of his army, and 
encamped himself near Chrudim.^ The En^ish 
government was still employing itself, outwardly at 
^ast, in the Office of mediator between the contend- 
ing parties ; and with this view Lord Hyndford had 
gone to Vienna. But he found that court, whose 
opes had been raised by the evacuation of Moravia* 
and the defection of the Saxons, less tractable than 
it had been during the preceding year. This cir- 
cumstance, having been communicated to the King 
of Prussia, determined him to bring the Austriana 
to a battle, without which he saw that peace was 

* TiM Flrench generate. 

t An Anstriaa emiMtry et f he eoart of Dreaden, wke yrwt employed 
« threaten Bnihl with the ^meovwy of e ^eee df perfidy emunitted hf 
«|im «Rleae he detmehed his master ftrom the Pmssian interaets. 

i Histoire de moo Temps. ^ 

i GrfOMlid, IWdeu de U Vie et da Ragns de Fnderie to Onnd. 
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:iMittpb^expeeMi»rtoptd£ic. EtmogihniwKtBty 

.en^enV'Oqm ta pefaoade the palsied Hanhal A 
firo^ib to Qojm W k&s ateistaiice,^he dejtermiiied «> 
'give batlle with hid Qim fofees ^ooa ; ancU wi^ 
^m view, he inade his army advance as fear as the 
vailage of Qh^onti^ whette he found himself m 
presenoe of Ihe AosliiaiQ anoyt iMider Piince Charles 
pf LorrainQ,'* who had tahea.posseasion of the town 
.of Caaslan^t 

Dwiiiig the night of the IGthot ^Majythe kag, 
with pait of his troops* majrdied to Kuttai^iig; 
hut hearing that the enemy was in movemeKt, he 
jjelurqed forJ^Hrith lo the camp at Chdtiisilx. With 
the dawn of day the Prince of Lorrasne had drawn 
up his army in order of bat^* hefone the Prus- 
sian intveocaments. The Prt&ee of Anhalt estah- 
lUshed ins heavy artillery on a height, and drew out 
his troops with thi» ^eatest firadiptitude* At tins 
mooient the king amved^ and arranged the troops 
he hcoug^ with him in a second line. Thus unitedy 
bis armjr amounted to twenty-four thousand men'; 
while thai of the Austrians consistad of about thir^ 
thousMid. In 1^ c<Mnmenoement of the battle, the 
Prussian oaivaliy anoceeded m turmug the left wing 
of the Austnans, and toew them into disorda. 
Upon seeing Ibis, the King of Prunia brought up 
the tnlhntry of bis right wii^, and eompletol the 
success of that part of his army. The cavalry of 
•the left wing of the Prussians atoocoAMuenoed thi^ 
pari of the eontest with the same good/ fortune ; b«l 



*€1i«lei jaex«aWFriiM*«rLon«lM»7mBferliirtllMr«r: _ 
X>^k• of UMrraiiie and TQtcmy tmi.Envernr of aermwy. He yrmm 
general of aoote ability, ttaongh unable to cope with tbe euperior geniiMi 
«f Prederio. He waa much beloved by his aoldlen, ana alan' by tfia 

Kple of tlie Netherlander whom he f oremed fbr many yearn. He wm 
n in nia, and died in 1780. FrediMrie eaya of him, " He waa brave, 
Ukad by hia Atoopt, w«i povfeeily alaater of the biMinaaa of tba eemmia* 
HHfiat, had {>erbapa loo great a IboUily in veociviag tbe hn^nmlkom 
which hia Oivountaa gave him, and, being (bad of aoeirt tMtoNO|iM% 
iMd tlie rt^utation of aometimea drinking 
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Ibe A^tiia&s; hftviag reWorced tlieir ngbt ynng, 
sallied^ and obliged the Piruesiaas to retire as far as 
Ghotttdtz, where they pillaged- their camp. The 
Austrian infantry advanced at the same time in that 
direetton^ and an obstinate combat commenced. 
The Prussian right wingi already victorious, decided, 
the fkte of the day, 1^ attacking the enemy on the 
flank; while, at the same moment, the General 
Lehwsdd advanced £rom the village of Ghotusitz, at 
liie head of a fresh body of infantry. The Austrians 
gaive way, and taking the route by Czaslau, fled into 
Moravia* • Thus ended the battle of Chotusita, or 
Cza^lao, for it is called by both these names.* The. 
Prussians bad 3500 killed and wounded ; the Aus- 
tvians 6600, besides IdOO taken piisoners, eighteen 
cannons, and two standards.! Frederic is reported^ 
upon this occasion^ to have written to the Kins of 
France,— ^*' Sire, the Prince Charles has attadced 
me, and I have beaten him !^' To his frkiid Jordan 
he wrote the following characteristiG epistle : — 

" Dear Jordaui 
'< I must tell you, as gayhr as I can, that we havo 
ileaten the enemies soundly, and that we are att 
pretty weH after it. Poor Rottemburg is wounded 
u the' breast and in the arm ; but, as it is hoped, 
witiiout danger* Adtea You will be happy, I 
thinks at the good news i send you. My compli- 
alents4o Ce8arion4 

While Frederic wa3 thus driving his enemies be- 
fore him, the French troops, under the command of 
the Marshals de Broglip and de Belleiisi^, obtained 
a considerable advantage, near Sah€, over the divi« 

^'^QHiiMMM.I'BiaUMffda hi Vit eld«aegMde«i«leit»]*GrtBft' 

t MOllOT. Tableau dea OBdrrea de Firednie la Grand. 
1 Keyaerling. 
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fdon of the Austrian army commanded by Prince 
Lobkowitz. This, hoMrever, was shortly after fol- 
lowed by some iU success, which obliged them to 
retreat.* 

The event of the battlQ df Chotusitz had a greater 
effect upon the Austrian^ cabinet than all the pr^ 
vious representations of the mediator Lord Hynd- 
ford. They now showed sincerely a desire to bring 
Ihe war to a conclusion ; in proof of which, they 
sent Lord Hyndford to Breslau with full ^powers for 
that purpose. Frederic, who was dissatisfied with 
his French and Saxon allies, and was determined to 
treat without them, deputed the Count Podeyils to 
meet him. The preliminaries of peace were signed 
by these two plenipotentiaries, at Breslau, on the 
11th of June, 1743. The principal article in them 
was, the cession made by the Queen of Hungary to 
the King of Prussia of Upper and Lower Silesia, 
and of the principality of Glatz ; with the exception 
of' the towns of Troppau and Jeegemdorf, the prin^ 
cip^ity of Teschen, and the chain of high mountains 
situated bejrond the river Oppa. r Trie definitiTe 
treaty was signed at Berlin on tne'^Sth of July. 

"Thus," observes F];ederic^ "Silesia was reunited 
to the dominions of Prussia. Two years ^f war 
sufficed for the conquest of this important province. 
The treasure whicn the late king had left waft 
nearly exhausted ; but it is a cheap purchase, when 
whole provinces are bought for seven or eight mil- 
lions of crowns. The union of circumstances at 
the moment peculiarly favoured this enterprise. 
It was necessary for it that France should allow 
itself to be drawn into the* war ; that Russia should 
be attacked by Sweden; that, from timidity, the 
Hanoverians and Saitons should remain inactive; 
that the successes of the Prussians should be uninter* 
mpted ; and that the King of England, the eneiiiy 

•BMolrtds 
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of Prussia, should become, in spite of himself, the 
instrument of its aggrandizement. What, however, 
contributed the most to this conquest was, an army 
which had been formed for twenty-two years by 
ineans of a discipline admirable in itself, and supe* 
rior to that of the troops of the rest of Europe ; 
generals who were also true patriots; wise and in- 
corruptible ministers; aiifd, finally, a certain good 
fortune, which often accompanies youth, and deserts 
a more advanced age."* 

Saxony acceded to the treaty of Breslau on the 
Sd of September; and •n the 18th of November, 
George the Second, King of England, concluded 
with Frederic the treaty of offensive and defensive 
alliance called the treaty of Westminster, by which 
they mutually guarantied to each other their respec- 
tive possessions in Europe. France, meanwhile^ 
complained that she had been deserted and abandoned 
by Prussia. To this Frederic replied, " That h6 had 
put himself into a course of remedies ; and that he 
advised all others who were sick to do the same.*'f 

It is difficult, on occasions like the one at present 
under consideration, to discover which party is the 
betrayer pr4;he betrayed ; as in these cases it is al- 
most invariably only a race of perfidy between them. 
If we may credit, however, accounts which were 
published at tl^^ time, the original sin of desertion 
rests with th^ French government. They intended 
to treat separately with the court of Vienna, but 
their plsuis were discovered by the Kinff of Prussia, 
who managed, through the mediation of England, to 
forestal them.^ The anecdote is thusrelated : — ^After 
the battle of Chotusitz, Frederic went to see the 
Austrian general Pallant, who had been wounded 
and taken prisoner. In the coirse of conversation 

I 

* Hlatotre de mon Tempt. 

t ** Qu*a s*«toit mis daiw 1m nmedes, et qaPU eooMilkit mx Mrtrit 
BMJhMliw de ae retablir.* 
X GriiiM»rd,Tabl«MidelAVIeetdnB«giMdiBFMarieloGnBd 
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the genend Temrnrkedf &at he, should die oontented 
if he oould reconcile the King of Praissia with the 
Queen of Hungary ;- and he assvred hinit at the same 
time, that if he continued the war^ he would indu«» 
bitably be the dupe of France. Frederic affected in- 
cisduiity^. and asserted that he had in his possession 
the proofs of the contrary. The General Pallaht 
immediately answered) that what he advanced was 
true ; and that he only asked for six days* delay, in 
order to convince the king of this. The general im- 
mediately despatched a courier to Vienna, w'ho re- 
turned after some days ; and he lost no time in ap- 
prixing the king of his arrival. Frederic, upon this^ 
paid another visit to Pallant, who delivered him a. 
lettK-, which he entreated him to read with attention* 
Frederic cast his eyes over it, and saw, wi^ astonish- 
ment^ that it was a letter from the Cardinal Fleury, 
prime minister of IVance,to the Queen of Hungary ; 
m whibh he informed her, that the King of France 
would guaranty to her Silesia and Moravia^ if she 
would give up to die emperor Bohemia and .part oi 
Upper Austria. 

JoVederic requestediof the general to be allowed 
to keeplhe letter fora few days; and the latter con- 
«eBited. ' On his return, to his ownquarters* Frederic 
«aid in the iH^seaice of some of his genersds, " The 
cardinal takes me for a fool, and wants to betray 
tne; but I will try and prevent him." He imme- 
diately-sent orders: to the Count de Podetils to enter 
into negotiations with Lord Hjoidford ; and then 
wrote to the Mar^al de Broglio, to announce hi8> 
victory of Chotu^tz,in the following teims^ — ** I am 
quits with my alli£s,>for'my troopehave just gained 
a oom^te vietory. It now becomes jova duty to- 
profit by this suoces^kwi^ont delays tl^- neglect of. 
whidi you would have to answer for to your allies* 
I pray God that he may keep you alwaya in his heJy 
and ^vroithy protection. fbbubic;^ 

* VWAt«iitetelL 
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The sftyte of t]m letter surprised the two French 
'tnarehajs Brogrlio and Belleisle; and they 'were 
•liurther astonished by the aceotmft of an JSn^lish 
courier, who had been taken prisoner at Prague, and 
who informed them, that, at Vienna, the treatr of 
•peace between the Queen of Hongaiy and the Km|^ 
•of Prussia was considered as nearly settled. This 
InteHigenoe induced the Marshal 4® ^^^isle to go 
forthwith to the canp of Frederic, in order to ascer- 
tain from him the truth or falsehood of these reports^ 
The King of Prussia told the maorshal, fraidcly, thNS 
-state of the case. ^ I believe,^* said he, ** that the 
treaty yon allude to is as good as eonclu^d. I hare 
•preseribed the Conditions of peace to tlie Queen of 
Hungary, and she aecepts them. Havings therefore, 
-«]1 that <I want, I make peace ; and all the worid, in 
<my situation, would do the same. At the same time, 
if I abandon the a^ance of the emperor, I do not^ 
on that account, desert the interests of that prince ; 
Imt the Queen of Hungary, by conceding all I have 
demanded of her, learres me no pretext for oontintt- 
ing the war.**' To this speech the marshal had the 
insolence to reply, ** Is it possible, sire, tibat you caa 
<dare to abandon the best of your idlies, and to dei- 
«ei?e so respectable a monarch as the King of 
France T' Frederic looked at him with an air iiS' iiK 
dignant disdain, and said, while he jfett into his hands 
the cardinal's letter, ^ And y<m, sir, do you dare to 
trilkto me in this manner T BeUeisle read the let»> 
ter, and retired in confusion, secretly cursing the 
cardinal and his conduct. 

Thus ended the attianoe between Pmssia and 
France, in which, as Frederic himself allows, * each 
party wished^to be more cunning than theotherK^* 
The dejfection of the King of Prussia seemed to be 
the signal for the rcTiving fortunes of Maria The« 
resa.' Her troops, under the command of Prince 

* BiitolM d0 noD'TMBps* 
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Charles, of Lorraine, obtained considerable adran* 
tages, and at length succeeded in shutting up the 
two French marshals Within the waUs of Prague. 
In spite of some successful sorties, the French army 
was in a perilous situation, and fainine and its con- 
comitant evils began to make great ravages in it. 
At length, the Marshal de Maillebois and the Count 
de Saxe, sent from France to their assis^ce, ar- 
rived ; and created a diversion, which enabled the 
Marshal de Broglio to escape from Prague ; leaving 
stUl there^ however, Belleisle, at the he ad of twenty- 
four thousand onen.* The latter was again block- 
aded, and want of provisions reduced his army to 
nine thousand ; with whom, eventually, in Decembery 
1742, he made his escape to Egra.f 

Meanwhile, Frederic had returned to Berlin to en- 
joy his successes. He was followed to his capital 
hy the diplomates of different nations, " whose nego- 
tiations," as he himself expresses it, '* never ended.'* 
The English wished to draw the King of Prussia 
into the war which they were about to undertake 
against the French ; the French were anxious to en- 
^ge him in measures which were incompatible with 
the neutrality he had obliged himself to preserve ; 
the emperor solicited his mediation; but the king 
remained unmoved. The longer the war continued, 
the more the house of Austria exhausted its re- 
sources ; and the longer Prussia continued at peace, 
the more she gained strength* The great difficulty 
in this conjuncture was, so to maintain the balance 

* Ortmowti, TUileaii de la Vie el da Rene de FraderJc le Gnmd. 
t Fraderie. In one of his letters to Volture, thus chsracterisss the dU^ 
frTBQt fVeaeh generals :— 

** Que ee BrogUo tosOoars fViyaat, 
ReduJsant ea tronpe en (Vimie ; 
Une Maillebois tot^joors errant, 
Menant promener eon arm6e; 
Que S^gur le capilnleur, ^ 

Et lee autres transis de peur." 

BttpIileineDt vox CEavres postbrnnes de Fredeito n 
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of eotiality between the belligereiil powtftByihaii on* 
Bhotud not gain too much aseendency o^ver the otben 
It was necesssoy to premcnt the emperor from heiag 
dethroned, and the French from bemgdrhran out of 
Crermany.* ^ 

But, aithongh violent measures were interdicted 
to the Prussians by the peace of 'Breslau* they mjght^ 
by their negotiations, obtain the deshred end, as well 
as they cotdd b^ Births; and the ocoasion of doincr 
this presettted itself without dielay. The King of 
En^and had formed a plan of sending. his troofm^ 
which were in Flanders, to the- assistance of the 
Queen of Hungary. This ^tep would hare irreme- 
diably ruined the aff^rs of the emperor and of Franecb 
80 pressing a danger obliged the King of Prussia t* 
employ the strongest representatiovis ; he even went 
SO far as to menace the King, of England with in- 
vading his electorate, if he ventured to send hu 
troops across the Rhine, in order to introduce them 
into the empire without the consent of the Ger- 
manic body. By milder arguments the Dutch a^ 
lowed themselves to be persuaded not to join theiir 
troops to those of the allies of the Queen of Hia- 
ffary ; and the French, having thus some breathinf 
ume afforded to them, were enabled to take measures 
for their own defence. 

The Prussians were not equsdly suceessftil in the 
plan they had formed for the support of the emperol!. 
This project had for its basis the reinlorcement of 
the troops of this prince in Bavaria. The Frencli 
had two reasons for wishing fbr its success; the 
first being, that if they abcmdoned Bavaria, they 
would be obhffed to repass the Rhine, and to think 
only of defending their own territories ; the secondy 
because, having made an emperor,«it was discredita- 
ble for them alierward to abandon, him, and to da- 
liver him up, as it were, tothe meroy of his eneoiteft 

OmdUts dsiiMaTM^C 
T9 
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But their generals had lost their head^, and a terjFor» 
which was beyond the control of reason, guided 
them. In order, in some degree, to make up for 
thisJailure in the French troops, a plan was con- 
certed for forming an association of the circles of 
the empire, which might set on foot a neutral army. 
Under this pretext, the King of Prussia would have 
been able to have joined his forces to those of the 
other Germanic princes, and this army would have 
covered and protected Bavaria. The af^r failed of 
success, through the servile fear which the sove- 
reigns of the empire had of the house of Austria. 
The Queen of Hungarv threatened, the princes trem- 
bled, and the diet would decide nothing. If France 
had supported this project, by soipe sums of money 
distributed judiciously, it would have succeeded.* 

Thus finished the year 1742, the varied events of 
whichwere only the prelude to the war which after- 
ward was carried on with stiil greater violence. 
The French were the only persons who were de- 
sirous for peace. The. King of England, who was 
too much prejudiced with the notion of the weak- 
ness of the government of France, thought that a 
single campaign would be sufficient to overthrow it ; 
while the Queen of Hungary concealed her ambition 
under the pretext of a legitimate defence. Prussia 
endeavoured to profit by the tranquillity she enjoyed, 
to restore her finances. Her resources were ex- 
pended : it became necessary laboriously to collect 
iresb ones ; to perfect what was still defective in the 
receipts of taxes in Silesia ; and to pay the debts of 
the Austrians to the English. The renewal of the 
fortifications, of five towns was at the same time un- 
dertaken — those of Glogau, Brieg, Neisse, Glatz, and 
Cosel. An augmentation of the army to the amount 
of eighteen thousand ^len was also made. These 
measures of course required a great outlay ot 

* Blqloire de numTemp 
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mone]^; and their execution was therefore only to 
be accelerated by rigid economy. The defence of 
Silesia was intrusted to an army of thirty-five thou« 
sand men, who hsid also been themselves the instru- 
ments of the coj^^uest of this provincb. Thus, in- 
stead of the Prussian troops being enervated by ^heir 
tranquillity, the time of peace became for them a 
school of war ; magazines were formed in the towmu 
tlw cavalry acquired dexterity and intelligence ; JH 
dl the differeiit parts of the military establishment 
concurred, with an equal ardour, in the enforcement 
•f a strict discipline, similar to that which, in former 
days, rendered the Romans the conquerors of aU 
nations.* 



CHAPTER III. 

Protpectt of Frederic in 1743— Battle of Dettlnge'n— Dettitate Condition 
of the Emperor— Frederic Improves his Territories, and adds Ost- 
Frise to them— Voltaire at Berlin— His Description of Frederic's LU6 
—His N^otisiions— Negotiations with France and Russia- Alliance 
formed at Franltfort— iWty of Worms— Frederic's Declaratioa 
afainst the Court of Vienna, and Renewal of Hostilities— He enters 
Bohemia, and takes Fraguo— Illneas of Lewis the Fifteenth— Tho 
Pmssians retreat— Frederic's Diflicnities increase- Capture of the 
Garrison of Prague— Results of the Campaign to Frederic— Operattooi 
in Italy— Prince of Lorrain^ defeated. 

At the commencement of the year 1743 the King 
of Prussia's own prospects were in every way pros- 
perous ; and the more 6o, as Voltaire observes, ** be- 
cause all the other powers were suffering.'^ He 
adds, "princes now-a-days ruin themselves by war ; 
Frederic had enriched himself by it."t He had, 
however, the disappointment of seeing the Queen 
of Hungary's forces become every day more sue* 

* Histoire de num Temps. 
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cessfQl. Tbe Btvarian emperor, whose ^leotion he 
had done so much to procure, was driven from all 
Ms territories. The French were obliged by the 
Prince of Lorraine and*the Austrians to retreat with 
ifiscredit to the western bank oiyhe Rhine ; while 
another French army, under th Command of the 
Marshal de Noailles, haiiing^^ under him his nephew 
;^^- .. ,, the Duke de Grammont, and the Count dHarcourt, , 
"* '^'^s beaten by 1;he combined forces of Eng}aiicL 
Haoover, and Austria, on the plains of DettinPtElf 
Bear the Main. . 

This latter event took place Inthe month of June, 
1743. George the Second, King of England, com- 
manded his troops in person, having under him the 
celebrated Lord Stair.* The Austrians were led by 
the Count de Neuperg. The French commenced 
the attack. The king was on horseback, and rode 
forward to reconnoitre the enemy : his horse, fright- 
ened at the cannonading, ran tLvray With his majesty, 
and nearly carried him into the midst of the French 
lines : fortunately, one of his attendants succeeded 
<n stopping him. George then abandoned his hot^, 
and fought on foot at the head of his Hanoverian 
battalions. With his sword drawn, and his body 
placed in the attitude of a fencing-master who is 
about to make a hinge in carte, he continued to ex- 
pose himself without flinching to the enemy^s fire.f 
The Duke of Cumberland dfstinguished himself at 
the head of the guards, and gave proofs, not only of 
that valour which has never been contested to him, 

* John (Dalrymple) seeonil EiM of Stair, tern Ally 90lh» IfTS, died 
If ay 9ch, 1747, after tiavinf dUad variona ofBoea, both ei?il and raUitaiT, 
with mdic and ability. He waa trained to war under the Duke of 
If arlborouf h, wboae politica he alao eeponaed. It ia to him that Lewis 
tte Fourteenth ia repotted to haTo aaid, when in the year 1714 Lofd 
0cair waa reproaching hira with the woika undertaken in the eanal of 
Ifardick contrary tothe atipulationa of the treaty of Utrecht, ** Monaieor 
rAmhaaaadenr, J^ to^jonra €t^ la nwltre cbec moi, quelqndbia ohM lea 
tatrea ; ne m'en fhitea paa aouvenir.** The ambaMador* however, not- 
withstanding thia apeaeh, obliged the king to diacantinne Ua proeeediiJigs. 

t Hiatoin de mon Tegotipa. 
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but ako of a degree of hnmanity which waus not 
always sppposed to belong to his character. Though 
wounded, he would not allow his wound to be 
dressed till the surgeon had first attended to a 
. French prisoner, who had sufiered more- severely 
than himself, saying, ^ I insist upon your attending 
first to this officer ; he is in'a worse state than 1 am, 
and he might chance not to be able to get assistance, 
which will not happen to me.'**. 

The Parisians called this day *^the day of the 
broken batons ;''t because Grammont and Haicourt 
had both urged the attack of the English, hoping 
each to gain thereby the baton of a marshal of 
France. After this disaster, the Marshal de Noailles 
went to see the Emperor Charles the Seventh, whom 
he found at Frankfort, overwhelmed with disappoint^ 
ment, without territories, without hope, and not 
possessed even of sufficient resources for the sub- 
sistence of his family. He gave him a letter of 
credit for forty thousand crowns, which was thank* 
fully received. To such a degree of destitution was 
the majesty of the Roman enwire reduced !| 

Frederic, in his History of nis own Time, remarks 
with great frankness, — ^* The victory of Dettingen 
by no means gave so much pleasure to the King of 
Prussia as it had done to the King of England.''^ 
He then proceeds to eiq[>lain in detail the fears he 
entertained lest the ill-success of their arms might 
tempt the French ittvernment— which was become 
weaker than ev^Bice the death of Fleury||-^to 
abandon entirdivlB cause, of the emperor. The 
conclusion of the ten^aign ara^ however, some- 

* Voltaire, Sidcle im JmOm XV. 
' '*Uioara|f daibtioniimNUi." 
Voltains nio dft Mi« XV. 
Histoira^Bsn ttep*. 

llie Ca^K Fleary died at the i|« of 90, January SOtb, 174IL 
** leaving th»^B|^ of the war, of the marine, of the flnancee, and 
«r politico gen^py, in a state of crisis which impaiired the,0Xf(ttl of hii 
niaistryt bnt o^Uie tranquillity of his miiid.'*— Vo(iair«. * " 
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what more isvaorabike to the arms of Plrance than 
'the earlier part of ithad be^i. The desisie of the 
English and Auatrians, after the battle of X>ettingeD, 
were to penetrate into Lorraine, and from thence 
into France. With this view it was determined that 
the King of finglaad should pass the Rhine at 
Mayence, and then march into Alsace; while the 
Prince of Lorndne was to cross the same river at 
Bile, take possession of Lorraine, and then place his 
yictorious troops in winter quarters in Burgundy and 
Champagne*. Geoiige paased the Rhine without 
difficulty, and proceeded towards Worms; but the 
Prince of Lorraine was not so foxtunate. Having 
«ent a portion of Ms army across the river, and also 
taken possession oi an island in the middle of it, he 
was subsequently diS^B from bo^ these posts; and 
retired into the Brii^tt, v^ere he remaiiied inactive 
durii^ the rest of ^e yoaar. 

Meanwhile negotiations and intrigues of various 
kinds co|nmeno^ at the Bx^lish camp at Worms. 
It is difficult at likis distance of tiihe, and indeed un* 
interestinsp, to trace these in their different ramifica- 
tioiEfcs and oearings ; and to ^^netrate what Frederic 
fio properly caUs ^^the abyss of bad ful^'^ which 
was their result Stiftl a short sketch of the pio^ 
ceedings of the <lifferent powers is neceesaiy, to SB 
up l^e history of the year 174S. The princi]pel 
event of the negotiations of this period was the ac* 
cession^ of Holland to the< aBiH^ of Enriand and 
Austria. This was brought abj[ByliOvdCarteret,f 



(aBiHK^i 
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t John Lord OarteaiHnerward Earl of Granville, bora 1090, died 
1763. Horace Walpoleipiudea||tai in the list of tbe onlyjhe grwt 
men he ever knew. ThMiiMBcK, however, be elearly did not merit ; 
though, as Lotd^Cfaeeterfield obserfes, ^he badjMNtpipli, and a mast 
uncommon share of learning for a man of 'tVmT'^ wmftm oneof iha 
beat speakers in the Houae of Lords, bothfta^ic«ec{«tt||k7 and arga- 
mentative i^."— **Id bnaine* he was bold, enterpiSg, and oTer- 
baaaing. He bmi boan brad vp in high nnenarebieal, tJflk lyrannfaal 
pincdnjaa^f gDiieciiiBaiil,^ii^ieh his ardent and imperlfllteaiper nada 
bim flEMk «bn» iba Mly fHiaMt aad. praciicabie asEa.'^xiI* 
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who at this time held the office ofsecretarjof state 
in the EapU^h cabinet, and had in that capacity 
attended |^on his hiaster dming' the campaign. The 
States Qieneral, in consequence of certain stipulations 
in their treaty, sent a i*einforcement of 14,000 men to 
the camp at Worms. , ^ 

Lord Carteret was equally snceessM in prevent- 
ing an alliance which was preparing between Charles 
Emmanuei> King of Sardinia, and the court of 
France; and in persuading that 'prince instead to 
conclude one with his master and the Queen of 
Hungary. The price of the King of Sardinia's 
friendship was a portion of the Italian territories 
of the House of Austria. The French government 
was furious at the unfavourable result of their ne* 

fotiations with Charies Emmanuel ; and a body of 
'rench troops was in consequence sent to join the' 
Spanish army in the neighbourhood of Grenoa, com- 
manded b^ the Marquis de la Mina,under the Infant 
Don Philip. ThesiB forces, when united, made an 
attempt to penetrate through the passages of the 
mountains into Piedmont ; but were repulsed with 
loss, and were finally obliged to retire into Dauphiny. 

At the court of Petersburg the intrigues of the 
contending parties were if possible more active than 
in any other part of Europe. The Marquis de la 
Chetardie, the French envoy Mardefeld — who ap- 
peared in the same capacity for the King of Prussia — 
and the Marquis Botta, sent by the court of Viennaf 
severally endeavoured to win the Czarina Elizabeth 
and her ministers to take pari; with their respective 
sovereigns. No decisive result was, howeVer, ob- 
tained by any of them. 

Frederic, as he mforms us himself^ did not l^stfff 
the task of negotiating entirely to his ministers «nd 
ambassadors, but sometimes undertook that offlce 

neither Ul-natand nor Tindiodve, and had a great eontenipt fbr money 
Ue ideas were all above h. In social lift he was an agveable, good 
kvwHirad, and instroetlTo oompanioa ; vgnatlMft entrntelng taUur * 
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jn his owti person. ** In the peace which Prussia 
at present enjoyed,'' observes he, " two interesting 
objects were always present to the mind o^ts sove- 
reign, — the support of the emperor, and a genera] 
peace. With regard to the emperor, as France had 
abandoned him, the only means that remained of 
supporting him was by the formation of a league of 
the, German princes, who would raise the standard 
in defence of their chief. Those sentiments and 
views had already been attempted to be suggested 
to these sovereigns, ,but in vain. The King of 
Prussia, who was anxious by new efforts to lead 
them to what their interest and their glory equally 
demanded, undertook to open the matter to them in 
person. Under pretext of i)aying a visit to his sis- 
ters, the Margravines of Bareith and Anspach, he 
made a journey in the empire, and pushed on as far 
as Hohen-Oettingen, feigning a curiosity to see the 
remains of the Bavarian army ; but really with a 
view of deliberating with, the Marshal SeckendOrff 
upon the means to be taken to assist the emperor. 
All .the attempts however that could be made, all 
the representations that could be brought forward, 
and all the reasons that could be urged, proved 
equally fruitless. The enthusiasts in favour of the 
house of Austria were willing to sacrifice themselves 
for her ; while those who were attached to the em- 
peror were so intimidated by the reverses which 
had overwhelmed that prince, that they thought they 
were certain to lose their territories the moment 
they decided to assist him.*** 

The ill fortune which attended Frederic in his ne- 
gotiations in favour of the emperor did not, however, 
extend to the improvements he was also employing 
himself in with regard to the internal state of his 
own kingdom. In the course of this year,t the 
great canal of Plauen, which shortens the comffia- 

* BiftoindomoBTempt. f 17M> 
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nteation between the Elbe and the Oder, was made. 
The harbour of Stettin was dug, and the canalofthe 
Swine rendered navigable. Establishments for man* 
ufacturing silk were instituted ; while the culture of 
the silkworm became a source of increasing wealth 
to the inhabitants of the country. The academy 
of sciences was refounded; and received among its 
members many iUustrious-names ; while Maupiertuis, 
tiien, just returned from hi9 celebrated admeasure- 
ment of the earth, in his journey to the polar circle, 
and at the height of his replutation, became its first 
president.! • Nor were these various ameliorations 
carried on without the personal inspection of Fred- 
eric. Wherever improvements or changes were to be 
made, the king was sure to be present ; and all his 
leisure was, in fact, occupied in tours to the^different 
parts of his dominions ; in which he inquired into 
the different wants of his peojde, and devised means 
for their relief; encouraged public works already 
commenced, and planned fresh ones. 

During this interval of peace, an important ad- 
dition to his territories devolved upon Frederic;-— 
namely, the dochy of Ost-Frfse, which fell to him 
by agreement in consequence of the extmction of 
the reignjng family. The last Duke of Ost-Frise 
died May 25th, 1744 ; and the K\ng of Prussia imme- 
diately sent a detachment of the garrison of Wesel 
to take possession of his territories, in spite of the 
remonstrances of the King of England, as Duke of 
Brunswick-Lunenburg, and of the Count of Wied ; 
who also both of them laid claim to the succession. 
The rights of Frederic to this duchy were, however, 
mcontes table, as they rested upon a treaty of suc- 
cession made in due form in the year 1694, and 
sanctioned by the emperor Leopold. As soon as 
Frederic had obtained possession of Ost-Frise, he 
proceeded to ameliorate the condition of the inhabit- 

* Bistoin d0 moil Tn m 
Vol. L— U 
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ants ;. and obliged the Diilcliy who^ ki cooaequ^MSa 
of their adrances of money to tiie aovereigns of thi 
oonntry, had held ganisons in the towns, of Emdea 
afkfed Leerort fbr ab^6 a hundred years^ to withdraw 
their troops upon promise, of payment,* 

During tilts year Frederic married hta next brother 
the prince Augustus William^ to Louisa Amelia Prin* 
cess of Brun^Krick, the sister of his own qvteen^-^ 
This marriage was so far an important event, aa it 
produced mi heir to the crown. On the d5th of Sep* 
tember, 1744, a' boy was born, wiio became in too 
sequel King of Prussia, by the name of Fredecie 
William the Seconds 

At the end of the year 1748 Voltaijre arrived at 
Berlin^ Has visit to tiiSat capital was to a certaia 
extent -connected with politics, inasmuch as he wa» 
charged with the mission of sounding the Kui^ of 
Prussia, and of finding out whether he was inchned 
to unite again with France against the house of Aus^ 
tria. This information, it was thought,'his intimacy 
with that monarch would make him more likely to 
obtain than any one else. Frederic mentions the 
diplomatic powers of TcHtaire In wiigK^iny terma :««*' 
*' As he had tome protectors at Versailles, he thought 
that that was a sufficient reason for giving himself 
the airs of a negDtiato]\ His briHiaat imagination 
ran riot in the vast field ofpolitics. He brougiit no 
credentials with hifn^andhis misaou1)ecame a fa^tcer 
anda mere pleasantry.'^ But though the King of 
Prussia treaht the di]flomacT of Voltaire thus lightly^ 
his ansdety to see the diplomate hfansdlf at Berlm 
was great. This we may judse of from the follow- 
ing letter, whicii he wrote to him when his leaving 
France was frst in question* 

^ France has tiiUB fur been considered as the aqr* 
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Imn of QBlbrtiittate mon^irchs^ I wish that my. c^ii* 
tal should become the teni|ie of great men. Come 
ta it. thent mv dear YoItaire,>and gire whatever or- 
ders can tend to render a residence in it agreeable 
to you. My wish is to pliease you, and wishing thiSf 
ray intention is to Miter entirely into your views. 

** Chooee whatever apartment or house you like i 
regiriate yourself idl that you want, either for the 
comfort or luxury of life ; make your arrauigements 
in such a way, that you may be happy and comfort- 
able ; and leave . it to me to -provide f6r the rest. 
You willbealways entirelyfree, and master to choose 
your own way of life ; my only pretension is to en 
chain you by friendship and kmdaess. 

^You will have paissports for the po8t«horseSi 
and whatever else you may ask. , I hope to see you 
on Wednesday; and I shsdl then profit by the few 
mosoents of leisfire which remain to me, to enlightan 
myself with the blase of your powerful genius. I 
entreat you to beijev e I shall always* be the same 
towards you. Adieu."* 

▼oltaire^ afwn account of his Journey to Berlin, 
and its causes, are very detailed. The extreme' ill- 
will he bore to the King of Prussia at the time he 
wrote it, ought to make us very cautious of believ- 
li^ his facts when he speaks of that monarch ; but 
many of the circumstances related in it, he could 
have had na reason for falsifying, or colouring too 
highly; and they are therefore extremely curious; 
whtte, coming as they do from the pen of so agree- 
atAs a writer, they cannot fail to be enlertauiing. 
* The public aflfain of France," si^s he, ^ continued 
in as bad a state after the death of the Cardinal de 
Fieury as during the last two years of his adminis- 
tration. The house of Austria rose again frofn its 
ashes* France was cruelly pressed upon by that 

* Bnpplanieiit wa (Burttn posttniraes d« FnMc Q. 
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power, and by England, No other resource re- 
mained to us but the chance of refining the iCinff 
of Prussia, who^ having drawn us into the war, hga- 
abandoned us as soon as it was convenient to him 
so to do. It was thought advisable, under these cir- 
cumstances, that I should be sent to that monarch, 
in order to sound his intentions, and to see if he 
could not be persuaded to avert the storm, which 
would be sure, sooner or later, to fall from Vienna 
upon him, after it had first fallen on us ; ai^d also, 
if he could not lend us for the moment a hundred 
thousand men; and by so doing, the better secure 
to himself the possession of Silesia. 

*' This idea^ame from M. de Richelieu and Madame 
de Ohateaurouz : the king adopted it ; and M. Ame> 
lot, the minister, for foreign affairs, was charged to 
hasten my ^ipparture^ A pretext, however, was ne- 
cessary. I took that of my quarrel with the ex-bishop 
of Mire[)oix.* The king approved of this expedient* 
1 wrote'in consequence to the King of Prussia, that I 
could no longer endure the persecutions of this 
Theatinff ?iiiA that I should take refuge under the 
protection of a philosophical soverei^i, far from 
the disputes of this bigot. As this prelate was ac- 
customed to sign, VancX eveq. dcMirepoix, and as 
his handwriting was sufficiently illegible, we were 
accustomed to read Vane de Mirepoix, instead of 
Vancien. This was a fertile subject for jokes ; and 
never was negotiation more gay. The King of 
Prussia, who was never backward, when it was « 
question of laughing at monks and prelates of Hie 
court, answered me with a deluge of sarcasms upon 
the Ane de Mirepoix, and entreated me to come to 
him. I took great care to show my letters and his 



* Thia quarrel bad its orifin in the bisbop'e having persuaded tha 
king to reAiw bis approvaf of the election of Voltaire to the |riaoe in tht 
Vtench Academy vacant by the deatb of the Cardinal de Flevry. Tbi 
Mahop held the office of ** Ministre de la Feaille des Beneflees." 

The bishop had been a monkof the order called ** Tkt9ltm» * 

Fbrmtftoi. 
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SBswers. The bishop was inform^ of this, ^e 
went to compisin of me to Lewis the Fifteenth; 
becaqse, as he Baid» I made him , pass for a fool at 
foreign courts. The king answeied him, that it was 
t thi^ agreed upon, and that he m«st not mind it. 
This an»«i^er of .Lewis, which was not< in his char- 
acter, always struek me as ex,traordinary. For my- 
self, I had th^ pleasure^ at the same time, to revenge 
myself upon a hishop who ha^ eitcluded me from 
the academy; to make a yerr agreeable journey ; and 
to put myself ia the way of being of service to the 
king and the state. 

" When I arrived at Bet liOy the king lodged me in 
his palace, as he had done in my former journeys. 
He then led- the same sort of life which he had 
always done since h# eame to the thrQne. This 
way of life merits some detail to be bestowed 
upon it. He rose at &vfil^ in summer,, and six in 
winter. If yon wish to know the royal ccBemonies 
of his leveTf in what consisted the great and little 
entries, what were the fnoctions of his great slmo- 
ner, of his great efaamberlaia, of his first gentleman 
of the bedchamber, of his pafes ; I will tell you in 
reply, that a single footman came to light his fire^ 
to dress, and to shave him ; indeed, he dressed him- 
self almost without way assistance. His bedroom 
was a handsome one : a rich balustrade, made of 
silver, and ornamented with well-executed Cupids 
of the same metaU seemed to guard a bed of which 
the curtains were seen. But behind the cnrtains» 
instead of a bed, there was a library ; and as (or the 
king*8 bed, it was a wretched truckle bed, with a 
littfe mattress, placed in the comer of tho room be- 
hioA a screen. Marcus Anrelius and Julian, his 
isvourite heroes, and the greatest oMn among the 
stoics, wore not wersf lodged. 

* As w« hav« iMii befortfFrederio rowat frinr; but Voltalit oavar 
It|trd6d i&ennwj In dettito. 
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»** The king'd prime ndnUter now arrived by tlie 
back stairs, witn a great mass of papers under his 
arm. This prime minister was a elerk, who lodgfed 
on the second floor in the house of Federsdorf, the 
soldier who was become valet de-chambre and 
favourite, having formerly served the king when he 
was prisoner at Oustrin. The secretaries of state 
sent all their despatchies to this clerk,* who made 
extracts from them. The king had the answer 
written on the margin, in a very few words. All 
the affairs of the kingdom were thus gone through 
in a short time. The secretaries of state, or the 
other ministers, had Very seldom audiences of the 
king ; there were some of them, indeed, to whom 
he had never s^^oken. The king his father had 
established such regiilarity in the finances, every 
thing was done with such militanr exactness, and 
the obedience to orders was so nmimited, that four 
hundred leagues of country were governed like the 
estate of an abbey. 

"About eleven o'clock the king, in boots, re- 
viewed, in his garden, his regiment of guards ; and 
at the same hour all the .colonels did the same in all 
the provinces. After the parade came the dinner. 
The princes his brothers, the general officers, $hd 
one or two of his chamberlains partook of his din- 
ner ; which was as good as it could be, in a country 
where there is no game, and no tolerable butcher's 
meat, and where all the flour is obliged to be brought 
from Magdeburg. 

*^ After dinner the king retired alone into his 
cabinet, and made verses till fiveor six o'clock. At 
that hour a young man,' named D'Arget, who had 
been secretary to Valori, the French envoy, came 
tuid read to him. A concert commenced at seven, 
in which the king performed on the flute as well as- 
the best professional musician. The pieces of 

* This penoo, whom Voltaire ealli a clerk, wai tbe chief or ftTonxfta 
■ewo t iry; 
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inusic executed were also often of the king's com- 
position, for there was no art he did not cultivate ; 
and he would not, among the Greeks, have under- 
gone the mortification -which befell Epaminbndasy 
of confessing that he did not understand music."* 
Voltaire concludes his account of the King of Prus- 
aia's day with an account of his suppers, which is 
rather too scandalous for quotation. 

Aa.a contrast to the simplicity of Frederic's ordi- 
nary life» Voltaire gives a magnificent account of his 
splendour on state occasions. 

" When tlie king went to Berlin," says he, **he 
exhibited a great magnificence, on the days of public 
ceremonies. It was a fine spectacle for vain men, 
that is, for almost the whole world, to see him at table, 
surrounded bv twenty princes of the empire, served 
on the most beautiful gold plate in Europe, and at- 
tended by thirty handsome pages, and as maiiy 
young Heyducs, superbly dressed, and. carrying 
great dishes of massive gold. Upon these occa- 
sions, and upon these alone, the great officers of the 
crown appeared. After these banquets, the court 
attended the opera in the great theatre, three hun- 
dred feet long, built by one of Frederic's chamber- 
lains, named Knobelsdorf, withotit the assistance 
of an architect. The most admirable singers and 
the best dancers were at this time in the pay of the 

King of Prussia.'*t 

Voltaire had evidently a very different idea of his 
di[Aomatic powers, and of their success, from that 
entertained by Frederic. He dwells upon his nego- 
tiation and its results with much complacency. ** In 
the midst of f§tes, operas, and suppers, my secret 
negotiation advancea. The king allowea me to 
speak to him upon all subjects ; and I often inter- 
mingled questions respecting France and Austria, 
in conversations relating to the JSneid or livy. The 

*'lllBi|aiNip«BrMrvir*I«yi«deVolltin. t JMl 
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di«iM8stoB tomefiinos ^ras Teiy aniiiiatedr the koif 
became excited, and then told me, that a& kmg a« 
the court of France continued to knock /at every 
door in order to obtain peace, he woold nerer go to 
war in their fayoiir. I sent him, from my room to 
U» apartment, my jrel^etions npon the sobjectt 
written upon one side of »aheet of papmr. He an^ 
swered my bold vemarka on the^ other side. I have 
atiU l^ia.doemiidnt by me, in which I said to him, 
^ Can yon doubt that the house of Austria will re* 
demand Silesia from you upon the first o^|)ortnnity V 
lSi» answer, written inliie margin -to thia question* 
was, 

^ Hfl soTMit neOf Bffftli 
▲ la fkMB de bvtaul, moQ sml ? 

This negotiation, of an entirely new kind, concluded 
by an haranfirue from the King of Prussia, iii one 
of his moments of irritation, against his iiar undep 
the King' of England.. These two sovereigns die» 
liked one another. The King of Pruesia used to 
say, * George is the uncle of Fredeno ; but Geo«g» 
is not the uncle of the King of Prussia.' M tengm 
he said to me, <Let France declare war against 
(England, and / will tearch.' Thie was all I desired^ 
I returned as quickly as possible to the court of 
France ; and gave an accoual of my journey. I 
gave them the same hopes which I had myself beeft 
bd to entertain at Berlin, and which did not prove 
delusive. The fottowing spring the King of Prussia 
made a IVesh treaty with the King of France. He 
adTanced into Bohemia wHh 100,000 meUi while the 
A.ustrtana were in Alsatia*" 

Voltahre left Berlin during the month of April» 
1744» fully persuaded that the wair which was eboul 
to eommenee in Eurc^pe was the fhiit of his in 
tiigues. It wo«dd» however, eff^ar, Uiat the real 
cause of the renewal of hostilities was, the suspi- 
cions Mtertained hgr Fredeiie of th» raamilgr of nia 
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E resent allies. The King of England was, always 
is secret enemy ; and the Queen oif Hungary was 
obviously so, from the nature of circomstances. He 
had been informed^ that in the correspondence be- 
tween these two sovereigns, Maria Theresa had 
complained of the cession of Siksia, which she had 
been compelled to make. To this George had an^ 
swered, ** Madam, that which is good to take is 
^od also to be retaken.*'* He also discovered, that 
it was the intention of England and Austria to force 
France to make peace without stipulating for any 
guarantee of Silesia.t The court of Saxony had 
als>> been induced to join thelse confederates ; and the 
consequence was an alliance, of which on6 of the 
secret articles was, th^ guarantee to Maria Theresa 
of all the territories to which she was entitled by 
various former treaties, including of course the 
province of Silesia. 

The King of Prussia determined to make this 
clause of the treaty the ground of war; but before 
he proceeded to hostilities it became necessary to 
strengthen his communications with France. With' 
this view he sent the Count de Rottenbourg to the 
court of Versailles. Through him Frederic de* 
manded that the French army on the Rhine should 
pass that river, and endeavour to regain possession 
of Bavaria ; while in Italy the French and Spaniards 
should attack the Austrian and Sardinian dominions, 
and their fleets contend with those of England* 
Meanwhile he himself promised' to invade Bohemia^ 
and to occupy the Austrians as^much as possible in 
that part of their territories. 

These preliminaries agreed upon, no further nego- 
tiations were necessary, except with Russia^always 
the most dangerous neighbour to the house of Bran« 
denburgh. T%e present neutrality of that power was 
acquir^ by the marriage of the Princess of Anhalt 

* «SiadaiiM, ee qol Ml boD 4 prendre est boa A rendre.* 
t HMoira de noa Tempt. 
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Zerbst, afterwar^l the too celebrated Empfess Cathe- 
rine, with tiie Grand^-duke Peter of Russia, die 
nephew of the Empress Elizabeth, .and her heir. 
The father of the young princess was a lleld-mar« 
i^al ia the service of Prussia, ia which country she 
herself had been brotight up. Her mother was a 
princess of Holstein, and sis^r of the Prince Adoi- 
phus Frederic of Holstein Eutin, who was to be the 
successor to the throne of Sweden. In order to 
make the alliance of family friandsh^ as strict as 
possible, Frederic, about the same time« married his 
sister Ulrica to the future King of Sweden. She 
thus became s^unt to the neW' grandrduchess ; and 
Frederic Mattered himself that this doid^Je umon 
would ensure the friendship and eo-operation of 
Russia.* But the ties, of consanguiniiy in soy^ 
rei^nst are never strong enough to weigh in the scale 
against political interests or prejudices^ 

Thus prepared for war, the Kiiig of Pruseia signed 
his treaty with France on the &th of April ; and o« 
the 27th of May a m(Mre extended alJ^nce was 
formed at Frankfort between the King of Fra&os^ 
the emperor,.the King of Prussia, the Elector Pala^ 
tinC; and the King of Sweden* in InB quality of 
Lan(%rave of Hesse.f 

On the other hand, the King of England, the 
Queen of Hungary, and the King o£ Sardinia, to 
whom wete afterward added Holland and Saxony, 
had signed the treaty at Worms» which. has since 
home the name of the triple alliaocct This vad(m. 
was ea^tensihly directed agailist the emperor ; bnt, ia 
reality, was much more so against tb» King of 
PrussiiU 

The Kings oi Prussia and Franee ptepaied to exs* 
cute the stipulations thev had entered into, by putting 
themselves at the head of their nespectiva armies* 
The former puhhsked, previously, a aovt of declaifti 

* Hi«loire de mm Tmnpa. f Tl« de FfBdeite IE. 

t Gdmofwd, TaUeau dela Vie etda RegM d» fMartolt 
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iSati^ in wfatcli he^alleged as his reason for gom^ t<:> 
war, the necessity to appease tlie troubles of th<! 
empire, to re-establish order and tninquiSity in it, 
and to restore its laws to their ftill force. He re« 

Eroached the (iueen of Hung^ary with tiie cruelties 
e^' troops had committed in the hereditary do^ 
■linions of the emperor, and with her whc^e con- 
duct to that unfortunate prmce ; accused her of the 
design of destroying tiie Germanic liberties; and of 
«i»vtinuing the plan, pursued by the house of Austria 
for above a pentory; for reducing the princes of 
the empire to a state of slavery^ In support of these 
assertknis, he referred to the conduct of the court- 
of Vienna for the last two years. After detailing 
other griefs of a less irapoitant nature, he concluded 
by stating, that he asked for noUitng lor himself; 
and tluA ne only had recourse to arms for the pur- 
pose of restoring to the empire of Germany its lib- 
eity, to the emperor his dignity, and to Europe re* 
pose.^ This manifesto was communicated to the 
foreign ministers resident at Berlin on the lOth of 
Amgust; and<mt^e 13th the king, accompanied by 
his brothen^, the hereditary prince said Prinpe Henry, 
le^ his capttal to jmn his troops ; ** while th^ court 
of I>resden mnrmured ; that of 'Warsaw was fu* 
rkMis ; that of London saw it had been overreached ; 
i^ that of Vienna began to be frightened.^f 

The ProBsifm army, consisting of 70,000 men, was 
divided into three columns. The first, conducted by 
the king himself, marched through Saxony; the 
second, under the orders of Prince Leopold of An- 
halt Dessau, took its course through Lnsatia; while 
, the third, commanded by Marshal Schwerin, passed 
through Silesia. Hiey thus all entered Bohemia by 
different ways, but reunited on the 4th of September 
before the gates of the cit3r of Prague.^ Frederic 
^em^ned to invest this important town, and in 

* Vie da Fradorio H. T ttatoiire de men TenuMk 

t GftaMwd^ TablcMidft laVli ct dn Regnede Frederic le Grudl 
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consequence the trenches were openea on the 10th 
of September. On the l^th the Margrave William 
of Brandenburgh was killed in the trencher by a 
cannon ball.*. On the 16th the Baron de Harsch, 
the governor, surrendered the place, and with it a 
garrison ponsisting of 18,000 men.! 

The King of Prussia placed a sufficient garrison 
in Prague, and. obliged the inhabitants to take the 
oath of allegiance to the, emperor.} The conse- 
quence of this success was^ that the Prussian troops 
spread themselves through Bohemia, and took pos- 
session of the towns of Tabor^ Budweis, and Frauen- 
burg.^ But while these uninterrupted advantages ia 
Bohemia promised the most briUiant conclusion to 
the campaign, circumstances, which could not have 
been foreseen, had arisen in other quarters, whichi 
before long, entirely changed the face of affairs. , 

Lewis the Fifteenth was preparing, as has been 
before stated, to imitate his brother of Prussia, and 
put himself at the head of his army on the Rhine. 
His mistress, the Duchess de Chateauroux, encou- 
raged this martial ardour in the breast of her royal 
lover; and his natural indolence was overcome, 
partly by her encouragements, and partly by an un- 
defined sort of jealousy of the exploits of Frederic* 
The King of France hail alrea<^ been present at the 
taking of several towns in the Low Countries, when 
he heard of the successes of the Austrian army under 
the comtnand of Prince Charles of Lorraine ; which 
had passed the Rhine, and spread terror through 
Alsace and Lorraine. He immediately proceeded 
with a reinforcement of 40,000 men to Metz, where 

* MaUer, Tableia des Gnerret de Frederie le Grand. 

JM^moirM de Frederie Baron de TrendL 
This circumstance would lead ns to beliere In tbe exialeHee oftbm 
■ecret article in the treaty of Frank/brt, in fkToar of the elalnw of Ilia 
emperor to Bohemia,, which were to be made good on eondition of tlia 
oeoaion of certain portions of that coantry to Fmaaia; tboni^ it wm 
■Iwaya denied by the oontnetinf partiea. 
^viedaFlederien 
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his army was to assemble, and from whence he in- 
tended to march against the Anstrians. Buj; on the 
8th of Augast a m^ignant putrid fever seized upon 
him, which reduced him to the brink of the grave. 
His unprophetic subjects, and more particularly the 
Parisians, '* showed the deepest grief at the malady 
of their sovereign j prayers were offered up for his 
recovery in all the churches; but the orison could 
hardly be recited by the priest, or repeated by the 
congregation, for the sobs which burst forth from all 
present."* The business of life, trade, commerce, 
and the hours of rest and refreshment, were alike 
forgotten in the anxiety of all classes for the life of 
a man who was destined, for a long series of years, 
to be the scourge and the curse of them and of their 
children. 

The life of Lewis was, spared, unhappily fdr him- 
self, as well as for his infatuated people: but in the 
meanwhile the ol»ects of the campaign had been 
neglected. The ivfarshals de Noailles and de Coigni, 
upon whom devolved the conduct of the French 
army, allowed the Prince of Lorraine and the Mar- 
shal Brown, who commanded under him, to recross 
the Rhine without loss, and to pursue their course 
against Frederic, at the head of 50,000 men. In vain 
did Marshal Schmettau, who had been sent to Lewis 
by Frederic, endeavour to incite the French generals 
to activity : their supineness or their caution was 
notto bQ overcome ; and the Austrians pursued their 
way to Bohemia unmolested, and with great ce- 
lerity. On their. arrival in that country they were 
joined by a large body of Saxons ; nor could the 
king of Prussia prevent their junction with the body 
of Austrian troops which, under the command of 
Bathyani, had retreated before his victorious army 
upon his first arrival before Prague.f 

■The. Prussian army had already been pauch in- 

•Vo}tirii«,SM«tedoLiN|isXV. t Hittoifv de bmo Tmpfr 

Vol. L— X 
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commoded by the large l)odie8 of Gcoatians; pan* 
dours, and other light troops, who were scattered 
over the counttjr; and who lost no opportunity of 
cutting oif parties of stragglers, seizing upon cpo« 
toys and maj^zines, and harassing their enemies by 
every means in their power. But when to these in- 
conveniences were aaded the approach of the Prince 
of Lorraine, whose intention was to cut off thecoma 
munication of the Prussian army with Prague, by 
passing the Muldau behind them, and 'a great scarci^ 
of pro^siohs in the Prussian camp, Frederic found 
that he had no course left him but that of retreat, 
which was in itself a measure of difficult accom- 
plishment. Considerable loss was sustained, as the 
army retraced its steps through Bohemia: and the 
enemy, superior to them at all points, pressed so 
close w^ upoii their rear, that thev were obliged to 
abandon tne garrisons of Tabor, Budweis, and Frau- 
enburg. More than 3000 Prussian troops We»e 
taken prisoners in these towns. 

The only advantage obtained by the Prusisians 
during their unfortunate retreat was at Beneschaxi, 
an important post, which it was necessary to take 
from the Austrian detachment who guarded it, bo. 
fore they were supportedby the arrived of the Prince 
of Lorraine*s army. Marshal Schwerin, at the head 
of 15,000 men, seized upon the camp of BeneschaUi 
and obtained possession of the large magazines 
which had been collected there by the Austnans.* 

This success inspired a wish in Frederic to at- 
tack the Prince of Lorraine; which he thought, 
having the advantage of the almost inexpugnable 
camp of Beneschau to fall back upon« might be done 
without great hazard. Accordingly, on the 1l4t^ of 
October, ne marched forward to offer battle to the 
enemies^ but found Hiern so advantageously posted^ 
that he was obliged to abandon the inileiitsoav and to 

*1kdl]er, T^MQ dM GowioiifWMilf |> qirtiit 
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fan back opon his camp; ffon vilich Jie W99 unm 
driveo by the want of proTisiona, and obligpad to oon* 
iimie kis letreat 

Upost' one occasion* during th^ vetreav from 
Prague, the King of Pxuasia appean himsf^ to have 
ran a great risk of being taken prisoner. Treoek, 
in his Memoirst thus relates the eircumstanee >-* 
** One day the king entered the town oi CoUin, with 
his horse and foot gnards, the pickets of cavahry, 
all his staff, the second and third bat(aiiotts of guards, 
and the whole of the baggage* We had oiSy four 
smaH fiekUpieees witii us. The squadron to which 
I belonged was placSed in the . suburb* In the even- 
ing our advanced postal were driven back into the 
towQ, and the hussars stf the. eaiemy followed them 
in pell-mell. All the country round was covered 
wim the hgfat tn>(^ of the Austrians ; and my com« 
mandant sent me to the king tO' take his orders. 
After havingloag searched for hk». I at length foiukl 
him at the top of the tower of t^ chur^ with a 
telescope in his hand* Never ha4 1 seen in hjum so 
much uneertaiaty and anadety as at this ^moment. 
The order he ganre me was,/ You must get out of 
this scrape as well as you can.' I had hardly got 
back to my pest, when his a^iutant-gieneral foUowed 
me ,with the new onder, * To cross the town, aod to 
remain on hcneeback in the opposite suburb.* We 
were but Just avrived there when it hegau to rain 
heavily, and the nigiit became excee£ngly dark* 
About nine o'clock at night, Trenck* approached us 
with his light troops and lus Turkish music, and set 
fire to the -facAises, close to which we were posted. 
He soon discovmred us, and began firing at us from 
the windows. The embarrassment now became 
universaL The town was so full, ^t it was im 
possible for am to find place in Hi; besides the gate 
was bairlcaded, and they were firing from the top 

• The coaain oT tlMf MStaar iMra qvoiei, wlw coaiiam^ed the pandmini 
Id tiM A.iMtriao ■errine. 



S44 UFB^ OF VRBDUIIO o. [1744. 

of it with OUT little field-pieces* TVenck^ meanwhile 
had diveated the course of a rivulet ; and by mid- 
night we found our horses in water up to their bel- 
lies. We were really incapable of defending our- 
selvest and we were losing men and horses erery 
minute. It is certain, if my cousin had not been 
obliged to desist from his attack, as he has since 
told me he was, we should have been all, the king 
included, taken prisoners : but a cannon ball crushed 
his foot ; he was obliged to be carried away, and the 
enemy^s fire ceased. The next day the Prince o^ 
Nassau came to, our assistance. We left Collin; 
fmd, as we were marching, the king said to me, 
* Your terrible cousin mieht have given us a severe 
blow last night; but a deserter says he has been 
killed.'"* 

The difficulties of (he Prussian army augmented 
daily. The want of proper food produced universal 
sickness ; the weather became bad as the season ad- 
vanced ; and the Austrian light troops were every 
day fiiore enteiprising. The losses of the Prussians, 
from these various causes, were considerable ; and 
they considered themselves fortunate, when, at 
length, the commencement of December fouhd the 
different divisions of which the army was composed 
on the Silesian side of the frontier.f The manner 
in which Frederic united and kept together the scat- 
tered detachments of his army, during all these re- 
trograde movements, and conducted wem through 
their difficult retreat in the presence of a superior 
force, has been universally considered as a most 
remarkable proof of military skill and talent. 
,. The only portion of the Prussian forces which 
still remained in jeopardy was the garrison of 
Prague, consisting of 11,000 men, and commanded 
by General Einsiedel. This bodv of troops marched 
out of Prague on the S6th of November, Wving be- 

* MtoMires de FrederieBnon de Tnnck 
I Histoire da mon Temps; 



)744<] uvv ov Fj»DsiHc nu Ml 

hind its heavy artiUeiy** Bmsiedel had taken his 
precautions ill ; for while'^hia troops were atill march- 
ing out at one fate of the town, the Anstrian paik^ 
doors were entering it at another. The consequence 
was, that the rear-guard of the garrison was Bunch haiv- 
assedduringlts retreat; while abody of Saxea troops, 
under the orders of the Chevalier de Saxe, attsmpted 
to stop i^ advanee. To these diisadvantages were 
added the intense cold of the season and the almost 
impassable state of the ro^ds* In thii^emergency JSinr 
siedel appears to have coB^^leteljr lost^ his presence 
of mind ; and the troops under hie coBsmand wouM 
have been the victims of this. unfortunate cireuniK 
istance, had it not been for the dexterity of General 
Rottenbourg, who was with him. That officer took 
the commaiKi of the troops ( itod deceking the Saxons 
as to his intentions, and availing himself of the di- 
version created by the approaeh from Silesia of th# 
corps commanded by the Count de Nassau^ whieh 
had been sent to hia assistance, he contrived to pas9 
through Lusatia, and so gained the frontiers of Sile* 
sia.f But the garrison, which left Prague n«OOQ 
strong, was reduced during its retreat to M004 

During the course of the retreat of the Prussian 

troops, different skirmishes took place between de^ 

X tachments of the hostile armies with various sue« 

'^ cess ; but the only one that deserves mention, on ae^ 

^ count of the singular gallantry ef a small body o£ 

^ Prussian troops and oi their eomniander, occurred 

X? near Sdnitz on the Elbe. Through the neglect o| 

the King of Prussia's patroles, the Prince of Lor^ 

raine hS^ been allowed to thxpvf a bridge across the 

river, and was preparing to pass it; but Cdone) 

Wedel, a Prussian pfiicer commanding a battalion« 

discovering his intention, determined t4> resist it* 

Thrice didnis small body repulse the Austrian gxeo^ 

* Orimotrd, Tableau de la Vie et du Regne de Frederle le Gftnd. 

t Biaf oire de mon Tempa. 
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adiers, though they were supported by the fire of 
fifty pieces of daimon; and thus he continued, 
singly and unaided, for five hours to resist the pas- 
sage of the prince and his army. But the messen* 
gers whom he had sent to the main body of the^army 
to ask for assistance having been kflled by the way, 
he was at length obliged to retreat, which he did m 
good oi'der and witlrout loss.* ^'This gallant ac- 
tion," observes Frederic, " gained for Wedel the sur- 
name of Leonidas. The Prince of Lorraine, aston- 
ished .that> a single Prussian battalion should have 
disputed with him the passage of the Elbe for five 
hours, said to his officers, * The Queen of Hungary 
would be indeed fortunate if she had officers in her 
army like this hero V "f 

Thus ended this campaign, one of the most dis- 
astrous which ever befell the King of Prussia. In the 
recapitulation of it which he has himself left, he 
says that no general committed more faults during 
the course of it than he did himself. But the ill- 
ness of the King of France, over which he had no 
control, was the event upon which the issue of the 
war really turned. The general opposed to the king, 
Marshal Traun, who in fact commanded the army of 
the Prince of Lorraine, was also, it must be con- 
fessed, a man of talent, and took advantage of what- 
ever favourable circumstances presented themselves. 
*• The conduct of Marshal Ttaun, in this campaign," 
remarks his opponent, *• was a model of perfection, 
which every military man who is fond of his pro- 
fession ought to study, in order to imitate it, if he 
has sufficient talents. The king himself allowed, 
that this campaign was his school in the art of war, 
and that M. de Traun was his preceptor. '*| Against 
such a commander, the retreat of Frederic through 
Bohemia, which, as has been already stated, is al- 
lowed on all hands to have been conduced with 

*Bliloii«d0moii1^niipi. fiM. tJML 
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great ability, becomes considerably more admirable 
Bian it would otherwise have been. 

The reverses of the King of Prussia's arms by no 
ineans subdued bis spirit He left his ^rmy en- 
camped in winter quarters in Si^a, under the eomr 
mand of the Prince Leopold of Anhalt Dessau, and 
proceeded to Berlin on the 13th of December; in 
order to make, with the greatest possible activity, 
his preparations for the ensuing campaign, and to 
continue his negotiations with the different powers 
who were friendly to his iitterests. 

In Italy, the successes of the Prince de Conti, 
who commanded the French army destined to create 
a diversion in that country, were, during this cam- 

Saign, more brilliant than solid. He passed the Col 
e Tende ; took by assault Fort Dauphin; pene- 
trated into Piedmont; and defeated the King of 
Sardinia, who had endeavoured to prevent his be- 
sieging the town of. Coni. These advaiitages were, 
however, rendered nugatory by the want of pro- 
visions, which obliged him to retire into Savoy, and 
thus to give up all the ground he had gained.* In the 
other parts of Italy no event of importance took 
place; and by sea, an indecisive action between ihe 
English fleet and the combined ones of France and 
Spain vras the only result of great preparations on 
both sides. 

Hardly had the King of Prussia quitted his army, 
when the Queen of Hungary, in the breast of whom 
and of whose advisers the success of the late cam- 
paign had revived the hopes of regainiujg: Silesia, 
ordered her army to advance into that province.! On 
the IBth of December, the Prince of Lorraine en- 
tered Upper Silesia and the coun^of Glatz; while 
the Prussian corps of troops stationed in that part 
of the province retreated in good order towards 
BieslaiL But Frederic returned immediately to his 

* Hlfltalfe de mm TemM. 
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post; a^ took aeamxn^, with the old Prince of 
Anhalt t)essaa^ {ov the resistance of the invadesft^ 
vhose occnpation of^ Silesia was not of long dura- 
tion. On the 7th of January* 1745» the Prince of 
Anhaltt halving collected tog:ether a consi4erable 
Dodv of troops near Neisse, marched against Mar- 
shal Traun« and obliged him to abandon his position 
at Neusta4i> and to letire into Moravia^ During this 
iretveat the Austrian array birouacked upon the snow 
for $ye nights j niany perished by the cpld ; and co(i<- 
siderable numbeirs deserted.* 7he Prussians also 
i^taoked their near guard, and took some prisoners* 
At the same time the Coui^t de Nassai; cfeared the 
eountry near Ratiiaior, and on the otl^r side of the 
Oder, of the tlnngarjians who infested it. Three 
thousand of the troops of th^t nation were siprpriaed 
at Ratibof, and were either taken prisoners, killed by 
the Prussiansii or drowned in their attempts to pass 
thfi riyer. In the eonnty of Glatz« the General Lek- 
wald attacked the Aus^ians near Habelschwerd^aady 
after a severe engagement, completely ifouted them. 
These disasters entirely took away the fancy of the 
Austriane for inv^wion ; and their army at length en- 
lered into winter qiiarters.t 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ite llanhal ^ B«ll«Me taken PriMaer— Deofh of the Empeitr-* 
Campaign of 174^~Pni8rian floce ew wa A dvanoe of the Prlnee of 
Lorraine— Battle of Hohen-Friedberc,and ita Reaolta-^Rairaat of tha 
Prince of Lonralne— The Pmaaiana enter Bohemia— Francia, Grand* 
doke of Taaeany, elected Emperor— Frederic'a Ofltoa of Peaae ra- 
Aiaed— NegoUationa with George the Seoood— Operatkma in Boba* 
ini»— Battle of 8oor— The Auatriana retire— Proeeedinga in Italy and 
Flaiidara^Coaclaaion of the Campaign. 

Tbb next remarkable event of tbe year 1745 was 
the misfortune which befell the Marshal de Belle- 
isle, who was taken prisoner. by the Hsmoverian 
dragoons, as he was on his way from Paris 'to Ber- 
lin, charged with a diplomatic mission to the King 
of Prussia. Belleisle was sent prisoner to Eng- 
land, where^ he was confined at Windsor Castle for 
some months; and was only exchanged after the 
battle of Fontenoy. Tbe court of Versailles com- 
plained of this affrbnt as a violation of the laws of 
nations ; that of St. James's defended it : while the 
King of England ^as delighted to vex and mortify 
a man whom he considered as the author of the war 
in Germany, and who, upon various occasions, had 
shown hiooself hostile to the Hanoverian interests.^ 

On the 18tl^of January of this year died the un- 
happy Emperor of Germany, Charles the Seventh* 
^ This was the only event wanting,** observes Frede- 
ric, "to comi^te tbe confusion and embroilment 
which already existed in the political relations of the 
European powers.*' In addition to the other subjects 
of dispute steady in agitation, the succession to the 
imperCal crown became a new apple of discord. The 
French government was anxious to givQ this dignity 

* mMobe da mon TMoapa. 
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to Augustus the Thirds King of Poland, and Elector 
of Saxony ; but that prince, who received pay from 
the British government, and iras in aUianee with the 
Queen of Hungary, refused it; fearful of ksing the 
subsidies of England, and the friendship of the court 
of Vienna. It soon became evident that the impe- 
rial dignity must return again into the hands of the 
house of Ai&tria; and it only depended aponr the 
success of the war whether they should adso add 
fresh proviDTces to their hereditary doniinlona.* 

The King of Prussia meanwhile found himself 
{^aced in a position of considerable danger. ^ Ne- 
gotiation served but to show him the abysses by 
which he was surrounded ; war offered YAm great 
insks.; and his finances only prsaented to him the 
spectacle of a total /exhaustion of his i«soQrces.''f 
The death of the emperor bad rendered the court of 
Versailles less aaxioi)^ to cairy ob the war in Ger* 
manyrand to assist her allies in that quarter; while 
the younf Ele^ctor of Bavaria had been oUiged to 
paake peace with the Queen of Hungary.} In iac^ 
the decease of Charles had put an end to the uniofB 
of fVankfort; while, on tbe other hand, the Aus* 
trians had cpnchidsd a fresh aUianoe at Warsawv 
wHh Saxony, Knffland,aiid Holland. To this Russia 
•fterwani acceded ; but was prevented from taking att 
active part in the war, by the bribeiy practised upon 
ha pnncipsl ministers by the Prussian government* 
A separate treaty had been previously concluded be» 
tween i^axony aad Austria; by a secret article o£ 
which, ttie different districts of Silesia were divided 
betwe^i the contracting parties. Alarmed at these 
proceedings, pf which he was privatehr informed bjr 
the Count de $t« Severin, the French miiuster at 
presdeut Frederic endeavoured to excite htaPiwull 
allies to greater activity^ In this, however^ he wan 
vnsuccessfui; which pldiged hies to turn his thoogfahH 
t • • • ■ 
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first to a reconclKation -wfth Austria, atid aAerwartf 
with England; tntt he foand the minisfeTS of bolh 
these coimtries deaf to his entreaties. The Queen 
of Hmigfa!!^ tSioiigtht the moment was come to re- 
gain Silesia; and it did not suit the politics of the 
PelhatnSf who had jnst tamed out Lord Carteret to 
make way for themsekesy to condode the war.* 

The ill success of these turious negotiations 
donTinoed the King; of Prus^a, as he himself ex- 
presses it, ^ that the Grand<i4uke of Tuscany was 
destined to be the new emperor; that the allies 
would do nothing of advanta^ in Ilavaria ; tSiatthe 
French would only he anxious about their projected 
campaign in Flanders; and that, therefore, their 
allies would do w^ to provide for themselves.^ 
Thrown in this way on his own enfeebled resources, 
Frederic, as usual, rose superior to the difiicutties 
which surrounded him. The celebrated Lord Chee- 
terfield, then minister at the Hague, for England, and 
friendly to thie Prusskn monarch, had said to Po- 
devils, Hie Prussian envoy, that the king* his masier 
could do nothing: by negotiations, unless he, at the 
same time, resisted vigorously and in action, hte ene- 
mies, who were planning his ruin. Frederic, in the 
present conjancturev saw the wisdom of tiiis advice, 
and laying aside his diplomacy, he devoted himself 
exclun^ely to the' preparatkmsneceiBBary for ihe en;- 

stt^ng eampaigii4 
With this view he reinforced his ann^ by every 

means ki his. power; formed greatt magazmes for its 

support, in dinerent parts of' Silesia; and raised, by 

loan, coniriderable sums for tlie necessary expei^s 

of the war; ** which sums,^ he obMrves, ''were 

obliged to be ^nto^ed. In ovder thatithe king might 

repair in ]745the faults he had oommiitoBd in 1744.''^ 

After having thns provided in>evevy vrsy for proton 
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Ue contingeBcicSf he left BerHn on the 15th of March* 
and proceeded to pat himself at the head of his army. 
He firftt established himself at Neisse, where ms 
troops suffered considerably by dm infectious disor- 
der, which he appears himself to have considered to 
be the plague, though, from the fear of frightening 
the soldiers, it wa^ only called a putrid fever. 

Previously to the arrival Of the King of Prussia in 
Silesia, the war had recommenced between the light 
troops of the Austrian army, to whom were united 
the insurgent inhabitants of the province (who had 
been excited to acts of violence by the persuasions 
of the Austrians), and the Prussian detachments 
sent against them. In these skirmishes the Prus- 
sians generally had the advanta^; of which the 
most considerable was one obtamed near Oppeln, 
by the Colonel Winterfeld and Colonel Goltz, over 
a considerable body of Hungarian hussars, who were 
entirely routed, with great slaughter. 

Frederic, who was of opinion that the combined 
army of the Austrians and Saxons, commanded by 
Prince Charles of Lorraine and the Duke of Saxe 
Weissenfels, and consisting of 92,000 men^ would 
make its first descent from the mountains of Bohe- 
mia, among whfeh it was posted, into Lower Silesia, 
determined to collect his army in that part of the 
irovince. He therefore marched his troops, amonnt- 
fig to 50,000 men, into cantonments between J»- 
gerndoif, Glatz, and Schweidnitz ; and waited for the 
Austrians, wiom he expected to penetrate into Si- 
lesia by Landshut. In consequence of this change of 
place, it became necessary to transport the maga- 
zines, which was happily effected, in spite of various 
attacks from the Aiistrian light troops. 

The departure of the King of Prussia and his 
army from Upper Silesia was the signal for fresh 
Iruptions of the enemies. A detachment of them, 
mder the command of the Baron de Bucco, even ob- 
fcuned possession by treaciiery of the fortress of 
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OoseL At the same Imie the General Wallis entered 
the eounty of Glats* From this moment, however, 
ihergood fortune of the Pmssians seemed to regain 
its wonted ascendant Their first advantage was 
due to the same Colonel Wtnterfeld who has already 
heen mentioned as having defeated a bckly of Hun« 
garian hussars. This officer was sent to Landshut, 
to observe the movements of the Austrian army. 
Here he attacked a detachment, consisting of eight 
hundried Hnngarians, defeated them, and made three 
hundred prisoners. The next day, Nadasti^ the Hun- 
garian general, to revenge the reverse sustained by 
his countrymen, marched at the head of 7000 men 
to Landshut,' to attack Winferfeld, who had under 
his command only 3400. After a combat of four 
hours the Hungarian infantry was defeated; ahd at 
the moment that Nadasti was preparing to retreat, 
the event was rendered complete by the arrival of 
the Prussian general Still, at the head of ^ ten squad- 
rons of cavalry. The Hungarians were pursued to 
the very frontiers of Bohemia, with great loss* 
Some of the prisoners related that the intention of 
Nadasti was, in case of succesa^to post himself at 
Landshut, whither he was to have bcien 'followed by 
the Prince of Lorr»ne with the rest of the army.* 
The benefit conferred^ upon the Prussian cause by 
this victory of Winterfeld's was thus even gt-eater 
than it would at first sight appear to have been, from 
the small number of combatants engaged. 

Nor were the Prussian arms less successful in 
Upper Silesia, whereN the Margrave Charles of 
Schwedtf had been left with twelve thousand men, 
to keep in check the parties of Austrim light troops 
which infested that part of the country. Expecting, 
as he did daily, to be attacked by the entire Austrian 
army, Frederic thought it necessary to reunite the 

* HIatiHre de mon Tempa 

t The MargraTM of Brand«nbiiTih>Scbw«dl dMMiide< torn Pkllto 
WiIUmh, one of the enDs of the gratt-eleclor. 
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troops of the margrave wjitlilhoM under his own 
immediate command. , But thie, hussars andpandours 
had 80 completely taken possession of tfaa different 
passes and roads, that it was with infinite difficulty 
that the king's order was^ conveyed tothemargrave^ 
The messengers i^k) bore it were some Prussian 
hussars, who cut their way with their, swords 
through, the Hdngarian ravaging parties. In. the 
mean while 32,000 troops of various kinds hs^i posted 
themselves on the heights between Jaegerndorf and 
Neustadt, for the pnrpose of opposing the march of 
the margrave. That prince however, undismayed 
either by the ^number of his enemies, or by the 
strength of their positions, attacked them vigorously, 
•cut in pieces the regiments of Ogilvy.and E^terhazy,' 
and put the rest to flight. The loss^of the Austrians 
amounted to eight hundred. - In this action, which 
took place on the 23d of May, 17i5, and whidi cov- 
ered with glory the margrave and his troops, the 
Prussian cavalnr, who had b^en created as an effect- 
ive body by Frederic, particiilarly distinguishedthem- 
sehres under the command of General Schwe^in.* 

These advantages on the side of the Prussians 
were but 'the pi^ludes of, the more considerable 
ones Drhicfa were about to be obtained by them The 
Ftince of Lorraine at length entered Silesia, and ad- 
vanced as far as Bolkenhain.f The Kii^ of Prussia, 
on the Ist of Jime, marched from Schweidnitz, where 
he was encamped, to meet him. He sent forward 
the Gener^ Du Moulin,. with his vang^rd towards 
Strigau, a manceuvre which determined the Prince 
of Lorraine to descend from his position among the 
mountains into ^e plain. His intention was to cut 
off Du Moulin and his detachment before the King 
of Prussia could come to his assistance ; and th^i 
to adi^ince towards Bre(slaa» 
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' InixafMMiioe of Utrae designs the |>yme encamped 
on the nig^t of the 3d of Junet near Gunter9cH)rA 
intending to execute \u» de«i^ the next morning** 
But at eight o'clock of the same eteiiing» ttie King 
of Prnssia^ who ^ras well informed of the mentions 
6f his enemiea» began his march, and .arrivHig^ at 
Strigan at one o'clock, on, the atotningof the 4th, 
immediately placed his troops in order of battle ; 
regulating the arrangefllhent of them aceofiding to the 
disposition and number of fires he observed in the 
Austrian camp. He again sent forward the General 
Du Moulin, at tiie head of a detachment, and directed 
him to place lumself in ambuscade at- the foot of the 
hill of Spitxbei^; &e top of which had already been' 
taken posaeaskm of by the Saxon part of im Aus- 
trian army, under the command of the Bvke of 
Saxe Weissenfels. ^ At daybreak Du Moulin came 
forth from his place of concealment, and at^dLed the 
duke, wtose troops were drivai from their post. Da 
Moulin, upon tfan, established his battles on the 
Spitzberg, and commenced the battle by a heavy fire 
of artillerjr. v 

Meanwhile the King of Prussia paseed a rivulet 
which divided him from - the Austrians, ranged bia 
troops with rapMtity, and in such ^ a manner as^ to 
make Du Moulin and his detatchment occupy the 
place of the right wing. The rapidity of the Prus» 
sian movements ^sconcerted the Au8ttiana» who, 
having been dec^ved by false intelligence of their 
spies, were con^etely taken by surprise* So much 
was this the case, thai the. Prince of Lorraine, heBr«> 
ing Uie cannonading between the Saxons and PnMH 
iiansv imagined it was the former attacking .3thgali, 
and in consequence remained entirely imtistive, till he 
was roused from his state of ^igikoranee by the flying 
troops* The Auslrians wefe besides mipeded ha 
formi^ fheur Una of little by the natwre of the 
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ground ; a maivb preyentingf tliem flrom Joimnir and 
assisting the Saxons* These latter had rallied after 
their first (MHifnsion, bat were bbliged by DuMoalia 
to fiy a second time. 

The Prussian cavaky, which was stationed on the 
left wing, attacked that of the Aastrians, and aher 
six consecutive charges, obliged it to give way, and 
to retire to Hohen«Friedberg.- At tiie same time the 
infantry of the left wing, commanded by .the Prince 
of Prassia, repulsed that of the enemy. These suc- 
cesses, and the continual advance of the Prussian 
riffht'wing, which had turned .the flank of the Aus^ 
tnans, drove the two wings of the allied army against 
their centre, which was thus thrown into disorder* 
Hie confusion and flight how became general; and 
the dragoons of Bareith profited by it to make a 
desperate charge into the middle c^ the fugitives, 
from whom they took two thousand five hundred 
prisoners, sii^y-seven standards, and several can- 
nons. The victorious army continued their pursuit 
to the foot of the mountains, where they encamped. 
The loss of the Prussians iiji the battle of Hoheh- 
Friedberg amounted to two thousand killed and 
wounded ;' that of the Austrian^ to nine thousand 
killed and wounded, and an equal number taken pris- 
oners; brides eighty-three standards of different 
kinds, and seventy4wo cannons.* 

It was at Hohen-Friedberg that the yonng Prince 
Henry of Prussia, the second brother of Frederic, 
who afterward so eminently distinguished himself in 
military commands, first appeared in a field of battle* 
On the present occasion he acted as aid-de-oamp« 
gener^ to his Iro^ brother. The Prince of Prussia 
also distinguished himself upon this memorable daiy ; 
marching at the head of his brigade into the thickest 
of the fire. Tlie Marquis de Vak>ri, the French en«* 
voy, who was near the }dngf expressed to him his . 

* liailv, 1W1M« tar GMmt d0 Acteto ie Qniid. 
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astomsbment at the exposed position which the 
prince had chosen. '* Ah,'' replied Frederic, '^ one 
cannot be better placed than with such comrades as 
those he has with him ; bnt it 19 also necessary that 
they should see one is worthy of them*'** The King 
of France had sent M. de la Tour, an officer ot 
merit, t6 the ^Cing of Prussia, to acquaint, him with 
the victory of Fontenoy, gained on the ilth of May, 
1745, by the French troops over those of. Englandt 
Hanover, and Austria. La Tour arrived at the Prus- 
sian camp exactly in time to witness the battle 
which has just been related. The king said to La 
Tour, before the battle, ^So, you are come to see 
who will retain 'poesessian of Silesia."*--^' No, sire,* 
answered the Frenchman, *' I only wish to be a wit* 
Bess of the mamier in which your miyesty punishes 
your enemies, and defends your ti3nitorie8.''t Frede* 
ric sent La Tour back with a letter to Louis, in which 
he saidt ^ I have acquitted at Friedberg the letter of 
exchange you drew iq)on me at Fonteooy^'t . 

The correspondence of the two monarcha does 
■ot, however, appear to have, been always carried 
on in so fViendly a tone, as in the letter Just .cited» 
liCwis and hie ministers seemed to imagine^ that 
successes in Flanders were' all -that the King of 
Prussia could expect from them. In c<»isequence^ 
immediately after the victory of Fontenoy, a detach- 
ment of 90,CX)0 men was taken from the Fi^nch army 
on the Rhine to reinforce the one in the Low Coun^ 
tries. Frederic seems to have thought that, this was 
done in consequence of the perfidious suggestions 
of the Saxon ministers, who had dufM the Fren<^ 
envoy at the court of Dresden ; and had persua^d 
him that it would be greatly for the advantage of 
the King of France, by facilitating a peace with the 
Queen of Hungary, if the French army on the RhinOi 

* vie de Frederic n. t Md. 
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commanded by the Prince of Conti, remained uiac« 
tive ; and above all, if it did not in any. way oppose 
tbe election of the Grand-duke of Tuscany to the 
imperial dignity.* Whether these suppositionsy as 
to the motives of the condoot of the French govemp 
ment were true or not, it is difficult to decide ; but 
it is certain that Frederic was of an entirely different 
opinion from the court of Vers^es, as to the ser- 
Tices which, as s&Uies, they wer^ bound to t&oAei 
to him. 

Finding the ministers of Lewis deaf to his renK)n* 
Btrances, he at length addressed himself directly to 
that mcHiarch. '* He expressed to him his dissatis- 
fection at the coldness of his ministers; and ex« 
plained the disagreeable and embarrassing nature of 
the siiuation in which he. had been pU^d in con- 
sequence of his friendship for his Christian majesty* 
He added, that he thought that monarch owed him 
some return, for having seconded him at. a moment 
when the Austrians were beginning to make some 
progress in Alsatia. That with regard to the battle 
of Fontenoy, and the taking of Tournay, they werOf 
nndoubtedly, events glorious to the king and advan- 
tageous to' France ; but that, as far as regarded the 
interests of Prussia, a battle gained on thCvbanks of 
the Scamander, or the taking of Pekin, would have 
caused about an equal diversion among the enemies* 
He also stated, that there were scarcely 6000 Aus- 
trians in the army opposed to the French in Flin- 
ders ; and that in the danger in which he found him- 
self, it was impossible for him to content himself 
with fair words; but that he was obliged to demand 
with earnestness something more real and solid* 
The comparison of the Scamander. and Pekin dis* 

S leased the Christian king : his ill-humour was evi- 
ent in the letter of answer which he.retumed to the 
IQng of Prussia : and the latter, in his turn, became 

* BbHoiie de moo Teaivi* 
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angry at the tone of haughtiness and coldness with 
which that answer was characterized.*** This 
foolish dispute between the two monarchs, which is 
related in the manYier above quoted by Frederic him- 
seify appears to have laid the foundation for the dis- 
like which they afterward showed for one another, 
whenever an opportunity offered. Frederic, ac- 
cording to his own confession, was the original ag- 
gressor; and most unwisely so, considering how 
powerful an ally he thus indisposed towards himself. 

The immediate result of the victory of Hohen^ 
Friedberg was the "retreat of Prince Charles of Lor- 
raine into Bohemia; a retreat which, ho we Ver, he 
did not accomplish without being hotly pursued by 
a portion of the Prussian army imder theeommand 
of General Du Moulin.t As soon 36 they weje in 
their own territories, the Austrians begaJa to cdllect 
reinforcements, in which they employed so much 
diligence, that they were, before the end of June, 
again ready to take the field.: they, however, re- 
mained quietly intrenched in the iiiexpugnable camp 
of Konigsgratz.J 

Early in July the King of Prussia, entered Bohe- 
mia, and advanced to Chlum, where, he pitched bis 
camp. This movement of Frederic was contrary to 
the advice of some of his generals, who wished him 
to carry the war into Siaxony, and thus take ven- 

feance upon Augustus the Third for liis hostility to 
^russia.^ But Frederic, it wpuld seem, judged 
. wisely in the course he pursued. Had he turned his 
victorious arms against Saxony, he must have left 
Silesia, which had just been saved by the battle of 
Hohen-Friedberg, to the mercy of the Austrians. 
He had, besides,, another object in view,- namely, that 
of so entirely consuming all the means of subsistence 
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along the frmitters of Bc^mia, as to render it im- 
possible for the AuBtrians to winter in that part of 
the country.* ^ . 

iSCeanwhiie >he despatched the Count of Nassau 
with a considerable detachment -into Upper Silesia, 
which was ahnost entir^ in the possession of the 
Austrian lig^ht troops. Nassau acquitted himseK, 
as usual, like an abte general. He obtained pOsses- 
eibnof Gosel by stomvand took prisoners in it 3000 
Oroatians; and drove the Hungarians before him 
into Moravia. 

On the 13th of September Francis Grand-duke 
of Tuscany, and husband of Mari^ Theresa, was 
elected Emfperor of Germany at thjs diet held at 
Frankfort. This election was ejected by the in- 
trigues of the house of Austria, and the influence of 
George, the Second of England, whose power of sub- 
sidizing gave him a complete control o^r the 
electoral college. The King of Prussia an4 the 
elector palatine protested against the election, but 
without effect. Frahcis was k man of confined in- 
tellects and sordid habits ; but who had at least the 
good sense to submit, without effort, to the superior 
mind of his wife. Maria Theresa governed the em- 
pire as she had governed her hereditary kingdoms^ 
leaving to her husband the representation and pa^ 
gesniry belonging' to the situation.f 

During the residence of Maria Theresa at Frank- 
fort for thel coronation of her husband, Frederic in- 
sinuated some propositions of peace to her minis- 
ters; but they were received and reftised with 
haughtiness. "** The head of the new empress was 
turned by the restoration, through her means, of the 
imperial dignity to her family. 'Hius, entirely occu- 
pied with 'smiling dreams of future greatness, she 
tl^ught it would be derogatbiy to her grandeur, if 
she were to enter into a negotiation, upon a footing 
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of equality,, wifh a prince whom^8he considered only 
as a rebel.*** If, indeed, as would appear, the va« 
pours of Austrian pride thus acted ;jpon the mind 
of Maria, Theresa, she deserred to pay the price 
which she subsequently did for having indulged in 
them* 

His offers being thus repulsed, Frederic endea- 
voured to detach some of the members of the coali* 
tion which' had beea formed against him ; an object 
which was become the more necessary to him, in 
consequence of the very irapeifeot assistance he had 
received, or Was likely to receive, from his French 
Itllies* With this view he entered into negotiation? 
with George the Second ; whiles at tlie same time* 
knowing that fesuLwas the only hold he could obtain 
over the court of Dresden, he menaced Saxony with 
an irruption, by placing a considerable body of 
troops, under the command of the Prince ofAnhalti 
in the neighbourhood of Halle. The effect of this 
latter proceeding was, the withdrawal of the greatej 
part or the Saxon troops, command^ by the Duk0 . 
of Saxe-Weisaenfels, from the Austrian army. With 
regard to Geoige the Second, Frederic succeeded in 
inducing him to sign a convention.at Hanover,-the 
basis of which was the peace of Breslau ; the arti* 
eles of which latter both the contacting sovereigns 
bound themselves to endeavour to obtain the accept* 
ance of by the different belligerent powers.| 

While these diplomatic- proceedings were gomg 
on, Frederic remained with his army in Bohemia; 
sometimes threatening to attack the Prince of Lon 
n4ne at Konigsgratz; but xeaHy principally intent 
iqpion procuring provisions for his army, m which he 
found considerable difficulty. For about two montha 
tiie hostile forces continqed thus in their respective 

Kisitions; and nothing occurred beyond skirmishes 
tween the different foraging parties. At length 

*BkrU)b«dfiiiMMiTtmpi. ' ^Wd» 
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the Amtirians made an attack upon the town of 
Neustadtr which they were near obtaining posses- 
sion of; but the timely approach of a body of Prus- 
sians, under the command of Da Moulin and Winteiw 
feld, obliged them to retreat. • 

Soon after this ev^nt the King of 'Pnissia was 
oUiged to abandon his camp at Chlum, in conse- 
quence of the want of prorisions, and to retire to 
Staudentz. The detachments he was compelled to 
make, in order to t>n>tect his convoys coming from 
Silesia, had by this time reduced his army tO' 96,000 
men. The Austrian force, which had been lately 
angmented by the Junction of 0000 Bavarian troopsi 
amounted to, 60,000 men.* 

A superiority so great determined the Prince of 
Lorraine to attack the klng^ whose intention ho 
iraafifined was t6 escape from him. He thereforeiy 
on the 39th of September, quitted his camp, and ad- 
vanced towards Konigshof. The next^momingf the 
prince found himself close to the right wing of the 
Prussian army^ which was still encamped. The 
Prussian camp was meanwhile smrounded witli 
hordes of Austrian light troops; smd, in addition to 
this mconrenience, Ftederic was obliged to form his 
troops in order of battle under the fire of the ene- 
my's caimon.^ The action was commenced by tlia 
eavalry of the Pmssian right wing, which charged 
the Austrian cavalry With such impetuosity as to 
throw them immediately into confusion. Nor were 
the Austrian infantrrin the centre, though defended 
by artillery, more fortunate in their collision with 
me Prussians. After three consecutive attacks, the 
latter succeeded in dritdng the former from Htm 
height they occupied. In vain the Austrians raltiecl 
upon a second height, and then upon a third; they 
were driven from each in succession, and obliged to 
fly. The cavaliy of the Austrian left wing being 

* BMBknM MM '^•"■P** t Beptenter the aOlk. 

t MOiUr, TaUoM det OiMnm de FMene to Omd. 



thrown into confusion, and -preventQc} by a wood 
from reforming themselves, tbe King of -Prussia 
took advantage of thh ciscunistance to withdraw 
part of the cayahy of iris right wing, and to send it 
to reiniforce his' left. Here s^^n the Prussians put 
to flight their enemies : and thus the rout becoming 
general, the whole Austrian forces retreated, and 
were pursued by the victors, who took up their last 
position at the village of Soor, whidi gave its name 
to the battle.* ^ 

The commanders of the Austrian light troops^ 
Nadasti, Desoifi,' Trenck, and Franquini, had re« 
cetved orders to create a diversion by attacking the 
Prussian camp, and through the camp their army 
behind. They attacked the e^mp, which was only 
defended by a slight detachment commanded by 
General Schlicting, and obtained possession of it ; 
but here their habits of pillage arrested them* In- 
stead of falling upon the rear of the army they pc« 
cupied themselves in ransacking the tents and bag* 
gage ; and thus assured to Frederic a victory,' which 
was cheaply bought with the loss of a few camp 
equipages.^ Jt was, however, thought by some that 
Schlicting had been less vigilant than he ought to 
iMtve been in the defence of the camp ; but when he 
was reproached with this, he replied indignantly, 
'^How can one tbii^ about baggage, when it is a 
question of a battle to be fought and honour to be 
gained !*'t Frederic, indeed, appears to have been of 
his generaPfl opinion^ for after having related, in 
his acTconnt of this battle, that all his own camp 
equipage]: was taken, and even the persons of his 
secretaries, he adds, *' It is unppssible to regajrd such 
trifles when the ^ind is ooonpied with those great 
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6l)jeets of interest which obliterate aU others, namel^t 
the glory and salvation of the state*^* Frederic la 
also said to have remarked upon the field of battle, 
when told that Trenek and his followers were pil- 
laging the camp, "^ So much the better: they will 
not then interrupt us.''t 

Trenek was afterward, as his cousin informs us 
jn his Memoirs, accused at Vienna of having taken 
the King oT Prussia in his bed in the camp, and then 
allowed him, for a sum of money, to make his es* 
cape. This accusation appears to .have been en- 
tirely false. It was principally supported by the 
testimony of a woman of bad.character, of the town 
of Brunn, who called herself a daughter of Marsha] 
Schwerih ; and who swore that she was in bed with 
the king when he wastaken. This woman is said 
to have been suborned by the enemies of Trenckf 
who were bent upon his ruin. In this they were un- 
fortunately too successful, as he was condemned to 
be imprisoned for life ; and died in confinement in 
n40.f 

The iGreneral Lehwald, who had been posted at the 
head of a detached corps, near Tratenau, hearing the 
noise of the cannon, hastened to the spot ; but the vie* 
tory was already completed. He only arrived in time 
to save some of the baggage, and to put a stop, to the 
cruelties which the pandours and hussars were ex- 
ercising upon the sick persona and the women whom 
they found in the eaiiip. The king, upon his retium 
to his camp, could not even procure a pen and ink ; 
and he was obliged to write to his minister at Breslau 
these few vords with a pencH, ** I have beaten the 
Austrians. I have taken some prisoners. Let the 
Te Deum be performed.— Frederie.'^^ 

Frederic allowed that he had committed a fault in 
weakening his army by sending detachments in 
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various directions prcMocrs to tbe battle of Soor. In 
one of his instructions to his generals he says, ** I 
deserved to l^t^ve bi^en beaten ; and I should have 
been so but for the skill of my generals and the 
courage of my troops.*^ But y»hi\e we thus ad^ 
mire the modesty of Pjredrtrici and allow thevarions 
merits of those under him, we must not forget Uie 
consummate ability of the chief; the master eye 
and hand which, in the midst of difficulties arising 
from infnite inferiority Of forces, and from having 
been in a great measure tjiken by surprise, were yet 
able to snatch the ^victory from an army already 
elated with what tHey considered the certainty of 
success. ' 

The loss of the Prussians in the battle of Soor 
was 5600 killed and wounded : ofrthe Austriaxie 0700; 
besides 3300 prisoners, twenty-one cannons, and 
twenty-two standards.f 

The Austrian army after their defeat retired to 
Jaromirs. The Prussians continued for five days 
encamjped at Soor, tod then prepared to retoni into 
Silesia. " Posterity," observes the royal historian 
of his own campaigns, *' will be perhaps surprised 
that an army, victorious in two pitched battles, 
should retire before the defeated army without 
having gained aiiy fruit from its triumphs. The 
mountains which surround Bohemia; the narrow 
and dangerous passes which separate it from Si- 
lesia; the difficulty of feeding the forces; the su- 
periority of the enemy in light troops ; and finally, 
the diminution of the army,— such are the solutiens 
of the problem.*^ Iii' consequence of these dii> 
advantages the Prussian-army commenced its march 
towards Silesia on the 16th of October. The 
light trooi)£( of Nadasti and' Franqmnt pursued and 
harassed it. The consequence was several skir- 
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mishes with various success. At length the Prus- 
sians arrived at their quarters, between Ronstock 
and Schweidnitz ; and the King of Prussia, hearing 
shortly afterward that the Prince of Lorraine had 
separated his army into three corps, which he ima-> 
gined was for th^ convenience of putting them into 
winter-auarters, left his own troops under th';<;om- 
mand of Prince Leopold of Anhait-Dessau, and re- 
turned to BerUn. Here his presence was much 
wanted, to carry on the negotiations to which the 
convention of Hanover had given rise. . 

Having thus given an account of the summer cam- 
paign of the King of Prussia, it becomes necessary 
to cast a cursorv glance over what had b^endone by 
his allies in other parts of Europe. In Italy the 
campaign commenced imder favourable auspices for 
the combined armies of France, Spain, and Naples. 
In the south the Spanish general, Count de Gages, 
obtained several advantages. In the north the Mar- 
shal de Maillebois and the infant Don Philip pene- 
triited into the territories of the King of Sardinia, 
by the way of Genoa, which repubUc declared in 
their favour. Having successfully joined the Span- 
ish and Neapolitan army under the command of De 
pages, which had arrived in Piedmont, they gave 
battle to the Austrians and Sardinians under the 
command of the Count Sch'ulembourgh and Charles 
Emmanuel, King of Sardinia, near Bassignano.* 
The French and Spaniards were victorious ; and the 
consequence of their success was, the submission 
of the towns of Casal, Asti^ Lodi, and lastly Milan. 
At the conclusion of the campaign the Spaniards 
were masters of the whole of Lombardy and of 
Piedmont, owing principally to the talent and activi^ 
of the Spanish general De Gages.t 

Nor were the allies of Frederic less fortunate 
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dnring the year 1745 in Flanders than in the south 
of Europe.* The glorious yictory of Fontenoy, at 
which Louis the Fiileenth and his son the dauphin 
both assisted in person, occasioned the fall of Tour- 
nay;* and a successful skirmish of a detachment of 
the French army a^inst the English at Melle was 
followed by the taking of the city of Ghent, which 
was obtained possession of' by surprise. Dender* 
monde and Ostende also fell into the hands of the 
French; and' Louis returned to Paris in September, 
covered with the laurels which had been gained for 
him by the Marshal de Saxe.t 

On the Main, the French army, under the com- 
mand of the Prince of Conti, was prevented from 
achieving any thing, in consequence of its having 
been so enfeebled l^ the detachments sent from it to 
reinforce the French forces in Flanders. On the ap- 
proach of the Count de Traun with the imperial 
troops, Conti was obliged to retreat. So much was 
he afraid of the pursuit of the Austrians that he de* 
stroyed the bridges of A.chaifenbourg and Hoechst, 
and retired to the Rhine. Traun passed the Main; 
and Bcerenklau, one of his officers, defeated a de» 
tachment of the French, near Oppenheim. The 
Prince of Conti, still more alarmed, passed the Rhine 
at Germersheim and Rheinturkheim, and encamped 
near Worms. From thence he retired to Maudes^ 
stadt. In the retreat his baggage was taken, and his 
troops were much harassed : and thus concluded the 
unsuccessful campaign of the French in the westc^ 
Germany.t . ^ 
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CHAPTER V. 

Prmrita N«xoliati<m»— The Grand Seignkir attempu to mediaCe ^ 
tween tha contandinc Partta»~Fraderlc reaolvea upon a Winter Oaan 
paign— He anrpriaea and defeata the SaKooa— He takea GoeriHs— E»> 
traot of the Austriaiia~BattIe>of Keaaeladorf— Frederic jr'oa tha 
Prince of Anhalt, and takea Dresden— He oflfbra Peace to tita 8azoa 
ftlid Aoatriana— DetaU or N^(otiaUona— ^rederic'a EeoefMlau aiBa^ 
lin— Hia Eefleciiona on the CoDclualon of tba War^ . 

It is reinarked by Frederic liiinself, that had tba 
lieg;otiaiions of the Prussians during the year 1745 
been as successful as th^ir arms, they might hare 
spared themselves, as well as their enemies, a great 
nnmcessary efliision of blood.* Various circumi- 
stances, however, concurred to prevent the pacific^* 
iion of Europe at the present moment. Of these, 
one of l^e principal was the invasion of Scotland 
by the unfortunate Charles Edward Stuart, better 
known by the name of the young Pretender. This 
took place hnmediately after the signing of the eoa- 
▼ention of Hanover by George the Second ; and the 
results of it so completely occupied both, that moop 
arch and his ministers, as to prevent their taking 
Chat active part in the pending negotiations which 
was necessary for their sioccess* It also obliged the 
King of Eng^d to withdraw has troops from Flai^ 
ders, and thus to open a field for the subsequent ad- 
vantages gained by the French in that> cbuntry: 
while the Queen or Hungary, no longe^ trammelled 
by the pacific counsels of her Britisfi ally, was en- 
abled to turn her thoughts and endeavours towards 
making a last effort against the King of Prussia. 
The latter sovereign was also in a peciQiarl> awk, 

* Hiatoin da raon Tampi. 
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ward situation : the convention of Hanover was be> 
ginning to be Suspected; and, if once thoroughly 
known, would most probably have deprived him of 
the assistance of France, the only ally that now 
remained to him. 

In vain did a new mediator, in the person of the 
grand seignior, Mahomet the Fifth, appear upon the 
scene, to the^ astonishment of the rest of Europe ; 
and oiTer, through the grand vizier, his good offices 
towards the obtaining^ of a universid peace. ** The 
Treasure of €rod, and Model of the Majesty of Alex- 
ander the Great,'^ as he styled himself in his address 
to the different European sovereigns, gained nothing 
by his praiseworthy attempts, except the remark of 
the Abbd de Ville, French minister at the Hague, 
virho observed to the pensionary Fagel, " We must 
«t least allow that the Turk shows the sentiments 
of. a true Christian."-^** Yes,'* replied Fagel, "and 
there are also some people who, wishing to pass for 
very Christiauy^ never cease to act like Turks.'*t 
Voltaire also observes, in speaking of the sultan's 
mediation, that it ought to have fiUed with shame 
the Christian powers ; who, having begun the war 
from interest, continued it from obstinacy^ and only 
concluded it from absolute necessity .{ 
' During the stay of the King of Prussia at Berlin, 
and while the question of peace or war seemed still 
to hang doubtful in the balance, he discovered, 
through the means of the Swedish minister at the 
court of 'Dresden, who was devoted to the Prussian 
mterests, a plan concerted between the empress- 
queen and the Saxon court, for an invasion of the 
hereditary dominions of Prussia. According to this 
agreement the Prince of Lorraine wz^ to march into 
Saxony, where he was to be joined by the Saxon 
4rmy ; and they were then together to advance during 

* It mutt ber a awatert d Unt die titte of the Kiof of Frane* !•£• 
Jioiiri* Ckrittm. 
\ Via d« Flradocte IL . % Voltaira Sl^cle da Louis XV. 
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the winter^ to Berlin, It was thought that this at- 
t^k» taking Frederic, as it wtwklr unprepared, coukl 
neirer be rentsted. Sa ^ure, itideed, were the con- 
lederatet ^f their success, t^at they had already di- 
yided and appropriated those portions of the Pru8« 
sian states whidi suited them* According to this 
division the Austarians were.to tegain Silesia; and 
-the King of Poland's share was to consist of the 
bishoprics of Magdebonrg and Halberstadt, together 
with the town of Halle and its territory.? 

This discovery obliged the Prussian monarch to 
U.y aside liis hopes of peace, and to prepare for a 
winter campaign : to raise peeuniairy resources for 
which (all those he possessed having been already 
ezpeiuled)'was not one of his siualtest diffienltiea. 
AJiother arose from the message he had received 
from the Russian government, tmit that court would 
he oblige, according to its treaty of alliance, to send 
troops to t^e assistance of the King of Poland, in 
ease his territories were invaded ^ the PrasMan 
atmy. Nothing daunted, however, by the dangevoas 
position in which his affairs were placed, Frederia 
sapplied, by activity, ability, and firmness, the plaea 
of those resources which were wanting to his sitir* 
ation. He placed a considerable body of troopsi 
under the command of the Prince of Anhalt, near 
Halle, to watch and check the Saxons; who wen 
commanded by Count Rutowsky, and amounted to 
d6/)00 men. He commanded, that in case of the 
enemies advancing to Berlin, the royal family, the 
archives, and the different public offices should be 
removed to Stettin : and having taken every precao- 
tion which prudence could suggest or foresight dic-t 
late, he left his capital on.the 14th of November, to 
ti^Le the commana of his axmy in Silesia. ** Leav^ 
ing,!* as he himself expresses it, *^ Berlin in constar* 
nation, the Sawns full of hope, and all Europe 
iotsint iqpon the event oi this wmter oampaign*'*t 

* BlMDin do man Teoipi. ^ Jbt$ 
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No sooner had FVederie taken the command of hit 
army than he proceeded to lead thetu against tha 
enemy. On t)iiQ SOth of Navember* the Austrians^ 
as «»uai mider the command of the Prince of Lor- 
raine, had entered Lusatia by Zit^ii» and enpamped 
themselves so as to oecupv a great extent of coun- 
try. Here ^ley waited the arriTal of a body of 
troops under the eoinmaiid ^ the General Griine, in 
order to commence the- execution of their plan.* 
Meanwhile they remained in complete ignorance of 
the movements of the Prussian army, which they 
imagined to be stili q(uietly reposing in its winter 
quarters. The precautions oi Frederic were the 
cause of this. He had contrived that the three 
rivers which were in front of his army, th^ Queisse, 
the Neisse* and the Bober, should be guarded by sepa- 
rate dietachments of Prussian troops, who permitted 
an who came from Lusatia to pass without diiSicuity, 
but allowed no one to return. Thus the King of 
Prussia obtained intelligence respecting the enemies, 
while at the same time he prevented their receiving 
any respecting him.t 

On the 8Sd of November Frederic advanced with. 
the main body of his army to . the Queisse ; and 
having thrown four bridges across that river, he 
passed it on the following morning, in the midst of 
a thick fog^ which prevented the Austrians from dis- 
covering his march. The design of the king was to 
allow the imperialists to pass him, and then to at- 
tack their isear, in order to cut off their supplies of 
provisions; and thus to oblige them either to fight 
or to retire with dismrace into Bohemia. The Prus- 
i nan columns, after having passed the Queisse, were 

I orderJBd to rendezvous at Naumbourg. The first 

{ column of infontry, which was commanded by the 

king in person, had for its guide a young miller^ who 
led them into a manh, from which they had great 

•IPieteVlreteien. t HMIdit de non Tempt. . 
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$fficttlty in extricating themselves. They, how« 
ever, at length succeeded; and upon arriving at 
Naumbourg, received intelligence that t)ie hutears 
of General Ziethen had fallen vpon the Saxon quar- 
ters at HennersdorfE; By the movements of the 
Prussian army it was contrived that the Saxons 
should be attack^d in front, in flankj, and in the reaf) 
at one and the same moment. Thus hemmed i^j]|ey 
soon gave way ; and the success was eomplel 
this action the Saxons lost six cannons and ii^ 
dards; 1100 of their men were taken prisonel^^nj 
their baggage was pillaged by the Prussian hussars.* 
The victorious army encamped at Hennersdorff 
for the night, and the next dav learned that the 
Prince of Lorraine had retreated. On the 25th the 
king pursued him : but the prince continuing to fly, 
the former was obliged to give up all hope of brinfif« 
iiig him to an engagement, and to content himseu 
with obtaining possession of the town of Goerlitz; 

. where he found the great magazines of provisions 
destined for the use of the Austrian army, and took 
a considerable number of prisoners. The Austrians, 
who feared lest the Prussians should be beforehand 
with them, and' cut off their retreat, now hiistened 
their flight; and with this view set Are to their own 
baggage* They were, notwithstanding,v much har- 
assed by the Prussian lighj; troops, who also took a 
considerable number of prisoners. Finally, after an 
expedition into Lusatia, which had lasted only one 
week, they found themselves again in Bohemia ; but 

. weakened by ^he loss of about 6000 men, and de- 
prived of their magazines and their baggage. 

The King of Poland was, with reason, so much 
alarmed at these successes of the Prussians, that he 
le(t Dresden, and retired to Prague ; while Frederic 
wrote to the Prince of Anhalt, ** I have struck my 
stroke in Lusatia; do yon strike yours at Leipsic; 

* Histoirt de mon Temps. ' 
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nnd I reekon upon meeting yon at Dresden.^* In 
pursuance of 4ii8 advice of his master, the Prince 
of Anhalt left Halle seeretijr, on tlie 36^ of Noven- 
her, and penetrating suddemy into Saxony, drove the 
General Sibils)^ from Skeudita, and the Count He- 
FKird horn hia intrenehmenta near Leipaic* On the 
doth lie forbed the town of Leipaic to capitulate. 
The same fateMtended £ilenbui|^ on the Istof De« 
' ember,, and Toi^u on the dth. On the 0th of De^^ 
- fitber the prhi^ with hia aarmy were encamped at 
Vorgau.i ' 

The King of Prussia, whose anxiety to join tiie 
Prince of Anhalt was great, determiaed ppon enter<r 
ing Saxony by Meissen. With this view he sent 
forward the General Lehwald with a corps of troopa» 
Co Summon the town of Meissen, which was gar- 
risoned by Saxon grenadien» under the command 
of General Alenbeck. The latter, who was pressed 
on one side by Lehwald, and(Hi the other by Anhalt, 
escaped dnring the night The Prussian general 
took possesion of the town, and joined the Princo 
of Anhait.| Meanwhile the Prince of JLorraine.had 
marched from Bohemia into Saxony, by Leutmeritk, 
aAd was encamped between Pima and Plaiaen, with 
an intention of uniting his army with that of the 
Saxons upon the first opportunity. Fearing this. 
Junction, the Prince of Anhalt determined, without 
waiting for tha arrival of the King of Prussia, upon 
attacking the Saxons, whose army, mider the com* 
mahd of Count Riitow8ky,had lately been jc4ned by 
a reinfori^ment of Austriana, commanded by Gene* 
ral Grune, and now covered the city of Dresden*^ 

Rotowsky had intrenched hinuelf in a strong po- 
sition at Kesseladorf, and was so confidant that the 



* ''J*«lflri|i|i«iiMmeoiip«tiLaMM, flrappex !• tMM4 L«I|m|o; «I>i 
flunpte Tou revoir A Dreflde.** 
t GriiiMMiid«TttbleMdeUiVIettdaRefne4»FMdivtelL 

i MOllflr, Twitkm det Ovemt 69 Fradefli to 

I flUMlra d« moa Tempi 
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Prirssians would not venture to attack him in it, that 
lie refused the offer of the Prince of Lorraine to 
send him further reinforcements. :He was, however, 
deceived in his expectations, for on the morning of 
the 15th of December, the Prince oCAnhalt attacked 
an advanced post of the Saxons, behind Wiisdruf, 
and obliged the troops composing it to retire to Kes- 
selsdorf.* The main body of the Saxons was here 
drawn up in order of battle, halving their Austrian 
auxiliaries on their right wing. Their leA wing was 
defended, by thirty great cannons, and their centre 
by fifty : under the fire of all of which the Prince of 
Anhalt had to form his line of battie.f Three bat- 
talions of grenadiers, and the Prince of Anhalt's own 
regiment of infantry, attacked the village of Kessels- 
dorf : twice they obtained possession of it, and 
twice they were repulsed with great loss. The sec- 
ond time, the Saxon grenadiers; eager in the pursuit, 
left the village, and were immediately attacked by 
the dragoons, who forced them to retire to their firsl 
post. General Lehwaid. then attacked them with 
the right wing of the Prussian infantry, obtained 

S^ssession of their batteries, and of the heights nea 
esselsdorf, and thus turned the fiank of the Saxo^ 
army. He thus threw their whole line into disorder, 
and continued a tremendous fire, tiH the Prince 
Maurice of Anhalt, having passed a deep ravine, and 
beaten back the right wing of the Saxons, the defeat 
became general.]! 

The Saxon army fought well, but were at length 
obliged to fly towards Dresden. The Austrian re- 
inforcement, under General Grune, fled with them, 
having taken no part in the battle. In their re- 
treat they joined the Austrian army, with whom 
they marched into Bohemia. The Prince of Lor- 
raine offered Rutowsky to. march with him the next 

* Hiatolre de non TemjM. 

t BfOUer, Tablaaa d«Oiien«t de Frederic le Grtnd. 

I Ortmoftrd, Tftblean de la Vie eid« Begne de Frederic le QnuL 
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day, and again attack the Prussians. . But the Saxon 
general was contented with his beating, and refused 
to agree to the plan ; alleging as an excuse, that his 
infantry was almost entirely destroyed, that he had 
lost 10,000 men, that his soldiers were in want of 
arms and munitions, and that they had not yet re- 
covered from their panic* The loss of the Prus- 
sians in the battle oi Kesselsdorf amounted to 3000 
killed and wounded; that of the Saxons to 4500. 
Five generals, 300 officers, and 6000 men were taken 
prisoners, with forty-ejight cannpns, and eight stand- 
ards. 

Viewing the Victory of Kesselsdorf in all its bear- 
ings, and considering it with reference to the strength 
of the enemy's position, their number, and the in- 
clemencies of the season (the ground being covered 
wjth ice), we must allow that it was one of the most 
remarkalble and glorious of those gained 'hy the 
Prussians during the wars of the great Frederic. 

. On the day of this victory the King of Prussia had 
only been able to reach Meisseii. He had .heard no- 
thing of late from the Prince of Anhalt, and was in 
the greatest state of anxiety ; being convinced that 
some action had taken place. ^ If fortune had not 
been favourable to Anhalt he had determined to as- 
semble his army on the heights of Meissen, to join 
them to the beaten troops, placing the latter in the 
second line, and then to attack the enemies a^in* 
and Mrrest the victory from them.t The prmce, 
however, spared him the necessity of adopting this 
desperate course. On the evening of the 15th an 
officer brought the king the news of the battle ; on 
the 16th his army crossed the EUbe, and on the 18th 
joined that of the Prince of Anhalt.! 

Previously to the battle of Kesselsdorf Frederic 
appears to have been di9s.atisfied with his old gen^ 

* Hiitolre de mon TemM. t I^id» 

i MOUer, Tableau dea Guerraa da Fradeile la Grand 
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ml : he complained of his slowness and circum* 
speetion; and seems to have thongilit that Anhalt 
wished to contrast these qualities with the rashness 
of a young man, which the king had shown in La* 
iatia. However this might be, the pnnce, by this 
great success, which was his last military exploit, 
nobly concluded a life which had been passed j& the 
conduct of armies. The Prince Leopold of Anhalt* 
Dessau had lived in camps for fifty years. In 170t 
he had been the first person who entered the French 
lines at the siege of Turin ; and he was now, in the 
winter of his days, considered the most eminent 
oflicer for the cohdUct of infantry in Burope.* The 
king, when they met, gave the prince those praises 
and that meed 6f thanks whibh }ie had so amply ^ 
Served : and the prince showed him the field of bat- 
tle. ,*• Here,** observes tfredcric,' in his account of 
this war, ** even the difficulties that had been en- 
countered, however great, and the number of pris- 
oners that had been taken, however considerable, 
were less surprising circumstances than the crowds 
<»f the inhabitants of Dresden who covered the 
whole country, having come out of the town to Ineet 
and look ^t the Prussians*"t 

The Prussian army, conducted by its monar;^ 
Inarched on the very day of its junction with its vic- 
torious brethren to Dresden, and took possession of 
one of the suburbs,^ General Bosc, the govemoiv 
endeavoured in vain to obtain a capitulation : he was 
obli£^ed to open the gates to the yictdrs, and to sui^ 
render. himself a prisoner of war» together wiUi 40M 
men who were in the town.t It would have been 
impossible to have defended I>resden upon the pre»> 
ent occasion; but JBose took the opportun^ of 
throwii^ the blame of the surrender 6pon the Count 
Bruhl, the hated minister of his master. Bnihl tol 



* Voltaire, Slide de Loola XV. 
' Hisloire de mon Tempi. 
GriiQoard, Tableau de la Vie ec duR^gne dn Frederle le Omi. 
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demolished some of the fortifications, in ord^r to 
enlarge the gardens of his hotels situated on the 
Elbe.* When, therefore, the Prussians demanded 
admittance, Bosc said that he must y\%\&^ for ke 
could not defen4 a flower-garden*^ It was upon thia 
occasion that the King of Prussia visited the house 
of Bruhl, of which the most remarkable part appears 
to have been his wardrobe. This consisted, accord- 
ing to an eyewitness at the time, of '* 60 swords, 
80 canesy. 322 snufT-boxts, 528 suits of dothes, 
600 pairs of boots, 800 pairs of shoes, and materials 
of various kinds>ot made up, enough to clothe three 
towns.'*! There was one room entirely full of wigs, 
which caused the king, when he entered it, to remark, 
•* What numbers of wigs for a man without a head."$ 
Upon his arrival in Dresden Frederic forthwith 
sent fresh offers of peace ^ to the King of Poland/ 
dated fron^ his capital. He then went to see the 
family of that sovereign, who had remained in the 
town, and treated them with the greatest kindness 
and attention. || It had been reported that the Prince 
of Anhah had demanded the pillage of Dresden^ as a 
reward to his army for their fatigues and seryices at 
Kesselsdprf. The only answer given to this calumny 
was the perfect discipline that was obserVed by every 
soldier in the Prussian army at Dresden. Not an in- 
habitant was insulted ; not a theft was committed. 
The king had all the shops opened ; gavis a great din- 
ner to the foreign ministers; uid commanded an 
Italian opera after the tepast, which he attended in 
per8on.j|P "In short," observes Voltaire, "it was 
nardly percieptible that the possession of the town 
had changed hands ; and its capture was only signal- 

* Vie de Frederic n. 

t " Je ne pnii pee me deftndre daoa mi Jexdin de lialniiM.* 

iBntene. Voyagenr qui ee repoe*. 
" Que de perrnqnee poor un bomme eane tlte." 
Voltaire eaye, ** Be acted toward* them «■ waa to 1m expeeled tnm 
the most poliebed man of hia an" 
IT Hiatoire de mon taipa.^olt«ire, flMelo de Lottfa XV. 
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iMd b)r tfao ttt0« tint tieie' given in ii.''* The 
Saxonsy aeowtomed ta pleasiiresi took piart rea^y 
in. thoM offerad to tbea» by the victors ; and they 
even attended the *' Te Deums^ whiph were per* 
formed in honour of the aucceaaea of the I^rueaian 
arm8.t ^ 

Such yraa the terror inejured to the aiind of Au* 
gustua the Third by the ts^ii^ of Dreaden^ and. so 
coqipletely were the calculationa of hia feeble and 
treacheroua miniat^r Count Brnhl destroyed by that 
event) that the Saxon government waa fprced. to 
make peace at oncot upon the terma offered to them. 
It waa no longer the counsel^ora of the King of t^o- 
land who offered obstaelea to the general paclfica'* , 
tion of Germany; ao ready were they to conclude 
the war without delays ths^t they sent Mr. Villiers,! 
the English envoy it the court of Saxony* from 
Prague,, to Frederic at Dresden* with the fullest 
powers. The conse<)uence of this oon^uct was* 
that the King of Prussia* having entered, Dresden on 
thjd 18th of Deceifiber, signed tne peace of Dresden 
with the Saxona and Austhi^na on the 25th of the. 
same month* The Count de Harrach had arrived 
there from the empress-queen shortly after Mr. Vil« 
liers* and was too nappy* on the part of his govern- 
ment, to accede to tbe convention of Hanover.^ For 
it is obaervabte* that so great waa the moderation of 
the King of Prussia* that his stipulations continued 
unvaried* even af^r the victoijous day of Kessels- 
dorf and the posaession of Dresden. By this peace 
Silesia and the. county, of Glatz were again assured 
to the King of Pruasia.| The Kin^ of Poland also 
agreed to give vnp to him* for an equivalent* the town 

• VolUin, SMele de Louis XV. 

t Vlo dA Fradflito Q»' 
^ i Tta(miatVUUera, a younger wmtirWUlianfMeQodEiH of J«wf* 
■ nesotiator of tmall aMUiiea. B^ was afterward craaM Lwd Hjrili 
of Hlntoiir«id m^ er.Clareodoa. 

$ Histoire de mon Tempe. 
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of Fur8temberg» cm the Oder^a^ the passage of 
Schildo ; and to pay to him a million of crowns** 

The negotifitions in whioh Mr. V iUiers had acted 
as mediator had been going on for a month ; Init the 
t>ad faith of the Saxons had prevented their adyauc- 
ing towards a conclusipn. Nothing but the briUiaiit 
successes of the Prussians would ever have put an 
end to these intrigues. The long correspcHidence 
between the King of Prussia, hisminister Podevils* 
the Saxon mihisters, and ^^lliers exhibits a good 
specimen of diplomatic ohicaaery ; but pf the let- 
ters composing it none are worth quoting wititi the 
exception pf the last, being the one written by 
. Frederic to YlUiers the day hOjObtatn^d possession 
. Hii Dresden. It is dated 

" DxMden, 18th Deoenber, 1745. 

•• Sir, 
^ I was much surprised to receive ]>ropositioiis for 
peace on a day of battle ;f and I have been suffi* 

' ciently convinced of the little sincerity of tiie Saxon 
ministers by the return of. Prince Charles of I^or- 
laine into Saxony. Fortune, which has seconded 
my cause, has put me in a condition to notice these 

' proceedings iii the ivay they deserve ; but far from 
having such intentions, I again offer, for the last 
time, my friendship to the King of Poland. My 
successes do not blind me : and though I might wim 
reason be proud of my situation, I am^lways in the 
same sentiments of preferring peac^ to war. I am 
waiting for M. de Bulow and M. de Rex!^ to have 
theii full powers, in order that the Count de Po- 
devils, who w^l arrive hete either this evenii^ or 

' to-morjow, jsiay enter imihediately into negotiations 
veith them. I cannot^ how^vei', conceal my surprise 
that an fingllsh minister could ever advise me tode- 
part from a treaty, which I have made with the king 

* Grimound, TUblwu de 1« Vie et du Regne d« Frederia lo Onnl 
t XeaMladoH; ^vHMfivsMpleiiipoieiiaariM. 
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toA master, and which Great Britain has g^uarantiecL 
You will "sooner see me perish, with ray whole army, 
than yield the least particle of that treaty. 

"If, therefore, the Queen of Hungary chooses, 
onc^e for all, to make peace, I am willing to sign one 
in conformity with the convention of Hanover: if 
she refuses this offer, I shall consider myself justi- 
. fied in increasing my demands. Bring me therefore 
the last determinations of the King of Poland, and 
let me know at once if he prefers the' total ruin of 
his country to its preservation, and sentiments of 
hostility to those pr friendship: in a word, if he had 
rather relight the deadly flames of war instead of 
re-establishing peace with his neighbours, and-tran* 
quillizing Germany. I remain, with all possible es- 
teem, &c. &c, &c. 

"FBEDWUd.*** 

While the war was thus drawing to a close, Frede- 
ric received the following letter from Louis the Fif- 
teenth, in answer to a forcible appeal for further as- 
sistance, which he had written to him in the midst 
of his late perils and difficulties, from Beilin. With 
the King of Prussia's usual good fortune, this letter, 
which was certainly i^ot intended by the writer of it 
to do him service, arrived just in time to enable that 
monarch to break off his relations with France, of 
which he had no further need; and at the same time 
to throw the blame of so doing upon the government 
of that country* 

** Sir, and my Brother, 
"Your majesty, in your fetter of the 15th of No- 
vember, confirms to me what I already knew respect- 
ing the convention of Hanover of the 36th of Au« 
gust. I cannot help being astonished that a treaty 
should have been negotiated, concluded, signed, and 

»Yied«VMarieIL 



ntt»fi«d ^pri^ a sovermn who is taj enemy wi Aont 
my recaiving tha sligntest notiee of it. 1 am mrt 
jiuirprised at your refusal to lend yomself toriolmt 
measures* wad to a direct and (xntjea^ eog^agiemeitt 
against mes mveaemies ought to know yonr qia» 
jesty better. I consider it a fresh itijncy to raVself 
that they should hare dared to make to you such un- 
il^orthy pn^}osition8« i oocmted iq>on your creating 
. a diversion. I have made two powerml one^my* 

! self in Flanders nsA Italy ; wk9e.I occupied on the 

Rhine the atteiitibtt of the <)ueeii of Hunfi^ary's 
largest army. The ^xpensec I have goiye into, and 
Ihe efforts I have made, have beenr rewarded by the 
greatest supceeses* The ^eeta of these hare, iiow» 
^ver, bee^ much endangered by the treaty whick 
your majesty has cooclnded wtnoot piy privity. If 
^ Queen of Hungary had agfoed to that4reatv, all 
her army in Boheaua woiM have been tuddei^ 
famed against jno. Tlieaeareiiotthewaysinwhidi 
peace can really be made* I do not, however, cm 
this acpottttt, feel the less dread at the perils and 
dangers whieh yon tore now in the midit of. Nothing 
oan equal myimpalienee to hear of your safety ; an! 
^e assurance of your security and tranqmltity wiM 
cause mkie. Your niajesty haa great forces under 
your command; you are'fheterror of yonr enemies, 
over whom you nave gained considerable and glo» 
nous advantages; joinefd to which, the winter, which 
suspends all military operations, will aid you to de» 
fend yourself. Who ia more ca|nble than your ma- 
jesty to afford good eounsete to yourself t if on have 
only to Callow what ahay^be soggesied to yoii by 
your taleat^ your experience^ and above all, yomr 
aei^se of honour. Witii re^urd to assistance from 
me, which can only consist in subsidies and diver- 
sions, I have given all that was possible; and I will 
dtmtinue to do so m fhe ways the most hkely to en* 
sure success. I am reinforcinff my trbopsw I no* 
gleet nothing; but I am hastenmg whatever prepa* 

Aa8 
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ntioiw may enable me to act in the ensning cam- 
paign with the greatest vigour. If your majesty has 
any projects in view capable of favouring my enter- 
prises I entreat you to communicate them to me, as 
I shall always have great pleasure in acting in con- 
cert with you,*** 

The commentary of Frederic upon this letter of 
his lyrother of France, which he gives iii his History 
of the War, is amusing. ^ This tetter, at^rst sigh V^ 
says he, ** appears amiable and civil ; but when one 
considers the critical position in which the King of 
Prussia then was, as well as the preceding negotia- 
tions which had taken place between him and the 
court of France, one cannot help remarking in it a 
tone of irony, which was the more misplaced be- 
cause it was undoubtedly never intended to fulfil 
the reciprocal engagements contraoted jyy the treaty 
of Versailles by means of epigrams. Let us strip 
this letter of its phrases, and examine what it really 
says. ' I am very sorry that you have concluded the 
treaty of Hanover without telling me; for if tl)e 
Queen of Hungary had accepted it, the Prince of L<6r- 
raine would have returned mto Alsatia. Do noty^ou 
perceive that the war in Italy and Flanders is a di- 
version I make in your favour 1 For you cannot 
suppose that I have any interest in the conquest of 
I^anders: .and as for the establishment of my son- 
in-lawf Don Philip, in Italy, I do not care about it. 
Oonti knows so'well how to keep in check the prin- 
cifml forces of the Queen of Hungary in Germany, 
iiai he has retreated across the Rhine, and let them 
make whom they would emperor; while Traun was 
enabled to send Griine into Saxony; and indeedt 

* Hiptolrt 4e mon Torop*. 

t TIm Infknt Philip, Dake of Parma and Placentia, m younfaraoaoT 
Fhilip ilie Fifth, King of Spain, marrtad In 1738 Looiaa EUsahach. daifli. 
larorLottlatiiaFUIeanth. ^ 
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might have followed him with the rest of hi$ surmy 
if the Queen of Hungary had thought proper to em- 
ploy it against you. I have done great things this 
campaign. Your actions hs^ve also been talked of. 
I ant rtorry for the dangerous situation in which you 
have placed yourself for mv sake ; but then the only 
way of acquiring glory is by sacrificing oneself for 
France. Show firmness and fottitude' therefore in 
your suffering ; and imitate the example of my other 
allies, whom labandoned, it is true, but to whom I 
give charity when they have been stripped of all their 
possessions. Take counsel of your own tsdent, and 
of ''that presumption which has led you sometimes to 
venture to offer me advice. You will doubtless 
have ability sufficient to extricate yourself from your 
difficulties; and besides, the cold of winter will ren- 
der your enemies torpid, and prevent their fighting 
you. If, however, any misfortune should happen to 
yx>u, I, shall promise you that the French academy 
shall make a funeral oration over your kingdom, 
which your enemies have destroyed. Your name 
«lso shall be placed in the martyrology of those en* 
thusiasts who have ruined themselves in the service 
of France, and whom she condescended to abandon. 
You see I have already made diversions, and have 
offered you a subsidy of a million of livres. You 
must have great hopes in the beautiful campaign I 
mean to make next summer, and for which I am 
already making preparations : and be assured that I 
will act in concert with you on all the subjects in 
which you will blindly follow jiny wishes, and con* 
form yourself in every thing to what is favourable to 
my interests.'*' 

It is evident that Frederic was much galled by the 
ironical epistle of Louis ; and it must thereforehave 
been particularly gratifymg to him that the prosper- 
ous state of his affairs enabled him to reply to the 
Wrtheh monarch in the following manners- 
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f* SiTt and my Brothet, 
f^ After the letter whicb I wrc^e ta your n^esty 
on the 15^ of Kovembeiv T h^ I tfaink» a right to 
expect from yQQ some ri^al assistance*. I w3l aot 
now enter into a coosideratioD of the reasons jovt 
may hare for ahandoiihi£r your allies to the cafHices 
of fortune. Upon the present occ^ou the yalour 
Qf my itoapt has d^vered me from the dangerous 
poiiituNi in which I was plaped» If the nunuier of 
my enemies had overwhelmed me» your majesty 
wooLd am>ar«ntly have been contented with pityuig 
me; ana I should have been without resowces. 
How can an alliance subsist^t ipless the contracting 
powers concur with an equal ardour for their eom- 
vmon pireservation T Your ms^esty tells me to take 
counsel of myself; and I shaU do so, as you think it 
fittiof . Reason tells me to end ^ ^peeduy as I ean 
a war winch has no longer airf object, since the 
Austrian t^oqas are jio hmger m Alsatia^ and the 
jfimperor is no more. Under these circumstanoes 
any future battles that might be fou^t woidd be 
only a uaelesa efiuaioa of blood* Beasou also ad- 
vises me to think of m^ owit security.; aa^ to le- 
ilect iq^B the great Russian armament whiqh threat- 
mm my kmgdom on the side of Courland; and on 
ihi6 ^my which M. de TtbxA commands; on the 
Bhine» aad which might easily march towards Saz- 
cmy ; and silsp to consider the inconstancy of for- 
tune, and that, in the circumstances in which I find 
myself, I most not expect any assistance from my 
allies* The Austriana and the Saxons have just smt 
oimisteics here to negotiate a peace* I have there- 
fore no other part left than to sign it. After having 
thus acquitted myself of the 4uty I owe to the state 
1 0oveBi and to my own family, no oliject will be 
more aiudonsly sought by me than to make myself 
useful to the interestsr of your majesty » 1 shouM be 
indeed tiFi4y hsii^y if I eoukl be the iustiumeot of the 
general pacificati(ui of Europe* Your majesty eoidd 
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not ititmst your wishes to any one who is more at- 
tached to you than myself, or who. would labour 
with more earnestness to re-establish concord andT 
C^ood intelligence between the different states whom 
these long cQsputes have rendered enemies. I en- 
treat you to continue your friendship to me, which 
will always be {wecious to me ; and to be persuaded 
that I am^ &c; «c.** ■- . 

If this bitter uiswer was not a suflScient revenge 
.to. Frederic for the manner in which he thought he 
had been treated by the court of France, he had the 
additional pleasure of leaving the whole burthen of 
the war upon that pow^r; and thus also giving em- 
ployment to those who might otherwise have been 
mcuned to have renewed the contest with himself 
It appears, indeed^ after the peace of Dresden, to 
have been the distinct intention of Maria Theresa to 
obtain, by means of advantages gained qver France, 
a compensation for the territories which had been 
wrested from her by the Prussian monarch.* 

Thus concluded a war of considerable duration ; 
attended with much human suffering and great loss 
of life ; but marked with no importaiS consequences. 
^.Considering, therefore, things at their true value, 
we are obliged to acknowledge that this contest was 
in every respect only a useless effusion of blood ; 
and that the continued victories of the Prussians . 
only helped to confirm to them the possession of 
Silesia. In a word, if consideration and reputa- 
tion in arms merit that efforts should be made to ob- 
tain them, undoubtedly Prussia, by gaining them, 
was recompensed for having undertaken the war; but 
this was all she gained by it ; and even this imaginary 
advantage excited feelings of envy against her.**! 

The peace of Dresden being signed and ratified, 
Frederic commenced the evacuation of Saxony on 

•▼«itaiiiB,atteltdeUiiiarr. f BUrtoire de mon Tcoquk 
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the 1st of JwvBoajf 1746» ani ntamad to bis o^n 
capital. Her» hs was v osived with arches of In- 
umpby and with the appellation of #Witfrtg <A# Gr^«0t» 
which, has eyw sioce remained to him. . This epi- 
thet, sought by so many and obtainsd by so few» was 
undouhtecQy due to Um lor his roiKtaiy eaq)loits$ but 
the philoso{>ber and the historian have a still greater 
pleasure' in bestowing it upon hkn Ant those emineBt 
merits as a legislator and a sovereign, which the 
long couxse of traoqumity he was now sbout to en- 



joy gave him an of^rtuiHAy of dii^yiiig in 

fttuestlus^.* 
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CHAPTER I. 

I 

Vli>li^rB^,Oonp9riaon of Frederic wftli ChailM the Twriftfh— FrBderiti^ 
** Hirtory of his own Time*— Ho nptin hit L oeeei ettned by Um 
W«r— Relbrm of the Laws— Omo of ihe BlUler Aniold— Oangoroiw 
nioessof thoKiiif— Field»inarshal Keith and LordMariechal^Efibets 
of tho F^paoe of Aix-la-(^apello— Warllln Attitodebf tho OMirta of 
ftnssla and Anscrte— Pinna Air tho AmoUoi^tion 6t tho diilhraac 
Braaches or the Pmsslaa GoTomment— ^PecoEdanr Besovioes of Prno- 
Ma— Colonies established by Flrederio— He aboHsnes the Cterritadooir 
thoPoawnte Hia Chplca of tho Minlaiora of KaMghML 

» 

Am emmeHt writer of ihe last century^ whoso 
works have been already quoted upon seyeral oc>» 
casionsy obserres with Jastice, how BMich more a 
remarkable man l^deric was than Oharles the 
Twelfth ; because^ being equally fortunate with that 
sovereign in his wars and in his treattea, he also* a|i 
soon as the ^tter were concluded, apj^Ued himself 
with espial success^ to the improvement of histerri^ 
tones and the encouragement of the arts. That he 
passed at once, and ap|Miteiitl}r Without diffieulty, 
from the tUDM^t of war to a retired and philosopA* 
cal Ufe, and gave himself up to the studies of poetry, 
eloquence, and history i without, however, omitting 
my of the duties of a sovereigik He adds that 
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Frederic never regarded Charles as a great man, be- 
cause he was only a hero !* 

** I have not entered,** continues the same writer, 
in his History of *the Age of Louis the Fifteenth, 
<* into any detail of the victories of the King of Prus« 
sia: he has himself given a' relation. of them. It 
belonged to CtBfor alon^ to write his ConimentariesJ" 
No sooner, indeedi had the peace of Presden afforded 
any teisuR to Frederic than he commenced his ac- 
count of the two wars against the house of Austria, 
which had occupied the first "years of his reign. 
This he entitled *' The History of my own Time." 
Of this wdlk, \^hich has been often referred to in 
the preceding pages, be gives the following account 
himself, in a letter written to Voltaire.f *• The work 
which at present occupies me is not in the way of 
memoirs nor commentaries : my own history hardly 
enters into my plan ; for I consider it a folly in any 
one. to think himself sufficiently remarkable to ren- 
der it necessary that the whole universe should be 
informed of the details relating to him. I describe 
generally the disturbed state of Ehirope ; and I have 
particularly endeavoured to expose the ridicules znA 
the contradictions which, may be remarked in those 
who govern it. I have given ft precis of the most 
important negotiations suid the most remarkable war- 
like operations ; and 1 have at the same time inter- 
spersed these relations with reflections iipon the 
causes of events, and 6n the different effects which 
the same thing, produces at different times and in 
Cerent nations.^ 

In another letter, written about the same time, he 
says, ** I am at present buried in history : I study it; 
I write it ; and I find myself more curious to be well 
acquainted with that of others than to know the end 
of my own.**^ Nor is the modesty put forward by 

■* Voltalra, BMde de Lmilf XV. 
i 8vp]deBi0nt aux (EuTresMMthiiineB de Fraderle U. 
X Letter to Voltaire o^' the »d of February, 1747. 
i Laciirl0yotein0r tto Mdrnf Afril, 1747 
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Frecteric, When speaking of himself In these letters, 
n mere profession. Those who take the, trouble of 
looking into his History of hia own Time will i|nd 
that he is full a? ready to enumerate and .to blame 
his own. faults as those of othe»: while the rela* 
tion, which he cannot omit, of his* own great actionB, 
is couched in very simple language, and written with 
the most modest brevity. Frederic undcnibiedly 
could afford to be modest when speaking of his mili- 
tary achievements; but this circumstance by no 
means diminishes his merit in being so. 

The first care, however, of the Kiiig of Prussia, 
when he found himself at peace, was to restore the 
losses he had sustainedTin his army; for he was weU 
aware that to preserve tranquiUity it is necessary to 
be always in a condition to resist oppression. He 
found great facilities in recompleting his regiments 
from the numbers of Austrian and Saxon prisoners 
he had taken, most of whom enrolled 4hemselveA 
under his banners. The peace of Dreisden gave rise 
to many separate negotiations,^of which one of the 
most important to Prussia was that commenced for 
the purpose of obtaining the guarantee of the empire 
to the con^ditioQS of that treaty. Maria Theresa ob- 
jected to the guarantee unless it were accompanied 
at the same time with one in favour of the Frag* 
matic Sanction. Finally, 'the guarantee was not 
given by.^he diet of the empire till the year 1761 ; 
though the principal sovereigns of Europe who eon- 
curred in the peace of Aixola^Ghapelle in 1748 ha4a 
upon that occasion, given to the Prussian monarch 
respectively the guarantee he required.* 

The ydar 1747 was rendered remarkable in the 
Pnissian 'jannals by the commencement of the re- 
form of the law8,*and of /the administration of jus- 
tice in the Prussian states. The ancient edicts, 
which were in forpe in these territories, were a bart>a- 
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rous mixtqre of the Roraan and the Saxon laws, which 
were difficult to administer, and even to understand; 
while they were.at the s^me tiine favourable to every 
species d vexatious delay.* Frederic determinedf 
as he himself expresses it) '*to destroy the hydra 
of chicanery.'^t The two first wars of Silesia had 
occupied him so much that he had been ol^liged to 
suspend this undertaking ; but as soon as they were 
concluded he returned to the prosecution of it, and 
continued to keep it in view during the whole of his 
long reign. In the commencement' of this great 
work he was fortunate in iiaving as his chancellor 
the Baron Oocc^ji, a man of integrity and ability, and 
who had already distinguished himself in his at- 
tempts to ameliorate the laws of 4*rosBia. Cocceji 
had been originally a professor in the university 
which existed at Frankfort On the Oder. He after- 
ward filled different offices during the reign of Frede- 
ric William, and among others that of president of 
the chQ;mber of justice at Berlin.^ While occupying 
this post he propose^, certain reforms in the manner 
of administering justice ; but Piotho, the minister of 
justice, who wils jealous 6f him, prevented their 
taking effect. On the death of Plothp, Cocceji s\ic- 
ceeded him ; and forthwith drew up a fi;eneral plan, 
-with a view to the same object, which he presented 
to the king. Frederic William, however, referred it 
to some of his other hiwyers, who, like most mem<* 
'bers of the same profession in all countries, being 
strongly prejudiced in favour of the legal errors and 
fo^ms and technicahties in which they had been 
brought up, made an unfavourable re|H>rt of Oocceji's 
fAan, and itw^as consequently not put into execu- 
tion.^ 

In 1747 Cocceji was made great chancellor, and 
under the auspices of a more enlightened sovereign 

* Hlfltoiredela Gwrre de Sepc Ana, par Frederic n. 
t Vie de Prederic 11. X Md 

$ mrabMm, de la Mooarehie Pnaaienae. 
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again .commenced his task. He still, i^ is troe» found 
difficulties in executing his reform ; but supported by 
the monarch, and assisted by Jarriges, who after- 
ward succeeded him as chancellor, and by other able 
lawyers, he succeeded ^in compiling a body of laws, 
which he entitled the Code frederic.* The most 
strenuous opponent o(. these novelties and changes 
was Amim, the minister of justice : and. those law- 
yers who took, his view of the subject were, there- 
fore called Amimians ; while the followers of the 
chancellor were designated by the name of Cocce- 
jians.t This contest, which ought, from the mvity 
of its subject, to have been kept within the bounds 
of reasott^and moderation, soon <!iegenerated into all 
the bitterness of party. Amim jresigned his situa- 
tion ; and Cocceji, using without mercy his power as 
a conqueror, had all his followers who held legal 
places turned outt 

The merits, and they are immense ones, of the 
Code Frederic as compared with the barbaric and 
confused laws which preceded it, were, — first, the re- 
ducing the whole body of the jurisprudence of the 
country to one system, agreeing in all its parts ; and 
secondly, the getting rid of the delays and vexatious 
impediments to justice which previously existed. 
Undoubtedly the new code had also many faults; 
among whiph, those that have been the most fre- 
quently reproached to it are the obscuritv of some 
of its enactments, and the want of a lucid and clear 
order in its various provisions. But Frederic was 
too wise to expect perfection in any work of man ; 
and he was besides well aware that a general cede 
oi laws can only be rendered as perfect as possible 
by degrees ; b3r finding out its defects in practice« 
and by remedying them when found out. He there- 
fore at once put Co.cceji*8 code into action. It was 

* In Latin, *' Corpu Jarli Frederidanim.* 

t TU«i»iilt, SonTenln de Visgt Am de SAJow i Beriia. 

t YtodsFMsrieO. 
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Bubsfequetttly niiieh modified ,bj sttcceeding- chancel- 
lors; till at last, towards the end of the reign of 
Frederic, in 1781, M. de Crammer, the then chancel- 
lory almost entirely remodelled it ; atid gfave to Prus-^ 
sia the body of laws which is still acted upon in that 
country.* 

' At the same time that the new code was promul- 
gated, great reforms were also made in the power 
and constitution of the different tribunals, which led 
to very beneficial effects^ by puri^ing the soiirceof 
justice.' So anxious was Frederic indeed that im- 
partial justice should be done to all, that he was^c* 
customed to say, when giving instnictions to his 
judges upon their appointment, ^ If a suit arises be- 
tween me and one of my subjects, and tliat the ease 
is a doubtful one, you should always decide against 
me."t 

Many years after the establishment of tho Codo 
Frederic, and the reform of the tribunals, Frederic 
received an answer from & miller which' was the 
strongest illustration he could possibly hope for of 
the con^ence of the country in the laws and the 
adminstration of them. When the King of Prussia 
had determined to build what is called thi^ new 
palace of Sans Souci, part of his plan was to con- 
nect the new building with the old Sans Souci by a 
pleasure-ground, which in fact exists. A mill occt^ 
pied part of the ground which he wished to include 
in his new garden. He offered to buy it, and to pay 
for it consideraWjr more than the vahre. The miller 
refused to part with it ; and declared that he would 
n^ver leafve the mill, which had descended to him 
from his forefathers. The king hhnself, in one. of 
his walks, conversed with the miller upon tho sub- 
ject. Becoming at length irritated at the man's c^ 
BtlQacy^ he said to him, *^ You seem not to be award 

* Minbesn, de la MonarclUe Pnunlie&iit. 
t Vie de Frederio IL 
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that I am the master, and that I can take by force 
what you refuse to give up to me."—** Oh," replied 
the* miller, ** you cannot frighten me in this way; 
we have judges at Berlin 1" Frederic was so pleased. 
With the answer that he immediately abandoned his 
plan, and formed his gardens so as not to interfere 
with the patrimony of the miller.* 

One of the points of reform the most insisted 
upon by the .Chancellor Cocqeji to Frederic was, 
that no appe^ai to Frederic himself from the tribit- 
nals should be permitted. The inconveniences of 
this appeal to the sovereign, who.was generally ig- 
norant of the circumstances of the' case appealed 
upon, were manifold. Already in 1743, the depart- 
ment of justice nad memorialized the king upon- the 
disadvantages of this appeal, which they represented, 
and with reason, as adding greatly to the length of 
the suits, to the detention of the prisoners, and to the 
. expenses of the causes. Frederic had then refused to 
aceede to their recommendation, alleging as his rea- 
son, that if he consented to it, ** the judges- would be 
able to oppress the poor people of the provinces as 
much as they liked."t . At the time of the Chimcellor 
Cocceji's reform he at length agreed to the abolition 
of the appeal, which renunciatioh on his part did 
not, however, long continue in force. The anxiety of 
Frederic to do every thing by himself soon caused 
him to take a part in the petitions and memorials 
which were sent to him against the decisions of the 
different judges. In doing this he was undoubtedly 
actuated by the best of motives, namely, that of ob- 
taining impartial jtistice for his people ; but th& re- 
sults of his conduct were not on that account the 
le%s injurious both to the tribunals and to the suitors. 
His arbitrary manner of dealing with the sentences 
pronounced py the courts decried those who sat upon 

* Tbiebftult, SonvenirM dt Vingt Anf A» S^Joor A BArlio. 
t Vie dt IMarie n 
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the Judgfttient-seat in the eyes of the coontry ; and 
the impossibility, on the part of the king, to ob- 
tain a fair view of the aabject under discussion, oc- 
casioned-his frequently committing actual ii^ustice. 
In criminal sentences Frederic was always against 
inflicting severe punishmedts ; and his ejection to 
putting to death even the greatest eriminals, which 
cotttittoed daring his whole life, does infinite honour 
to his humanity. This forbearance to ahed blood 
did not, however, extend to the laws which regulated 
the military. The Prussian discipline Wiis of the 
^rictest and harriiest lapd ; and symptoms of in« 
subordioatiiHi were generally punished with dispro* 
portioned rigour. The barbarity of these military 
punishments,, at which humanity Judders, would 
appear at first sight to be quite incompatible with the 
compassionate intentions usually shown by Frede« 
ric towards criminals;. but the exaggerated notions 
of discipline in vrhich he had been brought up ap- 

Eear, upon all points connected with the army, to 
ave (extinguished entirely the better feetings of his 
nature. Peihaps (though it is not mentioned as an 
excuse) his eonvictioathat the existence of Prussia 
depended upon her army, added to his extreme se-> 
verity for military faults and crimes. Something 
must also be conjceded to the natural inconsistency 
of human nature, increased by the possession of ab* 
solute sovereignty ; which poay have led him^ though 
generally merciuil, to be sometimes unreaspnably 
severe. 

It is certain, however, that few .despotic sove- 
reigns (and no sovereignty was ever more despotic 
than .that of Prussia in the days of Frederic, for his 
word was law in every branch and every department 
of government, and oyer every subject of his king- 
dom) have ever been more careful than he was to 
prevent injustice or oppression, or more anxious to 
mitigate, as mych as he was able, criminal punish- 
ments. On theniemorials also which were s^ him 
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against (he decision of the judges in civil Muts, he 
usually wrote^ when he sent them back to be reheard, 
such phrases as these : '* Do not be so harsh tipoA 
the poQr;" — ** I do not choose that the lower orders 
should be oppressed ;"*^" I will not allow my sub- 
jects to be ^rannized over;*' &c. Upon one occa-^ 
eion the Chancellor Fiirst proved to the king the in- 
justice of a complaint made by a peasant, and wished 
to punish the man for having made it ; but Frederic 
repdied<^*It is not my intention * ;that these poor 
penteants should be imprisoned for faults of this kind« 
Though they, are often in the wrong, I cannot bring 
myself not to listen to their complaints. Am I not 
their father 1"* 

The advantages resulting to the public from these 
exhibitions of humane feeling on the part of Frede- 
ric were,. however, a& has been before Remarked, 
^atly overbalanced by the inconveniences to which 
his interference in the administration of the laws 
frequently gave rise. As one instance out of many 
of the gross iqjustice^ he thus unintentionally com- 
mitted, the. account of-the cause of the miller Ar* 
nold may be cited. This case,, which made consid- 
erable noise in Europe at the time it happened, took 
place many years after the period we are now treat- 
ing of ; but as it relates to the system of jurispru- 
dence of Frederic* it cannot be better placed than as 
an illustration of this part of his history. 

In one of the joumeye which Frederic made everv 
year, for the purpose of reviewing his troqps, a mil- 
ler of the name of Arnold, Uving near a village in 
Pomerania^ presented to him a petition, in whi<;^ he 
said, ^ Sire, I pay your majesty 300 rix-dbUarst of 
rent for the water-mill which belong^ to you in the 
village I inhabit; but the Count N— diverts the 
course of the water which is necessary to work the 
mill ; and I have, in consequence, neither the meanp 

^ Vie de rradtric IL t Abcut iUty pounds tterling. 
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of paying your rent nor of eidsting myself." Frede- 
ric sent the petition to. the then chancellor, M. de 
Fiirst,* with this marginal note to it : ** Let justice 
be done to this miller.'' The .cause was in conse* 
quence tried; and the miller lost it. The following 
year the miliar presented another petition, stating to 
the king that he had lost his cause, but that never- 
theless the facts which he had before stated to his 
majesty were correct. Again Frederic sent the pe« 
tition to the chancellor with the following note : 
'* Let this cause be brought before the second tribu- 
nal ; and let great caw l^ taken that justice is done 
to this man." The miller again had judgment given 
against him ; and again petitioned the king, but more 
in the language of despair than of complaintf 

This last petition Frederic kept, with the view of 
endeavouring to verify the fabts contalnedin it. For 
this purpose, he sent to the place, under other pre- 
texts, an old military officer, a man of probity ; and 
ordered him to visit the spot, and to make an exact 
report to himself alone^ of every thing relating to the 
mill, and of the purposes to wfiicb the Count N— 
applied the water. The officer, whose own estate 
was situated in the neighbourhood, fulfilled his com- 
mission without exciting any suspicions, and de- 
clared to the king, at his return, that, after having' 
thoroughly examined the state of things on the spot, 
he was convinced that the mill could not work for 
want of waiter ; which, want of water was occasioned 
by the diversion of the stream caused by the count, 
and which was therefore the cause of the miller's ruin. 
. But Frederic was not content with a single testi- 
mony upon the subject. After the departure of the 
officer hb had given the same commission, and in 
the same secret manner, to two other trustworthy 
persons, who also nflade him a similar report. 

* M. dt FQnt mieeeedad M. de JarrigM m chancellor, and was Irii^ 
•elf ffuooeeded by M. de Crammer, 
f TUetavlt, BooTenin de VIngt Ana de S^Jonr d Berlla. 
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Frederic now beeame extremely ^indignant with 
his judges. He sent for the Ghaacelior Farst, and 
the three judges who sat in the court of appeal. He 
received them with the greatest seventy; hardly 
permitting them to utter a word in their own de- 
fence, while he abused them without measure for 
their injustice and villany. He then took a pen, 
and wrote with his left hand, being at the moment 
sdfifering under a fit of gou^ in his right, a sentence, 
which condemned the count to restore to the use of 
the^ miller all the water which the stream contained ; 
to pay the costsof the suit, and a sum, by way of re- 
narationy to the miller.' As soon as he had done thid, 
ne recommenced his invectives against the judges ; 
told'Furit he no longer needed his services ; ordered 
them all to be confined in the fortress of Spandau \ 
ajBd conctaded the audience by literally kicking them 
dnt of the room. 

it is obvious that the conduct of the King of 
Prussia upon this occasion was neither decorous 
nor jildicious, as practised towards the chief magis<* 
trales of his tribunals, even supposing they had 
committed the injustiee of which they were accused. 
But this was not th6 case. It afterward appeared ^ 
that the lands of the count were situated lower 
down the stream than the mill; and that, conse- 
quently, he did not. receive the water till after the 
miller had first made tise of it. It is true, the count, 
for the purpose of irrigating his meadows, had made 
new channels for the stream, and thus, by increas- 
ing the raiHdity of its descent, had left the original 
bed lower than was convenient for the purposes of 
thef miller ; so that those persons who made their 
report to Frederic were correct in^ stating that it 
was the count's proceedings which had injured the 
miller. At lAie same time, the judges were entirely 
justified in the decinon they had come to ; it being 
a princii^e of jurisprodence, that a man has a right 
to do what he pleases with a stream which pabseii 
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thrpugh bis lands, provided he does- not take it away 
from proprietors living below him. Of course it 
was at the same time perfectly in the power of the 
miller to have remedied the inconvenience he com* 
plained of, Jby damming up the water to the height 
that was sumcieht for his own purposes. ' ' 

T^ese violent proceedings of Frederic made a 
great sensation, not only in his own dominions, but 
throughout Europe. The lawyers of Berlin and 
the ministers of Frederic all took the part of the 
disgraced magistrates ;^.but the king refused to listen 
to them. At length, more than six monthb after 
the affair had happened, Frederic read an account 
of the. transaction in the ** Armaies PolUiques" of 
Linguet, in which the whole matter was so ably and 
clearly discussed, that he at once saw the error he 
had committed. In consequence he forthwith re* 
leased the judges from Spandau, and restored them 
to their seats on the bendh; all except the chan- 
cellor, with whom he had other causes for being 
dissatisfied, and who remained in disgrace. But it 
was not possible for the king, however much he 
might wish it, to repair the evil he had done. It 
was long before the tribunals of Brandenburgh re* 
covered any thing like feelings of independence. 
Judges who knew themselves liable to be personally 
insulted by an absolute monarch for their decisions, 
were not likely to think so much of the justice of 
the cases that came before them, as of deciding 
them in the way which might be the least likely to 
6ring upon them similar indignities. And suitors 
could not be expected to look either with respect or 
'confidence towards magistrates who had been or 
might be so treated by their sovereign. 

Thiebault mentions (as a remarkable instance 
of the power of Frederic over himself, with regard 
to outward appearances) that he himself passed 
the very evening on which the scene with the judges 
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had tatken place, with the king.* As they went out 
at one door, Thiebault entered at another ; and found , 
the king tranquilly seated in his artn-chait, who di»* 
cussed with him various subjects of literature and 
philosophy, without ap^aring more agitated or ex- 
cited than usual. ' 

In one point of view, and. one alone, the anecdote 
of the miller, from its being so extensively known^ 
had a beneficial effect. It greatly increased the 
popularity of Frederic among the lower orders of 
his subjects, by proving to them how much their 
representations and complaints to him were attended 
to. It also had, of course, the effect of making those 
complaiiits much more numerous. One of them 
became the occasion of showing both thft king and 
one of his judges' in a very sidvantageous point of 
"new. A peasant presented to the king a petition 
against a decision of the tribunal of justice. The 
man, it Would appear, had no reason on his side, but 
Frederic thought otherwise, and therefore sent an 
Order to the tribunal to revise their sentence. The 
cause was heard a second time, and the decision 
was the same as at first. Again the king sent it 
back to the, tribunal, who confirmed their former 
judgments. Upon this Frederic became angry, and 
returned the sentence to Miinchausen, the president 
of the tribunal, with these Words written beneath 
it, '' Ill-examine,d into; ill-considered; ill-decided/' 
Mimchausen replied with all tjie forms of respect, 
but with these remarkable words : " My head is at 
your disposal, but not my conscience, which obliges 
me to declare that the judgment ought to continue 
as it has been given.** Frederic at first was angry at 
the president's boldness ; but finding, upon further 
inquiry, he was in the right, he wrote him a letter 
applauding his firmness, sind gave him an increase 
of salary.f 

* Thiebault, BoaTenira de Vingt Am d« Mjonr A Beilla 
t FtMlorifi It Grand, dec. 
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In the course of this year (1747), we find that 
Frederic was dangerously ill ;. for in a letter to Vol- 
taire* he says, *'I have had serious thoughts of 
dying, haying had a i^ight attack of apoplexy ; my 
■constitution and my youth recalled roe to life.'* 
Though this account would seem sufficiently alarm- 
ing, it does not appear that it had any ulterior con- 
sequences. 

It 'was also during this year that two of the most 
intimate of the friends of Frederic, first entered his 
Bervice,— 'Field-mardhal Keith, and his elder brother, 
Earl Marischal. The two brothers had both been 
engaged in the rebellion of 1715 ^f to which they 
had been principally driven by the slights put upon 
them by the Duke of Argyll, who, upon the acces- 
sion of Greorge the First, became ^ idl-powerful in 
Scotland. Marshal Keith first entered the service 
of Spain, and subsequently that of Russia. His 
reasons for leaving the latter will be best under- 
stood by a perusal of his dwn letter to his brother 
upon this subject. It is dated Potsdam, 38th Octo- 
ber, 1747.t 

*' As soon as I got aboard my ahip 'm the bay of 
Riga, I wrote to my dearest brother to pat him 6ut of 
pain ; but it was not then time to give you a fuU re- 
lation of every thing that had h{q>peH'd to me from 
your departure from Mittau till then; but now that 
I am happily clear, I shall give you as exact an ac- 
count as I can call to memory, 0!f all the chicanes 

♦ Dated 22d February, 1747. 

t Douglas's Scotch Peerag«.—Eloge de Milord Mareschal, par 
D'AIemborc. 

t This letter, whioh has never y« been puUisbed, is presemNi, at 
well as several others which I shall have occasion subsequently to quote 
fW>m, in the collection of MS. letters relating to the family of Keith, In 
the possemion of the honourable ibdmiral Fleming. For the {wrmis- 
eion to make use of them I am indebted to the kiudneaa of I^dy Keith 
(Countess de Flahanlt). The letter here given in the text is an anto- 

Giph letter of the marshal's. As he appears, in somd parts of H, to 
ve (brgotteii hit English^ I have endeavoured to restore the grammati- 
eal oonatruerlon of tlMNO MmtniMtfi ; hot witboiit In any degree altering 
Uieir meaning. 
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E went thBough from the matic^ of Bestovchef. 
You know, on the refusal y6a met with, I resolved 
absokitely to quite the RussiiR service ; but it being 
then the season p€ the campaign, whieh is always 
reckoned there till the. 15th October, I delayed give* 
mg my petition till winter ; about the beginning of 
which I got account that a very eonsiderable corps 
would certaiidy m^r^ to Flanders or the Rhine in 
the begmning of the foliawing year. 

''^ As I then conntaanded the troops in Livonia, the 
only ones which could be empfoyed in that expedi- 
tion, I made no doubt bdt the command would fall 
to me ; not supposing they would take my division 
from me, to give it to another, just when it was going 
to enter on action ; arid what confirm'd me more in 
tbaa idea was, that on the forming the winter quarters, 
Field-marshal Lacy haveing proposued to the coUedge 
of war that I should go to Revel,, and command that 
part of' the division which was to go to Estland, 
While he commanded those who remain'd in Livonia, 
I wae ordered to remain in Riga* This confirmM 
me*m my former opinion ; but the relhsal was onl^v 
designed to give me the mortification to see the divi* 
lilon delivered to P« Repnin in my presence* 

'^ In the month of December F. M. Lacy was called 
to Petersburg, and then the march became publick. 
I received compliments from s^sveral theite, and all 
the officers of the army did the like. You may be- 
lieve I did not accept of them. I was sure my 
friend Bestoucheff wouM do his utmost to hinder it« 
aa well as my Lord Hyndford ; whom I suspected 
at that time to doe me in particular ill offices, of 
which !• have been convinced since,' for he endear* 
oured to make F. M.< Lacy believe that I spoke ill 
of him. 1 wrote to some of my friends at court to 
know who won*d have the command; to whidi 
they answered, it was designed for P. Repnin; 
though I know he's a good officer, yet as he was' 
gouvernour to the great duke, and great master of 

Vol. L— C c 
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the artillery, both employments requiiinff the pres- 
ence of person, and that I knew besides that he was 
no g^eat friend ot BestouchefTs, I cou*d hardly be- 
lieve the news $ but the last reason was just what 
got him the commission : the chancellor ^d not 
care to see One who was not entirely at his devotion 
so near the great duke ; and as* he had his eye on 
one Tchoglokof, who is married to a relation of the 
empress's, and is without despuie the silliest fellow 
in the empire, he wanted to get. the other at a dis« 
tance. . 

'* As soon as^ I knew this, which was in the end of 
JanO', I desired my dem^sion^ and at the same t^e 
wrote to Bestoucheff, that as he ha4 assured me, in 
the letter where he refused you the permission to 
live in Russia, that on a proper occasion he would 
employ all his credit in my favour, I was perswaded 
he wou*d think this the properest one, smce it was 
to procure me my cong6. 

*' He wrote me a long answer, of which I shall send 
you a copy as soon as I return to Berlin, in which 
he told me that it was not Jiis'fault you had not be^n 
received; that if you had desired to make your 
peace with the King of England, the empress wouM 
with pleasure have employed her intrest with him 
to that effect, and afterwards would have been ex- 
tremely pleasM to have seen you, not only in her 
dominions, but also in her service. He then told 
me Prince Repnin was to march with the auxiliary 
troops, which was intirelydone out off regaird to 
me, who was a person so necessary, that they could 
not let me go out of the empire, where I was abso* 
lutel^ necessary to defend the frontires against an 
unquiet neighbour. And you must know, for this 
defence there was to rehiain three regiments of foot, 
and some poor dragoons. He then told me, I had 
asked my demission too late ; that the army was in 
motion, and therefore the campaign begun ; but that 
if I persisted in my resolution till next winter quar« 
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ten, I should surely have -it. After wkich he let 
me know, that 1 had been somethings too well paid 
the services I had done ; btit that if I would stay I 
might eitpeci preferment, gratifications, &e. I shall 
send }rou Ukewise my answer, which was, that I 
was willing to stay till the winter, since he thought 
I had ask'd too late, as there is indeed an ^trdonnance^ 
that officers must aske their discharge by the first 
of January; and mine was dat^d the SOth of that 
month ; but that I expected positively it would be 
given me when that time came. To this I had an- 
swer, that he was sorry his friendly advices had not 
better effect; and that as the affair did not regard 
his department, that for the future I shou'd address 
to the college of war. 

** l^omewhile after, I delivered up t6 Repnin- the 
foot, except* three regiments, with whom and the 
horse I con,tiDued : but this they thought still too 
much, and therefore I got another order to give up 
the whole horse to Lt. General Liven, and to re- 
main with the command of two regiments of land 
milieey on which I "got my, white coat made ; a(nd 
this was my division, as genl. \vl chief. But finding 
I had no answer firom the coUedge of war, I wrote 
a letter, in the end of May, to Genl. Apraxin, to 
kno^ If I was really to continue my service till the 
winter, because, otherwise, I wanted to dispose of 
my equipage, which cost me considerably to main- 
tain : to which he answered, that the empress had 
ordered it io be ^iven me, and that, he would send it 
as soon as possible. 

*' At the same time one of my friends at Petersburgh 
wrote to me that my cong6 was ready, but that I 
could not receive it till I had sign'd some paper, the 
contents of which he did not know ; and that he was 
"well inform*d that if I refused to siffn it, the resolu- 
tion was taken to arrest me.^ You Know what that 
signifies. Some days after he wrote me another 
iM&ety that my discharge was sent to the F, Marsha^ 
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with {I fererse that I should never 8enne» directly or 
indirectiy, against Russia; and that if I refused, that 
the feldt-raarshal should arrest me* While I was 
reading; the billet an adjutant came, desirine I should 
go to the F^ M. i found the poor man in the great- 
est constemsticm possible: he,had the auditor-gene- 
ral with, him, and another, as witnesses. He told 
me my demission was on ^e tables but that he had 
an order from the eoUedge of war not to deliver it 
to me till i had signed another paper. I desired they 
alight be read' to me. The denussion was a Bimple 
one, in the ordinary £orm, signed by the empress the 
first of Joiy : the prder^of the colledge of war, of t'be 
fourth, to exclude me out of the army; and, which 
was already published to the commissariate and bu- 
Kau of provisions, that I mig^t receive no more pay 
nor forage. 

. ^ When they wera both read, I told Uie F. M. that 
I was visibly already out of the Russian service, both 
by the empresse's demissum and the colledge's order : 
I could not see on what pretenpfS they could impose 
laws on a British subject, who might serve when 
imd where he would : on which the ¥* M. beggM me 
to consider of it. I said it wi^ a. scandalous paper; 
to which he answered that it was indeed scandalous 
for those who imposed it. As I had no mind to make 
the journey to Siberia, I desired it might be read to 
me. The contents were, that I promised never to 
seririB, directly nor indirectly, against Russia; and 
that if I faii*d, I submitted to be judged by the Rus- 
sian military articles. As soon as I heara it read, I 
told the general-auditor that I was ready to' sign it 
immediately ; because I knew the articles too well 
not to be sure th&t there was not any one that forbid 
a free Englishman, as I then was, to serve in what 
manner I would : on which I signed the paper ; and 
giving it back to the auditor, I told him tnat if ever 
they took me alive serveing against Russia, I was 
willing they should make a new article to condenm 
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me. I was very soinr for what I had said, and I 
M9W the F. M. was no less ; for I was sure the fellow 
wou'd write it immediately to Apraxin, who would 
draw coni^equences from it that might be dangerous ; 
but as I had my demistion and passport, I resolved 
to prevent them ; and haveing found an English ship 
reaudy to sail, I took my passage aboard for England, 
being afraid to come here directly by land, for fear 
of being arrested in 'Courland. 

'^ In this manner I got clear of the Russian domin- 
ions, but had a very bad passage to the Sound, nine^ 
teen days* contrary wina and blowing weather; for 
*which 1 was not sorry, for this gave me a pretext 
of quitting my £!nglishman' at thie Sound, and de-> 
daring that 1 wot34 go by land through Holland. 
They were very inquisitive at Copenhagenif my real 
intention was to ^o to England ; and the Duke of 
Sonderbourg made me overtuires of entering intothat 
service. As soon as I got on shore in Denmark I 
wrote a letter to the King of Prussia, offering him 
my service, and soon after set out"* for Hambourg, 
where I received a. very gracious answer, on whidi 
I went straight to Berlin, where two days after my 
arrival he decided me field-marshal of his army. 
As he stay'd only one day more there, I had no reso- 
lution more. Baron^Maidefelt had already told me 
that I was to have 8000 crowns a year, with which 
I can live easier here than with twelve in RusiAa, 
where our immense equipages eat up all our income ; 
and I find I. have really more than for one : therefore 
consider what a pleasure it would be to me to share 
it with my dearest brother. I know it would not be 
in the least disagreeable to the king, and even quite 
the contrary ; but in some posts C^ Rothembourg, 
who is almost as impatient to see you ajs 1 am, will 
write to you more fully on this sijbject. 
• ^ 1 have now the honour, and, which is still more* 
the pleasure of being with the king at Potsdam, 
where he ordered me to come two days after he de* 

Cc3 
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dared me field-marahal; where I hare the honour 
to dine and sup with him almost ey^ry da}r. He has 
more wit than I have wit to tell yop ; speaks sohdly 
and knowingly on ail kind of subjects ; and I am 
much mistal^n if, with the experieYice of four cam-* 

gaigns, he is not the best officer of his army. He 
as several persons with whom he lives in almost 
the familiarity of a. friend, but no favourite ; and has 
a natural politeness for eyei^body who is about him* 
For one who has been four days about his person, 
you will say I pretend to know a great deal of his 
character; but what I tell you, you may depend 
upon :•;— yrith- more time I shall know as much of* 
him as he will let me know; and all his ministry 
knows no more. Adieu, my dearest brother. Eveiy 
week you shall have a letter from me, but not so 
long as this*'' 

Field^raarshal Keith continued to eiqoy the favour, 
confidence) and intimaey of 'his sovereign ttU his 
glorious death during the seven years' war. Ha 
appears to have been a man of great military abilityt 
to which were united a simplicity and amiability of 
character which' caused him to be universally be- 
loved. The attachment of the two brothers was also 
of the most intimate and beautiful kind. Of this the 
natural consequence was, that Lord Marischal soon 
followed the marshal into the service of the King of 
Prussia. Lord Marischal seems to have possessed 
a cultivated mind, and to have been full of amiable 
and kindly feelings, Frederic soon made him his 
intimate friend; and Lord Marischal relumed the 
king's friendship by a devoted admiration ai^d love 
for him, which never varied. Frederic appekrs ta 
have felt and appreciated these qualities of his char* 
acter, as there is no one of his friends to whom ho 
appears to have been so invariably kind and atten« 
tive. He appointed Lord Marischal, in 1750, his am« 
bassador extraordinary to France, gave him the order ' 
of the Black Eagle, aiiid made him govemmr of Nev^/ 
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chatel. Tikis la^ersituatibn doe9 not appear to hava 
BTiited him, as there exist several letters from him to 
his brother detaihng to him the inconveniences he 
suffered while residing at Nenfohatel.* 

In 1759 he was sent by the King of Prussia as his 
ambassador to the court of Madrid ; where, having 
had the good forturie to discover the existence of the 
family compact between the different branches vOf 
the house of Bourbon, he icommunicated the intelli- 
gence -to Mr. Pitt, who was then in the English gov- 
ernment. This service was considered so important 
that he shortly afterward teceived a pardon from 
George the ^Second. He upon this returned to En^- 
lftnd,,and obtained an act of parliament reversing his 
attainder in^ a limited manner. He repurchased, in 
consequence, part of his family estates, and rexnained, 
in England till 1764. He had intended to have Sxed. 
hiis residence in Scotland, but the repeated entreaties 
of his royal friend for his return to Beriin induced 
him to abandon this resolution. Upon one occasion 
Frederic, after imploring him to come back to Prus- 
sia, concluded by saying, " If I had a fleet I would 
come and carry you off by force.?' Lord Marischal, 
in consequence, settled himself under the protection 
of his former (mtron and friend, whose favour he 
continued to enjoy till the end of his long and hon- 
ourable life. 

In the year 1777 a traveller thus speaks of him :-« 
^ We dined almost every day with Lord Marischal» 
who was then eighty-five years old, and was still as 
voung in body and mind as ever. The king had given 
him a house at the end of the garden of &uis Souci^ 
and went frequently to see him in it. He had dis- 
pensed with his dining with him, as his health would 
not permit him to remain long at table. He was the 
only one of all those who hsKl been in favour with 
file king who could really be called his Ariend* and 

* MS. Lettera tnm Bvl Mariseliti to Fktd^nanhal Keittii, in «hi 
Mitoetien ofUie Hoo. Admiral Fleming. 
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who was devotedly attached to his person. The 
king, who was alive to fdendship, had remarked this 
disposition in htniy and had set so much value upon 
it, that there never was any person for whom he had 
shown so roach attention, deference, and affection* 
Everybody, in consequence^ paid their court to him. 
He was never called any thing else but. the king's 
friend; and indeed he alone merited the title« for he 
had always stood well with him .without flattering 
him.'** Lord Marischal died the year after this ac- 
count of him was written. 

The next two years in the life of Frederic offer 
but few interesting events of a public nature. The 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, to the completion 
of which the King of Prussia' contributed by his ne- 
gotiations, put an end to the war which had for many 
years continued between the united kingdoms of 
France and, Spain on the one part, and England, Sar^ 
dinia, Holland, and the empress*queen on the other* 
From the contracting powers at thi^ treaty Frederic 
received the guarantee of .Silesia abd of tne county 
of Glatz. 

The Russian government about this time increased 
its military forces, and seemed at one moment in- 
clined to attack Prussia; but these hostile intentions 
were for thcLpresent warded off by means of nego- 
tiations.! The pretext of Russia for these threats of 
di^sturbing the peace of Europe was the alleged evil 
intentions of Sweden with regard to that power; in- 
tentions which were supposed to be fomented^ the 
King of Prussia. 1 n order to exculpate himselfTrom 
these accusations, as well as to avert a war,. Fred- 
eric wrote a letter to King George the Second of 
England, explaining his own conduct, and requesting 
the mediation of that monarch. *' Ready and dis- 
posed as I am^** says Frederic, " to take any steps 
tHt may be necessary, I offer with much, pleasure 

t Vkdenederien. 
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to ftttar into aU the measiires whicfi your majesty 
nhsdl jndge proper for &b mainteBanoe of peace; 
and I «m ooBTUioed that his most Christian majesty^ 
who is as xealous as mjrself for the presenration 
of the peace of Europe and the tranquillity of. the 
northern provinces, will join his efforts to ours, in 
order that we may concur efficaciously towards this 
(^ject"* 

The court of Vieima wasaoi behind that of Peters- 
burg in asfiuming a warliice attitude : new regiments 
were raised, and the prindpies of the Prussian tac* 
tics were intTOdnced into toe Austrian army. Frj^d* 
eric easily perceired that aU these preparations were 
eventually to be directed against himself; and he 
therefore determined, while using all his endeavours 
to procure peace, to be also prep^^ for war. With 
this view he hasteneid to put into execution his plana 
of amelioration in the different branches of his gov- 
ermnent y by iiieans of .winch he expected to obtain 
greater pecmuary resources, as weU as a more for- 
midable military force. 

The department of the finances had been placed 
upon an exact and simple footing by Frederic Wil- 
liam; but his son much improved it The revenue 
of ihe state in the Prussian dominions consisted prin- 
cipally m the produce of the royal domains ; in the 
tolls and customs payable at the entrance and egress 
of aU t^ towns, and on the canals and rivers; in 
the excise, the lottery, the monopoly of tobacco and 
of coffee; and Uie estaMishment of the ^post-office 
for letters, and post-horses. Of direct taxes thero 
existed hardly any.f In the administration of these 
various branches of the revenue Frederic, with the 
advice of 'different financiers whom he called to his 
aid, estabhshed a system so clear, so simple, and at. 
the same time so effectual, that be greatly augmented 

■s 

•Ufter oTllitKllif ofFmasialotlMKiiWorEilglM^ 4aled 16th 
■aiclu 1740. 
' t Tbielwult, Soorrain de Vlogt Am de S^ur A Berlin. 
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his rerenues, without any additional burthen upoa 
his subjects. During the latter years of the reiga 
of Frederic, the reyeuues of the state are supposed 
to have amounted to about four millions sterling; 
nearly, if not quite, double what they were in the 
reign of Fredenc William. 

Nor wa^ it only in the manner of perception of the 
public dues that Frederic sought for an mcrease of 
income. He was also constantly employed in de- 
vising improvements by means of alterations in the 
duties^ bv taking them off from some commodities^ 
and thereby increasmg their consumption; and add* 
ing them to others in a waj which did not diminish 
their sale. These expenments were not always 
euccessful, though they frequently were: but un* 
doubtedly, towards the end of his long reign, Fred^ 
eric had arrived, as far as any sovereign ever did, at 
perfection in that part of finance which consists in 
the extracting as much as possible from the people* 
without overburtheniuff or impoverishing them ; and 
receiving into the royal coffers the sums so extracted 
with the least possible deductions. 

Tn a poor country like Prussia, possessed only of 
small natural resources, it was undoubtedly wise to 
impose as few direct taxes as possible ; and it was 
the same circumstance which induced the sovereigns 
of that country, knowing that they could not con- 
siderably increase their imposts, to. endeavour to 
have always a considerable treasure by them, in case 
of war or other emergencies. Towards the end of 
his reign the treasure of Frederic, preserved in the 
vaults of the palace of Berlin, amounted to abotit 
tweive millions sterling. Besides this sum, Frederic 
had also a smaller treasure, which remained with 
him at Potsdam, caUed **La ChatouiUe/* and which 
amounted to about two millions and a half. Fitun 
this last sum Frederic was accustomed to take what- 
ever money he wanted for his buildings; pictureSi 
trinkets, or other objects of luxury relative to hit 
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own person. There were also some other establish* 
ments which were paid out of this fund. Thiebault 
says it was curious each year, on the 2d or 3d of 
June, to see the carts arrive at the palace at Ber* 
lin, filled with little barrels of silver, which were to 
be deposited in the vaults with the rest of the treasure. 
This treasure was under the care of an old non-com- 
missioned officer of great integrity, who alone had 
the key of it.* 

But the system of excises and customs, in which 
the Prussian revenue consisted, had also its incon- 
veniences, from the quantity of custom-house officers 
and fiscal personages with whom the country' was 
tilundated, and the severe measures to which they 
were frequently obliged to hfrve^ecourse. The fiscal 
regulations extended, as it would appear, even to the 
royal family ; at least the following ludicrous anec- 
dote would lead us to imagine sp ^— 

When tlie Princess Elizabeth' of Brunswick.! was 
confined in the fortress of Custrin she received from 
her mothet, the Duchess of Brunswick, as a new- 
vear's gift^ a gown of Lyons silk.| The custom- 
house officer of the town, who was a Frenchman^ 
brought the packet himself to the castle, and insisted 
upon opening and visiting it. on the ground of obe- 
dience to the king's orders, aiid the necessity of exe- 
cuting his duties with fidehty. The princess, having 
repeatedly forbid his touching her gown, and ordeted 
him to leave the room, at length gave him a box on 
the ear. Upon this the man retired, and drew up an 
elaborate complaint to the king upon the subject. 
Frederic sent it back to the chief of the customs, 
with this postscript : — ** In this affair the loss of the 
4uties falls upon me ; the piece of silk must remain 

* Thiebaolt, Soorenlra de Vingt Ans de SAjoar A Berlin. 

t Daafhier of the Dvcbeae of Branewick, lister of Frederic. 81m 
ltd been married to Frederic William, ibe heir to the throne ofPraeaUi 
tfterward Frederic William the Second, flrom whom aha had been df 
wroed on aeconnt of her roiacondnet^ 

X Thiebault, Sovvenira da yingt Aoa da EKJow * BeriJa. 
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with the princess, and the box pn the ear with him 
who received it. As to the pretended disgrace in- 
curred, I relieve the complainant from it ; for it can 
never be supposed that the hand of a beantiful and 
agreeable princess can dishonour the £ace of a ctts« 
torn-house ofllper."* -^ 

One of ^he points of internal amelioration t<r' 
which Frederic devoted the most attention during 
Ids reign was the establishment of colonies in differ- 
ent parts of his territories', which had hitherto re- 
mained barren and desert^f He was deeply sensible 
of the necessity of increasing the population of hie 
dominions, as well for the purpose of recruiting hia 
armies as for the improvement of his financisd re- 
sources. He saw in these colonies ^he source of ad- 
ditions both to his riches and his power; and he theie« 
fore spared neither {>ains. nor expense to settle them, 
and make them flourish.]; With this view, colonista 
were invited fV-om aH parts of Europe, and were 
settled in great numbers in the Prussian states, 
Frederic was at the expense of building villages for 
them, and stocking them with livestock, agiieultural 
implements, and tools for different trades ; and of ad- 
vancing small sums of money to set the colonists npw 

In many instances these establishments flourished 
greatly: in some, the individuals composing them • 

were too idle to improve the lands which it was 
intended to bring into cultivation, and, consequently, 
only continued to exist in misery, and to occasion 
fresh expenses to their founder. Sometimes the 
colonists, who were collected from all parts, and 
frequently without sufficient examination as to their 
characters, turned out to be persons, of bad and tUN 
bulent dispositions, who excited their companions J 

to idleness and insubordination.^ Occasionally 

. * ObMrratiom rar les Arm^M de n Majette Pnunieiuiei ^^m quel 
mm AnecdotM de la Vie prlvte dH oe Monarqne. 
t Vie de Frederic n. 

I Thiebaalt, Souvenini de Vingt Am de 86jonr A Berlin. 
i Miratoeau, da la Monarehie Praaaientte 
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actual rebellions took place in colonies, from, the 
refusal of ihe inhabitants to work: and upon more 
than one occasion k detachment of the military was 
obliged to be sent against tiiem. But Frederic 
always gave especial orders that no severity should 
be used towards them, tmless it was found to he ab- 
solutely necessary. 

Upon the whole, the instances in which the colo- 
nies were not successful would appear to bear but 
a small proportion as compared with those that suc- 
ceeded ; nor would it seem that the causes of their 
failure were at all attributable to any defect in the 
system of colonizing pursued by Frederic. Accu- 
rate reports of the «tate of the different colonies, 
which exhibited all the details of the progress they 
had made^of their actual condition, and future pros- 
pects, were made to the chamber of domains twice 
in every year. The result of these- reports was 
annually presented to tfie king, who examined it with 
care and attention, and made remarks upon it.* 

The extreme kindness of Frederic in listening to 
the complaints of the colonists was very remarkable, 
even as compared with that which he> invariably 
showed to all the lower orders of his subjects. Of 
his attention to the peasants in their demands for 
justice several instances have b^h already given ; 
and to these maybe added one or two anecdotes, out 
of many, in proof of his undeviating attention to 
their wants and wishes. When he ascended the 
throne, great numbers of the cultivators of the soil 
were serf& who were subject by law to their feudal 
lords; ana who were also incapable of possessing 
an^ property of wl^at kind soever, or even of mar- 
rymg, without the permission of their masters.f 
Frederic determined, if possible, to put an end to 
this degrading and disgraceful state of things ; but, 
in so doing, he found great obstacles, not only on 

* ViedeFraderiffIL i lUd. 

Vol. I.— D d 
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this part of the f^odal Ibitls, but also ffoon the pfeaa* 
ants theinselves, who* were so soak fn ignorance 
that they dreaded ahy change* He ^sonunenced^ 
however, his amelioi'ations in the wisest way; 
namely, by giving up all the rights of semtude over 
the peasants on the domains of the crown. His 
example was, by degrees, followed- by various Pros* 
sian proprietors; and finally, ih- 1760, when he 
thought his people were better prepiured for it, he 
abolished servitude throughout his' dominions by a 
special edict. 

Whenever, by givihgup his own rights, Frederic 
thought he could benefit his peasantry, he was always 
ready to do so. The King of Prussia had the appoint- 
ment in himself of all the ministers of reiigion 
throughout his dominions; a^nd the choice of them 
was generally delegated by him to the body of clergy 
called the Grand Cpnsistory. If, however,- the 
peasants of any village- objected t6 the minister ap« 
pointed by the consistory, Frederic almost ^invariabfy 
allowed them to choose one for themselves, provided 
he was a person of good character. If the con* 
sistory complained; as was frequently the case* 
Frederic used to moderate their wish fbr patronage 
by such answers as the f<^lowing, which were those 
sent by him upon three separate occasions ^*- 

^ Grood character is the principal thing that should 
be' regarded in a village pastor. If he pleases the 
peasants, do not trouble them about it" 

" His majesty has no Wish to prevent the, congre* 
^tions from choosing the pastor they like l^est, since 
it is to them he is to pre.ach ; p]t>viaed always, they 
select a man of good morals aud irreproadiable 
conduct.'* 

** I will not have the peasants annoyed about their 
clergy and their schoolmasters : on the contnorv, it 
is my intention that you should g^ve tfaemthose they 
wish to have, provided there is nothmg to be said 
against theii^ conduct." 
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CHAPTER a 

Btoderic'p Kiodnen to tbe Peavints— He Mtablishw B|ig«staifl0 of Pm- 
Yialom— InatitutM Blttiittf)ieturM-^Th6'l*reF«aiiiMneeaDd ]>ltd|iliii0 
of tbe Army— Trenek'8 ▲oboani bf tbe Trials ei}4iired by tbe unf 'to 
Bpdy<rfnerd»T-fV^eric\i ^pdqeae And FwUUariQr towiutia h^ Sol- 
diera— His Bra?ery on Tariom Occasions —Bia- Views on pnblle Jn- 
■tniction— Be fiMUkdi Sebools and Oollegea— Tbe Aoademgr of.BaiUi, 
,^afk Ui l|floiibnnt-T>B ^flaial Qe i^axe v^itp Fndsrio. 

^T .ail hours an^ in all jpitacesy Frederic was ac- 
,qe8sible to iltud peasants who came to make com- 
ipl^ipts. or requests W bim* Every peasant who 
.on^red Pgtedam v^sfi ^ked whether he came to see 
.the kingi If, when the report from the gates was 
bro^g^t to FrederiCrhe oaw ,that a peasant who had 
deiolaradflus intention of seeinff him had .not asked 
)for ,an atudienoe» he immediately sent one of his 
.attendants adler him* who was directed to follow him, 
if, he had already left sthe town. When he found 
l^qfi,,he was tp.fisK-him why he Bad :not presented 
nimself ip the king, and, if bis not having done so 
proceedea fj^omtimidaty^to encourage him to return. 
metv peasant who saw Frederic returned home 
delighted with his interview with him, even if it had 
not bee^ a. successful one to his wishes ; so full of 
kindness, consolation, and protection were his words 
and manner. In spite of his love of sarcasm and 
^as^Qtry, he was never known to indulge in tbem 
yfki the e^peitse of one of these poor people. The 
fUa^tural consequence of this considerateness and 
;9iitiention of the king towards the lower orders was 
^ unl>Qunded attachment on .their part towards 
iim ; whom they regarded, with truth, as their father 
jffA their friend. 

During one of Frederic's journeys through Si1e»a, 
the wife of a peaaaoty near Br^slau, had presented 
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to him a basket of fniif ; and had beeii so touched 
by the kindnesft with which he receired it^ that she 
determined to send him another the next year to 
Potsdam. She aceompanied the offering with the 
following letter ;— 

'< Most dear, and most clement, our lord the 
king, 
** As out fruit has not succebded better thils year 
than the last, you must condescend to receive it 
such as it is. I and my husband have picked out 
the best we could find, and we have packed it up as 
well as we were ajble with straw and nay. Wef hope 
you will eat it in good health. May God give you 
a long life, in order that you may he able to come 
and see us for many y^ars to come. I will always 
keep the best I have for you. I and mv husband 
entreat you, therefore, to regard us witn favour; 
especially because our little bit of land produce's less 
than it did, and that we have a debt upon it of ISO 
ci'o wns, ten groschen, and 'six fenins. Moreover, we 
commend you to the protection of Almighty God; 
and we shall be, till deaths and for ever, of yoiir 
majesty, • 

** The faithftd and devoted subjects, 

"I and my husband.*^ 

To this communication iSrederic replied thus ?— • 

** Good mother, 
** I am much obliged to you for your fine fmit. 
If God grants life and health to me, I will return and 
see you a year hence. Keep something for me in 
order that I may find it when I come to you. With 
re^rd to what }rou tell me of your little bit of land 
being charged with a debt of ISO crowns, ten groa- 
chen« and six fenins, that is really a bad busineaa. 

*ViedeFraderio]L 
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Yi>u Qhouid lie irerjT'eeoQomical, oit^xwiae roxa 
affairs wUI gQ back insiead of advancing. I sena y ou 
liere with 1)00. cfp was; which. I have also packed up 
«3 weli'tm I W9^ ;9ble. Pay v^ur debts with them, 
And ^£ee y^iir hit of }and. l^ak^ care to economize 
88 much as ^ou af e able : (his is a connsel which I 
give you aiEHrioiisly* ^ your attached king, 

"Fbedebic.** 

It would be .endless to quote the numerous similar 
acts of kindness performed by Frederic towards the 
poor and needy: of his su^cts. He endeavoured by 
every means m hU p^wer to ameliorate their con- 
ditioQ ; and if b^ ever failed in so.xioing, it was not, 

St least, flrom want ^ inclination. It was from the 
ottom ^of his hearjt he spoke when he expressed 
those beautiful sentiments to the Bishop of Yar- 
mia >— ^* Slelieve me, if I knew every thing, if I could 
read every thing fi»ys<elf, and answer every one my- 
self, all my> sul^ecte jriw>u}d be happy; but, alas! I 
am but a manr , 

In speidring of the measures adopted by Fr/ederie 
for the kapFOvementor happiness of his subjects, the 
gred^ magazines for coca estaUished by him in most 
of the towiMi of hi3 dominions must not be omitted. 
By means of these he was enahled to ffuard against 
the failure of crc^ in districts which, from their 
natural sterility, were especiall3^ liable to such a ca- 
lamity. . Nor was their use less in time of war, when 
they were employed fojc th^ provisioning of the 
army, who were Ihus supported without occasioning 
any inconvenience to the inhabitants of tbe country. 
Upon one oecasion, Frederic, during a severe famine 
in Saxonjr, was eirahled, by means of his stores 9f 
com, which were not wanted in his own territories, 
to feed the whole of that country till the pressure 
of distress was past. By means of this prudent fore- 
9igbti as wise ^s it was humane, Frededc was ^Iso 

Dd3 
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lAile, even when no actual scarcity was ItppreheAded, 
so to regulate the price of corn as to prevent it from 
rising beyond 'the means of the lower orders. The 
magazines were filled when com was very cheap; 
when the price seemed Hkely to rise too high, a cer- 
tain portion of the royal stores was thrown into the 
market, and thus kept it down to a fair level.* 

It would be, perhaps, useless to enter into any 
minute detail of the various branches of manufacture 
which Frederic, during the course of his reign, en- 
deavoured to introduce into iiis doroimons/ Upon 
all of them he spent large sams of money, and in 
most instances was successful, not in obtaining any 
remuneration for himself, but in benefiting his 8ul>> 
jects, by opening for them new sources of industry 
and prosperity. The manufacture of china was one 
entirely of' his creation. The worismen were ob- 
tained from Dresden, and the expenses of the "estab- 
lishment were paid by royal money. The establish- 
ment soon prosperea, and has ever since continued' 
to do so : and the clay now made use of for Berlin 
china surpasses in whiteness that -of the rest of 
Europe. Woollen manufactures were also introduced 
by Frederic ; while the establishment at Spandau 
for the making of arms, which was instituted by his 
father, was greatly augmented by him» Later in his 
reign, principally when the Count Hertzberg was his 
minister, he established the manufacture of sitii, 
which succeeded to a considerable extent^f 

Determined as Frederic was to rule by himself, 
and, as it were, in his own person, over all the de« 
partments of government, he was yet more peculiarly 
so with regard to every thing connected with the 
military service.^ Tliere existed, it is true, at Ber« 
lin, a minister of war; but his duties were confined 
to the subaltern detail of providing for the lodging, 

* Thiflbnultt SooTeain de Vingt Am de S^joor A B^rUa. 
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provisions, and clothing of the army, without ever 
presoniing to exercise any authority or any patron- 
age.* 

It was the intention of Frederic, as much from 
policy as from inchnation, that the military should 
reconsidered the first order in the state. In a coun- 
try like Prussia, possessing hb natural defences, and 
surrounded by more powerful neighbours than her- 
selfi and depending, therefore, for her safety entirely 
upon the bayonets of her soldiers, this pre-eminence 
was, perhaps, necessary, £^t all events not unnatural. 
In order to make it the more complete, Frederic 
was himself always a soldier. He never appeared 
except in a military uijiform ; and moreover was ac- 
customed^ from time to time, inimitation of his father, 
to exercise his soldiers himself; in other words, to 
perform the office of a drill sergeant. His brother, 
and the other priitces of his family, were also ex- 
pected to occupy themselves in the siame manner; 

But though the pre-eminence of the military was 
established ahd acknowledged throughout the Prns« 
sian dominions, so excellent was the discipline es- 
tablished by Frederic, that the peaceable citizens had 
never to complain of any exactions or outrages ex- 
ercised towards them either by soldiers or officers. 
One- excellent regulation of Frederic with regard to 
his army was the enabling persons of all ranks to 
rise equally to the highest situations, provided they 
had merit; a rule- the more admirable, as it was in 
direct opposition with that established by other 
despotic sovereigns, and which prevailed over the 
greater part of Europe at that time. How tenacious 
Frederic was of enforcing his own more liberal, as 
well as more rational view of military promotion, 
may be gathered from the following anecdote. A 
Hanoverian count wrote to ^e King of Prassia, re- 
questing him to receive his son into his army, and to 

* Ibiebtnlt, 9ovimiinM Warn. Ana 4e B^Jonr k Bvriln 
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Maice Hfsm ait (wee ^n officer^ in iavour of hia iu^ 
birth. Frederic thoiigHt this a v^ry ridiculous |»re- 
tension, and dictated, in consequence, the foUowiog 
answer :r- 

*' Your letter of tl»e 22d pf May has informed me 
of the request you n^ake to me on the suoject of 
your son. But I mn obliged tp^ tell you, that I hare 
long forbid any counts b^ng received as such into 
my army ; for when they have served one pr two 
years, they retire; and merely majLe their short 
military paireer a subject of vain boasting* If your 
son wishes to serve, the title of opunt can be,of no 
use to him; but he will be promoted if he ieams his 
profession well.^ 
Postscript in the king's own hand ;-^ 
" Young counts, who bav^ learned nothing, are the 
most igj^oriant peop[le ix^ aU cPimtries* In England, 
the king^s 9on begins by being a sailor on board a 
ship, in order to learn the manoeuvres b^lontging to 
that service. If it should miraculously happen that 
9 count could be good for any -things it. must be by 
banishing all thoughts about bis titles and 4us birth, 
for thes^ are pnly ii^ies. Eveiry 0ung depends 
upon pimonal merit. 

" F^IDBBIO.'** 

As the population of his. own territories was not 
sufficient to supply the necessary reinforce^i^nts for 
bis army, tbe King of P/'ussia was obliged tp have 
recourse to other means fpr this purpose*! With 
this vie Wy recruiting parties of Prussian officers 
were sent to different parts of Europe, ^neraUy in 
disguise ; whose business it was tp try and persuade 
the inhabitants of the countries where they wpre 
fo enter the Prussian Sferyipe., as w^U as to engage 
^ the dejierter^ tb^y could laeet wiUi» ie^ ev«i^ ta 

* Vie da Freierio U^ 
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seduce others to beeome deserters. This was some- 
times a service of danger, as the Prussian recruiters, 
if found out, were sure to be ill-treated, and, upon 
more than one occasion, were summarily put to 
death. For the toleration of this sort of seduction 
of men from their duty no excuse can be. found; 
though it was, perhaps, a less crying act of injustice 
than the forcible abduction practised by Frederic 
William. Some instances of this latter proceeding, 
however, occurred during the reign of FVederic, but 
genersAly without his knowledge.* 

But the most dreadful part of F^deric's military 
system was the extreme severity of discipline and 
of punishment ,to which, as has been already men- 
tioned, the soldier was obliged to submit. This was 
carried to so .great a length, and desertion was so 
difficult, that attempts at suioide among the soldiers, 
in order to rid themselves of their misery, were not 
mifrequent. Doctor Zimmermann relates, that an 
officer at Potsdam informed him,, that during ten 
years, ^e number of cases of suicide committed in 
the little town of Potsdam was above three hundred. 
It also not unfrequently happened, that a soldier 
murdered a chil^, and then came and gave himself 
up to justice. This mode of getting rid of their 
lives was adopted by some of them instead of%ui- 
cide for this reason : — they thought that if they 
committed suicide, they should be subject to eternal 
punishment ; whereas the murdered infant was sure 
to go to heaven, and they themselves had time to 
repent of their crime, and to make Hieir peace with 
the Almighty. To such extremities did the barba- 
rous conduct of their officers drive these tmfortunate 
men; whose despair also sometimes, not unnatu- 
rally, took the turn of mutiny, and ofputting to death 
the officers who tormented them, or were particu- 
larly unpopular*! 

• Vie de Frederic IL 

t TUBteult, SouTeain de Vlngt Abs de S^jour A BeriiiL 



It should be mentioned to hishopo^r, tbjitPrinpe 
Henry, the brother of the Xing or JPi;ussii?i, was al- 
ways ah enemy to .the excessive rigour exercised in 
the Prussian army ; an^ more especially to the blows 
inflicted o^n the private soldiers forslight inaccuracies 
or ignorance in going through their exerci^q. He 
usea to say to his officers, "If a Soldier petforms :an 
evolution ill, it is th^t you have .not praqtised him 
sufficiently, at it: exerqise him an additional hour or 
two in the eve^ung, apd he will be suiKciently pun- 
ished, if you strike him, you punish him on apr 
coupt of your o.^n idleness !" 

The account give,n by Trenck, in his Memoirs, pf 
the discipline apd the toils endured by .the .body- 
guards of Frederic, to whom he belonged, and who 
were considered, in many respects, the ii^ost dis- 
tinguished troops in the service^ may give us ^ome 
idea of the sufferings pf the Prussian military. He 
describes this regiment as the best school for cavalry 
in the world : it was copaposed entii;ejly of chosen 
men, and the uniform was the behest possible. lie 
adds, that even in time of peace, he had harc^ 
an hour in a day to himself. M four, o'clock in the 
morning the exercise ,commenced^ and trial wy^ 
made oi all the new ma^ioeuvres which the ^uig in- 
teied to introduce into the tf^ctio^ of the cavajlry. 
These unhappy body-guards were obliged to leap 
over trenches, which were perpetually enlarged ti^ 
some of them feU in, and broke theiir legs or arms. 
They were also obliged, in oharriug, to leap ov€^ 
hedges, and so to continue their charge at -full gallop 
for miles together; the consequence was, ihat they 
frequently brought home some c( tbqir numt 
.^ther lulled or wounded. At midday tbey mouK^t 
iresh horses, and recommen^jfed their labours, 
was also a very common thing to .C£dl them frpm 
their beds, and make them mount on hc^rsebcM^ 
twice in one night. This was done to keep them 
on the alert; auad any guardsix^an who did ijiot pre 
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sent himself on horseblidk sUld'fidly equipped mtlle 
space of eight minuted was pat under arrest for a 
fortnight. He addsi, that h0. himself lost three 
horses in the spac^ of oiie year; and ifiiat in the 
same space of time during peace, the body.<|[uarda 
lost moi^ men and horses than they had donem two 
battles daring the war.* 

It is a more pleasing* task than dwelling upon this 
pictuiref of harsh military servitude to turn to the 
kindness, the atteiltion, the familiarity of Frederic 
towai'ds his soldiers, while enduring the fatifiruesof 
war. lliis was invariable ; and endeared him so 
ihuch to them, that, at his* ikdding, they were ready 
to affront all difficulties' and dangers, and even the 
certainty of death itself. "Papa? and "Our gbdd 
old Fritz,** were the names of endearment by m[ich 
they distinguished him. His manner of encouraging 
his soldiers to new ex!ertions, when they were fatigued- 
or out of humour, was by a jiudicious familiarity; 
Thus, in the second war of Silesia, when; on a cer- 
tain occasion, the an;ny had marched ail night, ai^d 
that it Was necessary tot them to set forwa^- again 
iii the morning in the midst of ai snow-storm, F^ed-' 
eric perceived that they were out of hunoovu*, and 
disposed to comply. He therefore descended 
from his horse, and b^gftn marching in the snow al ' 
their head: then, after a few moments of silence^^ 
he turned round to them and said, "Come, my 
friends, let us march. If we were a paroel of cow-' 
ards, we should be now in our bed-gowns in a wartat 
room: but we are soldiers; so come on." Upon' 
Hearing this appeal the soldiers proceeded cheer- 
fully .f It was, mdeed, his constant habit, whenever 
the match was a difficult one; to place himself at^ 
the head of the infantry, and to mlurch on foot,* in* 
order to encourage thenl.J 

•^Mftmoiyea de FrederteBaMB ds TlroBck. 

t Vie de Frederic n. 

^ TbJMwQlt, SovFtnkp de Vioct Aai dt a^jow A BvUli 
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During one of bis campaigns, the breajd supplied 
to the army was exceedingly bad ; and the soldiers 
complained loudly of it. Frederic took an opportu- 
nity when the soldiersr were round him of asking his 
neighbour for a piece of the bread. He ate it before 
them with apparent appetite, and then said, aloud* 
" In truth, this bread is not rery good: however, 
one can eat it when one is hungry. 1 will t^ke care, 
as soon as it is possible, that we have better : imtil 
then, let us make a virtue of necessity.'* 

One morning, after a. night-march, the army 
halted : the king sot off his horse close to a group 
of his- guards, and said aloud, as he was getting off, 
" It would be agreeable if we had something good to 
drink here.** At these words, several soldiers of the 
g[uards, who had a piece of bread and a small quan- 
tity of brandy, pressed forward, and offered their little 
jNTOvision to. their sovereign. Frederic. was much 
touched at this conduct, and said to them, '*My 
children, if I could drink brandy, I would accept 
with much pleasure that which you offer me. I 
thank you for this mark of your attachment, which 
I will not forget.** He then turned to his attendants 
and added, ** There is not a happier king than nie on 
the face of the earth.** He ordered the names of 
the soldiers to be taken down, and distributed a Fre- 
deric-d'or apiece to them.* 

Upon the occasion of a long and fatiguing march, 
Fiederic observed an old non-commissioned officer* 
belonging to the regiment of the Prince of Bruns- 
wick, who seemed to have great difficulty in keeping 
up with the regiment. " What is the matter with 
you 1** said the king. — ^** I am old and feeble,** an* 
swered the sergeant, ^* and I find I can hardly manage 
to march with the rest.'* — "How long have you 
served?*' — ^** Forty-five years; I served under the 
late king your father, and I have followed your ma- 
jesty in the wars of Silesia.** — ** Well, when we aie 

*Ttod0Flrederlen. 
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in winter-quarters^ you shall be invalided^ and I will 
give you besides a good place."— 7" No, sire, I thank 
you ; but that I should consider a disgrace : I wish 
to live and die a jsoldier." — " Vou are wrong, for in 
that case you might live quietly, and take care of 
yourself in your old age."— *•" Ah, sire, I am not used 
to that ; and then'how could I fulfil the duties of any, 
place, having never learned to write 1" Here the 
conversation concluded; and the veteran imagined 
the king would think no more of him. But that very 
evening Frederic sent him one of his horses to ride 
during the march ; and the next winter he appointed 
him a first lieutenant in a garrison regiment.* 

Sometimes he mingled with his familiarity to his 
soldiers a degree of good-humoured pleasantry, which 
was peculiarly attaching. During the seven years' 
war, immediately previous to the battle of Lissa, a 
grenadier, a Frenchman, was brought before him, 
who had been taken in the act of deserting. ** Grena- 
dier," said the king to him, " why did you wish to 
quit us." — ^** Because, sire, oiir aflkirs go on so ill." 
— ^ Well," replied Frederic,' " I allow they do not 
go on very well ; but, my friend, just let us fight one 
more battle ; and if, after that, our affairs do not go 
on better, why, we will desert together."—" Agreed, 
sire;, I consent to that," replied the soldier; who 
retired without any more thoughts or desire of quit- 
ting the Prussian service.f 

On the evening of the day of the successful combat 
at Burkersdorf, during the seven years' war, Fred- 
eric was riding, accompanied by the Russian 
general Czemichef, when they met a wounded sol- 
dier. " What is the matter 1" said the king.—** No- 
thing>" replied the soldier; **for the enemies fiy, 
and we are conquerors." But the king, then per- 
ceiving he was wounded, gave him his handkerchief, 
saying at the same time, ** Yon are wounded, my 

* Vie da Frederic IL 

t Thiebaolt, SottTeain de Viagt Am da 86Joar 4 Barlln. 
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friiend, takie this h«ii(itaerchi»fy and livtA up/ your 
wound with it.'* Upon tbi^ Cze^nijchef remarked, 
'* Sire, it is not wonderful that jwvt S9\dieie» should 
serve you with. suehdeTotiony since you treat them, 
with so much, kindness.** 

Anecdotes^ upon tbifi^ subject migls^ be multipUed 
so as. to be tedious ; but there is one which ought 
not to be omitted, both on account of its s^ording a 
very .striking example of the famiHarity whic]i ex- 
isted between Frei^^rie aod. his soldiers, as well as 
of the dangers to which that sovereign exposed his, 
person* One evening after a gpreat battle,* Frederic 
approached a fire, wluehi had been, lightedi by some 
of the grenadiers of his->own regiments The sol- 
diers began, to ask him whisce he had been during 
the battle ; ** Generaijy,"^ said they, " you lead us 
yourself where the lire is hottest; b)it this, time no^ 
body saw you, and it is not right to abandon us so«." 
The kitigj in a good-humoured manner, explained to 
them in. what part of the field bo had been» and his: 
reasons for b^ng tKere» which had i)revent.ed him. 
from being at the head of , his own regiment. As hj^ 
began to grow .warm, he unbuttoned, his great-^coat, 
and: a ball dr(^ped out, which he had received in his 
clothes* The hole the ball had made in the great- 
coat aod coat: was also, perceptible^ Upon, this, the. 
enthusiasmiof the soldiers knew no bounds. They 
cried out, with all the tendemsss of expression. be- 
longingin the German tongue to the singular pro- 
noun, ** You ai>e our own good old Fritz ; you share 
in all our dangers with us; we will all die for you !" 
And the conversation concluded with their cheers, 
and their entreaties to the king to- take more care 
of his own safety*! 

Thiebault. relates, that he- had seen at Berlin the 
«uit of) clothes, worn by Frederip towards the end 
o^ th^ seven yeai?s' waj^-; apdthat the coat and the 

* Tbe battle of Torgan. 



tiat were pi«re)ed?wiih b^lB in Qievenl places. lie , 
Catt, the MK^retacy df ^ederic ^xaiicig the tad^ter 
fesr^ of his l^ lud ateo in his posse^on a litde 
Igiold tyox, wliHdi liad been fl»tt^«d by la balU wheki 
in the king^s breeclies*fK)Cket, at the battle of 2oAi- 
lOorf, ^and ^ thus waited Inm froma dangerotis wound 
>in the thig)!. 

The tiOd ttnd determined couragife of IFVederic on 
la 4ay >6f bktCle has, ihdeed, never beeti called in 
ifuesikm^ in ^sf^te of his unfavoutabte oommencemeilt 
:at the battle ^ MoUwJtt. Many iajieodotes are told 
in proof of his great bravery, with regard to his own 
-per«oh ; ^Mtt of Which be4ong to itte reiati(^ of 
ipatttkiiAair bA^tfles. Aimong those iif^dh are not ao 
feLpprOpriat0l tlie^e.i^ one which deserves rekttoki 
t^h9«)%he adthentioity of its sourice, ois It was relatal 
1}y 0<etieral -MCilleip, to whom it haptietted. MOiler, 
being then an «aA«de-camp to one of the Prassitta 
•generalB, was tsent, dwring a battliSv with ordi&Ps fnfta 
Ame part <&( the Held to anotilier* As lie was gal- 
il(ypiiigalofig«lie«iet«ui oilBe«5r,w^o iMppedhiiii, and 
-wfioa) lie then noognised to be the king. Frederic 
l^gaa askitig him qoestions, when ashell f^ hetwe^ 
their twio horses. Frederic •cofltinned his conversa- 
tion in the cootest manner, reggrdin^f the ^leil at- 
tentively wHh his glass, and not attendiair to the 
tYBpatienee of MMler to avoid its probalile «llbcts. 
At length it ext^dPid, but, forttinately, wilfhoat 
hinting either of them ; mid the king, havihgobtaiasd 
the kiformatioti h» wanted, aflowed Midler to pro- 
leoed.* 

"W^hile apoh (he subject of Fi^deiHe^s behavioar to 
:his soldiers, it is Yight to mention^ that thoitgh his 
kindness did not extend in «a eqvKil degree to the 
officers, they freqoeiytly received a portion of it; 
especially if he was pleased with the ttnwwtsrs tiisy 
made to htaa. A wild yotmg man, )a son Of the 
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Chancellor Cocceji, was officer in a regiment in 
garrison at Potsdam^ To leave the garrison without 
permission was considered a heinous offence ; but 
this did not deter Cocceji from frequently visiting 
Berlin secretly. One day, as -he was riding there, 
the king's carriage overtook him* He endeavoured 
to escape into the wood ; but Frederic saw him, an4 
sent for him. '* Cocceji,*^ said he, in a severe tone, 
** where are you going T — ** Sire, I am on my way 
to Berlin^ inco^i/o.*' This expression made the 
king laugh, and he allowed Cocceji to continue his 
journey.*. 

An instance of more solid and substantial kind- 
ness than this is related of Frederic towards a poor 
but deserving officer. The king one day sent him 
the cross of merit. The officer said to the page 
who brought it, '* My friend, I know it is the custom 
to give you, in return, eleveh ducats ; and I have 
very few more than that number. in my possession. 
These ducats are more necessary to me than the 
cross of merit which you have brought me, for I 
cannot exist without them : whereas, if I have thus 
far conducted myself like a brave man without this 
cross, I shall continue to do so without having it : and, 
on the other hand, if I am a coward, the cross will 
never make me a brave man. Take the cross, 
therefore, back to tho kin^, and tell him what I have 
said; and add, that I am not in want of such baubles 
as these to incite me~ to do my duty.^ The page 
related the issue of his mission to Frederic, who the 
next day sent him back to the officer with the cross 
of merit and a letter containing 100 ducats. ^ My 
dear captain,^ wrote Frederic, ^' I had forgot that 
I owed you 100 ducats.: I now remember it, and 
send them to you. I hope you will receive them, 
together with the cross of merit which is so Justly 
due to you**^ Upon receiving this gracious com- 

* nOebeiUt, Smifwin 4a ^^Bft Ant do MJow i Beilla 
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munication, !}ie oflteer said to the page, ^Tbii 
changes the state of things, my good friend. In* 
Btead of eleven dacats, here are two-and^wentjjr M 
yon: and tell the kinj; that as he paye his debtis I 
will ^so pay mlne^*' 

One 01 t^e branehes of govermviefit which the 
most oeokipied Ffedetic^ frtntk the eonctusioia of -the 
^st t^WMMp^of Silesia till the end of his Teig% 
Was that of public instrnetion. This, as miffht 
easily be si!ip|)Osed, had been nHi^h ne^^ted under 
the previous soTereigns of Prussia* Frederic began 
by collecttti^ all the information he cODdd vipon the 
eubject; and he then proceeded by degrees to 
found schools apon the most approved sj^tem 
throughout his domiviions^ In his diftereat tour% 
tme of his ftnt qaestions to the local authorities 
always related ^o the ilegree in whSeh each neigh^ 
boumood wae provided with the kneamb of instrac* 
tion. Where he found these defident be Immedi* 
^tely increased them* Thie oonttnued sunetioratioa 
in education went on in an increasing ratio for a 
lotoff eeries of tears ^ and it ha^UM at several 
periods of hie reign that Ynd f^anded as many as bixtj 
echools in the cotirse of one year. 

He was also very eolicitous td impneve the mode 
of education of the higher orders. With this view 
he favoured and encouraged his colleges aad uni«> 
tersities by granting them privileges and procnrin^ 
fbr them able professors* But his great work m 
favour of education was the extensive establishment 
he founded at Berliiu under ^e name of ** The VMi 
and MUUftry Schooifir the Sons of GMlfMim.'** At 
the ilrst institution of this school be wrote himself a 
long and detailed instruetion for the professors who 
conducted it. In this be decided for tiiem #hat 
they wete to teaeh^ as well as the maanef of tea6h« 

* I have tiMmffht it better t6 giTe « short aceoant ot " Kte CMt and 
MiUittry SehooP* in thie plaee, while apeaking of edaeatian in genenl: 
IteBf h, IS ftBl, a <VM iM ftiuldad tin Om yMv IfM. 

Eed 
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ing ; and explained, in detail, the regfulations of every 
kind which he wished to have enforced* This docu- 
ment is doubly valuable, — first, as proving the ex- 
treme interest taken by Frederic in this establish- 
ment, and the degree to which he had studied the 
Bubject of education; and secondly, frono the ability 
with which it is composed for the purposes in- 
tended. ' 

Nor did the care of Frederic .for the '* Qivil and 
Military School'* cease with its establishment. He 
continued always feelingly alive to its interests ; and 
one of his constant cares was the procuring for it 
able and trustworthy professors. Of these the 
greater number came either from Paris or Switzer- 
&nd; and the king was accustomed to employ 
D'Alembert, Diderot, and other learned men to 
- choose them for him. Among those who did most 
honour to this establishment may be . mentioned 
Sulzer, Tonssaint^ Weguelin, De CastiUon, Borrelly, 
and lastly Thiebault, /rom whose account this short 
notice is taken.* 

The Academy, the restoration of which by Fred- 
eric lias been already noticed, was the subject, of the 
peculiar attention of its sovereign. By the advice 
of its first president, Maupertuis, this institution was 
divided into four classes, — ^mathematics, experi- 
mental philosophy, metaphysics or speculative .phi- 
losophy, and literature ; the union of which different 
branches formed " The Royal Academy of Sciences 
and Belles Lettres." The funds of this society pro- 
ceeded principally from the monopol}' of the publi- 
cation of almanacs. It had also the monopoly of 
the publication of the laws, and of maps and charts ; 
as well as the possession of certain estates, planted 
with mulberry-trees for the encouragement of the 
cultivation of silk-worms : but these latter sources 
of revenue never proved very considerable. The 

* TUotmolt, SonvtoUt ds Vin^ Ana de SAJow.i B«diAi 
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kiog assigned to it apartments in a vast building be- 
longing to him, of which the lower floor was occu- 
pied as the royal stables. This destination occa^ 
sioned M. Formey, the secretary of the Academy, 
to remark, that ^ kis mafesty had placed the horses and 
mules bddWf and the asses ahoveJ"* 

In the same building, the king established also an 
academy or school of painting; which, however, 
having only very insufficient funds at Us control, 
neye]^ arrived eitner at eminence or consideration, 
but continued to linger on unnoticed. 
; It was one of the most constant cares of Frederic's 
life to induce learned and scientific men to become 
Iriembers of his Academy ; and to come and settle 
at Berlin, and there prosecute the course of their 
studies. In consequence of these efforts, this lite- 
rary society was at different times dignified and 
adorned by tlie talents and labours of Euler, Voltaire, 
Algarotti, Maupertuis, D'Argens, D'Amaud, Sulzert 
Bitaub6, M erian, Lambert, Margraff, Achard, La 
Grange, Beguelin, Formey, Toussaint, Denina, Ram* 
ler, Castillon, and others of equal merit. 

Frederic showed his affection for his Academy, 
not only in his anxiety to procure for it worthy 
members, but also by writing papers upon various 
subjects to be read at its sittings. He also fre- 
quently composed the funeral orations of academi- 
cians of celebrity, which it was the custom to read 
at the Academy upon the occasion Of its first meet- 
ing after their deaths. Thiebault gives us an account 
of several, which he was himself employed by the 
king, first to correct, and afterward to read to the 
Academy. Among these was the one occasioned 
by the^death of Voltaire ; and another by that of his 
nephew Prince Henry of Prussia ; whose loss, ac- 
cording to. Thiebault, he seems to have most feel- 
ingly and deeply depfored. 

• Tlii«teiiIt,0o*iTinlri4BVingtA]udefl^JoarABarUa. 
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it was dimnf the year 1749 that Ae iltustrioiiB 
Marshal de Saxe ipaid a tiait to the Kiiig of Piunik 
«t Potsdam ; who teceived hta guest with all the 
attention due to so eminent a man, as well as witb 
the affectionate intimacy wliich he liatturaUy felt fer 
a brother commander; Algarottiy who was the^ ia 
the service of Frederic, and who >¥&§ frequently 
present at their interviews, desoribes their convers»- 
tions, which prmcipally turned on military matters, 
as exceedingly interesting. **The most eminent 
commanders passed, in review before them, and the 
merits of eadi wei« very nicely scrutinised* They 
also sometimes dkicussed Uie different^ orders of 
l»ttle/' Upon one of these occasions boUi the 
icing and the marshal agreed in condemning the 
tactics laid down by thd' Chevalier Folard, who had 
taught the military art to the latter. "It wonkl-ap* 
pear, then," said the maiehoii, '* that my fiiend Folard 
ts wron^."— " But," replied the king, "he was not 
wrong u his prognostic respecting the Count da 
Saxe^ when, in the deli»ider of Crachnick, he for^ 
saw the conqueror of Flanders.*'* 

* Dr. TvimnfM Blenoli* ofFndeiie IL 
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CHAPTER ni. 

FrBderie*8 Letter of InTitation to Voltaire-^Bacnlard D^Arnaod— Vol- 
taire's Reception at Potadam, and bu« Situation there-^ealonay of tba 
other Men of Letters against bim— Manpenuis, La Mettrie, D'Argens, 
PoClnitZf Algarotti, D'Arget— Commeneemeot of Frederic's Quarrely 
with Voltaire— Voltaire in a Lawsuit— Sarcasms reported to Fred- 
eric— Manpertuis's Controversy with Koenlg— Voltaire's ''Doctor 
Akakia"— His subsequent Conduct, and the Kind's Anger against 
him— He leave* Potsdam— His Arrival at Fraiucfoit, and Anresi 
thei^e) &C. 

r 

• Ik the month of June, 1760, Voltaire arrived at 
Potsdam. The death of Madame du Chatelet, and 
the unceasing malevolence oi the cabal at Paris, 
who were bent upon raising the fame of Crebillon as 
a dramatic poet at the expense of Voltaire, led him 
to wish for a change of scene. Y^liile justice also 
was thus denied to hini in his o^n country, the 
King of Prussia never ceased his affectionate invi- 
tations to him.* One of lus letters, written at the 
time when it was still doubtful whether Voltaire 
would undertake the journey to Berlin or not, con- 
cludes with this passage : — ** You are like the white 
elephant for which the King of Persia and the Great 
Mogul make war; and the .possession of which, 
when they are sufficiently happy to have obtained 
possession of it, forms one of their titles. If you 
come he^, you will see at the head of mine, * Fred' 
eric, by the Gface of God, King of Prussia, Elector of 
Brandenburgh, Possessor of Voltaire, d-c. cJ'C-' "t 

Flattery could go no farther than this, and yet it 
appears doubtful whether even this adulation would 
have persuaded Voltaire to quit the delights of PariSy 

» Oondoroet, Vie de Voltaire. 

f Bapplement aux (Euvrea poathumes de Fradoiie 1L 
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had not another circumstance occurred to induce 
him to take the long-expected step. Baculard D'Ar- 
naud,* a young author of merit, had been recom- 
mended to Frederic by Voltaire. The king was 
charmed with. the talent and aj^eeableness of D'Ar- 
naud, who addressed complimentary verses and 
epistles to his majesty. To one of these Frederic 
* answered in verse, in a most exaggerated i?tyle of 
praise ; which concluded with the following lines, in 
which an allusipti is i^o made to Voltaire : 

•* JM^ MM «tre t«fn«niire, 
^«ntnt rtun vol jusqaHrax deux, 
Vwm-ytmmit ttgator Vottaira, 
Et pres de Virg:ile et d'Hom^re 
jouLr de tos-succ^s heureox. 
D^^VA^ptUon de la France 
Vwhemine A «tt dieadetUe ; 
Tetux^rdliThtiUretaur, 
SUMz-votUy ^il Mile encertt 
Amsi ie cfiuchant d'un beaujottr 
PrmnttiUHepliuMieMnawT?' 

These verses were sent to Thiriot, the literary 
correspondent of the King of Prussia at Paris. They 
were shown by him to vOltaire, who, was in bed 
when he received them. . *' L'Aurore de B'Amaud !*• 
cried he, jumping out of bed, furious, and in his shirty 
*' Voltaire a sum couchant. Let Frederic meddle 
with governing, and not with judging me. 1 win go ; 
ay, that 1 will, and teach this king ' que je ne me 
Gouche pas encore.''** Immediately after this scene 
be began his journey .f 



* Baavlard IPAmaud tn» descended fmrn a tioWe ftnily of the Caem 
yenaiesin. He early diapUiyed talMts for Uterauire, and wna diMte* 
foished by the notice of Voltaire. After hie departure from Potsdam ht 
jwineipany lived at Paris ; Where he finally dM, in the year 1805, at tte 
age of eighty-eight. He mote a great <ieal ; but flno^ ef hia vrorin «% 
DOW Ibrgotten. flla best productions are those entUled, ** Epreowa d« 
SentiAMm," and ** Delaaaemencs de 1*Honime senstble," and hn sofuliai 
fill tragedy " Le Gemie de Oomiaingee.*' He also tamed the Lnttest^ 
lions ofJeMmiah inlosawedodes, which wentihrongh ssTeral editioML 
It is of hiin that J. X Rnuaoeau said, '* Most of our authors write wift 
their heads and their hunds, but Monaifior D'Amaud writea with liif 
Iwart,"— Biographie HoireraeUe. 

rVtodaJ^WtortalL 



1750.] LI7B OP FftSOEMc m, 3U 

The reception of Toltsdre «t PwtodaM was dXL that 
he could possibly destrtti. He obaewea himfteJkf, ** To. 
be lodged in the apartmeat ^idii had been that ol 
th^ Marshal de Saxe/'to h»v« al my diapoeal th^ 
king's cooks when I chose to disfir ia my owiQ rooin« . 
and his coachnen and hocses' nytai I wished to drive 
oat, were tfaa leaat favours cooferr^d upon me« 
The king's su^^rs were: very agreeable^ Pevhapa^ 
I deceive: myself; but it eertauidiy' 909013 to me tii^ 
there was a great deal of cteremess showa at thecn. 
The king himself had much talest for conversation, 
and,made others have it also ;^ and the most ecKtiaor- 
dinary part of the thing was^ that I have nev0r 
kj5a>wn suppers where so much freedom reigned. I 
vrorked two hpurs a day with the kingr and corrected 
ail his writings; never failing to^ praise what there. 
vras o^ good in them, while I altered ail that was, 
bad. I gave reasons to him for sdl I did, m writing: ;, . 
wrhich. formetj a sort of course oC rhetoiic and 
poetics for his use : he profited by it, his own genius, 
serving Mm even better than my tessons. I had no 
court to make to any one, no visits to pay, no duties 
to fulfil; my Ufe was entirely free; and I camtot. 
Ooa»3eive any thing more agreeable than this sort. 
of existeQce.^'t Yoltaice also found in the royal, 
fjfimily of Prussia persons fond of literature, and 
capable of appreciating his talents and merits. He 
wrote verses, for the princessea; acted tragedy with, 
them and their brothers ; and, by giving them les- 
^ns of declamation, taught them still mi^re to ap- 
preciate the beauties of ftench poetry .| 

Voltaire says, that the King of Prussia,. though he. 
applied to him to correct his literary productions^ 
really considered his own superior to those of Vol- 
taire ; but he thought that, for the sake^of form^ Jhe 

• 

* Vol^oire^s xwam at Potsdam were on the grennd-floor of tbe pataea^ 
iniQi^diaxely under, those occupied by the king, 
t aii^niolrea pone servir k la Vie de ML do Vdtidra. 
; Condorcet, Vie da Voltaire. 
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Bfliiction of the approval of a French academician 
was necessary. This opinion of Voltaire's would, 
however, appear to have been merely dictated by the 
vindictive feelings he entertaihed towards Frederic 
at the time he wrote it, and is in no way supported 
by facts. Indeed, instead of thid being the case, it 
would seem that Frederic was fully sensible of his 
own inferiority ; which was one of the principal rea- 
sons that led him to use so much persuasion and so 
much flattery in his endeavours to attract Voltaire 
to Berlin. Had he been as vain of his own poetry 
as the latter represents, he never would have sufl^ered 
Voltaire's numerous corrections so patiently as he 
did; nor would the latter have ventured to make 
them. There still exists in the library of the new 
palace of Sans^ Souci a copy of the miscellaneous 
works of Frederic, of which the margin is covered 
with the manuscript remarks of Voltaire ; and they 
certainly do not spare the royal author whenever 
he is in fault.* 

The talents of Voltaire, his brilliant conversation, 
and the literary assistance he afforded to the King 
of Pru3sia, all contributed to increase the anxiety 
of that monarch to fix his celebrated guest in his 
palace for the rest^of his^ life. To this Voltaire at 
first made considerable opposition. But the flattery, 
the almost adoration offered to him by Frederic, 
who, upon one occasion, according to Voltaire's own 

* It is tbe editiOD of the poems of Frederie in three ▼olmnes quarto, 
entitled, '* Pes (Euvres m616^ da Philosophe de Sans 8ouci| imprim^es 
au haut du Donjon, avec privilege d'Apollon." Only the 8econ4 <^^ 
third volumes are marked with Voltaire^s notes. One of his corrections, 
which may give a notion of the style of the others, is as follows, bi 
one of his ^'.Epitres Amiiiera;** Frederic makes use of the word plaU 
several times in the course of a fbw lines. Voltaire draws a line under 
the word whenever it occurs, and then puts In the nuurgin; ** Plat»-* 
plats— plats — voilA assez de plats pour nn bon souper r* To make up 
for the freedom of such marginal annotations as these, great praise of 
the royal author occasionally appears. At the end nf one of Frederie'A 
letters in the same book we And the following words in Voltaire's hand- 
writing :— ** Que d'esprit, de graces, dlmagiiiation. Qu'il est dons dt 
Tlvre aux pieds d'un tel homme !" 
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account, went so far in a transport of enthusiasm at 
bis talents as to kiss his hand, touched the heart or 
turned the head of the author. He could no longer 
resist the entreaties of his royal friend with his own 
arguments ; but he put into his hands a letter he had 

Just. received from his niece, Madame Denis, at 
*aris ; in which she urged him most strongly not 
to bind himself to the service of the King of Pnissia.* 
Frederic returned the following remarkable answer 
to the arguments of Madame Denis : — '* I have read 
the letter which your niece has written to you from 
Paris. The affection she has for you ensures to her 
my esteem. If I were Madame Denis, I should 
think as she does ; but being the person I am, I must 
hold a different opinion. I should be in despair to 
be the cause of misery, even to my enemy : judge, 
then, if I could consent to be the cause of injury to 
a man whom I esteem, whom I love, and who sacri- 
fices to me hii^ country, and all that human nature 
holds most dear. No, my dear Voltaire ; if I could 
foresee that your change of country would turn the 
least in the world to your disadvantage, I should be 
the first person to dissuade you from it. Yes ; I 
should prefer your happiness eveh to the extreme 
pleasure I derive from your society. But you are 
a philosopher, and I am one also. What then is 
more natural, more simple, or more in the order of 
things, than that philosophers, made to live together, 
united by the same studies, the same tastes, and a 
similar way of thinking, should give themselves the 
satisfaction of one another's society. I respect you 
as my master in eloquence and knowledge ; I love 
you as a virtuous friend. What slavery, what mis- 
fortunes, what change, what inconstancy of fortune 
are to be feared for you in a country where you are 
esteemed as much as in your own, and where yoo 
live with a grateful friend? I have not the foolish 

* BttmolrM pour ferrir i la Vie d« M. de Vdltaira. 

Vol. L— F f 
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presnmfjtlan to believe liistt BerUn' is equal to Pacia^ 
If ricl^s, grandeur, magnificenoe aie wiiat makes 
town agreeable, ^we must yield to Pane. I ktiow« 
and I aflow, that the place in the TRhole world whiem 
good taste is the mc»8t generally spread through ail 
classes is Paris. Bdt do not yon carry iMs good 
toste witbyou whereyer yon are 1 We have .powears 
sufficient to applaud you f and with -regard to our af- 
fection for you, we wifl not yield to any place. I 
leapected the friendship which nnited yon to Madame 
du C^atelet;* bat after her I am^one of your oideirt 
friends. What! because you take refuge in my 
house, shall it be said that that liouse Incomes :a 
prison for you? What ! because I am your friend, 
shall I therefore become your:tyiant1 I confess I 
do not understand this seasoning.^ On die contrary^ 
I am firmly convinced that you wiU be «very hsppy 
here as long as J live^ that you will be always con^ 
sidered the father of literature and of persons of 
good taste ; smd that you will ever findin me all Iflbe 
consolations which a man of your merit can ea^eet 
from one who esteems him. Good Jiight.^t 

•* This,", observes Voltaire, "was a tetter suchas 
Ibw majesties write." He sent it without delay t3 
his niece, writing, at the same time, "PresfflTQ care-> 
fully, my dear child, this precious nscord. F\ew 
families will ever have in their aichivea-so singular 

^Toltaiveluid previonly nfiamnA Um iirrltatimii of 'Frtdcfic to oettla 
at Potsdam, in ;con8eqiience of his attachment to Madame du Chatelet, 
in whose society, either at Cirey (her cbuntiy-honse), Paris, or Lmie* 
ville, he psased the greater part oThis time. Madame do Olnlelat.had 
died at the age of fbrty^fbur, Sept. 10, 1749, «ix days after being brought 
to bed of a daughter. She was a woman of science and talent, and pos- 
sessed of conaiderabfo personal beauty; bat abandoned in her condnet, 
and gross in her nMumers, habits, and eonvArsatioo. She had completely 
aabjngnted Voltaire, who continued her slaTe even after he had dis- 
oofered her Infidelities with St. Lambert. For a carioas account of her 
ivay of life, and her death, see <* MAmoJanBs;^ S. €L JLangehamA. 
■aeritaire de M. de Voltaire." 

1 OommentaireHistoriqae irar lea aSavrei de PAutenr de la ] 

m«. 
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» document** Tlufir letter, In fact, decM«dliini to 
abandon the service of the King of France, and to 
enter into that of the King of Prussia. *^ It was,'' to 
nse his own expression, " the last glass which in- 
ebriated him." Frederic undertook to obtain the 
permission of Lewis, which was to eoable Voltaire 
to fix himsdf for ever at Potsdam* The request 
was forthwith granted; but though Voltaire was 
neglected by the eoort of France while living at 
Paris, his wish to expatriate hio^self was taken very 
rll, and was, in fact, never forgiven.f Frederic gave 
to hiis friend, now become his servant, the cross of 
merit, a chamberlain's key, and a pension of 800^.. a 
year ;% and Voltaire, in xetupi, redoiirii)led his assi- 
duity in Uie coriectioa of the royal productions. 

It was at this time that he described himself as 
^'attached to t^e King of Prussia by the most re- 
epectM tenderness smd a perfect conformity in 
taste;" and that he said, of tiiat monarch, that he 
'Was ^< a&agreeafcde in society as he was terrible at the 
liead of an army." He adds, that his ** enthusiasm 
lor the King of Prussia was excessive." And then 
Bums up all wiith the following short description of 
Ms way of Ufe at Potsdam i — *^ I was lodged under 
ilbe king's apartment, and never left my room ex- 
cept for supper. The king composed, above stairs, 
works of philosophy, history, and poetry; and his 
fhvourite, below stairs, cultivated the same arts, and 
the same tatents. They communicated to one an- 
other their respectiTe works. The Prussian monarch 
eomposed at this time his History of BvaodiBiilmrgfa ; 
a:nd the French author wrote his Age of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, having brought with him ail his mate- 
rial. His dayn thus passed happily in a re^e 
which was ovify animated by agveeable occupations. 
Nothing, indeed, eoukt be more delightful than this 

* M^molrea rar Voltaire, par Longebamp. . 
t M^nnoirai i^or aenix i la Vie da M. da Voltaire 
w^ 1 20,000 flranos. 



840 LirS OF FREDSRIC u. [1750. 

way of life, or more honourable to philosophy and 
literature.*** , 

This repose, however, was not destined to be of 
long duration. The jealousy of the other men of 
letters with whom Frederic had filled his court 
caused the first differences of the twp friends, which 
were afterward widened into a rupture by their own 
resp)ective tempers and characters. It may, per- 
haps, be as well here, before we come to treat of 
these literary quarrels, to ^ve a short sketch of 
those persons who at this time, together with Yol- 
taire^ formed the habitual society of the King of 
Prussia. Of these Chasot and Baculard d'Arnaud 
have been already mentioned. The others were 
Maupertuis, La Mettrie, D^Argens, Poellnitz, Alga- 
rotti, and D'Arget. 

Maupertuis was the president of the Royal Academy 
of Berlin, to which situation he had been appointed 
in consequence of hi^ celebrity as a philosopher and 
of the recommendations of Voltaire, with whom 
and with Madame du Chatelet he had passed much 
time at Cirey. He a[^ar8 to have been a man of 
talent; but whose inordinate and ill-directed ambi- 
tion led him into absurd theories in science, which 
he qualified with the name of discoveries, in order 
to attract a greater share of the public attention. 
With such a propensity he was peculiarly unlucky 
in coming into collision with Voltaire, whose sur- 
prising tSent for satire enabled him to hold up Mau- 
pertuis to the ridicule of Europe. Vexation at the 
declension of his fame and the diminution of his fa- 
vour with Frederic (for though the latter took his 
part against Voltaire, he never, after his absurdities 
had been pointed out by that author, paid much at- 
tention to him) brought on a disease of languor, of 
which he died in 1769. For some years previous to 
his death he had become fully sensible of the errors 

* Commeottlre Htetoriqiw nur lea aSorrN de TAut^ de U E&uMtk 
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into which hehad faJlen in the eairlief parts of his life 
with reg^d to relig;ioo» and had embraced with sin- 
centy the priaeiples and doctrines of Christianity.* 

La Mettrie was a French physician of bad chaa;^ 
aeter, but of some talenk* He had written vhrulently 
iigain^t his brothers in medicine at Paris; and was, 
in consequeaee, obliged to fly his country. He then 
settled in Holhuid, from whence Ins books in favour 
of materialism earned him- to be banished. He finally 
retired to Berlin, where Frederic, hearing of his des- 
titute condition, made him his reader. He was, ac- 
cording to Voltaire, the most frank atheist in Burope; 
but ga^f , agreeable, and hal^madjL Lb Mettrie cbiad 
ftfter dining with Lord Tyrconnel, the env<w from 
France at Beriin ; where he ate so enormously of a 
pie stuffed with truffles that an indufestion was the 
eensequence, which carried him on m twenty-four 
hours. Though Frederie eondescended to wnte his 
lotterM j;^ration, and obliged hta Academy to hsteii 
i» it, Lallet'trifr appearo to have been one of the 
Biost unworthy eoliqkamons fa intimates he ever 
made chioiee of.'^- 

The Marquis d'ArgaiA was the eldest son of the 
piycuretir general of the parllaaient of Aix. He had 
tefiised in nis youth to adopt th^ proiession of tfas 
law, which his father wished to persua^ him to, and 
entered,, instead, into a regiment of marines. He 
became a knight of Malta; and after leading a wan^ 
dering aod somewhat disirepuitableme, of which he 
gives us an account in his early memoirs of himself^ 
Mid for whifdt he was disinherited by his father, he 
fixed himself in HoUand* where he principally si»pk 
ported himself by hie pub^cations.^ Of these the 

* Bto8npi|WUiii*inidl& \ ^ 

f /^t<i.— BUmoirea p«wr wrvfar A la VIbf delC. de TUtaire. 

X H^moiTw de Minsiear Iv Blarquiv^S'Arsenfli iA«e qnelqnea ter- 

MDCGXXXV. ^^ '^ ^^ 

6 M^moires de BC. Is Marquis d'Argens. / 

F f & 
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most populai^ was his " Lettres Juives," which placed 
his name among those of the philosophical writers 
of the age. Frederic had endeavoured to attach him 
to his service while he was yet only Prince of Prus- 
sia, and wrote' to him with this view. D'Argens, 
however, at that time declined the offer, alleging as 
a reason, that being a tall and well-made man, he could 
not venture to place himself within the rp^ch of Fred- 
eric William and his battalions of guards. 
- Some years afterward Frederic, being then king, 
renewed the offer with more success; and D'Argens 
accepted ihe place of chamberlain at the court of 
Potsdam.* He was always of the king*s habitual 
society; and his admiration and love for his royal 
master was excessive. Unfortunately for himself, 
though possessed of considerable abilities, his sim- 
pHcity of mind upon many points, and his weaknesses 
of character, rendered him very susceptible of ridi- 
cule. These circumstances encouraged Frederic 
upon many occasions to make him his butt; a fate 
which his long services and attachment should have 
exempted him from. The consequence was, that 
towards the end of their intimacy, as the king pushed 
his raillery further and further, and the marquis, tired 
out, became less enduring of it, quarrels between the 
two friends were frequent. 

The marquis was adso anxious to passthe evening 
of his days in his own country, to which he was pe- 
culiarly attached frOih the tender^ affection which 
subsisted t)etween himself and his brother, the Presi- 
dent d'Eguilles. He could not, however, venture to 
ask for his dismissal from Frederic, though he had 
made the agreement o^hi^ he entered his service 
that he should be permitted to retire at the age of a 

seventy, and that period of his life was some time • 

passed. All he could bring himself to request was a f 

leave of absence for six months, which was granted 

* TlilelNiiiIt, Soavenin de '^ngt Ana de S^Joor i Berlin. ^ 
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with difficttlty, ' He passed this time with his brother 
in Provence, and was returning with a. heavy heart 
towards Prussia, when he was taken very ill by the 
way at Bourg-*en«Bre8se. Here his wife* was so oc« 
cupied with the care of her husband that she neg- 
lected to write to the King of Prussia to explain the 
causes of their non-arHval at Berlin. Frederic, after 
waiting some time for intelligence respecting D*Ar- 
gens, became convinced he liad deceived him and 
abandoned his service. Under this impression he in 
great -anger struck his name out of the list of pen- 
sions. When this step veached the ears of D'Argens 
he was equally furious at the king's ingratitude, and 
returned immediately to Proveiice, where he died in 
1771; after having, contrary to what might have 
been expected from the general tenor of his life and 
writings, given proofs of a return to Christian senti- 
ments.! The conduct of Frederic, in treating an an- 
cient servant with such harshness and indignity upon 
mere Suspicions, was inexcusable ; nor can we think 
it at all expiated by the order he gave soine years 
afterward, when he neard of the death of the marquis, 
to erect a marble monument in the church of Eguilles 
to his memory. 

The Baron de Poellnitz was a Prussian adventurer, 
who has left several volumes of Memoirs and Let- 
ters, which made some noise at the time they were 
Eublished, but are now forgotten. He had changed 
is religion several times, and always with the inten- 
tion of benefiting his temporal interests.} Poellnitz 
was born to some fortune, which he soon wasted, 
and afterward lived during the course of his long life 
by his wits ; that is to say, by obtaining money by 
any means in his power, even those that were the 

* D*Arg«iw bad married Mademoiselle Oochola, an aetreee of Berlin, 
^prtoo, in apite of lier origio, made him an attacbed and excetient wift; 
and iN described alao aa havinf been a aenaible and agreeable, tlimigli 
Qgly wuman. 

t Biograpbie Univeraelle. X iWtf. 



344 I4FS OF FitEiueiiic n« 11750. 

least lionourabla. He h^A visited and Ihned in every 
court of EUirppey and bad obtained iMOQey or employ- 
nients at different tiEne» from almosi all the sove- 
reigns of them.* Implicated in Uie conspiracy of the 
Duchess du Maine and Gellainare against the Regent 
Duke of Orleans^ he ^as forced ta fly iroin Paris, 
and narrowly escaped ptjiittshmeBt. . He finally set- 
tled himself at Berlin, where Frederic made him his 
chamberlain* and admitted him into his society. Here 
he occupied a mixed sfoliion between a buffoon and a 
butt f and Frederic was frequently net able to resii^ 
showing his contempt for his eharacteir, though he 
was at the same time amused by iunr.t 

The manner in which Poellnitz was induced to 
change hift religion fbr the last time is sufficientlv 
curious, and shows the little coiNsideration witk 
which the kiag treated him. One day the haron was 
complaining to Frederic of bis. poverty, a subject 
i^>on which he was very elo^pftent* when the lattec, 
after listeninff with apparent interest,, said to him, 
with an air of kindness* ^ I should vevy mnch like to 
be of use to' yon ; but what eask I do 1 You know I 
can oohr just manage by means of economy to ind 
funds for what I am obliged to do, in consequence 
of the poverty of my territories. . If you were still a 
Catholic I could give yon a canonry : every now^ 
and-then I have a goo4 one falls vacant. At this 
monient, indeed, there is oae unfiUed» and I do not 
know who U> give it to : yott may eoaeeive I had 
much rather you had it than many others. Bat yon 
Bre now of the reformed religion ; Ihat is to say, of 
the one which is unhappUy the pocorest of ail, ajid 
which therefore €>llera me no means of being of use 
to you,-^a circumstance whkli^ I assnieyou, I mack 
regret." The baron was deceived by the air of frank- 
ness with which the king uttered Uiese words; and 
tnisting implicttly to what he heard, he proceeded 

* Thielmalt, Somrenira de Vingt Aiw de S^joor A 
t Biof replAi VniverwUe. 
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to act accordingly. That very evening he made his 
abjuration m form ; and the next morning came to 
announce to Frederic that he had followed his advice, 
and that he now hoped to receive the benefice which 
his majesty had led him to expect. •* I am exceed- 
ingly sorry," replied the king, with much gravity, 
" but I have this very morning giv6ft away the can- 
onry I ispoke to you about. 'Hiis is a sad disappoint- 
ment to me ; but how could I imagfne that you were 
60 ready again to change your religion ? What can 
I now do? Ah! I remember that I have still got a 
situation of rabbi to appoint to. Become a Jew, and 
I promise it to you." The vexation and disappoint- 
ment of Poellmtz when he found he had been de- 
ceived may be imagined ; but he nevertheless con- 
tinued a Roman Catholic for the rest of his life.* 

Among the friends and companions of Frederic at 
this time) one of the most accomplished was the 
Italian, Algarotti. Born at Venice, of wealthy pa- 
rents, who gave him a careful education, he early 
devoted himself to thel pursuit of literature and the 
sciences: At the age of twenty-one he published 
his ** Newtonianisimo per le Dame," in which" he en^ 
deavoured to explain the Newtonian system of phi- 
losophy in a maimer which might be easy of com- 
prehension to women and people of the world. This 
work had great success, and was translated into va- 
rious languages. He was afterward very successful 
in his productions of Italian poetry, as well as in va- 
rious dissertations upon literary and scientific sub- 
jects.f Frederic had early become acquainted with 
him ; and he had visited that sovereign, while only 
prince-royal, at Rh^insberg. He afterward settled 
iiimself for some years at Potsdam, where Frederic 
appointed him one of his chamberlains, and conferred 
on him the title of count and the order of merit. 

The King of Prussia appears to have treated hini 

* Thiebaalt, SouTeDira da Vingt Am de S^jour i BerUn. 
t Biofmphio Unireraello. 
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with invtariable kindnese, and was accustomed to caH 
him his " dear awan of Italy." The amiable manners, 
great sweetness of disposition, and brilliant talents 
of Algarotti caused him to be universally liked and 
-esteemed. Hie lungs becoming affected by the severe 
climate of Crermaay, he returned to his native land ; 
and finally died at Pisa in 1764, at the age of fifty- 
two« Frederic erected a monument to Us memorir 
in the Oampo Santo at Pisa, on which was enjnfaved, 
at the desire of Algarotti, these words :*-'' Hic jacet 
FY. Algarotttts non omnis.'* To this inscription the 
King of Pnisaia requested permission to add, *' Al- 
garotto Ovidii aemulo, Neutoni discipulo, Fredericus 
RiBX." Those who had the care of executing the 
monarches intentions only permitted themselves to 
change the last of these words, for which they veiy 
properly substituted the epithet of Magnus. 

D'Arget, who was one of Fredericks readers or 
secretaries, was also admitted to the suppers of Sans 
Souei. He seems to have enj<>yed a considerable 
«hare of the kiog's favour, whose service he only 
(quitted in consequence of his ill-health. He returned 
to his native country, France ; from whence he al- 
ways kept up a eorvespon^ence with his old master.* 
He appears to have been a man of popular manners 
and agreeable conversation ; but is principallv known 
in consequence of his connexion with Frederic and 
the singular manner in which he became attached to 
that sovereign. In the second war of Silesia the 
Marquis de Vakm, who was French minister at the 
court of Berlin, accompanied Frederic in his caa»- 
paigns. Upon a certsdn occasion the house where he 
lodged was attadced by the Austrian pandours, who 
were very near taking Yalori prisoner. He was 
obliged to jump out of the window as they entered 
the room; but would probably not have escaped, 
had it not been for the presence of mind of his secre- 

* aopptomentaux aSorrBspoMlniinM dt Fnderifl U, 



1950» t«iFfi «p jnsDSBio mr M7 



tary D'Avg^^t, who remained .behind, and gare him- 
aelf out as the earoy. Fredeiic waa so miich pleased 
with the account he heard of D'Avget's conduct that 
he requested Valori to give him up to him, and at- 
tached him to his-own service. Fiedoric was accus^ 
tomed to laug^ much at the adventure^ and at the 
anxiety of the Austrians to obtain possession of Va- 
lori, whom, he said, he supposed they considered as 
the palladium of the Austrian success.* Hence arose 
his heroi-comic poem entitled the Palladium, of which 
D*Arget is the hero. 

It is related of Bo88iiet,'that when he was first 
made Bishop of Meatix he foimd his chapter com- 
posed of heavy stupid men, who, however, lived in 
amity and peace together. Disgusted with their 
dulness, he datermined as their places fell vacant to 
fill them up with men of abilities ; and thus by de- 
grees he collected the cleverest chapter in France. 
Bitterly, however, did he nie his success ; for to the 
former tranquiUity succeeded those interminable 
jealousies and .rivalries which peculiarly infest the 
society of those who have pretensions to tadent ; and 
he hvedito regret the chapter he had<before despised. 
Thus it was with the society of Frederic : no sooner 
had he collected around him all that Europe could 
furnish of men the most eminent in talent, than his. 
court became the focus of the lowest intrigues and 
jealousies ; and it is to some of these that we must 
attribute the fhrst coolness which arose between Vol- 
taire and his royal friend* 

The literary men whom Frederic had invited to 
Potsd^un, and who had heen settled there before the 
arrival of Voltaire, were, as has been before men- 
tioped, jealous of the new comer ; and the more so 
on account of the excessive superiority of histalents. 
At the head of these was Maupertuis, whose inordi- 
nate vanity rendered him peculiarly envious of any 

* Vli«»FraAnfeIL 
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celebrity but his own. These persons were per- 
petually endeavouring to injure Voltaire in the mind 
of Frederic, to whom they reported any thing dis- 
paraging of the king or of his poetry Which in mo- 
ments of bad-humour fell from the irritable poet.* 
Thus, after the d^ath of La Mettrie, Maupertuis told 
the king that Voltaire had said that the place of 
atheist to his majesty was vacant. '* This calumny,** 
observes Voltaire," had no effect;" but he added, 
"that I thought the king wrote bad verses ; and this 

was more successful.^t 

la addition to these intrigues against him on the 
part of others, Voltaire did himself harm by his 
unworthy jealousy of Baculard d'Amaud. It may 
be remembered, that it was a feeling of anger at the 
praise bestowed by Frederic upon the poetry of 
Arnaud which mainly determi^ied Voltaire to come 
to Potsdam ; and arnving as he did, 'with such dis- 
positions, it was not likely that he and his former 
disciple should continue good friends. On the other 
hand, Arnaud, who found his favour considerably 
diminished since the arrival of Voltaire, could not 
regard the author of this decline of his influence 
with any kindly feelings. Their, reciprocal dislike 
manifested itself in various bickerings and quarrels. 
In one of these, which took place before Frederic, 
they respectively so fkr forgot the presence of the 
king as to break out into violent abuse of one 
another. I The conclusion of this contest was the 
departure of Arnaud from Potsdam, which was 
brought about by the endeavours of Voltaire. But 
though the latter was enabled to disgrace his rival, 
his very victory, and the trouble and uneasiness it 
had caused to the king, occasioned a sensible diminu* 
tion of his own favour.^ 

* Oondorcet, Vie de Voltaire. 

t M^moires oour servir A la Vie de M. de Voltaiie. 

X Vie de Frederic II. 

^ TtaiebauU, Soavenira de Vingt Ana de S^iJoar « Beifin. 
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Other circumstances also occurred which d|i«- 
pleased the king, and added to his causes of com- 
plaint against his apparent favourite. Frederic, as 
it is well known, was economical, and mo was also 
Voltaire ; and this circumstance in their respective 
characters occasioned additional differences between 
them. Among the advantages which were to accrue 
to Voltaire, in consequence of his residence in the 
palace of the King of Prussia, was the being supplied 
with tea, coffee, chocolate, sugar, &c. Those, 
however, whose duty it was to furnish him with 
these articles usually sent him very bad ones. 
Voltaiire complained of this to the king, who prom- 
ised to have it remedied. The evil, however, con- 
tinuing, and Voltaire again compla,ining, the king in 
a jocose, tone told him, that as he saw that his 
anxiety respecting these trifles diverted his mind 
from the sublime studies in which he was engaged, 
he would give orders that he v should no longer be 
troubled with them ; and accordingly ordered these 
perouisites to be suppressed.* The conclusion which 
the king thus unexpectedly came to astonished and 
enraged the poet ; and determined him to make up» 
by his own contrivances, for the advantages of which 
he had been deprived. With this view, he was ac- 
customed to sell the allowance of wax-candles 
which was still made to him, and to supply their 
place by the following ingenious manoeuvre. While 
passing the evenings with the king in his apartment, 
he was accustomed to take opportunities of retiring 
to his own room ; and each time that he did so, ha 
armed himself with one of the large wax-candles 
which lighted the king's rooms, which he never 
brought back with him.f 

* Thiebault, Soarsnini de Vingt Ana de S^onr i Berlin. 

t The editor of tbe ** MAmoires eur Voltaire, par Wagnerea et Lpng- 
dHunp," eniera. in a long note, into much aboae of Tbiebaolt and us 
** Soavenirs," Ihmi whenee tlie anecdote in the text ie taken ; and eon- 
teata the trnttaof hia relationa, eapeciaily in this inatanee. If the author 
of the note had contented himaelf with rqwobating the style, taste, and 

Vol. L—Gg 
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Thifl conduct could not please Frederic ; and a 
lawsuit which Voltaire was obliged to undertake 
against a Jew who had cheated him, but which his 
enemies at)Ottt the King of Prussia persuaded the 
latter was a transaction discreditable to Voltaire, 
exasperated still more his feelings. Voltaire had 
charged a Jew, of the name of Herscheld, to buy 
for him, at Leipsic, certain letters of exchange to 
the amount of ten thousand francs. Herscheld left 
in Voltaire's hands, as security, certain diamonds, 
which, though in his possession, belonged to Chasot, 
one of Frederic's fhends, of whom mention has 
already been made, who had received them from the 
Duchess of Mecklenburg, whose lover he had been. 
After someHime, Voltaire, discovering that ^e 
diamonds were not the propeiiy of the Jew, deter- 
mined not to. employ htm) and wrote to bim to that 
efiect. The Jew, upon this, demanded an exorbitant 
sum for his trouble. Voltaire refused to pay him ; 
and Herscheld, in return, declined receiving back the 
diamonds, aUeging that Voltaire had substituted 
smaller ones of less value for those which he had 
delivered over to him. The cause upon this came 
into the courts of law ; and the cabal who were hos- 
tile to Voltaire persuaded the King of Prussia that 
the French poet's conduct had been extremely dis- 
honest ; and prevailed upon the king to order him 
not to appear at Potsdam till he could justify him* 
self.* 

It was on occasion of this temporary disgrace 
that Frederic, in a letter to D'Arget, thus expresses 
himself: — ^** Voltaire has conducted himself like a 
blackguard, and a consummate rascal. I have talked 

manner of arrangement of Thiebanlt, no fifibrenoe of i^ioQ eonld 
bave existed ; but when, without oflbring either flieta or arguments in 
■upport of his decision, he denies the troth of aneedotaa which no «im 
eowd hare had such aocnrate means of Imowing av the relator of then, il 
la impossible not to pereelYe that some hidden caoae for hia unreasonabto 
diaparagemeat of Thiebault, which appeara nelthar finmded in i 
nor tastiee, nrnst exiat 
•ViedeFradarialL 
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to him as he deservedi He is a sad fellow ; and I 
am quite ashamed for. human abilities, that a man 
who has so much of them should be so full of 
wickedness."* Voltaire's cause with Herscheld 
lasted for some months ; after which judgment was 
given in favour of the former, who was entirely-ex- 
onerated from even the slightest suspicion of having 
acted wrong, to the great disappointment of Mau- 
peituis and others; He was, in appearanbe, restored 
to favour ; but the feelings of Frederic and Voltaire 
towards each other must have been very different 
from those with which they met when the latter first 
came to Potsdam. 

It was also reported to Voltaire that Fredericy 
when asked by La Mettrie why lie continued to ex- 
tend his favour to him, had replied,t ** Wait a little. 
I mean to suck the orange, and to throw away the 
rind." This remark "worthy," as Voltaire says, 
^of Dionysius of Syracuse," was reported to uie 
object of it ; and from this time he began'to revenge 
himself upon the king, by sarcasms of various kinds.! 
These, through the industnF of Maupertuis, were all 
conve3red to. that monarch; and, turning as they 
principally did upon ridicule pf his compositions, 
added much to his bitterness against the author of 
them.^ Thus, when the Genersd Manstein requested 
Voltaire to look over and correct his Memoirs, the 
latter replied, " I have so much dirty linen of the 
king's to wash, that yours must wait." Again, on 
receiving a packet of the king's verses, he threw it 
on the table, and said, with much ill-humour, " That 
man is Ceesar and the Abb6 Cotin{| united."F Seve- 

* Dated Aprili 1753.— Sapplement vox (Banes postbames de Frad- 
ertell. 

t ** Lalasei Aire. On preeae Porange, et on la Jette, qaand on aTa]6 
le jua.* t M6moifB0 poor aenrir i la Vie de n. de Virftaire. 

^ C!ominentaire Hiatorique aur lea GBuvrea de I'Auteur de la Heiuiadt. 

11 Cocia wa» ibe mlaeraUe Franeh poecaator aatiiixad by fioUeatt :-r 

** Et que aert A Cntln la raiaon qui lul ciie, 
I*reorla plua, fueriB<tol d'ono vaioa Itorie.** 

t ODQdoroet, Vie de Voltaire^ 
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ral epi^ms of the bitterest kind were also written by 
Frederic and Voltaire upon each other ; which it was 
always contrived by those persons who wished to 
render the breach between them so wide as to be 
irreparable, should reach the eyes or ears of the 
person lampooned.* 

Upon one occasion, when Frederic thought he 
had more reason than usual to be displeased with 
Voltaire, he wrote to him a reproachful note, which 
concluded with these severe words ; ** You have a 
heart a hundred times more horrible than your ge- 
nius is beautiful.** He sent this note from his own 
apartment to that of Voltaire by. a page. When 
Voltaire had read it, his rage knew no bounds. He 
applied to the king every odious epithet he could 
thiiik of; at the same thne making the most virulent 
charges against him. All this, with a loud and an^fxy 
voice, while striding* about his room, and showmg 
symptoms of extreme agitation. The poor page, 
who was waiting for his answer, was frightened 
beyond measure, and endeavoured to arrest his 
course by saying to him, ^ Sir, recollect yourself, 
and reflect that he is king ; that you are in his house ; 
and that I, who listen to you, am in his service.** 
These words had an instantaneous effect upon Vol- 
taire, though without apparently calming his vio- 
lence ; but he seized the page by the arm, and cried 
out, ** It is you, sir, that I take as the judge be- 
tween him and me. I defy you to discover any fault 
1 have committed towards him. I have committed 
one, it is true, and it is an irreparable one ; it is that 
of having taught him to make verses better than I 
can myself. Go^ sir, and take him this answer !'* 

The page went up stairs again to the king, whom 
he found walking about his room, and waiting impa- 
tiently for the answer. " Have you delivered my 
notet** cried the king, as soon as he saw hinu 

* Tie d« Frederic n. 



1752.] LBTB OF FRBPERIC n. 8fit3 

" Ye8, site."—" Did you deUrer it to M, de Voltaire 
himselfl"— " Yes, sire." — ''Did he read.it before 
you 1**—" Yes, sire/'—" What did he say and do, 
after having read it?** To this question the terri- 
fied page returned no answer. " I ask you what 
M. de Voltaire said, when he had read my note 1** 
Still the f)age continued silent. "Take care of 
yourself, sir," continued the angry m/CHiarch; "I 
am determined to know what he said and did. 
There, speak, I command you." The page, now 
more frightened than ever, began to tell his tale, 
stopping between almost every word, and not daring 
to lift his eyes to the king; who, as the relation 
proceeded, became every instant more agitatied and 
more angry. But the exaggerated compliments to 
his own verses, which concluded the communication, 
restored him at once to calmness ; and, when the 
page had finished, he only shrugged his shoulders, 
and said, " He is certainly mad !*** Similar examples 
of Voltaire's insolence towards Frederic might be 
multiplied, but enough has been said to prove how 
ffreat were the iiberties he permitt^ to himself, in 
his remarks upon that sovereign. 

This state of excitement between the King of 
Prusida and his former favourite could not possibly 
go on for any length of time without coming to an 
open rupture. It was, however, reserved for Man- 
pertuis, who had perhaps been the first cause of 
their differences, to be dso the occasion of their 
finad quarreL The jealousy which Maupertuis always 
had felt towards Voltaire had been ripened into 
a still more acrimonious feeling by the sarcastic 
remarks which Voltaire permitt^ himself to make 
upon the president of the Berlin Academ^jr, as soon 
as he discovered how much he was his enemy. 
Thus, one evening, when they were returning to- 
other in one of the king's carriages from Sans 

* ThUbtidt, Sooveilin de Vlngt Ana de B^iem A BariiB. 
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Souci to Potsdam, Maupertuis, who had talked a 
good deal during the supper, remarked" What an 
agreeable evening we have had."'—" I never passed 
a stupider!" was Voltaire's reply. Upon another 
occasion, Voltaire had been particularly brilliant, 
and after supper the whole party made a circle 
round him, ana paid him compliments. Maupertuis 
alone remained silent, which made one. of the party 
ask him why he looked so grave. " As for me," 
«aid Maupertuis, " 1 own, I thought it ail very tiring." 
— " I dare say, my dear president, you did," replied 
Voltaire ; " it is because you are yourself tiresome !"* 
But Voltaire was not a man likely to confine him- 
self to a war of conversation, and accordingly he 
only waited for an opportunity to turn his adversary 
into ridicule by meand of a lampoon. This occasion 
soon presented itself. Maupertuis entered into a 
controversy with Koenig, a geometrician of emi- 
nence, ai|d librarian to the Princess of Orange at 
the Hajpe, respecting a discovery which he alleged 
himself to have made ; but which Koenig asserted, 
and with reason, to have been originally made by 
Leibnitz. Koenig, in support of what he advanced, 
quoted a copy of a letter of Leibnitz, which was 
in his possession. Maupertuis summoned him to 
produce the original, which Kcenig was unable io 
do. He had received the copy in question from 
the unfortunate Hienzi, who some years before 
had been beheaded at Berne, iu consequence of 
his endeavours to deliver that canton from the ty* 
ranny of its senate. The letter of Leibnitz could 
not be found among the papers of Hienzi; and 
Maupertuis took occasion of this circumstance to 
persuade the Academy at Berlin, whom he led as 
he pleased, to expel Kcenig from their society, as 
the forger of the letter in question ; declaring him, 
at the same time, unworthy of the Utle of academic 
cian. The manifest injustice of this decision roused 

N * Tbiebaiilt, SouTenin da Yingt Aot d« SAJoor A BeillB. 
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the anger of Voltaire, who, during his residence 
with Madame du Chatelet at Cirey, had known and 
liked Ktenig. He therefore openly took his party 
and published several small pamphlets in his favour; 
in which justness of reasoning and good sense were 
mingled with the most pointed sarcasm.* 

Maupertuis contrived to interest Frederic in his 
favoar by talking to him of the honour of his Acad- 
emy-; aiJi Frederic, in consequence, obtained from 
Voltaire a promise that he would publish nothing 
. more against the Academy or its president. This 
promise Voltaire adhered to till he conceived him- 
sdf released from it by the conduct of Frederic, 
who could not himself resist writing epigrams and 
other productions to ridicule Maupertuis. Voltaire 
now determined to keep no further measures with 
Maupertuis. The latter philosopher had, unfortu- 
nately for himself, just published a very singular 
book, in which, among other wild schemes and theo- 
ries, he proposed to dissect the brains of Patagonian 
giants, in order to discover the nature of the soul ; 
to biiild a town where Latin should be the only 
language spoken ; to dig a hole to the centre of the 
«arth ; and to cure maladies, and preserve life for 
-several centuries, by covering the patients with an 
impervious plaster made of rosin. 

The occasion was tempting, and Voltaire resolved 
to devote Maupertuis to eternal ridicule,. by a work 
which he entitled, « The Diatribe of the Doctor Aka- 
kia, Physician to the Pope."! This satire, which 
was written in his most amusing manner, and which 
exposed unpit3ringly all the absurdities advanced 
by Maupertuis, he showed to various persons. Its 
existence soon became known to Frederic, who 
-sent immediately for its author. A long interview 
was the consequence, in which Frederic persuaded 

* via d« Voltaire.— MAinfli ns poor aenrlr A 1* Via de M. 4e Voltain. 
— CommenCaire Hiatariqva. 

t Mimoirea po«r aerrir A la Vie de M Be Veliaire.— CenuBeotalM 
ttitttriaiie 
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Toltoire, by means of flatteries and cajoleries, to 
bring faim the manuscript, and to permit him to 
burn it. Voltaire returned with his work, which he 
delivered to the king, saying at . the same time, 
** HerOf sire, is this innocent who is doomed to per* 
ish for the public good. I deliver him to you to 
command execution to be done upon him.^ Fred* 
eric requested Voltaire to. read his satire to*him, 
which the latter complied with ; and the king never 
ceased his praises and laughter at the humour and 
wit of each sentence. When " The Diatribe" had 
been read through, it was thrown into the fire with 
much solemnity, as a sacrifice to Vulcan ; the king 
and Voltaire imitating at the same time, before the 
fireplace, the sacrificial dances of the ancients.* 

Frederic now thought he had gained a victory, 
and that Maupertuis would be permitted to publish 
his singular reveries in peace. But the time was 
passed when any real confidence subsisted b^ween 
the Prussian monarch and Voltaire. The latter had 
Icept a copy of ^ The Akakia ;" and the former, fear- 
ful that such might have been the case, had sent 
particular orders to all the printers of Berhn not to 
print any work for Voltaire, unless they had the 
King^s especial permission for it. Voltaire, how- 
ever, contrived to get '^The Akakia** printed, by 
mingling the sheets with those of a work for the 
printing of which he had obtained the king's permis- 
sion. The printer, deceived by this, made no objec- 
tion ; and when the two works were respectively 
completed, Voltaire separated them, and made pres- 
ents of '' The Diatribe^ to his friends, taking care 
to send four copies into Holland. 

As soon as Frederic heard of Voltaire's conduct 
he became furious, had the edition seized, and com- 
manded it to, be burnt by the common hangman. 
This execution took place in the Place des Gen^armts 

• TbiebMiU, Soauoin da Viiwt ▲afe dsfl^Jonr A BtHiA 
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at Berlin, in sight of Voltaire, who stood at a win- 
dow, and cried out, when the smoke rose, " Look 
at the soul of Maupertuis, which escapes in smoke ; 
and what black, thick, heavy smoke it is ! At the 
same time, what a loss of wood ! And then those 
four poor little deserters, who are travelling post, 
and escaping into Holland !"* 

This proceeding of the King of Prussia was one 
dictated by the anger of the moment, and like most 
which proceed from a similar source, was a very 
foolish one. This public degradation of •* The Dia- 
tribe'* was unwarrantably severe, viewed as a pun- 
ishment ;t while, a» a mode of finishing a literary 
controversy, it was ridiculous. It also finally pre- 
vented any further intimacy, or any restoration of 
friendship, between the king and his guest. Of 
the extent of the anger of the King of Prussia 
at this moment against Voltaire, some notion 
may be formed from the following note, which he 
wrote to him respecting the printing of " The Aka- 
kia." ** Your efFronterv astonishes me. After 
what you have done, and which is as clear as the 
day, you persist in your denials, instead of acknow- 
ledging yourself culpable. Do not imagine that you 
can persuade people that white is black. When I 
appear not to see, it is that I do not choose to see; 
but if you go on with your present conduct, I will 
publish the whole transaction ; and it will then be 
seen that if the beauty of your works make you 
worthy of having statues erected to you, the infamy 
of your conduct merits chains. 

" P.S. The printer has been interrogated, and has^ 
declared every thing.'*} 

* Thieb««lt» SonTenin de Vingt Ama de S^Jour i Berlin. 

t The puniabment, indeed, was more eerere than at first would Mj^ 
pear, from the circumstance thnt " The Diatribe of the Doctor Akakia" 
was ibe only book whieh Rrederic ever eatued to be subjected to • 
(rimilar indignity. 

t BopiilMDent anz aSorrea pestbnmea de Frederic le Grand. 
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To D'Ai^t, who was at Psaris, Frederic also 
wrote thus upon the subject of Voltaire :* — " I am 
not suTinised that people talk at Paris of the quarrel 
of our bemuB esprits* Voltaire is the most mischiev- 
ous madman I ever knew. He is only good to read. 
It is impossible for you to imagine the duplicities, 
the impositions, the infamies he practised here. I 
am quite indignant that so mnch talent and acquire- 
ment does not make men better. I took the part 
of Maupertuis, because he is a good sort of man, and 
. that the other had determined upon ruining him ; 
but I did not lend myself to his revenge in the way 
he would have wished. A little too much vanit^ 
had rendered him too sensitive of the manceuvres of 
this monkey, whom he ought to have despised, after 
having castigated him.^^f 

That Voltaire was not behind the King of Prussia 
in the acrimony of his feelings we have ample proof 
in the work he has left us, entitled his Memoirs ; in 
which, whenever he speaks of Frederic, and he does 
so at almost every p^e, his pen is dipped in the 
bitterest gall. 

Shortly after the burning of the Akakia, Voltaire, 
upon the pretext of his health and his af airs, de- 
manded to be permitted to return to France. This 
request he accompanied with the restoration to the 
king of the patent of his pension, of the key of 
chamberlain, and the cross of merit, which he was 
now accustomed with his intimates to caU ^ the 
disgraceful marks of his slavery." With these he 
sent the following well-turned and well-ims^pned 
lines :-^ 

** Je les rocm aTee tendrewni 
Ef je les rends avec doulenr, 
Comme an amant, dans sa Jalonse ardeur 
BsDd le portrait de sa maitraMe.'^ 



* The letter is dated PoCsdan, April, 1753, and tras probablr wrlttw 
kmnediaiely after tbe depaiture of Voltaire fVoin the Prossiaii ooari. 
t Supplement aux (Euvres poathnmaade Frederic le Onwd. 
t Coodoroetj Vie de Vdtairew 
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This flattery he thought would occasion the sue* 
oess of his petition; but Frederic, who, perhaps, 
after all wished to keep him, refused to let nim go i 
but sent him, in allusion to his complaints about his 
health, some bark, and advised him to try some 
mineral waters in Silesia, instead of the waters of 
Plombieres, which he had requested to be allowed 
to visit. He also returned to him the patent, the 
key and the cross. 

Voltaire, in despair, now demanded an audience^ 
which was readily granted.* He was received with 
kindness, and obtained the leave of absence he de- 
sired ; and was invited to supper. '* I made, there- 
fore," says Voltaire, ** one more supper, after the 
manner of Damocles ; after which I departed, with 
a promise of returning to the king, and with a firm 
determination never to see him again.''t The final 
interview between Frederic and Voltaire took place 
on the parade at Potsdam, where the king was tiMu 
occupied with lus soldiers. One of the attendants 
announced him 'to his majesty, with these words ^— 
^ Sire, here is Monsieur de Voltaire, who is come 
to receive the orders of your majesty.'' Frederic 
turned to Voltaire, and said to him, ^ Monsieur de' 
Voltaire, are you still determined upon going !"-« 
^ Sire, affairs which I cannot neglect, and above alL 
the state of my health, oblige me to it"-*" In- that 
case, sir, I wish you a good journey." Thus parted 
these two remarkable men, who were never destined 
fo meet again.]: 

But the adventures of Frederic and Voltaii^ were 
unhappily by no means as yet concluded. From 
Potsdam Voltaire proceeded to Leipsic, where he 
received a challenge from Maupertuis,^ which only 
served to open a new subject for his pleasantries and 

* Oondoreet, Vie de Vollilre. 
t II4nM»lnepoDraerrir4taViedeM.deVoltoire. 
X Thiebanlt, Sonrenire de Vin«t Aue de S4JoQr A 
% Omi mm, Vi» U VrtMtoe. 
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sarcasms. Prom thence he went to the court of the 
Duchess of Saxe-Gotha, " an exceUent princess,'' as 
he observes, " who fortunately did not make verses."* 
After remaining a month at Grotha he proceeded to 
Hesse-Cassel, where the margrave, " a prince still 
further removed from poetry than the Duchess of 
Gotha," had invited him to his court. Here he met 
the Baron de Ppellnitz, who was returning to Pots* 
dam from a watering-place he had been visiting, and 
was entirely ignorant of all that had taken place at 
that court during his absence. Poellnitz always af- 
terward described Voltaire as exhibiting ungovern- 
able rage whenever he spoke of Frederic. " Your 
king," said he, " has treated me unworthily ; and you 
may tell him that I will never forget it. Yes, tell him 
that I will revenge myself: posterity shall know the 
whole transaction. He shall himself long repent of 
his conduct when it is too late ! Yes, I will be re- 
venged : pray tell him so."t 

It was such vindictive feelings as these, height- 
ened as they afterward were by the scenes which 
took place at Frankfort, that dictated those malevo- 
lent pages in the memoirs of himself, which have 
been for so many years the arsenal from whence all 
the topics of abuse against the King of Prussia have 
been taken. 

From Cassel Voltaire proceeded to Frankfort, 
where his niece, Madame Denis, met him.:|: Unfor- 
tunately for him, he had inadvertently carried away 
from Potsdam, with his own books, a quarto volume 
of the King of Prussia's poetry, which was printed, 
but not published ; and which had bieen confided to 
him for the purpose of correction at his leisure.^ . 
Frederic expected when Voltaire went away that ha 



* M^molres pour senir A la Vie de M. de Voltaire, 
t Thiebaolt, SooTenira de Vingt Ana de S^Joar i Beilift. 
i Condoroeti Vie de Volt«ire.>-M6moires pour aerrir A la Vie de M. 
de Voltaire. 
$ Commentaire Hlatoriooe sur laa OBaYrea de PAnleur de la Henriade 
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wcmld h&ve refprned it to him ; tmt the litter lorgot 
to do so.* Th\s. was too fair an opportunity for the 
maievoleaee of Mauperluis to work .upon to be omit- 
ted. He persuaded the king that Voltaire could t>nly 
have earned the volume of poetry away with some 
bad purpose ; eitherHo publish it surreptitiously or 
with unfriendly commentaries ; or perhaps even with 
•notes exj^anatory of the parts which were written 
by -him, as contra^^istinguushed from those which 
were real^ the productions of the' royal author. 
These Insinuations -tiad so great an effi9ct upon the 
king's min4 that hedetermined jopon a most unwise 
and unfair step,~^namely, that or sending orders to 
his residents at Frankfort to arrest Voltaire upon his 
arrival in that town, and nOt to release him till he had 
given up the brevet of his pension, the key of cham- 
berlain, the cross of merits and above all, the volume 

of the king's poetry.f 

The agents of the King of Prussia at Frankfort, 
itito whose hands the uimappy poet now fell, were 
two Germans, of the name of l^itag and Schmitt, 
neither of them persons of very good Character ; and 
who seem tp have exceeded their instructions, at 
least in the ligprons -nianner in which they executed 
them. The bistoury of the in^hole transaction cannot 
possibly be more amus^ingl}^ given than ini the words 
t)f Voltaire himself:— *• Upon my arrival,*^ says he, 
«* they signified to me that I most not stir from Frank- 
fort till I had restored the precious effects belonging 
to his majesty which I had^ <Jarried away with me. 
•Al2^s! gentlemen, I carry nothing away from that 
country, I assure you; not even ttie least regret. 
What, then, are the jeyvels of the crown of Brahden- 
burgh which you redemand from me V — • C*eiref 
Morvtir^ answered Freitag, ' Pceuvre de poHhie du rai 
man p-ackutmattreJ' — 'Oh !' replied I, • I will restore 
to him most readily both his prose ahd his ver8<i« 

* Thi«banlt, Souyenira de Vihgf Ans de S^nr * Berlin. 
t Dr. Tomvafm lieinoini Of Fraderie IIL 

Vol. L— H h 
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thoug^h I nave more claims than on^ ^P^i^ ^^^ work* 
His majesty gave me a copy, l^autifuU3r bound ; but 
mihappily this book is still at LLeipslc with my other 
effects.' Upon this, Freitag p£oposed to nie to remain 
at Frankfort till the treasure from Leipsic arrived ; 
and he signed for me the following pretty memoran- 
dum i-r-* monsir^ sitdt le gros .ballot de Leipsic sera 
tci, ou est Pcntvre de pacshie dti^ roi mon mmtre^ aue sa 
majesti demande, et Voetwre de potshie rendu ^ mot, 
vous pourrez parter ou vous peraitrd ban* A Francfortj 
1 de Juiut 1753. Freitag, resident du rot mon maUre»* 
I wrote at the bottom of the memorandum^ ^ Bon pour 
Pauvre depoeskie du roi votre mattre ;' with which the 
resident was much satisfied. On the 17th of June 
arrived the great package of poeshies, I faithfully 
delivered up this sacred deposite ; and then thought 
that I might take my departure without asking per- 
mission of any crowned head. But at the very in- 
stant when I was setting off I wsla arrested ; I, my 
secretary, and my servants. My niece was al«o ar- 
rested; and four soldiers dragged her through the 
mud of the streets to Schmitt The^ atuffed us both 
into a sort of smaU inn, at the door of which were 
placed twelve soldiers ; four others were placed in 
my room ; four in a garret to which my niece had 
been conducted ; four in a sort of cockloft open to 
aU the winds of heaven, in which they made my 
secretary sleep upon straw. My niece had, it is true, 
a small bed ; but the four soldiers in her room, wjth 
fixed bayonets, supplied the place of curtains and 
chambermaids. We were kept in this manner twelve 
days prisoners of war, and we >¥ere obliged to pay 
on^ hundred and forty crowns each day. Schmitt 
had taken possession of my effects, which were at 
length restored to me lighter, by half. It was im- 

S)ssible to pay dearer for the (Euvre de poeshie du 
(d de Prusse. I lost about as much as he had ex- 
pended in getting me to Potsdam ^nd in taking lea 
sons of me ; so parting, we were quits.''* 

* M^moireci poar terrir i. la Vie de 1^. ile Vdtaim. 
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It does not appear exactly what was the cause of 
this last outrage committed upon Voltaire and his 
niece by the King of Prussians residents. In his own 
Memoirs Voltaire assigns no reason for it. In the 
*'<Oommentaire Historique'^he hints something about 
letters of exchange which it was thought, without 
reason, he had carried away with him from Potsdam. 
And in Chaudon's Memoirs of him it is said that he 
attempted to make his escape while waiting for the 
arrival of the CEuvre de Poeshie; but was pursued 
and brought back, and treated, in consequence, with 
this extreme rigour. It would however appear the 
most probable solution of the enigma to suppose tha 
Freitag and Schmitt thought, as his was evidently a 
person out of favour with their sovereign, that they 
might exceed their orders ; and thus extract money 
from him for their own profit. However this may 
be, their violences were afterward disowned by the 
King of Prussia, who was probably ashamed of the 
ridicule which his anger had brought upon himself. 

Voltaire hastened to put the Rhine between himself 
and the Prussian monarch, and retired to Plombieres. 
For two years from this time all commerce between 
these two extraordinary men was broken off; and it 
would hardly seem to have been possible that it 
could ever have been renewed.^ But though all real 
affection between them was at an end, a sort of sym- 
pathetic attraction which nothing could eradicate 
drew them together. In 1756 Frederic wrote to Vol- 
taire, and sent him an opera he had just composed. 
Voltaire answered respectfully; and from this mo- 
ment their correspondence continued till the death 
of the latter.* 

* MdnmirM paw Mndr A la Vie d» M. 4e Voltaire.<'-<EiiTrM d« Vol* 
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—Be decidea iip9n tbe,.lATaaioa of Saxony. . 

Ths fame of the great quaHtfes of Ffederic, which 
had DOW spread far and wide, occasioned his receir* 
ing about this tin^e a singular embassy. The Khan 
of the Crimea in 1760 sent to Berlin an ambassador 
named Mustapha, who was charged to assure the 
Prussian monarch of his master's anxiety fbr his 
friendship and willingness to assist him by any 
means in his power. Frederic was most g^cious to 
the Mussulman envoy ; and after entertaining him 
splendidly, sent him away much contented with his 
reception,*' 

During the year 1763 Frederic was much occupied, 
as he had indeed been ever since the year. 1760, in 
negotiations to prevent the Archduke Joseph from 
being elected King of the Romans. Ilie election 
was urged by the court of Vienna,, in concert with 
that of England.f Frederic announced his objections 
to the measure in a circular letter which he addressed 
to the different electors. These consisted in cita- 
tions from the laws of the empire, and reasonings 
fitonded upon them and^qsplied to the oireumstances 
of the time ; but his real oojection consisted in his 
anxiety to prevent the further aggrandizement of the 
house of Austria* The activi^ and ability of the 

* VwdeFrederien. t JHdL 
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King of Prussia, supported as they were by the m- 
fluence of the court of France, succeeded in delaying 
the election of a King of the Romans ; but the op- 
position raised by him upon this occasion added 
greatly to the bitterness of feeling against Prussia 
entertained by the imperial family, and assisted in 
laying the foundation of the long and bloody struggle 
which afterward took place.* 

Frederic also found himself inyolved in differences 
with a power as formidable to him as Austria, namely, 
Russia. He had permitted himself some -sarcastic 
remarks upon the habits and propensities of the £m< 
press Elizabeth, which made that sovereign his per- 
sonal enemy. As, however, the ministers of the 
czarina, beginning with the Chancellor Bestuchew, 
were in the highest degree venal, the King of Prus- 
sia was enabled for the present to avert the storm 
which was gathering in that quarter. But the bad 
intentions continued, though as yet they did not lead 
to action. 

Nor were the relations of the Prussian monarch 
with England at this moment of the most friendly 
description. Frederic complained that certain Prus- 
sian vessels bad been seized and plundered by Eng- 
lish cruisers : these complaints had been referred to 
certain commissioners, with whose decision he was 
not contented. He therefore at length declared his 
determination of indemnifying the losses of his sub- 
jects by seizing upon a certain portion of the Sile^ 
sian revenues, which were mortgaged for a debt due 
to British merchants. It was in vain that the Eng- 
lish civilians proved that this was a gross injustice, 
inasmuch as the mortgage in question had been 
granted in consequence of debts due to private indi- 
viduals, and for loans made by them to the Emperor 
Charles the SixUi. Frederic could not be persuaded 
to give up bis scheme of indemnity, and George the 

* Dr. Towvrt^i M«moin oTIVedvnfi HL 

Hh3 
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Second ^as too much afraid for the safety of his 
Hanoverian dominioBS»*>*which it was reported his 
nephew of Prus^a int^ded, if the satisfactio/i he 
demanded was not granted to him, to invade, — ^to risk 
a rupture between the two crowns.* 

In the year 1754 Frederic added to his possessions 
certain lordships belongfing to the house of Orange 
ill Holland, which he acquired by purchase of the 
Princess-dowager of Orang«» It was in this year 
also that the Corsicans, who could no longer support 
the iron yoke of their masters the Genoese, and were 
therefore determined if possible to deliver themselves 
from it, applied to Fredene for assistance, and offered 
him the sovereigirty ol their island-f It was very 
natural for a sovereign as prudent as the King of 
Prussia, and who was well aware of the little value 
of the isliand of Gorsicaf to refbse the offer ; but it is 
not possiMeto justify his conduct in betraying them to 
their cruel masters. This, however, was the course 
he pursued, as he forthwith acquainted the Genoese 
witn the designs: of the Corsicans. 

It is impossible to pass over in silence an event 
which happiBn^ this, year, and "which, wliatever al- 
lowanee w« may be inclined to m^ke in consequence 
of our ignorance of the causes which led to it, can- 
not be regarded' otherwise than as a stain upon the 
memory of Frederic. The imprisonment of Fred- 
eric Baron I^nck in the dungeons of the fortress 
of Magcteburg, which commenced in 1754 and con- 
tinued for ten years, was an exercise of harsh ar- 
bitrary power for which no adequate excuse can be 
given. 

Trenck was a Prussian of noUe family, who had 
etoly entered into the military service, and had been 
disjtmguished by Frederic, who placed him in his 
guards and made hi«i his aid<*de-camp. in this ca- 

* Towvra* Memolra of Frederic m.— Vie de Frederic IL— Hiitoiiv d» 
la Oaerre de Sept Ane, par Frederic JL 
t VwdeFretecUL 
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pacity he followed the king^ daring the second war 
of SUesia. Posaessed of the advantages of a iioib 
ngure, a handsome face, and great bodily force, he 
captivated the heart of Frederic's youngest sister, 
the Princess Amelia, and became her favoured lover. 
This attachment commenced in the year 1743 : the 
date of it is fixed in the Memoirs of Trenck by the 
circumstance he relates which first gave rise to it : 
^ In the winter of 1743 the marriage of the king's 
sister with the King of Sweden was celetNrated. One 
day when I mounted the guard of honour near her 
person to esicort her to Stettin, in the midst of the 
tumult which usually accompanies numerous cor- 
teges, and while I was actively employed in endeav- 
ouring to preserve good order, my watch was stolen, 
together with a bit of my uniform and the rich fringe 
attached to it, which were cut off. This accident 
amused the ladies, who bantered me a good deal 
about it. At length one of them said, ' Trenck, you 
shall not long have reason to regret the loss you have 
Just sustained/ An intelligible expression of the 
eye accompanied these words, which penetrated me 
with joy and happiniess. A few da^ai after this I 
was the most fortunate man in Beilin. We expe- 
rienced both of us all the transports of a first pas- 
sion ; and as the lady of my heart was a person who 
must have insfMred to any man sentiments of the 
profoundest respect and attachment, 1 have never 
cursed my misfortunes, though our attachment was 
the first source of the calamities which have over- 
whelmed my life."* 

The reverse in the fortunes of Trenck began im- 
mediately after the battle of Soor in 1745, when he 
was arrested by command of the King of Prussia, 
and confined in the fortress of Glatz. No cause was 
assigned for tins imprisonment ; but it was supposed 
that Frederic had been informed, that he had hdd 

Rsdirit Bimdi THMHki. 
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communications with liis cousin Francis Trenck, 
who commanded the Austrian pandours, and that he 
had betrayed the secrets of the Prussian army to 
him. This suapicioHrwe are assured by Trenek in 
his Memoirs, was a cahimny; and such would 
appear, in all probability, to have been the case : for 
what inducement could a young officer, highly 
favoured by his sovereign, and still more by his 
sovereign's sister, and who was in the certain xoad 
to riches and honour, have, thus gratuitously to act 
in a dishonourable manner ? Trenek was confined 
at Glatz for eighteen months; his imprisonment 
having been lengthened in consequence of his nu- 
merous and daring attempts to escape. At length 
he did succeed in effecting his escape ; and entered 
the Russian service, and subsequently that of 
Austria. 

Many years afterward, in 1754, as he was passmg 
through Dantzic, ^e was treacherously given up to 
the Prussian government, and was sent to the for- 
tress of Ma^eburg. Here he was confined for 
nearly ten years, with circumstances of the most 
aggravated cruelty. He was placed in a damp dun- 
geon, loaded with irons of sixty-eight pounds weight, 
almost starved to death, and finally tortured, by being 
waked during his slumbers every half-hour. This 
overwhelming misery, did not, however, break his 
spirit: assisted by the pity of the soldiers who 
guarded him, he contrived to send letters to the 
Princess Amelia, and to others of his friends. By 
these means he obtained money, with which he 
bribed the soldiers to procure him files and other 
tools, as well as light, pens, and paper. His various 
attempts to escape are very curious, as well as the 
herculean labours he went through, in the progress 
of them. Sufilce it to say, no one of them was 
successful; but that he was finally released, towards 
the end of the year 1763, partly from the representa- 
tions to her brother of the rrincess Amelia, and 
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partly in consequence of his having succeeded in 
bribing the imperial minister at Berlin, who demanded 
his litorty, as an officer in the Austrian service. 

He afterward passed a turbulent and discon- 
tented life ; alvrays engaged in lawsuits and discus- 
sions respecting^ jbhe succession of his cousin Fran- 
cis TrencK ; which ought to have descended to him, 
bat was, by treachery and chicanery, usurped by 
others. He became at different times a wine-mer- 
chant, an editor of a newspaper, and an author of 
German poetry. At the commencement of the 
French revolution he came to Paris, where he was 
l(aillotined during the reign of terror.* 

Trenck would appear to have been a man of bra- 
very, ability, and honour; but turbulent, discontented, 
and quarrelsome. His Memoirs are curious, though 
many of the descriptions he gives in them are prolMi- 
bly exaggerated. A veil of mystery hangs over his 
fate, which none can penetrate. Whether the dread- 
ful rigour exercised against him by Frederic, and 
which, undoubtedly, was intended to cause his death, 
was occasioned by the king's general notion of his 
being a turbulent and dangerous character ; whether 
it was the pumshment of his being a deserter; 
whether it arose from the persuasion of Frederic 
that he had betrayed the secrets of the Prussian 
army to their enemies ; or whether the connexion 
between Traick and the Princess Amelia was the 
ground of offence ; — whether one or aU of these cir- 
cumstances operated to occasion the relentless en- 
mity shown by the Prussian monarch towards 
Trenck, it is impossible to determine. But what- 
ever was the cause of such barbarity, nothing can 
be urged as an excuse for it. The imprisonment of 

* B6 went to execution with flnBoew, and even gareCy. OlMerriof 
die crowd preea ft»rward witli cnrhwlty, he cried out, ** Bh blen ! da mi 
iMtAmerreilttsToaof Coal B'eatqvnmefioqDAdte 41a Robeapifinipr-- 
MographiaUniTardbUa. 
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Trenok must eyer* remain a blot upon the lair fame 
of the sovereign who willed it. 

I|d the summer of 1755 the ICing of Prussia, ac- 
companied by Colonel Balbi and a single servant, 
made a journeys incognito, into Holland. They 
first went to Cleves, and proceeded from thence by 
Nimeguen to Amsterdam. Here Frederic employed 
himself in inspecting very minutely the dock-yards, 
harbour, and snipping ; and also in viewing the pri- 
vate collections of pictures with which that city 
abounds. Among those he visited was that of a 
merchant of the name of Brankamp. This gentle- 
man was not at hpme when Frederic arrived ; and his 
wife obliged the visiter to take off his shoes, and walk 
about her rooms in his stockings, for fear of his dirty- 
ing them ! As the King of Prussia soon found that 
his presence at Amsterdam was becoming known, ho 
did not stay long there; but returned, by the way 
he came, to Potsdam.* 

At this time the storm was gathering throughout 
Europe which was destined, in a few short months, 
to burst in the desolation of universal war over the 
most civilized portion of the globe. The position 
of the King of Prussia became every day more dan- 
gerous and difficult. The Enghsh and French were 
just gone to war, about the Umits of their North 
American possessions. George the Second was, 
however, in a paroxysm of fear, lest he should be 
punished as Elector of Hanover for the hostile 
measures he was adopting as King of England. He 
therefore employed himself at Hanover, where he 
now was, in negotiations to avert such a catastro- 
phe.f " One subsidiary treaty with Hesse was hur- 
ried on ; another with Russia, to keep the King of 
Prussia in awe : while, to sweeten him again, a 

I * Towers*! Memoini of Fradorie UL 

I t Memoirs of the last Ten Tears of the Bolgn of Gooi^ Utf 
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match was negotiated for his niece, the Princess of 

Brunswick, with the Prince of Waies.* In short, 
a factory was opened at Herenhausen^ where every 
petty prince that could muster and clothe a regi- 
ment might traffic with it to advantage.'*! 

The treaty between the King of England and 
Russia stipulated, that in case the electoral do- 
minions of his Britannic majesty in Grermany should ' 
be invaded on account of interests or disputes 
which regarded his kingdoms, her imperial majesty 
was to furnish him with a body of troops, consisting 
of 40,000 infantry, with the necessary artillery, and 
16,000 cavalry, and also forty or fifty galleys, with 
the necessary crews. These succours were to be 
furnished whenever they should be applied for by 
the King of England, who was to pay to the Empress 
of Russia a subsidy of 100,000/. a year, for four 
years ; but while the Russian troops were engaged 
m actual service, the subsidy was to be raised to 
600,000/. annually. On the other hand, his Britannic 
majesty, if Russia was attacked, was to send a 
squadron of ships of war into the Baltic, to assist 
her.|< 

These conditions gave great umbrage to the King 
of Prussia, who immediately gave orders to his 
ministers at all the courts in Europe, to declare that 
he would resist, to the utmost of his power, the in« 
troduction of any foreign troops into the empirot 
upon what pretence soever sent. This resolute Ian- 
gruage was heard with great dissatisfaction by the 
courts of England and Russia, and even by that of 
France, though at that time friendly to Prussia ; the 
French government having it at that moment in couf- 
templation to march an army into Grermany ; with 
which view they had already collected several con- 
siderable bodies of troops on the frontiers of the 

* Afterward Geoife die Third. Tbie matrimoDial project wu mms 
ataDdAoed. 
tLovdOrted. ( T»wer«^ Mmioin of Ftederie OL 
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empSret snd hftd actusdiy fredted lBaf|[e*tii«^azliie8 in 

Westplialia. 

Meanwhile, the sovereigns that were the least 
well-disposed to the King of Prussia fomented ac 
ftively, by intrigues and money, the spirit of hostility 
which Wds already oommencing agdnst him. Of 
these the most bitter in their feelings were the two 
empresses who ruled the vast terntorles of Russia 
and Austria. The Emipress Elizabeth had been per- 
sonally olTended, as has been ^betore mentioned, by 
the sarcasms of Frederic upon her habits and 
morals, and thought tiie moment was now come to 
take vengeance upon him. Maria Theresa had ev^n 
still more legitimate grounds of offence against the 
Prussian monarch, from the issue of the first two 
wars of Silesia. The loss of that province still 
rankled in her breast ; and she also was of opinion 
that the present conjuncture of affairs was a favomr- 

' able one to overwhelm her hitherto sucoessful rival, 
and to recover her ancient territories.* 

Among other reasons which eiicoura^d the em- 
press-queen to venture into the war which she was 
now about to undertake, the prosperous state of her 
territories, and of the revenues derived from them, 

' Was undoubtedly an important one.f By good man- 
agement and ameliorations in the fiscal system. of 

* her dominions, she had been enabled to raise a mueh 
larger income from her people than laer falfaser, 
Charles the Sixth, had ever done $ though that men- 
arch had possessed provinces, and even kingdomaj: 
which were lost to his daughter. Added to this« 
her husband, the Emperor Francis, was a specu- 
lating miser, who stooped to any means, and conde- 
scended to any business, which might augment fats 
riches. These, when acquired, he lent Upon high 
interest and good security to his wife's govemaiMit. 



* Arehenbols, Histoire de la Onerre de Sept Ads. 
tJMt tNaiilem8erTia,8UMta. 
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Indeed, zm aihe never aUoiredhftti'ia^ h^effere with 
politics^ the love bf nkoney hecame his onl^ amuse* 
iHent. '^SurroundiDg^ him with the fng^htfulest 
maids of honour 'she^ eotid ifelect, she^ permitted him 
to hoard' what shen«fver let him hate temptation or 
ojf^rtunity to equaader.'** He drew great sums 
from his Tuscan domtoions, and even^ iti is said) 
eonveyed' away fh)m' Florence and sold many of 
the Jewels which' had been collected and placed in 
the ducal treasure by his predecessors, the magnifi** 
cent Medici. The sums derived from these sources 
were employed by Ftancis in commercial specu- 
lations. He established manufactories, and lent 
money upon usurious interest. He undertook the 
eommissariat of the imperial army ; and, in conjunc* 
tion with the Count Bolza and a tradesman of the 
name of Schimmelmann, he farmed the customs of 
Saxony ; while, during the year 1766, he engaged 
also to furnish forage and flour to the troops of the 
King of Prussia, who were making war upon his 
wife. 

In this critical state of his afiairs it became neces* 
tary for Frederic to strengthen himself by means 
of alliances. Two diflbrent Odes offered themselves 
to his notice; namely, that of France, between 
which power and himself a treaty actually existed, 
and that of England. With France he was at this 
time much dis^sted. The ministers of that court 
had been long mclined to treat Prussia as an inferior 
power, to whom -their protection was necessary. 
This language was peeuhairly unpalatable to a sove* 
reign who was well aware' that it was to his oi^ 
merite alone that he owed the' advantages he had 
gained in the late wars rf ftnd what made it the more 
BO was tl^ conviction he had l^at this insolence 
was caiisM by an increasing tendency in the French 
government towards an Austrian alliance. 

*' LordOrflird. 

t Histoire de la Gmm de Sept Am, ptr g l u fc ri t IL 

Vol. I.— I i 
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This design was fostered and encouraged by the 
Austrian envoy at Paris, — the Count Kaunitz.* 
This statesman^ who wa3 afterward well known to 
Europe under the title of " Prince,*^ and in the situ 
ation of prime minister of the Austrian empire, was 
both assiduous and dexterous*! His grand object 
was the recovery of Silesia to his mistress, and h^ 
never lost sight of it. He frequently repeated to 
the ministers of Lewis the Fifteenth that the aggran- 
dizement of Prussia was their work, in return for 
which they could expect nothing but ingratitude 
from a prince who was entirely governed by his 
own interest. Skilfully improving the impression 
which he perceived his language l^gan to make, he 
was heard to declare, as if the force of conviction 
had imboldened his sentiments, " that the time was 
now come when the French ought to emancipate 
themselves from the influence of the Kings of Prus* 
sia and Sardinia, and a number of petty princes, who 
studiously sowed dissension between th^ great 
powers of Europe in order to benefit themselves* 
Excited by t^r artifices, the courts of Versailles 
and Vienna were continually contriving schemes 
hostile to each other, and hurtful to both ; whereas^ 
in conformity to the rules of a just policy, they 
ought rather to adopt such a system of public con« 
duct as would remove ev^ry ground of difference or 
jealousy, and lay the foundation for a solid and per* 
maneat peace." 

These notions had at first appeared altogether ex- 
travagant to a people who, since the rivalry of 
Francis the First and Charles the Fifth, considered 
the houses of Bourbon and Austria as irreconcileable 
enemies. But, as Kaunitz dexterously seized every 
opportunity of renewing the charge with effect, the 
French ministry began at length to be flattered with 

* Voltaire, Si^cle de Ix>ii!8 XV. 

t Frederic calla him " Get homnie, li ftiTole dtnt Ml goAta, at al pra- 
IbDd dana aea aflUna. 
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the idea of two great powers giving law to Europe ; 
and the doctrine of the imperial ambassador gained 
proselytes. Lord T3rrconnei, French envoy at 
Berlin, frequently talked ostentatiously of the mde- 
pendence of the great powers ; and on one occasion 
forgot himself so far as to boast, " that should the 
King of Prussia equivocate but ever so little, France 
woidd withdraw her protection ; in which case he 
must infallibly be crusned."* 

These and similar insulting speeches had un- 
doubtedly their effect upon the King of Prussia; but 
he was too wise a sovereign to be guided exclusively 
by feelings of irritation. What influenced him con- 
siderably in the decision he was now called upon to 
make with regard to the alliance to be preferred, 
was the profound contempt he with reason enter- 
tained for the French government. This was now 
in the hands of Madame de Pompadour, the French 
king's mistress, — a foolish woman, who was much 
flattered by the notice taken of her by the Empress 
Maria Theresa ; and in those of her lover, the Abb6 
de Bemis, afterward cardinal of the same name.f 
The latter was a man of some talent, who wrote 
pretty verses. He was a complete specimen of the 
fashionable abb^ of the time of Lewis the Fifteenth. 
He had occupied himself, not only in the frivolities, 
but also in the shameless debaucheries of that time 4 
and had arrived at his present eminence solely* 
through the favour of the king^s mistress. But 
what finally decided the King of Prussia to adopt 
the English alliance wbs his conviction that the 
court of Russia was more likely to be permanently in- 
fluenced by England than by any other power.^ He 
grounded this opinion upon the information he had 

* HIatoIre de It Gverra de Sept Am, per Ftederic IL 
t M^motree poor eenrir i la Vie de M onrieor de Voltiin. 
i M^molree de Ceea Nora. * 
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from lus en vays at different courts, as weU 
aeXroiD.his knowledge of the ayance and venality 
of the Rusaians; wt^cjn would iead th^ to hold 
fyfii byiheiriendehiq^) of that o^untiy which had the 
power of .granting l£ein the amplest subsidies.* 

Strong in these yiewe, he hastened his n^otis^ 
tions with England ; and final) v concluded a treaty 
with that, power, on the 16th of January, 1766.t By 
its provisions, the dominions of the contracting sove- 
reiglM were reciproeally guarantied. Another arti- 
<d« provided agaifmt the invasion of Germany by 
foreign tvoops ; .but by a secret one the Austrian 
Kethforlands were eEQ^pted.from this arrangement. 
Finally, a smaU sum|w#s granted as an indemnity 
to the Prussian merchants for the captures made fay 
the English dming the former war.^ 

Jlleanwhilei the ^overament of France became 
more *nd more unw^ling, as the contingency seemed 
to gf ow more probable, to lose ^entirely the friend- 
-ahip wd a^aistance of the Prussian monarch. Tbcgr 
were awards, io a certain degree, of the doubts whieb 
had existed in his mind as to. the course he was to 
pursue ; and they imagined that the best method of 
feattachinghim to th<Sr ailian^ was to send him an 
embassy wbi^ might at once please and flatter him. 
With this yifiy^i the Duke of Niyernois was appointed 
ambassador to Berlii^r whose misskm is thus shortly 
described by Voltaire:— r'* The Kjnf of FVance, anx^ 
ious to fsonciiiate Frederic, sent to him the Duke of 
Niveraois9.a:nan of talepU and who himself wrote 
pretty verses. The embassy of a duke and peer, an4 
of a poet,, it was thought w;ottld flatter the vanity 
and the taste of Frederic. But the latter laughed aft 
the Kingof Fffeaoe; signed his treaty with Rnglafid 



* IiMifu46tla,OMi|ne de Sofit Abil par Fied«i;te H* 

^Twf nty dHMiMDd poanda. 
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the very day fhe ambassador arrived at Beriin; 
played off with great civility thft duke and peer; and 
wrote an epigram against the poet**** 

The fact was, that the ratification of the English 
treaty arrived at Berlin during the residence of the 
Duke of Nivernois in that city.f Nivemois was in- 
structed to incite Frederic to the invasion of Hanover, 
and to offer him as a reward the sovereignty of the 
desert island of Tobago.^ Frederic smiled at this 
singular offer, and entreated the duke to find some 
person fitter than himself to be the governor of the 
Island of Barataria! He concluded the conferences 
by showing the ambassador his treaty with Eng- 
land.^ Nivemois, upon this, left Berlin; and the 
outcry at the court of Versailles against Frederic 
for deserting his friends became very great. Yet 
the sovereign of Prussia had, undoubtedly, a full 
right to choose for himself those allies whom he 
thought would be the most able and willing to ^ord 
to him and his country that effectual support which 
was necessary to enable him to exist through the 
awful contest into which he was about to enter. 

He had been for some time aware that the hostile 
intentions of Austria, Russia, and Saxony were of 
no ordinary kind; but that secret agreements ex- 
isted between them for the division and appropriar 
tion of his territories upon the first favourable occa- 
sion. Under such circumstances, it became not 
only his interest but his duty to make friends with 
those powers who were the most able to assist him ; 
and, acting upon this principle with great ability, he 
surely deserves our praise instead of our censure* 
Besides, the French alliance was on the point of 

* M^moirM pour Mnrir A la Vie d« M. de Vollaire. 

t GiUie«'t View of tb« Belgn of Frederie n. 

i After the war of 1740, the Freaeh (rorernment had glTen Tirtwgo to 
the Marshal de Saxe. As, howerer, this arranfement waa diepleaainf 
to the English, It waa flnallv decided that the laland should remalii a 

Bsert, and not be eultlTaied by any nation. 

4 Hiatoire de la Guerre de BepC Ana, par Ftedeiio Q; 
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estptrin^ } 80 that Frederic had neither abandoned any 
promise, nor forfeited his honour by preferring that 
of England to a renewal of the former one with 
Prance. ** The French, however, would not listen 
to reason upon this subject. They talked of nothing 
but the defection of the King of Prussia, who aban- 
doned pertidfously his ancient allies : and tiie court 
launched out into such angry reproaches that it be- 
came obvious tkey were not likely to confine their 
resentment to mere words.** 

The knowiedfife of the alliance of Frederic with 
England helped to strengthen the friendly inter- 
course whkm had tor some time been increasing 
between France and the empress-^neen, and to hurry 
on the negotiations. On t^e 6th of May, 1756, a 
defenehre Sliance was concluded between these two 
great powers; of which the principal article was 
a mutual eng^igement to assist each other with 
twenty-four thousand men, in case the dominions 
of ei^er should be attacked. This treaty was prin- 
cipally the work of the Abb^ de Bemis, who thus, 
with a stroke of his pen, put an end at once to the 
course of French policy with regard to Austria 
which had been pursued since the days of Richelieu.t 

The Attstnans now. began more openly to collect 
large bodies of troops. Two armies were stationed 
in Bohemia: one at Kcenigsgratz, under the com- 
mand of Prince Piccolomini; the other at Prague, 
under that of Marshal Braun. At the same time, 
the Russians formed a camp in Livonia of 50,000 
men. The Saxon army, thus far, only amounted to 
18,000 men ; but it was m a course of augmentation^ 
Frederic, who was always well informed of the 
plans of his enemies by means of the treachery of 
some of their agents,^ di6co,vered that Russia did 

t OIHIea'B View xtt the ft^ign 6t tttO^nb Q. 

i Hifltoim d9 la Gaexte (Je Sept ▲n%JM:,Ff«dertcIL, 
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not mean to commence hostilities dm'in^ this year, 
in consequence of her fleet not being ready; but 
that she nad promised to make vigorous exertions 
earl3r in the ensuing spring.* In conseauehce of 
this intelligence, he contented himself with sending 
a small force into Pomerania, which might operate, 
in case of necessity, with the Marshal Lehwald, who 
commanded at Koenigsberg. At the same tima he 
prepared the great mass of his troops for other 
object8.f 

He also, by the same channel, found out that the 
empress-queen intended to make use of a most ri- 
diculous pretext as a reason for commencing the 
war. The Prussians had been accustomed to re- 
cruit some of their regiments in the duchy of Mecklen- 
burg: this privilege, which had been lon^ exercised, 
was opposed by the duke. Frederic nad easily 
brought nim to reason; and the affair, in itself most 
insignificant, was now forgotten.! The court of 
Vienna had, however, determinea to treat it as a 
violation of the treaty of Westphalia^ and, as such, 
to require all the powers who were piarties to that 
treaty to Join in chastising the insolence of iPmssia.^ 

* Blatolro ito ]• Qtrnn le Swt Am, pur IMerlo TS, 

$ Cboitt Hemsberf , th« Pratstan •taiaiimii, ttan wImib bo on« 
WB8 man tceaimtely in<MiMd ncpeetfeig tin Ments oT diplomacy of 
thiM time, luriiif been himeeir the peraoa wtio compoeed and published 
the apolofetic memoir ftranded npon ttie original deapatehee of the 
▲oitrlan and Saxon mlnlsiBM, ftand m. Draaden, has the following r»- 
marfcaWe paieafa reapeeting the eondoet ofbla roaster in plunging into the 
aeren yeaw war :— " It waa elear, (Vom the original deapatchea of thoae 
niniatera, that erentoal prtjeeta of war and apollatloB wttti regard to 
Tmaela exfsiad ; bat abthey w<}reeBly cnrentnal, and aoppoaod the con- 
dition of the King of Pmasia's glviog oeeasion for a war, it will alwaya 
remain problematical whether fh6y wbnld erer ha^ been exeented, and 
^Hiether irWoflM htire been man dangatoila to bate waited for their 
exeeation, than to have foreatalled them. However Uiis may be, the 
swteeity oC thaUag, and the treachery of a Saxon clerk, was indnbita- 
Uy the immedlala ea«ae of thai terrible aeven yean^ war which hes 
tnunnallaad Ftadeite the Seeeod and the Prossian nation, but which 
•IM Tary nearly miaed the aute, and brought it to the brink of deatnie- 
tfcm.**— M^noire Hlatoriqne aur la demi^re Ann^e de la Vk da Fredeiio 
It SoldePniaaa. 
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FrederiCf upon this intelligence, and these demon- 
strations, demanded, as a matter of form, from Maria 
Theresa, to know whether her intention was peace or 
war. To this question he received, through Kaunitz, 
now become prime minister, evasive answers. Aware 
as he was of the real intentions of the confederates, 
these subterfuges did not deceive him ; and he de- 
termined at once, with that boldness of decision and 
ability of execution which always distinguished him, 
to forestall the designs of his enemies, by attacking 
them, and invading their territones, before their ar- 
mies and their measures were stillmore united than 
they were at present. With this view he signified 
to the court of Vienna that he considered their 
answer as a declaration of war; and then prepared 
to invade Saxony, the possession and resources of 
which were essentially necessary for the furtherance 
of his future designs. 

Thus commenced that tremendous and protracted 
contest, the most unequal, to all appearance, that 
ever was waged; and yet in which the weaker 
party was, through the merits of its commander, 
eventually most gloriously successful. Voltaire ob- 
serves, in spealung of it, ** Louis the Fourteenth 
has been admired for having resisted the united 
forces of Germany, England, Italy, and Holland. 
But we have seen in our day an event incomparably 
more extraordinary than that. A Mmrgnive of 
Brandenburgh, alone and single-handed, offer suc- 
cessful resistance to the house of Austria, France, 
Russia, Sweden,* and the greater part of Germany. 
This is a prodigy, which can only be attributed to 
the discipline of the troops, and the superiority of 
the general who conducts them. Chance may gain 
a single battle ; but when a weak power resists so 

* The aeeasilon of Sweden to tlie lesffne afBinst Frederio wm oeesi 
•loned by a rerolvckm which had taken place tn that coontfy. Thin 
had dqviTed the kins and hla wifo (slater of the PnuMrian mooireh) of 
all power, and placed it In the hands of the senate, wbo were Wmf 
4ifotedtonrano» 
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many strongf ones, for the space of seven years, and 
in an open country, and is able to r^air the greatest 
reverses, — thjs cannot be the work of good-fortune. 
It is, indeed, in this point that the war we are about 
to treat of differed from all which had hitherto deso* 
lated the world.*^ 

' Voltaire SlAde de Loois XV. 
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